
MANHASSET UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
  Manhasset, New York 11030 

    Regular Board MEETING Minutes 
August 26, 2021 

Shelter Rock School Auditorium 
Zoom Video Communications 
Live-Streamed Via YouTube 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD PRESENT AND VOTING: Ms. Patricia Aitken, President, Ms. 

Christine Monterosso, Vice President, Ms. Jill Pullano and Ms. Erin Royce, Trustees 

 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD ABSENT: Ms. Regina Rule 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF PRESENT:  Dr. Gaurav Passi, Acting Superintendent; Rosemary 

Johnson, Deputy Superintendent for Business and Operations; Allison Rushforth, Assistant 

Superintendent for Student Services; Dr. Dean Schlanger, Principal, Manhasset Secondary School, Chad 

Altman, Principal, Munsey Park Elementary School, Richard Roder, Principal, Shelter Rock Elementary 

School and other administrators. 

 

CALL TO ORDER and VERIFICATION OF QUORUM  

 

On motion duly made at 6:00 p.m. Ms. Aitken verified the presence of a quorum and called to 

order a Regular Meeting of the Manhasset Board of Education Meeting. 

 

  MOTION:  The Board of Education convenes herewith a Regular Board Meeting. 

 

 PROPOSED BY:  Ms. Aitken 

 VOTE: Ms. Aitken, Ms. Monterosso, Ms. Pullano, Ms. Royce - YES 

MOTION APPROVED:  4-0 

 

On motion duly made at 6:00 p.m., the Board adjourned the Regular Meeting and convened 

Executive Session for discussions involving proposed, pending, or current litigation and 

discussions involving matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, 

discipline, suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation. 

 

MOTION:  The Board of Education adjourns the Regular Meeting and convenes Executive 

Session for discussions involving proposed, pending, or current litigation and discussions 

involving matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, 

suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation. 

 

 

 PROPOSED BY:  Ms. Aitken 

 VOTE: Ms. Aitken, Ms. Monterosso, Ms. Pullano, Ms. Royce - YES 

MOTION APPROVED:  4-0 

 

7:41 p.m.  There were approximately 32 community members and staff in attendance and over 

60 who participated via Zoom Video Communications. 

 

mailto:allison_rushforth@manhasset.k12.ny.us
mailto:dschlanger@manhasset.k12.ny.us
mailto:rgeczik@manhasset.k12.ny.us
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A. Approval of Minutes (Enclosures) 

MOTION: The Board of Education hereby approves the minutes of the August 3, 2021 and the 

August 11, 2021 Regular Board Meetings. 

 

 PROPOSED BY:  Ms. Aitken 

 VOTE: Ms. Aitken, Ms. Monterosso, Ms. Pullano, Ms. Royce - YES 

MOTION APPROVED:  4-0 

 

B. Board President Patricia Aitken Announcement:  Dr. Gaurav Passi will continue as Acting 

Superintendent as well as oversee Curriculum and Personnel 

 

C. Acting Superintendent/Deputy Superintendent's Report 

Construction Update: Ms. Rosemary Johnson 

Presentation on Reopening Plan: Dr. Gaurav Passi 

D. Gifts to District (Enclosures)  

Acceptance of a Gift for the Middle School Bridge Program 

The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District gratefully acknowledges 

and authorizes the administration to accept a gift of $1000 to provide food and resources to 

students involved in the Middle School Bridge Program from the Plandome Woman’s Club. 

 

Acceptance of Gifts to Fund the Marketing Club  

The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District gratefully acknowledges 

and authorizes the administration to accept gifts from Landon Kissell in the amount of $977, 

Sambhav Jain in the amount of $902 and Jack Hyland in the amount of $75 to fund the 

Manhasset Marketing Club advisor stipend, inclusive of pension and payroll taxes. 

 

Acceptance of a Gift to Fund the CASA Set Connect Clubs 

The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District gratefully acknowledges 

and authorizes the administration to accept a gift from the Manhasset Community Coalition 

Against Substance Abuse (CASA) in the amount of $3,908 to fund the Middle School and High 

School CASA Set Connect Clubs Advisor stipends, inclusive of pension and payroll taxes. 

 

 PROPOSED BY:  Ms. Aitken 

 VOTE: Ms. Aitken, Ms. Monterosso, Ms. Pullano, Ms. Royce - YES 

MOTION APPROVED:  4-0 

 

E. Appointments of Board Liaisons to Committees 

Audit Committee – Patricia Aitken and Jill Pullano 

CAC Finance – Jill Pullano 

MAAC and Indians Rock (Athletics) – Patricia Aitken and Jill Pullano 

School Community Association (SCA) – Patricia Aitken and Christine Monterosso 

Tower Foundation – Jill Pullano and Erin Royce 

PASE (Special Education) – Erin Royce 

CASA – Christine Monterosso 

 

F. Personnel (Enclosure) 
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Resolution: Restoration to Former Status  

WHEREAS, a vacancy has occurred in the tenure area of an excessed teacher, and 

WHEREAS, the teacher pursuant to New York State Education Law, was placed on a preferred 

eligible list for the tenure area, and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to New York State Education Law and the teacher’s placement on the 

preferred eligible list, the District has offered to recall the teacher,  

BE IT RESOLVED now therefore, upon recommendation of the Acting Superintendent of 

Schools, that Patricia Doyle has been restored to her former probationary position effective 

9/1/2021.* 

 

PERSONNEL SCHEDULE: 

Appointments (156) (As per MEA and MESPA Agreements) the Board of Education of the 

Manhasset UFSD hereby approves Schedule A-6, Appointments. 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Education (“Board”) appoints Robin 

Silverman to a three-year probationary appointment as a Reading Teacher (tenure area: Remedial 

Reading) effective 9/1/2021, subject to applicable laws and regulations regarding the granting of 

tenure. * 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Education (“Board”) appoints Lacey 

Dillworth to a four-year probationary appointment as a Special Education and English Teacher 

(tenure area: Special Education) effective 9/1/2021, subject to applicable laws and regulations 

regarding the granting of tenure. * 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Education (Board) appoints Maria 

Efthimiades to a four-year probationary appointment as a Teacher Assistant (tenure area: 

Teacher Assistant) effective 9/1/2021. 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, the Board of Education (Board) appoints Deborah 

Hakimian to a four-year probationary appointment as a Teacher Assistant (tenure area: Teacher 

Assistant) effective 9/1/2021. 

*Pursuant to Education Law section 3012-d and Commissioner’s Regulations, in order to be 

considered for tenure, said individual probationary appointees must have received an APPR 

rating of effective or highly effective in three of the four probationary years and must not receive 

an ineffective in the fourth year. 

 

Settings of Salary (2) (As per MESPA Agreement) the Board of Education of the Manhasset 

UFSD hereby approves Schedule S-2, Settings of Salary. 

 

Leave of Absence (5) (As per MEA and MESPA Agreements) the Board of Education of the 

Manhasset UFSD hereby approves Schedule L-1, Leaves of Absence. 

 

Terminations (5) (As per MEA and MESPA Agreements) The Board of Education of the 

Manhasset UFSD hereby approves Schedule T-3, Terminations. 

  

 PROPOSED BY:  Ms. Aitken 

 VOTE: Ms. Aitken, Ms. Monterosso, Ms. Pullano, Ms. Royce - YES 

MOTION APPROVED:  4-0 

 

G. Consent Agenda 
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1. CSE/CPSE/Section 504 Minutes (Enclosures) 

MOTION:  Upon recommendation of the CSE/CPSE/Section 504 Chairperson, the Board of 

Education hereby approves recommended placements, services, supports, and/or 

accommodations as recommended in CSE/CPSE/Section 504 meetings held on the dates so 

indicated in the Committee Recommendations for Board of Education Review with Details, 

dated August 26, 2021. 

 

2. Ratification of Conference Request (Enclosures) 

MOTION:  The Board of Education hereby ratifies the Conference Requests reviewed by 

Assistant Superintendent Passi and approved by the Superintendent and the Business 

Official. These requests are on file in Central Office and available for review, if requested. 

 

3. Approval of Manhasset Union Free School District - District-Wide School Safety Plan 

(Enclosure) 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Project SAVE, the Manhasset Union Free School District is 

required to develop and annually update a District-Wide School Safety Plan which seeks to 

provide for the safety, health and security of both students and staff by through a 

comprehensive plan addressing risk reduction/prevention, response and recovery with respect 

to a variety of emergencies that may occur in the District and its component school buildings: 

Munsey Park School, Shelter Rock School and the Manhasset Secondary School; and 

WHEREAS, the District-Wide Safety Plan for 2021-22 was made available for public 

comment for 30 days prior to its adoption and provided for participation of the entire school 

community, in accordance with Project Save, and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the District-Wide Safety Plan for 2021-22 was held on June 

23, 2021, in accordance with Project Save, and 

WHEREAS, the Building-Level Emergency Response Plans for 2021-22 were adopted by 

the Board of Education on June 23, 2021, in accordance with Project Save, 

now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 

hereby approves and adopts the District-Wide Safety Plan for 2021-22. 

 

4. TAX ANTICIPATION NOTE RESOLUTION OF MANHASSET UNION FREE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT, NEW YORK, ADOPTED AUGUST 26, 2021, 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED $13,000,000 TAX 

ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE RECEIPT OF TAXES 

LEVIED OR TO BE LEVIED FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 

2022 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF MANHASSET UNION FREE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT, IN THE COUNTY OF NASSAU, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.        Tax Anticipation Notes (herein called “Notes”) of Manhasset Union Free 

School District, in the County of Nassau, New York (herein called “District”), in the principal 

amount of not to exceed $13,000,000, and any notes in renewal thereof, are hereby authorized 

to be issued pursuant to the provisions of Sections 24.00 and 39.00 of the Local Finance Law, 

constituting Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated Laws of the State of New York (herein called 

“Law”). 
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Section 2.        The following additional matters are hereby determined and declared: 

(a)        The Notes shall be issued in anticipation of the collection of real estate taxes levied or 

to be levied for school purposes for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2021 and ending June 

30, 2022, and the proceeds of the Notes shall be used only for the purposes for which said taxes 

are levied. 

(b)        The Notes shall mature within the period of one year from the date of their issuance. 

(c)        The Notes are not issued in renewal of other notes. 

(d)       The total amount of such taxes remains uncollected at the date of adoption of this 

resolution. 

Section 3.        The Notes hereby authorized shall contain the recital of validity prescribed by 

Section 52.00 of the Law and shall be general obligations of the District, and the faith and 

credit of the District are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the principal of and interest 

on the Notes and unless the Notes are otherwise paid or payment provided for, an amount 

sufficient for such payment shall be inserted in the budget of the District and a tax sufficient 

to provide for the payment thereof shall be levied and collected. 

Section 4.        Subject to the provisions of this resolution and the Law, and pursuant to 

Sections 50.00, 56.00, 60.00 and 61.00 of the Law, the power to sell and issue the Notes 

authorized pursuant hereto, or any renewals thereof, and to determine the terms, form and 

contents, including the manner of execution, of such Notes, and to execute tax certifications 

relative thereto, is hereby delegated to the President of the Board of Education, the chief fiscal 

officer of the District. 

Section 5.        The Notes shall be executed in the name of the District by the manual signature 

of the President of the Board of Education, the Vice President of the Board of Education, the 

District Treasurer, the District Clerk, or such other officer of the District as shall be designated 

by the chief fiscal officer of the District, and shall have the corporate seal of the District 

impressed or imprinted thereon which corporate seal may be attested by the manual signature 

of the District Clerk. 

Section 6.        This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

5. Approval of Manhasset School District Contract for Receipt of Federal Part B Flow-

Through Allocations (Enclosure) 

MOTION:  The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education authorizes the 

Board President to execute the attached Manhasset School District Contract for Receipt of 

Federal Part B Flow-Through Allocations for the 2020-2021 school year. The contract is in 

accordance with grants 611 and 619, and the Special Education Provider has met the 

necessary criteria. 

- Anderson Center for Autism 

 

6. Approval of Special Education Services Agreement (Enclosure) 
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MOTION:  The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education authorizes the 

Board President to execute a Special Education Service Agreement with Kidz Educational 

Services SLP, OT, PT, LMSW, Psychology, Audiology, PLLC, in accordance with the IEP(s) 

of special education student(s) for the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

7. Approval of Agreement for Medical Services (Enclosure) 

MOTION:  The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District hereby 

approves the agreement with South Nassau Communities Hospital d/b/a Mount Sinai South 

Nassau in connection with the appointment of the District’s Chief Medical Officer for the 

2021-2022 school year; and authorizes the Board President to execute said agreement on behalf 

of the Board. 

 

8. Approval of an Instructional Services Agreement (Enclosure) 

MOTION:  The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education authorizes the 

Board President to execute an Instructional Services Agreement with Dassy Kofman in 

accordance with the IEP(s) of special education student(s) in the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

9. Approval of Agreement with the Reading Writing Project Network (Enclosure) 

MOTION:  The Board of Education of the Manhasset UFSD hereby approves the agreement 

with the Reading Writing Project Network, LLC, for professional development and site 

based/virtual coaching services for the 2021-22 school year, and authorizes the Board President 

to execute said agreement on behalf of the Board. 

 

10. Approval of Agreement with Kantola Training Solutions (Enclosure) 

MOTION:  The Board of Education of the Manhasset UFSD hereby approves and ratifies the 

Kantola Training Solutions License Agreement dated and executed on August 24, 2021, for 

the license of workplace training solutions, effective August 24, 2021 through August 31, 

2024, unless earlier terminated as provided therein; and authorizes and ratifies the execution 

of said Agreement by the Board President on behalf of the Board. 

11. Rescind and Amend Change Order Resolutions and Amend Minutes (Enclosures) 

1.  Rescind Change Orders 

The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District hereby 

rescinds the following resolutions and approves amending the minutes from the 

March 11, 2021 Board of Education meeting to reflect said rescindment: 

APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER #1 (Enclosures) 

2019/2020 Capital Improvement Program 

Change Order Authorization – JNH Construction Group, Inc 

Manhasset Jr./Sr. HS, General Construction, Contract No. 1 

NYSED Project # 28-04-06-03-0-004-050 

MOTION 

Whereas – It is recommended that the contractor provide carpet tiles by Forbo Flotex in 

lieu of Base Bid material in the Learning and Wellness Center. 

Be it Hereby Resolved – The Manhasset Board of Education approves the 

aforementioned Change Order #1 in the amount of $4,214.65 and authorizes the Board 
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President to sign on behalf of the Owner and also authorizes the Superintendent to 

execute the Change Order. 

APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER #2 (Enclosures) 

2019/2020 Capital Improvement Program 

Change Order Authorization – JNH Construction Group, Inc 

Manhasset Jr./Sr. HS, General Construction, Contract No. 1 

NYSED Project # 28-04-06-03-0-004-050 

MOTION 

Whereas – It is recommended that the contractor provide and install incremental sound 

proofing materials in the Learning and Wellness Center (3/8 " thickness barrier decoupler 

- 1/8 " thickness mass loaded vinyl/noise barrier with 1/4 " closed-cell PVC foam 

decoupler with RSIC-1 resilient sound isolation clips for walls or ceilings). 

Be it Hereby Resolved – The Manhasset Board of Education approves the 

aforementioned Change Order #2 in the amount of $19,231.05 and authorizes the Board 

President to sign on behalf of the Owner and also authorizes the Superintendent to 

execute the Change Order. 

2.  Amend Change Order 

The Board of Education of the Manhasset Union Free School District 

hereby approves the amendment of the minutes from the June 10, 2021 Board of 

Education meeting to reflect the change order number from #3 to #1 as follows: 

APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER #3  #1 

2019/2020 Capital Improvement Program 

Change Order Authorization – JNH Construction Group, Inc 

Manhasset Jr./Sr. HS, General Construction, Contract No. 1 

NYSED Project # 28-04-06-03-0-004-050 

MOTION 

Whereas – It is recommended that the contractor provide and install upgraded sound 

proofing materials and certain hardware upgrades in the Learning and Wellness Center 

(upgraded 1” insulated laminated clear glass, upgraded doors with soundproof rated 

vision panels, upgraded welded metal frames, upgraded door hardware, among other 

items). 

Be it Hereby Resolved – The Manhasset Board of Education approves the 

aforementioned Change Order #3 in the amount of $80,285.11 and authorizes the Board 

President to sign on behalf of the Owner and also authorizes the Acting Superintendent to 

execute the Change Order. 

12. Approval of Change Orders (Enclosures)  

APPROVAL OF DEDUCT CHANGE ORDER #1  

2019/2020 Capital Improvement Program 

Change Order Authorization – Seaford Avenue Corp. 

Munsey Park Elementary School – Plumbing Reconstruction, Contract No. 2 

NYSED Project # 1-026 

MOTION 
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Whereas – It is recommended that the contractor supply plumbing services pursuant to 

certain renovations at Munsey Park School. 

Whereas – The Bid award documents include a $10,000 allowance for unforeseen 

conditions, which are not necessary to expend for any unforeseen condition and is being 

returned to the District, 

Be it Hereby Resolved – The Manhasset Board of Education approves the aforementioned 

Change Order #1 in the amount of $10,000 and authorizes the Board President to sign on 

behalf of the Owner and also authorizes the Superintendent to execute the Change Order. 

APPROVAL OF DEDUCT CHANGE ORDER #2  

2019/2020 Capital Improvement Program 

Change Order Authorization – Seaford Avenue Corp. 

Manhasset Jr./Sr. HS – Plumbing Reconstruction, Contract No. 2 

NYSED Project # 4-051 

MOTION 

Whereas – It is recommended that the contractor supply plumbing services pursuant to 

certain renovations at Manhasset Secondary School. 

Whereas – The Bid award documents include a $7,000 allowance for unforeseen conditions, 

which are not necessary to expend for any unforeseen condition and is being returned to the 

District, 

Be it Hereby Resolved – The Manhasset Board of Education approves the aforementioned 

Change Order #1 in the amount of $7,000 and authorizes the Board President to sign on 

behalf of the Owner and also authorizes the Superintendent to execute the Change Order. 

APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER #3 

2019/2020 Capital Improvement Program 

Change Order Authorization – Seaford Avenue Corp. 

Manhasset Jr./Sr. HS, General Construction, Contract No. 2 

NYSED Project # 28-04-06-03-0-004-050 

MOTION 

Whereas – It is recommended that the contractor provide supply plumbing services pursuant 

to certain renovations at the Manhasset Secondary School to remove a six foot stone sink. 

Be it Hereby Resolved – The Manhasset Board of Education approves the aforementioned 

Change Order #3 in the amount of $5,107 and authorizes the Board President to sign on 

behalf of the Owner and also authorizes the Superintendent to execute the Change Order. 

APROVAL OF DEDUCT CHANGE ORDER #4 

2019/2020 Capital Improvement Program 

Change Order Authorization – Seaford Avenue Corp. 

Manhasset Jr./Sr. HS, General Construction, Contract No. 2 

NYSED Project # 28-04-06-03-0-004-050 

MOTION 

Whereas - It is recommended that the contractor provide supply plumbing services pursuant 

to certain renovations at the Manhasset Secondary School. 
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Whereas – The Bid award documents include provision for pipe-in of two 3” lines with one 

double roof drain, which pipe-in is no longer necessary. 

Be it Hereby Resolved – The Manhasset Board of Education approves the aforementioned 

Change Order #4 in the amount of $1,850 and authorizes the Board President to sign on 

behalf of the Owner and also authorizes the Superintendent to execute the Change Order. 

 

13. Resolution to Excess Math Textbooks 

MOTION:  The Manhasset Union Free School District Board of Education has determined 

that the textbooks listed below are obsolete and cannot be salvaged or utilized effectively or 

economically by the District, and authorizes the textbooks to be discarded or donated in 

whatever way the District sees fit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION:  The Board of Education hereby unanimously approves the consent agenda. 

  

 PROPOSED BY:  Ms. Aitken 

 VOTE: Ms. Aitken, Ms. Monterosso, Ms. Pullano, Ms. Royce - YES 

MOTION APPROVED:  4-0 

 

H. Upcoming Items of Interest 

Upcoming Board of Education Meetings 

Date  Day Meeting Location Time 

September      

9  Thursday Board Meeting District Office 7:30 pm 

21  Tuesday Board Meeting District Office 7:30 pm 

October      

7  Thursday Board Meeting 
Shelter Rock 

School 
7:30 pm 

21  Thursday 
Board Meeting and Tenure 

Recognition 
District Office 7:30 pm 

Book Title  Publisher Quantity 
Copyright 

Date 

Math in Focus: 4A Marshall Cavendish 25 2015 

Math in Focus: 4B Marshall Cavendish 25 2015 

Math in Focus 4A Teacher Manual Marshall Cavendish 1 2015 

Math in Focus 4B Teacher 

Manual 

Marshall Cavendish 1 2015 

Math in Focus: 5A Marshall Cavendish 30 2015 

Math in Focus: 5B Marshall Cavendish 21 2015 

Math in Focus: 2A Marshall Cavendish 1 2015 

Math in Focus: Course 1 A Marshall Cavendish 225 2013 

Math in Focus: Course 1 B Marshall Cavendish 225 2013 
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Upcoming Board of Education Policy Meetings 

Date  Day Meeting Location Time 

September      

10  Friday Board Policy Meeting District Office 9:00 am 

17  Friday Board Policy Meeting District Office 11:00 am 

24  Friday Board Policy Meeting District Office 9:00 am 

October      

8  Friday Board Policy Meeting District Office 9:00 am 

15  Friday Board Policy Meeting District Office 9:00 am 

29  Friday Board Policy Meeting District Office 9:00 am 

 

I. Open Discussion:  Participants were invited to ask questions and make comments both in person 

and via Zoom Video Communications. 

 

J. MOTION TO ADJOURN MEETINGAND ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

On motion duly made at 9:52 p.m., the Board adjourned the Regular Meeting and convened 

Executive Session for discussions involving proposed, pending, or current litigation and 

discussions involving matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, 

discipline, suspension, dismissal, or removal of a particular person or corporation. 

 

MOTION:  The Board of Education hereby adjourns the Regular Meeting. 

 

 PROPOSED BY:  Ms. Aitken 

 VOTE: Ms. Aitken, Ms. Monterosso, Ms. Pullano, Ms. Royce - YES 

MOTION APPROVED:  4-0 

 

K. MOTION TO ADJOURN MEETING 

 

On motion duly made at 10:37 p.m., the Board adjourned the Regular Meeting. 

 

MOTION:  The Board of Education hereby adjourns the Regular Meeting. 

 

 PROPOSED BY:  Ms. Aitken 

 VOTE: Ms. Aitken, Ms. Monterosso, Ms. Pullano, Ms. Royce - YES 

MOTION APPROVED:  4-0 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Christine Michelen 

 District Clerk 


