We Are One
102 Founders Court - Orangeburg, SC 29118
Phone: (803) 534-5454

‘(*) ORANGEBURG
COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Thursday, October 19, 2023
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Dr. Erica S. Taylor
Assistant Superintendent for Communications
and Business and Community Partnerships
erica.taylor@ocsdsc.org

THE STORIES OF OCSD: WHITTAKER ELEMENTARY'S DR. TERESA
JENNINGS HONORED AS SEPTEMBER'S PRINCIPAL OF THE MONTH

ORANGEBURG, S.C. - In Orangeburg County, leaders like Dr. Teresa Jennings stand out
distinctly. With 18 solid years in education and eight of those dedicated to Whittaker Elementary,
Dr. Jennings is a testament to commitment and innovation in the realm of student growth.

Upon hearing of her recognition, Dr. Jennings stated, "I'm genuinely humbled and honored to
receive this recognition. But it is not all me. It is the hard work and dedication of the entire
Whittaker team. Every day, I'm privileged to work alongside an incredible staff and serve our
amazing students and community. This award might have my name on it, but it truly belongs to
all of us at Whittaker Elementary."

Dr. Jennings believes in a comprehensive approach to education. It's not just about academics;
it's about nurturing every facet of a student's growth, be it emotional, social, or intellectual. Her
welcoming letter at the beginning of the year resonated with many parents. Through her words,
she conveyed not just her dedication to the field of education but also her commitment to the
broader Whittaker community. She emphasized the importance of working together—school and
home—to ensure success for every child.
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An aspect that deserves special mention is Dr. Jennings's focus on teacher development.
Recognizing that great students are shaped by great teachers, she consistently advocates for
professional development opportunities for her staff. By ensuring they're equipped with the
latest tools and knowledge, she's setting up both her team and students for success.

Also, Dr. Jennings has a knack for making learning engaging and relevant. By integrating real-
world connections into classroom lessons, she ensures that students not only grasp the concepts
but also understand their practical applications.

In awarding Dr. Jennings the title of "Principal of the Month" for September, Orangeburg County
School District acknowledges the excellence she brings to Whittaker Elementary. Her leadership,
vision, and unyielding dedication are pivotal in crafting an environment where students and staff
thrive.

Congratulations, Dr. Teresa Jennings. Your journey and commitment add a distinguished chapter
to "The Stories of OCSD."

Watch the video here: https.//youtu.be/L7 BFeg -MI

Orangeburg County School District

The mission of Orangeburg County School District, the catalyst of innovation and excellence, is to
ensure all students discover and develop their person, purpose, and platform through high-quality
educational experiences distinguished by a culture of collaboration, equity, and inclusion; a creative
learning environment with inspiring opportunities; a commitment to nurture the academic, physical,
social and emotional well-being of all. Visit us online at ocsdsc.org
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