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Coventry Board of Education 
Coventry, Connecticut 

 
Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Approved Minutes of Thursday, December 14, 2023 
Administration Building Conference Room 

 
Board Members Present: 
Jennifer Beausoleil, Chairperson 
Eugene Marchand, Vice Chairperson 
Mary Kortmann, Secretary  
Joseph Cleary (arrived 7:33 p.m.) 
Emma Eaton  
Courtney Rossignol 
 
Board Member Absent: 
Christina Williams 
   
Also Present: 
Mya Ransford, Student Board of Education Representative 
 
Administrators present: 
Dr. David J. Petrone, Superintendent of Schools 
Robert Carroll, Director of Finance and Operations 
 
Audience: Senator Jeff Gordon; Senator Timothy Ackert; Julie Klimkiewicz, HEEC Para-
educator; Ross Sward, CNH Principal; CNH Girls Soccer Team and family members; Coach 
Kyle Bilyak; Dr. Beth Giller, PSSS Director; Karen Bohr, RISE Teacher; and Lisa Levesque, 
RISE staff. 
  
I. Call to Order 

J. Beausoleil called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Salute to the Flag 

J. Beausoleil led the salute to the flag. 
 
III. Report of the Superintendent 

III.A. Recognition: CNH Girls Soccer Team - Northeast Middle School Athletic 
Conference Champions 

Dr. Petrone introduced Senator Gordon and Representative Ackert who were in attendance 
to present a Citation from the General Assembly.  There were congratulations from the 
Board and audience. 
 
III.B. Recognition: CHS Girls Volleyball Team - CT Interscholastic Conference S State 
Champions 
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This recognition is being rescheduled for January. 
 
III.C. Recognition: HEEC Para-Educator Julie Klimkiewicz, Coventry's Para-Educator 
of the Year and State Semifinalist for the 2024 Anne Murphy Paraeducator of the 
Year Award 

Dr. Petrone talked about the award which was presented at the State Board of Education 
meeting.  He also shared a few words Dr. Hasty had written.  Ms. Klimkiewicz received 
recognition from the Board. 

E. Eaton said there are many thanks to give to Ms. Klimkiewicz.  C. Rossignol also thanked 
her for her work with our students. 

Dr. Petrone continued with his general report.  He reviewed various events and meetings 
he has attended locally, regionally, and state-wide. 
 
III.D. Information:  Board of Education Student Representative Report 

Ms. Ransford talked about winter athletics, the semester wrapping up, upcoming winter 
break, attending the CABE/CAPSS Convention; and PJ Day. 
 
III.E. Information: Goal Highlight - R.I.S.E. Program (Reaching Independence through 
Support and Education) (Goals 1.13 and 2.1) 

Dr. Giller introduced Karen Bohr who shared a presentation about the RISE program, which 
is available on the district's website via the BoardBook portal. 

(J. Cleary arrived.) 

E. Marchand asked how far out the group goes.  Ms. Bohr said Middletown is the farthest 
they have gone on a field trip; for working they stay in this area. 

M. Kortmann asked how many were in the group. Ms. Bohr said currently, 4. She said at one 
time there were 7, so it varies. 

E. Eaton gave commendations to the program. 
 
IV. Audience of Citizens 

There were none. 
 
V. Report of the Chairman 

J. Beausoleil noted today was the anniversary of the Sandy Hook tragedy.  She also reported 
on the CABE/CAPSS Convention, the EASTCONN Board of Directors meeting, and she 
wished everyone a good holiday break. 

C. Rossignol spoke about the CABE/CAPSS Conference and the frustration of being a small 
district and was hoping we could make more of a difference in the state legislation.  J. 
Beausoleil said advocacy is being covered in an upcoming CABE workshop, and she asked 
Board members to review that opportunity.  She also mentioned the CABE Legislative 
Breakfast, which Coventry hosted last winter, and that is a way to connect with legislators. 
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VII. VOTE: Approval of Minutes 

VII.A. Approve Minutes of November 9, 2023 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of November 9, 2023 
 By:  E. Marchand Seconded:  C. Rossignol 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
VII.B. Approve Minutes of December 4, 2023 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of December 4, 2023 
 By:  E. Eaton Seconded:  C. Rossignol 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
VIII. Old Business 

VIII.A. VOTE:  Accept the GHR Roof Project as Complete 

J. Beausoleil reviewed the process to accept a project.   

MOTION: The Coventry Board of Education accepts the George Hersey Robertson 
roof project 032-0065 RR as complete and authorizes the superintendent 
to apply for reimbursement from the state. 

 By: C. Rossignol Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
Result:  Motion passes unanimously 

 
IX. New Business 

IX.A. Information:  Planning Dates for FY2025 Budget 

J. Beausoleil noted the budget development dates are available. 
 
X. Report of Board Members 

X.A. Information: District Wellness Committee Liaison Report, Meeting of November 
29, 2023 

C. Rossignol reviewed the two fall meetings that have taken place and the work that is 
being done. 
 
X.B. Information: Athletic Advisory Representative Report, Meeting of December 7, 
2023 

E. Marchand reported on the meeting that was held in early December.  He said there were 
153 students who participated in fall sports. 
 
X.C. Information:  Transportation Committee Report, Meeting of December 12, 2023 

E. Marchand reported on the Transportation meeting held earlier in the week. 
 
X.D. Information:  Fiscal Committee Report, Meetings of November 9, 2023 and 
December 14, 2023 

M. Kortmann reported on the Fiscal Committee meeting held earlier in the evening. 
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X.D.1. Discussion and VOTE: Approve the Capital Improvement Plan FY2025-2029 

M. Kortmann said no changes were made during the Fiscal Committee meeting to these 
documents.  She asked if there were any questions.  J. Beausoleil reviewed the process 
going forward. 
 
XI. Possible VOTE: Executive Session [Bargaining Unit Negotiations and Request for 
proposals received in connection with the transportation RFP in accordance with 
CGS 1-210(b)(24)] 

MOTION: Pursuant to CGS-1-200(c)(6)(A), the Board of Education will go into 
Executive Session for discussions related to bargaining unit negotiations 
and request for proposals received in connection with the transportation 
RFP in accordance with CGS 1-210(b)(24) with the Superintendent and 
Director of Finance and Operations present at 8:28 p.m. 

 By:  E. Eaton Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
Result:  Motion passes unanimously 

 
XII. Open Session 

The Board of Education returned to Open Session at 9:17 p.m. 
 
XII.A. Possible VOTE: To approve the negotiated Agreement between the Coventry 
Board of Education and the Education Association of Coventry 2024-2027 

MOTION: To approve the negotiated Agreement between the Coventry Board of 
Education and the Education Association of Coventry 2024-2027 

 By:  E. Eaton Seconded:  C. Rossignol 
 Result:   Motion passes unanimously 
 
XII.B. Possible VOTE: To approve the negotiated Agreement between the Coventry 
Board of Education and the Nurses Union of Coventry 2023-2026 

This item was tabled. 
 
XIII. Adjournment 

MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m.  
 By:  C. Rossignol Seconded:  E. Eaton 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Kimberlee Arey Delorme 
Board Clerk 
 Approved:  January 11, 2024 


