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PREFACE
University City High School (UCHS)  had designed the UCHS Career and Education Planning Guide to 

help parents and students choose the best possible program based on a student’s aspirations once he/she has 
graduated from high school. The UCHS faculty has ensured that students have access to a well-rounded high 
school curriculum consisting of core courses in English language arts, mathematics, social studies and science, 
in addition to a second language, physical education, the arts and career and technical education. The faculty 
further ensures that the current curriculum offers both the substance and the practicality to prepare students 
for the future.

Course selection is a cooperative endeavor involving students, parents and counselors. Parents and 
students are expected read the entire UCHS Career and Education Planning Guide and jointly make decisions 
regarding course selection.

Please note that final course offerings may be determined based on a minimum of 15 students seeking 
enrollment in the course. 

TO THE STUDENT AND PARENTS
The UCHS Career and Education Planning Guide provides a brief description of material to be studied 

in each course. Because choosing the right courses often requires making difficult decisions, it is suggested 
students and parents follow the steps listed below:

• Before making course selections, the student should speak with a counselor about credits earned and 
discuss any concerns or questions in regards to their current course of study;

• Preview the entire UCHS Career and Education Planning Guide with particular attention to the 
Educational Development Plan, Graduation Requirements, and Preparing for Post University City 
High School; and 

• Make course selections jointly that are academically appropriate for the student’s course of study.

FIVE-YEAR PLAN / COURSE SELECTION PROCEDURES
The UCHS Career and Education Planning Guide assists students and parents with registration for the 

upcoming school year and helps students develop a Five-Year Plan and choose a “Career Pathway,” including 
four years of high school and the year following graduation. (See Five-Year Plan template.) UCHS urges 
students and their parents to read the course descriptions carefully to ensure the course relates to the student’s 
educational and vocational objectives, interests, and abilities. Attention should be given to prerequisites 
(courses needed prior to a course being taken) and the grade level required for each course. The counseling 
department will explain the procedures for course selection and course registration. Students should give 
considerable thought to the selection process and are urged to seek assistance from parents, teachers, and 
school counselors in determining the courses that will best prepare them for their future educational and/or 
occupational goals.

Academic advisement should be an ongoing process with final course submission completed by the 
middle of January. Students will be able to review choices submitted and make course changes once schedules 
are distributed – usually by the end of February. 

Students will work closely with their counselor to develop a “Career Pathway,” which will provide an 
opportunity to develop, monitor, and manage an educational plan through a structured, systematic individual 
planning system. This process begins in eighth grade and is monitored by the school counselor. 

Contact the Guidance Office with any questions or concerns. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
The requirements for graduation are as follows as established by the University City Board of Education in 

accordance with the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education:

SUBJECT AREA CREDITS 
(Years)

English Language Arts 4
Mathematics 3
Science 3
Social Studies 3
Fine Arts 1
Practical Arts 1
Physical Education 1
Health Education 0.5
Personal Finance 0.5
Electives
General (4 Credits)
Core (3 Credits in English language arts, mathematics, science and/or social studies)

7

TOTAL 24

PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS
Grade level is assigned upon completion of minimum credits.

• Freshman (9th grade) ............................................................................................................................ 0-6 credits 
To be promoted to the high school, eighth graders are required to pass four of the following five 
required courses: communication arts, mathematics, social studies, science, and either foreign 
language or reading.

• Sophomore (10th grade) ................................................................................................................... 6-12.5 credits 
Students must have six credits to be assigned sophomore classification.

• Junior (11th grade) .......................................................................................................................... 12.5-18 credits 
Students must have twelve and one half credits to be assigned junior classification.

• Senior (12th grade) ............................................................................................................................... 18 + credits 
Students must have eighteen credits to be assigned senior classification.

PLANNING FOR COLLEGE
Because many University City High School (UCHS) students elect to go on to college, there is an 

extraordinary amount of information about colleges available in the College and Career Resource Center. 
Open files, college catalogs, college/career information CDs, the Internet, and computer programs can help 
students learn about the opportunities available in post-secondary education. In addition, more than 100 
college representatives visit UCHS throughout the year. Career counseling resources include various interest 
inventory tests, computer-guided career exploration, and assorted books and periodicals. Each junior will be 
given access to the Naviance program through the college resource office. This program allows students to 
submit their college applications online, as well as receive additional information about colleges in which they 
are interested. The counseling staff can help students define career possibilities and college choices relative to 
career goals. Financial aid and scholarship information is available for all students. Financial aid workshops are 
offered, usually in January.
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GUIDELINES FOR COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
These are general guidelines to help students with the college admissions process. Factors such as grade point 

average, school activities, college entrance test scores, and course of study are considered. Specialized schools may 
have different guidelines. Please consult a guidance counselor for more details.

REQUIREMENTS TEST SCORES EXAMPLES

Open Admissions
4 years English
3 years Math
3 years Science
3 years Social Studies

Recommended Scores
ACT Composite 17-20
SAT (verbal & math) 830-950

Harris-Stowe State Univ. 
Jefferson College 
Lincoln University 
Mo. Western State Univ. 
North Central Mo. College 
St. Charles Community College 
St. Louis Community Colleges

Liberal Admissions
Will accept students from lower 
50% of class
GPA of 2.0 or better
4 years of English
4 years of Math
3 years of Science
3 years of Social Studies
2 years of Foreign Language

Recommended Scores
ACT Composite 18-21
SAT (verbal & math) 870-990

Univ. of Central Missouri 
Mo. Southern State Univ. 
Northwest Mo. State Univ. 
Southeast Missouri State Univ.

Traditional Admissions
Top 50% of class
GPA 2.5 or better
4 years English
4 years Math
3 years Science
3 years Social Studies
2 years Foreign Language

Recommended Scores
ACT Composite 20-23
SAT (verbal & math) 950-1070

In State
Missouri State University 
Missouri University of Science 
and Technology 
Univ. of Missouri - Columbia 
Univ. of Missouri - Kansas City 
Univ. of Missouri - St. Louis

Selective Admissions*
Top 25% of class
GPA 3.2+
4 years English
4 years Math
4 years Science
4 years Social Studies
2-3 years Foreign Language
2 years Academic Electives

Recommended Scores
ACT Composite 22-27
SAT (verbal & math) 1030-1220

*Check with school of choice to 
determine if writing component is 
required for ACT and/or SAT.

In State
Truman State University

Out of State
Drake University
Brown College
Duke
Purdue

Highly Selective Admissions*
Top 10% of class
GPA 3.5+
4 years English
4 years Math
4 years Science
4 years Social Studies
4 years Foreign Language
2 years Academic Electives

Recommended Scores
ACT Composite 27-31
SAT (verbal & math) 1220-1600

*Check with school of choice to 
determine if writing component is 
required for ACT and/or SAT.

In State
Washington University
St. Louis University

Out of State 
Stanford University
Harvard
Princeton
Yale
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES ON HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT
Algebra, Geometry and Foreign Language Courses taken in Middle School will appear on a student’s 

high school transcript for record-keeping purposes.  Algebra and Geometry will appear as a credit towards 
graduation but will not be included in a students GPA calculation.  Foreign Language courses will appear 
on the transcript for reporting purposes only, but will not be included in credits toward graduation or GPA 
calculation.

COLLEGE BOUND
College Bound provides promising high school students with the academic enrichment, social supports, 

and life skills needed to apply, enroll, and succeed in four-year colleges. The College Bound program begins 
in the spring of freshman year and select students remain in the program throughout high school and college. 
The program includes weekly sessions focused on college knowledge, financial literacy, career exploration, 
weekend study sessions at Washington University, summer programs on college campuses, ACT prep, 
assistance applying for financial aid, college tours, application assistance, internships, community service, 
cultural field trips, and support for students in college.

Prerequisites include 2.5+ cumulative GPA, entering sophomore or junior year and must be enrolled or 
willing to enroll in college prep courses.

MISSOURI CONNECTIONS (FRESHMEN & SOPHOMORES) 
https://www.MissouriConnections.org

Missouri Connections is a web-based resource to help Missouri citizens determine their career interests, 
explore occupations, establish education plans, develop job search strategies, and create resumés. Sponsored 
by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and the Department of Economic Development, 
Missouri Connections is available to students, parents, guidance counselors, educators, and job seekers.

NAVIANCE/FAMILY CONNECTION (JUNIORS & SENIORS)
https://connection.naviance.com/univcityhs

University City High School “Family Connection” website powered by NAVIANCE provides college and 
scholarship information to families. Through this secure website, families will be able to:

• View and edit personal profile and parent information;
• Indicate notable accomplishments;
• Complete the “Game Plan” survey to indicate post-graduation plans and college preferences;
• Indicate scholarships received and amounts;
• View and add to their college application list;
• Indicate interest levels in specific colleges;
• Check application deadlines for colleges;
• Update application information;
• View a list of the upcoming college visits;
• Register to meet with college representatives visiting UCHS;
• View a list of local scholarships received by UCHS (and download some applications);
• Review details on deadlines, maximum award, and requirements for each scholarship;
• Access a list of other web-based resources related to colleges and financial aid;
• Send an email to the guidance counselor;
• Investigate careers; and
• Contact the Guidance Office for registration information and access.
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GRADING
The grading scale is based on the goals, objectives, and skills to be achieved by students as developed by 

the staff members in each department. The basic grading scale is used for all reports and consists of grades as 
shown below.

Letter 
Grade

Numerical 
Grade

Grade Point 
Average

Meaning

A 90-100% 4.0 Outstanding achievement of the goals, objectives, and skills of course 
B 80-89% 3.0 Very good achievement of the goals, objectives, and skills of course 
C 70-79% 2.0 Satisfactory achievement of the goals, objectives, and skills of course 
D 60-69% 1.0 Minimum achievement of the goals, objectives, and skills of the course
F below 60% 0.0 Minimum achievement not met

CR -- -- Satisfactory completion of course
NC -- -- Unsatisfactory completion of course

I -- -- Incomplete course; the student is given a set period of time to 
complete missing work.

HONORS PLACEMENT
Honors classes engage students in active, high-level learning, thereby ensuring that students develop the 

skills, habits of mind, and strategies to succeed in Advanced Placement courses, and college. Honors courses 
offered at UCHS include:

• Honors Literature and Composition I
• Honors Literature and Composition II
• Honors Algebra I
• Honors Geometry
• Honors Chemistry
• Honors World History
• Honors U.S. History

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses follow a national curriculum provided by The College Board, the 

publishers of the SAT college entrance exam. These courses give students the opportunity to earn college credit 
while still in high school. Each May, AP exams are offered to students as they complete their coursework. 
Students earning a minimum score on the exam will receive either elective credit or course replacement credit, 
depending on the college or university policy. Parents and students are encouraged to review these policies 
on the college website for the colleges in consideration. These are college-level courses that reflect a student‘s 
willingness to follow the demands and rigor of college-level studies. AP courses assist students in stretching 
themselves to think and learn at a higher level and will help students stand out in the college admission 
process. A fee is required for each AP exam. The following AP courses are offered at UCHS:

• AP Biology
• AP Calculus AB 
• AP Calculus BC
• AP Chemistry 

• AP Spanish
• AP Government
• AP U.S. History
• AP World History

• AP Physics 
• AP Language and Composition
• AP Literature and Composition
• AP Latin

The cost of the AP exam is $89. The cost of the exam may be adjusted based upon student need.
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GRADING IN HONORS AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
Honors and Advanced Placement course grades are calculated into a student’s Grade Point Average on a 

weighted scale. Below is the weighted scales for GPA calculation.
Honors Courses Advanced Placement Courses
 A = 4.5  A = 5.0
 B = 3.5  B = 4.0
 C = 2.5  C = 3.0
 D = 1.0  D = 1.0
 F = 0  F = 0

CREDIT AND NO CREDIT
Any student enrolled in University City High School may select one course each semester to receive credit 

or no credit for the course. Students who select the option of credit/no credit are expected to participate in the 
class and fulfill the requirements of the course. The teacher will grade the student by indicating that s/he  
receives credit for the course, or that s/he receives no credit for the course. In either case, the results of the 
student’s effort will be recorded on the permanent record as follows:

• CR: Indicates satisfactory completion in the course and credit will be given
• NC: Indicates failure in the course taken and no credit will be given
A course taken for C/NC will not be used in computing the grade-point average or class rank.
All students who select the option of C/NC will have six weeks to complete the proper form and submit to 

Guidance. C/NC forms are available in Guidance.

INDEPENDENT STUDY
Students may apply to take one course per semester of independent study for credit. An application for 

independent study must be approved by the student, parent, teacher, department chairperson, counselor, and 
Guidance Department. Independent study may be arranged for courses that are offered but cannot be scheduled 
due to irresolvable conflict. (This is a rare case.) See the counselors to determine eligibility for a course. Faculty 
members who sponsor students on independent study are responsible for complete, specific information on the 
Independent Study Form. Teachers are also responsible for documenting that the contracted readings, assignments, 
and conferences are completed before awarding credit for the study. In no instance is an independent study credit 
to be awarded without adequate performance. Independent Study Forms can be obtained from the guidance office. 
THE FORMS MUST BE COMPLETED AND SUBMITTED BY THE THIRD WEEK OF THE SEMESTER.

ONLINE LEARNING: E2020
E2020 is a computer-based instructional program designed to provide students with the opportunity to 

fulfill requirements for graduation through credit recovery of a previously failed course. All course work is 
aligned to Missouri state standards and the Common Core standards. Students are able to learn at their own 
pace and make meaningful academic gains. E2020 provides learning opportunities for students in traditional, 
non-traditional, at-risk, home bound, or other alternative settings to recover credits through online courses in 
a flexible and engaging environment. Counselors and administrators can assign, monitor, and assess student 
progress through management, tracking, and reporting tools.

E2020 provides classes for students in grades 9-12 in the elective and core content areas including 
mathematics, science, language arts, and social studies courses. Enrollment requirements are as follows:

• Student may be enrolled in E2020 courses for credit recovery or advancement.
• Student may be enrolled in the E2020 class during the regular school schedule in lieu of an elective class.
• Student may also be enrolled outside the school day for credit recovery.
• Attendance guidelines for online classes offered during the school day will be the same as regular classes.
• Student may not be enrolled for more than two (2) courses at one time.
• Student will be subject to the student conduct code while working online.
• If a student is enrolled in the course during the day, student will be assigned to the computer lab. The 

teacher/computer lab aid will help with technical problems but does not instruct the student. The 
teacher will take attendance, help with any problems accessing the course or online materials, any 
technical issues, or computer problems.

• E2020 does not meet NCAA Clearinghouse standards of eligibility.
• Student may not be enrolled in more than two courses at one time; unless needed for graduation.
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LIEBERMAN LEARNING CENTER
The Lieberman Learning Center (LLC) is an option that provides a learning experience for students 

apart from the traditional high school environment. The goal of the program is to provide an opportunity 
for students to continue earning credits during a period in which they may experience difficulty in meeting 
expectations and requirements of the traditional high school. The LLC will provide:

• Flexible schedules,
• Smaller class sizes,
• An opportunity for more individualized instruction, and
• An opportunity to earn credit through employment and/or community service.
The program is not intended for first-year freshmen. Students will be admitted to the program through 

an application process. A student, parent/guardian, counselor, social worker, or administrator can initiate 
an application through the guidance office. After the counselor has spoken with the student and a parent/
guardian, the application is sent to the LLC, along with a copy of the student’s transcript, and attendance 
and discipline records. The application is then evaluated based upon the number of specific credits needed 
to determine if the LLC can assist the student. Students are then notified of acceptance into the program. All 
students accepted into the program must then have a student parent/guardian conference with the program 
administrator prior to being admitted.

Applications are accepted by June 1 for the fall semester and by December 15 for second semester. Student 
acceptance for second semester will be based on available space. 

EARLY SENIOR GRADUATION
Seniors may depart from school before their graduation date if the criteria detailed below have been met. 

• All graduation requirements have been fulfilled.
• Written parental consent is submitted to the guidance counselor. 
• The student makes a formal application at least one semester before the proposed completion date. 

Late applications are accepted only if extenuating circumstances merit special consideration. 
• Student has secured employment or is enrolled in a post-high school education program.
S/he is considered a student of University City High School until the normal graduation ceremony in May. 

As such, s/he may participate in all student activities during the second semester that do not require regular 
attendance in school. All fees must be paid prior to graduation. Final approval for early departure is made by 
the administration in conjunction with the counselor. If interested, see the counselor for an early departure 
application form.

DESCRIPTIONS OF TESTS
The University City School District offers testing sites within the district for many of the tests listed below. 

Please contact the Guidance Department at school to obtain information regarding testing dates, sites, and 
costs. The Guidance Department also offers a number of resources to help students prepare for the tests.

Missouri and U.S. Constitution Tests
Per the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, to be eligible for graduation from high 

school, a student must satisfactorily pass a test or tests on the provisions and principles of the U.S. and 
Missouri constitutions in order to graduate. At University City High School, the tests are administered in U.S. 
Government courses.

End-Of-Course Exam (EOC)
As part of the Missouri Assessment Program, UCHS requires End-of-Course (EOC) assessments in 

the subject areas of Algebra I, Algebra II (if Algebra I was taken in 8th grade), Lit & Comp II, Biology and 
Government. EOC assessments are taken when a student has received instruction on the course-level 
expectations for an assessment, regardless of grade level.
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PSAT/NMSQT (11th Grade)

 Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/ 
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT)

The PSAT/NMSQT measures verbal, writing, and mathematics reasoning skills important for academic 
success in college. It serves three purposes: 

• It gives the student practice for SAT I,
• It is the first step in qualifying for scholarships sponsored by the National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation and other scholarship programs, and
• It gives the student the opportunity to participate in the Student Search Service.
This test is approximately two hours in length and is primarily taken in the junior year. Sometimes it 

is appropriate for the student to take this test during his/her sophomore year for practice. Students should 
consult their counselors for additional information.

SAT I & II (11th-12th Grades)

 SAT I: Reasoning Test (Scholastic Aptitude Test) 
SAT is an assessment used to predict students’ performance in college. Required by some schools as part of 

the application process, this test has three sections — verbal, mathematics, and writing. Questions in the verbal 
section are divided into reading passages, analogies, and sentence completion. Questions in the mathematics 
section cover standard multiple-choice, quantitative comparisons, and grid-in answers. The Writing Test is an 
essay based on a prompt. The Guidance Office can provide the student with additional information or students 
can go to www.collegeboard.org. It is recommended that students take this test during their sophomore or 
junior year.

SAT II: Subject Tests (College Board Achievement Tests)
The SAT II: Subject Tests are designed to find out how well the student has mastered specific subjects. Tests 

are offered in the areas of communication arts, history, foreign language, mathematics, and science. There are 
three purposes for taking these tests:

• Allows the student to demonstrate mastery of specific subjects,
• Assists colleges in their admission decisions and helps the student to determine his/her college 

preferences, and
• Provides choice of and placement in entry-level courses.
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ACT (11th-12th Grades)

 American College Testing Program (ACT)
The ACT consists of four examinations in communication arts, math, reading, and science reasoning, each 

of which yields separate scores measuring developed abilities in those areas. The test is required by some 
colleges as part of the application process for admission. The ACT assessment also offers an optional writing 
test. Check with colleges to determine if they require this assessment. The Guidance Office can provide the 
student with additional information. The ACT exam dates are as follows:

TEST DATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE
September 10, 2016 
October 22, 2016 Registration dates
December 10, 2016 will be announced in
February 11, 2017 March of preceding school year.  
April 8, 2017 For more details,
June 10, 2017 (Non-Saturday Date) visit www.actstudent.org.

• Seniors must enroll in World Literature if not meeting the college readiness benchmark on the ACT.
• Seniors must enroll in College Prep Algebra or another mathematics course if not meeting the college 

readiness benchmark on the ACT.

ACT WorkKeys Assessment
ACT WorkKeys is a job skills assessment system that helps employers select, hire, train, develop, and retain 

a high-performance workforce. This series of tests measures foundational and soft skills and offers specialized 
assessments to target institutional needs.

As part of ACT’s Work Readiness System, ACT WorkKeys has helped millions of people in high schools, 
colleges, professional associations, businesses, and government agencies build their skills to increase global 
competitiveness and develop successful career pathways.

Successful completion of ACT WorkKeys assessments in Applied Mathematics, Locating Information, 
and Reading for Information can lead to earning ACT’s National Career Readiness Certificate (ACT NCRC), a 
portable credential earned by more than 2.3 million people across the United States.

Source: http://www.act.org/products/workforce-act-workkeys/

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)
Parents interested in having their son or daughter take an aptitude and career interest test should 

encourage students to sign up for the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB). The Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education has this to say about the ASVAB: “The Armed Services 
Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB), the most widely used multiple aptitude battery in the United States 
and the most up-to-date, provides measures of aptitudes for general academic areas and for career areas that 
encompass most of the civilian as well as the military world. It is an excellent and useful test for all high school 
students’ grades 10 through 12.” The UCHS Guidance Office has information about this valuable test. The 
ASVAB is free with no military obligation attached.

NOTE: In addition to the tests described above, some colleges require their own on-campus placement 
tests before college enrollment is completed. UCHS suggests that each college-bound student explore the issue 
of college-related testing with the UCHS Guidance Department.
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COMPASS Placement Test
St. Louis Community College uses COMPASS, an untimed, computerized placement test to evaluate 

academic skills and place students into appropriate courses. COMPASS scores indicate areas in which students 
are strong and areas in which they may need help. Following testing, students and their advisor or counselor 
can review the results and determine coursework that will be appropriate to the student’s academic skills and 
chosen program of study beyond high school.

COMPASS is required of all students enrolling at STLCC unless academic credentials are submitted that 
qualify students to take such courses without testing. STLCC may waive all or part of the placement test if 
students provide written documentation of one of the following:

An ACT score earned within the last three years documenting: 

• A reading score of 18 or above to waive the reading test 

• An English score of 18 or above to waive the writing test 

• A math score of 23 or above to waive the math test 

An SAT score earned within the last three years documenting: 

• A critical reading score of 500 or above to waive the reading and writing tests 

• A math score of 580 or above to waive the math test

In addition, some selective admission programs may require additional assessment exams or skills tests.
If the student cannot document that s/he has met the alternative assessment criteria noted above, s/he will 

be required to take the appropriate placement test(s) through STLCC before enrollment. 

Source: http://www.stlcc.edu/admissions_and_registration/Getting_Started/COMPASS/Index.html

DUAL CREDIT 
Dual Credit is an opportunity for qualified junior and senior students to enroll in college courses  that 

earn both high school graduation and college credit simultaneously without having to leave the  high school 
campus.  Dual Credit is a platform that provides for a seamless transition from secondary to postsecondary  
education. It involves close collaboration between high school and college educators through on- going 
communication and planning for an integrated program of study. There are several benefits and  challenges 
associated with dual credit courses. 

Benefits: 
• Provides a head start on postsecondary core requirements 
• Lowers cost of college (credits earned are discounted to the student) 
• Extends the variety of classes available to high school students 
• Provides greater opportunity for a coordinated, seamless education 
• Serves as a “controlled” introduction to college life 
• Allows increased and easier transition to college.

Challenges: 
• Occasional lack of student maturity, self-discipline, and motivation for college classes 
• Completing the course work along with other high school courses 

Although there is a cost involved when taking dual enrollment courses, it is a benefit to the student to take  
advantage of obtaining college credit because tuition costs are given at a discounted rate. 

UCHS offers two courses for dual credit at the high school. These courses include:
• College Prep Algebra (Math 140)
• Human Anatomy and Physiology (Biology 109)
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SAINT LOUIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE ARTICULATED CREDIT

What is articulated credit? Articulated credit is college credit earned while a student is in high school. The 
credit is awarded for a high school course that is associated with a comparable college-level course, for which 
there is a signed articulation agreement developed by St. Louis Community College (STLCC) faculty and 
agreed upon by administration at both the high school and college level. Articulated credit can be applied at 
STLCC toward an Associate in Applied Science degree or certificate program.

What classes at University City High School are articulated with STLCC?
• Accounting I & II
• Child Development I & II
• Computer Applications I & II
• Culinary Arts I & II
• Drafting Design I
• Introduction to Engineering Design
• Principals of Engineering
• Web Design

So if I take these courses and earn articulated credit can it only be applied to STLCC?  
Yes. These articulation agreements are exclusive with STLCC Career and Technical Education programs. These 
credits are not transferable to other colleges or universities.

If I take these courses and earn these credits, do I have to pay for them at STLCC?  
No, if students earn the credit at UCHS, then they are college credits earned FREE of charge! But students will 
only be eligible to use the articulated credit within three years of graduating from UCHS.

What must I do to earn the articulated credit other than being enrolled in the course at UCHS?  
Students must earn a “B” or better.

How can I get more information? 
Check with a guidance counselor or a faculty member in the CTE Department.

DUAL ENROLLMENT
Dual enrollment is an option available to senior students. Students may enroll in a college-level course for 

college and/or high school credit while attending their senior year of high school. Enrollment in a class that is 
below college level will be taken for high school credit only. To be eligible, seniors must:

• Have a cumulative 2.5 GPA or higher;
• Have met or are meeting all graduation requirements through the regular high school program; and
• Enroll in a college course that is not available in the high school program, either because it is not 

offered or because of a conflict of time in the schedule.
Dual enrollment is available through the University of Missouri-St. Louis, St. Louis Community College, 

and Harris Stowe State University, as well as other area colleges. This option is open to seniors only and 
requires parent, counselor, and administrator approval prior to enrollment. Dual Enrollment Forms should be 
obtained from the guidance office. As most college and university semesters do not coincide with high school 
calendars, forms must be completed and submitted by the colleges’ deadlines.

University City High School students are not eligible for late-start classes. In the case of a student 
beginning a college course before the end of first semester, the student is responsible for working with his/
her academic counselor and classroom teacher to make arrangements for class work and final examinations. 
Students must be aware that the colleges have the final say in these courses.

To arrange dual enrollment, students must meet with their counselor after locating the course they wish to 
take. The counselor will examine records and write the permission letter for all qualifying students.
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A+ ADVANTAGE
Missouri’s A+ Program provides scholarship funds to eligible graduates of A+ designated high schools, 

such as University City High School, who meet certain A+ requirements / criteria and choose to attend a 
participating public community college, vocational/technical school or state university. Educational incentives 
for participating institutions will be provided as long as state funds are appropriated by the legislature.

UCHS students are encouraged to enroll in the A+ Program during their freshman year to allow students 
and parents to receive information on the A+ Program from the A+ Coordinator. Interested seniors must enroll 
in the A+ program no later than January in order to complete the 50 required hours of tutoring/mentoring 
before graduation.

As of January 2015, A+ candidates must graduate with a grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.5 on a 
4.0 scale, maintain at least a 95 percent cumulative attendance record in grades 9-12, maintain a good record 
of citizenship in alignment with the school’s citizenship requirements, have at least a 17 or above on ACT 
Math, 43 on COMPASS pre-algebra or 1 on COMPASS algebra exams and perform at least 50 hours of unpaid 
tutoring/mentoring to other students that is verified by the high school’s A+ coordinator.

Students interested in participating in the A+ Program should contact UCHS’ A+ coordinator, Linda 
Pritchard at lpritchard@ucityschools.org or 314-290-4100 ext. 2102. More information about the A+ Program 
including A+ Agreement. A+ Partnership Plan and A+ Manual are available at uchs.ucityschools.org.

THINKING ABOUT TECHNICAL SCHOOL?
North and South County Technical High Schools offers students in grades 10-12 the opportunity to earn 

professional licenses and certifications, college credits through articulation and dual enrollment agreements, 
and advanced placement in 12 apprenticeship programs. Course offerings range from traditional technical 
fields, such as precision machining and construction, to high-demand fields such as health sciences and 
network administration. Students must complete an application for admission. For additional information, 
please see a guidance counselor and visit www.sssdmo.org/ssd_services/tech_ed.html. A complete list of 
courses is listed below delineated by career cluster.

Advanced Manufacturing
• Precision Machining
• Welding

Arts and Communication
• Architectural Design and Geospatial 

Technology
• Fashion Design
• Graphic Design
• Graphic Production and Printing

Business and Information Technology
• Business and Financial Management
• CISCO Networking Academy
• Hospitality, Tourism and Event Planning
• Web and Computer Programming

Construction
• Carpentry
• Construction Trades
• Electrical Trades
• Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning
• Plumbing

Human Services
• Cosmetology
• Culinary Arts
• Early Childhood Education

Medical, Plant and Animal Sciences
• Health Science
• Landscaping and Horticulture
• Veterinary Assistant

Public Safety
• Emergency Medical Technician
• Firefighting
• Homeland Security
• Law Enforcement

Transportation
• Auto Body
• Automotive Technology
• Diesel Technology
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PROJECT LEAD THE WAY: PATHWAY TO ENGINEERING
The Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Pathway to Engineering (PTE) program is a sequence of courses that 

follows a proven hands-on, real-world problem-solving approach to learning. Throughout PTE, students 
learn and apply the design process, acquire strong teamwork and communication proficiency and develop 
organizational, critical-thinking, and problem-solving skills. Students discover the answers to questions like 
how are things made and what processes go into creating products? 

Students use the same industry-leading 3D design software used by companies like Intel, Lockheed Martin 
and Pixar. They explore aerodynamics, astronautics and space life sciences. Students apply biological and 
engineering concepts related to biomechanics, such as robotics. They design, test and actually construct circuits 
and devices such as smart phones and tablets and work collaboratively on a culminating capstone project. 
Project Lead the Way is STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics) education and is at the heart 
of today’s high-tech, high-skill global economy.

Course offerings include, Introduction to Engineering Design (IED), Principles of Engineering (POE) and 
Civil Engineering and Architecture (CEA). The fourth course Engineering Design and Development (EDD) is 
yet to come in 2017-18.

ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY
University City High School is a member of the Missouri State High School Activities Association (MSHSAA) 

and abides by all the rules and regulations pertaining to eligibility for student-athletes and the rules and 
regulations as established by the Association. The School District of University City has placed increased standards 
on student-athletes and expects all participants to meet both MSHSAA and District guidelines for participation.

• Participation in athletics and activities is considered a privilege and not a right.
• Students must be considered a “credible citizen” to be eligible to compete. This includes actions at 

school and in the community and is in effect 365 days a year.
• MSHSAA Academic Eligibility Standards require that students be enrolled in a minimum of 3.0 credits 

(6 classes) in the semester they compete.
• MSHSAA Academic Eligibility Standards require that students pass a minimum of 3.0 credits  

(6 classes) the semester prior to competition. (Summer may be included.)
• University City High School requires students that have below a 2.5 cumulative GPA to attend 

academic tutoring and be enrolled in the Academic Improvement Program (AIP) in order to gain the 
privilege of competition.

• If students are not permitted to attend school for disciplinary reasons, they are not allowed to 
participate in interscholastic athletics. Students that receive Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) may 
not practice or compete until they complete a full day of attendance. Students that receive In-School 
Suspension (ISS) may practice but not compete until they complete a full day of attendance. 

• Students must report all arrests and actions taken by law enforcement to their Athletic Director 
within 24 hours (excluding traffic violations) to determine if the action will have an effect on athletic 
eligibility. 

• If a student-athlete is absent after the completion of first period, they may practice but not compete 
until they complete a full day of attendance. Students absent on Fridays may not compete over the 
weekend. Absences may be approved by the Athletic Director in rare cases if permission is granted in 
advance, such as for a doctor’s appointment, college visit, funeral, etc.

• Students who represent University City High School by participating in interscholastic athletics may 
not compete as members of a non-school team in the same sports season. Students may compete with 
an organized non-school team in a different sport if there is no practice or competition for the in-school 
team on that day. 

• Students must maintain their amateurism and may not accept any award directly tied to athletics or 
performance in excess of $25.

• Students and parents are required to read and abide by the “Student-Athlete Handbook” located on 
the District website at uchs.ucityschools.org. 

** See the Athletic Director for additional information or any questions **
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NATIONAL COLLEGE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (NCAA) 
ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS

Core Courses:  
NCAA Division I requires 16 core courses. This rule applies to any student first entering any Division I 
college or university. NCAA Division II requires 14 core courses.  
Note: Division II will require 16 core courses beginning August 1, 2013. 

Test Scores: 
• Division I has a sliding scale for test score and grade point average. 
• Division II has a minimum SAT score requirement of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68. 
• The SAT score used for NCAA purposes includes only the critical reading and math sections. The 

writing section of the SAT is not used. 
• The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the four sections on the ACT: English, 

mathematics, reading and science. 
• All SAT and ACT scores must be reported directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center by the testing 

agency. Test scores that appear on transcripts will not be used. When registering for the SAT or ACT, 
use the Eligibility Center code of 9999 to make sure the score is reported to the Eligibility Center. 

Grade Point Average: 
• Only core courses are used in the calculation of the grade point average. 
• Be sure to look at the high school’s list of NCAA-approved core courses on the Eligibility Center’s 

website at www.eligibilitycenter.org to make certain that courses being taken have been approved as 
core courses. 

Important Information: 
Students enrolling at an NCAA Division I or II institution for the first time need to also complete 
the amateurism questionnaire through the Eligibility Center website. Students need to request final 
amateurism certification prior to enrollment. 

For more information regarding the rules, please go to www.NCAA.org. Click on “Rules Compliance” 
then “Eligibility.” 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY FOR FACULTY & STUDENTS
University City High School values academic integrity. Academic integrity requires:

Honesty, which means:
• A commitment to truthfulness, and
• The refusal to steal or mislead, cheat, or plagiarize.

Fairness, which means:
• The willingness to treat others as I would wish to be treated upon careful consideration.

Respect, which means valuing, in attitude and practice:
• All human beings,
• Myself, and
• The University City High School community and beyond.

Responsibility, which means:
• Recognizing that the quality of a UCHS education and the quality of the UCHS experience depend 

upon my behavior, and
• Accepting, at all times, the consequences of my actions.

As a member of the UCHS community, the students, faculty, and staff are responsible for upholding this 
value, supporting academic quality, academic rigor and an appropriate high school atmosphere.
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT
University City High School values academic integrity (honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility). 

It recognizes that individuals can achieve their maximum potential and contribute appropriately to the well-
being of the larger community only if they recognize the ethical dimensions of decisions and actions. The 
school and district assumes all members of the academic community will exhibit academic integrity supporting 
student access, academic quality, academic rigor, innovation, and collegiality.

DEFINITION OF PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism is defined as representing the words, ideas, or work of another as one’s own in any academic 

exercise. Plagiarism consists of taking the words or substance of another work and either copying or 
paraphrasing without giving credit to the source. Plagiarism is applicable to written, oral and artistic work. The 
following examples are only some of the many forms plagiarism may take:

• Word-for-word copying of work written by someone else;

• Failure to give proper credit for ideas, statements of facts or conclusions derived by another;

• Failure to use quotation marks when quoting directly from another, whether a paragraph, sentence or 
phrase; or

• Close and extended paraphrasing of another work without acknowledging the source.

DEFINITION OF CHEATING
Cheating is the act of obtaining or attempting to obtain credit for academic work through the use of 

dishonest, deceptive, or fraudulent means. The following are only some of the many forms cheating may take:

• Copying another’s work on a test, paper, or project;

• Using unauthorized materials in an exam or collaborating on work to be turned in for credit where the 
instructor disallows such collaboration;

• Taking an exam for another student, purposely allowing another student to copy during a test or 
providing coursework for another student to turn in as his or her own effort;

• Fabricating, falsifying or misrepresenting data or results from experiments, interviews or surveys;

• Submitting the same work in more than one class for credit without permission from the instructor; or

• Knowingly furnishing false information to a college.

SCHEDULE CHANGE
University City High School students may only change their schedules during the first two weeks of each 

semester.  Schedule changes are based upon the professional recommendation of teachers and counselors.  
Student’s preference of teacher is not a sufficient rationale for schedule changes. Should a student wish to 
change an honors or Advanced Placement (AP) course, they should pick up a purple, Honors/AP Drop form 
from the 11th grade office.
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FIVE YEAR PLAN
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CAREER PATHWAYS
What is a Career Path? The state of Missouri has identified six Career Paths as a way to help students 

become aware of and explore careers in a logical and meaningful way. They include Arts and Communication, 
Business, Management and Technology, Health Services, Human Services/Transportation, Industrial and Engineering 
Technology, and Natural Resources and Agriculture.

What is a Career Cluster? Missouri uses 16 Career Clusters as a way of organizing occupations and careers 
to assist educators in tailoring rigorous coursework and related activities for all students. The Career Clusters 
include all occupations, even those not usually found in career and technical education. 

What is a Career Pathway? Occupations within a Career Cluster are further grouped according to shared 
commonalities such as skill sets or common roles. This grouping is called a Career Pathway. Each cluster contains two 
to seven Career Pathways. Career Pathways assist educators in the development of a coordinated and non-duplicative 
sequence of courses that identifies both secondary and postsecondary education elements; includes challenging 
academic and career and technical education content; and culminates in one or more of the following: technical skill 
proficiency, a credential, a certificate, or a degree at the secondary or postsecondary level.

Who can help me understand Career Pathways? A guidance counselor as well as any Career and Technical Education 
teacher can assist students in understanding Career Pathways – just ask!

Where can I get more information regarding the Career Pathways at University City High School? Right here in this 
book! Read all about them in the pages that follow.
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