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Goal of Plan 
 
The goal of the BASD Continuity of Education Plan is to provide educational programming for a long 
term school closing beyond March 27, 2020. The plan officially started on March 30, 2020 when all 
teachers (except K-8 Related Arts teachers) began providing formal, online and/or hardcopy  
instruction to all 13,723 students in 22 schools.  The BASD Continuity of Education Plan stresses the 
instructional rule: “In terms of detailed content--less is more; in terms of positively engaging and 
communicating with students--more is better.” 
 

 

Overview of Plan 
 
During online instruction, BASD elementary schools will follow a monthly core curriculum that will be 
issued for April, 2020 and May, 2020. The core curriculum will be grade-level specific. Instruction will 
be delivered using weekly assignments (available online, as well as in hard copy at BASD meal 
distribution sites for students without home internet access) that incorporate Wonders language arts 
lessons and related science and social studies concepts. Online instruction also includes math topics 
that can be instructed with First in Math, as well as EnVision Math for Grades 3-5. Other curricular 
resources may supplement and extend core instruction. Related Arts teachers will provide academic 
continuity to students by offering bi-weekly learning opportunities (not formal instruction, not 
graded) that review and/or enrich class topics taught prior to the school closure. Bethlehem Area 
School District will continue to provide a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) consistent with 
the need to protect the health and safety of students with disabilities and those individuals providing 
education, specially- designed instruction, and related services. 
 
The BASD middle schools’ online instruction will be asynchronous —meaning that the teacher and 
student interaction is not dependent on traditionally-scheduled time. Teachers at each grade level 
will provide common weekly assignments that will drive the core instruction for the week. Teachers 
will provide online instruction in support of the weekly assignments (in Schoology) and communicate 
(using established communication tools) directly with students and parents each week. Core subjects 
will use BASD online curriculum resources such as EnVision, StudySync, and Discovery Techbook 



accessed through the Clever portal. During online instruction, the window of time for completing core 
assignments (available online, as well as in hard copy at BASD meal distribution sites for students 
without home internet access) will be one week, starting on Monday at 9:00 AM and continuing 
through the following Monday at 12:00 Noon when assignments are due. Encore teachers will 
support academic continuity in their subjects with activities (not graded) that will review and enrich 
class topics taught prior to the closure. The Bethlehem Area School District will continue to provide a 
free and appropriate public education (FAPE) consistent with the need to protect the health and 
safety of students with disabilities and those individuals providing education, specially designed 
instruction, and related services. 
 
The BASD high schools’ online instruction will be asynchronous —meaning that the teacher and 
student interaction is not dependent on traditionally-scheduled time. Teachers will provide weekly 
assignments that will drive the instruction for the week. Teachers will conduct online instruction in 
support of the weekly assignments (in Schoology) and communicate (using established 
communication tools) directly with students and parents each week. During online instruction, the 
window of time for completing online assignments will be one week, starting on Monday at 9:00 AM 
and continuing through the following Monday at 12:00 Noon when assignments are due. The 
Bethlehem Area School District will continue to provide a free and appropriate public education 
(FAPE) consistent with the need to protect the health and safety of students with disabilities and 
those individuals providing education, specially designed instruction, and related services. 

 
 

 Expectations for Teaching and Learning  
 

FOR GRADES K-5 
 
Curriculum  
 
During online instruction, BASD elementary schools will follow a district-provided Core Curriculum 
that will be issued for April, 2020 and May, 2020. (see: Elementary Core Curriculum for April 2020). 
The core curriculum will be grade-level specific so that grade level teams can plan and deliver 
common instruction. The K-5 core curriculum emphasizes the use of Wonders and its related Science 
and Social Studies concepts.  The K-5 core curriculum also includes math topics that can be instructed 
with First in Math, as well as EnVision Math for Grades 3-5.  Social-Emotional content is organized 
around the BASD Leader in Me scope and sequence. Other curricular resources may supplement and 
extend core instruction, but may not replace Wonders, First In Math/EnVision, and Leader In Me.  
Modification and accommodations to the Tier Five curriculum will be made on a case by case basis 
based upon existing IEPs and GIEPs (Look for: Online Modifications and Accommodations for Special 
Learners FAQs).  Related Arts teachers will provide for their students’ academic continuity by offering 
“learning opportunities” (not formal instruction, not graded) and “communication opportunities” to 
students and families each week that reviews and/or enriches class topics taught prior to the closure. 
 
 
 
 



Instruction  
 
During online instruction, BASD elementary schools will perform asynchronous instruction—meaning 
that the instructor and student interaction is not dependent on real time. Asynchronous instruction 
allows the student to engage in learning activities anywhere, anytime during a defined window of 
time. That window of time will be one week --starting on Monday at 9:00 AM and continuing through 
the following Monday at 12:00 Noon when assignments will be due.  Grade level teams will provide 
instruction in both virtual and paper formats (for students without home internet access).  
 
Paper copies will be distributed through the BASD meal distribution locations (students should hold 
on to their completed paper copies until further notice, and not try to return them to the meal 
location centers or home school).  
 
Each day, students should not spend more than 60 minutes total on reading and math work products. 
More time can be spent on learning, but the production of work to be turned in should be limited to 
30 minutes for reading and 30 minutes for math per day. Additional information on online instruction 
will be included in the document, Online Instruction FAQs.  
 

 
 
 
 



 
Assessment  

The end of the Third Marking Period has been re-adjusted to April 3, 2020. The Fourth Marking Period 
will begin on April 6, 2020.  Teachers will grade/evaluate their own students, with Marking Period 
Four grades being a “3—meeting standard” or another grade as determined on an individual basis by 
the teacher and principal. 

FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Online learning involves a long-term school closing beyond March 27, 2020. It will officially start on 
March 30, 2020 when all teachers will begin providing formal instruction to all students as per these 
district guidelines:  

BASD middle schools will perform asynchronous instruction—meaning that the instructor and student 
interaction is not dependent on real time. Asynchronous instruction allows the student to engage in 
learning activities anywhere, anytime during a defined window of calendar time. That window of time 
will be one week--starting on Monday at 9:00 AM and continuing through the following Monday at 
12:00 Noon when assignments are due.  

Each BASD middle school will provide Common Online Assignments that will be issued weekly on 
Mondays by 9:00 AM. Each principal will work with their school’s content leaders to develop and 
supervise his own building’s Common Online Assignments. The Common Online Assignments (either 
one assignment for the week, or 2-3 smaller assignments for the week--as determined by the 
Principal) for core subjects in each grade-level will be posted on Schoology, as well in a hardcopy 
folder for distribution at each school’s meal distribution center.  

No Common Online Assignment(s) will take longer than 60 minutes to complete.  

The online assignment will drive the core/expected instruction of the teachers for that week, with 
teachers supplementing and enriching the core instruction of the weekly assignments (on Schoology) 
and communicating synchronously (using established communication tools) directly with students 
and parents throughout the week. BASD core curriculum resources include EnVision, StudySync, 
Discovery Techbook, etc. Only the Common Online Assignments will be required and graded. Encore 
teachers will provide academic continuity in their subjects with weekly “learning and communication 
opportunities” (not graded) to their students and families each week that reviews and/or enriches 
class topics taught prior to the closure.  

Support teachers will manage their caseloads, checking in with their students/teachers during the 
week with a focus on the Common Online Assignments that week. Modification and accommodations 
to the Common Online Assignments will be made on a case by case basis based upon existing IEPs and 
GIEPs (as will be described in: Modifications and Accommodations of Common Online Assignments for 
Special Learners FAQs).  

The end of the Third Marking Period has been re-adjusted to April 3, 2020. The Fourth Marking Period 
will begin on April 6, 2020. All grades will be Pass/Fail. Each principal will actively supervise their 



teachers’ development/use of the Common Online Assignments, instructional tools, modifications and 
accommodations, and communications with students and parents.  

 

FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Online instruction involves a long-term school closing beyond March 27, 2020. Online instruction 
officially started on March 30, 2020 when all teachers provided formal instruction to all students as 
per these district guidelines:  

BASD schools will perform asynchronous instruction—meaning that the instructor and student 
interaction is not dependent on real time. Asynchronous instruction allows the student to engage in 
learning activities anywhere, anytime during a defined window of calendar time. That BASD window 
of time will be one week--starting on Monday at 9:00 AM and continuing through the following 
Monday at 12:00 Noon when assignments will be due.  

Each week during online instruction, each BASD high school teacher will assign a One-Week 
Assignment(s) to their students that will be posted/issued on Schoology weekly on Mondays by 9:00 
AM and completed by the student by the following Monday at Noon. One-Week Assignment(s) may 
be a single task, or a number of smaller tasks.  

The teacher’s Online One-Week Assignment(s) will drive his/her instruction that week, with 
supplemental and enriching instruction of the assignment (on Schoology) and communicating (using 
established communication tools) synchronously with students and parents throughout the week. 
Teachers are encouraged, but not required, to plan in course teams under the supervision of their 
administrator. Teachers should use use BASD curriculum resources such as EnVision Math, Discovery 
TechBook, etc. whenever possible. The One-Week Assignment will not take longer than 90 minutes to 
complete, start to finish.  

Support teachers will manage their caseloads, checking in with their students/teachers during the 
week with a focus on the One-Week Assignments that week. Modification and accommodations to 
the One-Week Assignments will be made on a case by case basis based upon existing IEPs and GIEPs 
(as will be described in: Modifications and Accommodations of Online One-Week Assignments for 
Special Learners FAQs).  

The end of the Third Marking Period has been re-adjusted to April 3, 2020. The Fourth Marking Period 
will begin on April 6, 2020.  All Marking Period Four grades and Second Semester grades will be 
Pass/Fail.   

Each principal will actively supervise and support their teachers’ Online One-Week Assignments during 
the window, instructional tools, modifications and accommodations, and communications with 
students and parents.  

 
 
 



 

Communication Tools and Strategies 
 
 

Communication: Elementary 
 
What tools will BASD teachers and students use to communicate? 

• Student Check In Form (S to T)  
• Class Tag, Class Dojo, etc. 
• Google Classroom 
• Email (two-way) 
• Live: Before using Zoom, please closely examine this Zoom Security settings doc and this slide 

deck: Setting Up Your Zoom Account 
• Prerecorded: Screencastify 
• Prerecorded: FlipGrid 
• Pear Deck (Student Paced Mode) 

 
How often should BASD teachers be communicating with students and families? 

• Teachers should communicate and check in with students and families at least once per week. 
 
What if I need an interpreter/translator in order to communicate with a family? 

• Contact ELS by email. Email Carole Schachter, Mariangeli Vasquez, and Lisa Soto to be sure 
someone gets your message.  

• If you would like to schedule a conference call, put in the request online as usual. The 
spreadsheet created by the Google Form will help us to assign and track all requests.  

 

How can BASD teachers create real-time (synchronous) communication with students?  
• Google Classroom 
• Class Dojo, ClassTag, Remind, etc. 
• Zoom 

• Link to create a free Zoom account  
• Setting Up Your Zoom Account 
• Managing Meeting Settings 
• Managing Participants in a Meeting 
• Directions for Students to Join a Zoom Meeting via Chromebook 
• Before using Zoom, please closely examine this Zoom Security settings doc and this 

slide deck: Setting Up Your Zoom Account.  
• Do not use Zoom for live synchronous formal instruction. Zoom should be limited to 

communication and checking in with students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Communication: Secondary 
 
What tools can teachers and students use to communicate? 

• Student Check In Form (S to T) 
• Schoology Updates (T to S) + Updates with Audio/video 
• Schoology Audio/Video Tool available in Schoology for T and S 
• Schoology Messages (only configured for T and S, not S and S) 
• Email (two-way) 

o Email directly from Teacher Access Center 
o Using Google mail 

• Zoom (not for live synchronous formal instruction) 
• Screencastify (two-way)  
• Flipgrid (two-way) 
• Schoology Discussion Boards 
• GoGuardian Teacher access has been disabled until further notice for privacy reasons. 

 
When and how often should teachers be communicating with students and families? 

• At a minimum, teachers should communicate and check in with students and families at the 
beginning of each week. 

• It is recommended that teachers communicate with students throughout the week. 
 
What if I need an interpreter/translator in order to communicate with a family? 

• Contact ELS by email. Email Carole Schachter, Mariangeli Vasquez, and Lisa Soto to be sure 
someone gets your message.  

• If you would like to schedule a conference call, put in the request online as usual. The 
spreadsheet created by the Google Form will help us to assign and track all requests.  

 
How can teachers create real-time (synchronous) communication with students?  
   (See: Privacy Guidelines for Video/Audio) 

• Schoology Conferences App (integrated in all Schoology courses and groups) 
• Zoom 

o Link to create a free Zoom account  
o Setting Up Your Zoom Account 
o Managing Meeting Settings 
o Managing Participants in a Meeting 
o Directions for Students to Join a Zoom Meeting via Chromebook 
o Before using Zoom, please closely examine this Zoom Security settings doc and this 

slide deck: Setting Up Your Zoom Account.  
Support 

• Intro to Online Learning Orientation Course for Students (coming soon) 
• Teaching Through a Pandemic 
• Teaching From Home Resources for Teachers 
• Chromebook Troubleshooting 

 
 



Access (Devices, Platforms, Handouts) 
 
All middle school and high school students have access to BASD digital curriculum and instructional 
resources and well as a learning management system (Schoology), through a 1:1 deployment of 
Chromebooks (since September 2020).  
 
All elementary students have access to BASD digital curriculum and instructional resources through 
the web-based portal, Clever, as well as through hardcopies distributed through BASD Meal 
Distribution Sites. 
 
The BASD is in the process of distributing laptop computers to elementary students/families in need 
of them. 
 

 

Instructional Expectations 
 
 

Elementary Instructional Expectations 
 
What instructional tools and platforms will teachers and students use? Please visit the Teacher 
Resource Page on the BASD Elementary Tech Integration Website for technical support for these 
tools. 

• Wonders (via ConnectEd) 
• First in Math 
• enVision Math (Here is a tutorial video on assigning materials in Envision) 
• Additional (Optional) Resources: 

o MobyMax Math  
o Splash Math (Clever App) 
o Code.org 

 
Obviously, teaching remotely is not the same as having our students all day. What part of the 
curriculum should be my focus? 

• The district has created an Online Core Curriculum that outlines topics for each week. In 
addition, the district has created the paper packet for the first week of instruction. The packet 
is a complete week of lessons that will be the guide for online and paper/pencil instruction. 
For literacy, the focus is on the Reading/Writing Workshop lessons, including reading and 
writing about text, and practicing the phonics skill through word reading and connected text. 
For math, the focus is on topics that were to be completed during the third marking period. 

• PLEASE NOTE: The paper/pencil packets are backups for students who do not have internet 
access. Teachers should be assigning Wonders content and activities through ConnectEd (stick 
to the content that is outlined in the paper/pencil packets, i.e., Reading/Writing Workshop) 
and enVision Math through Pearson. Teachers may also use Google Classroom for 
assignments.  

 
 
 



 
Who is responsible for creating the district-provided daily lessons and packets? 

• The district has created the packet for the week of March 30 - April 3. For each subsequent 
week, one PLC will be responsible for creating the content for the packets using the district 
packet as a model. 

 
• For Wonders, the teachers should send the name of the text(s) and the daily assignments,    

including any lined paper, graphic organizers, etc., that would be needed. For math, teachers 
should include the topics and the daily work. 

 
How should I teach my lessons? Should I get all students on a Zoom meeting? 

• All instruction should be asynchronous, meaning instructor and student interaction is not 
dependent on real time. Synchronous Zoom meetings should be reserved for class check-ins 
and community-building. Before using Zoom, please closely examine this Zoom Security 
settings doc and this slide deck: Setting Up Your Zoom Account. If PLC teams or individual 
teachers wish to create videos of lessons that students can watch anytime, anywhere, the 
suggested tool is Screencastify. Teachers can record a lesson in the style of Dora, the Explorer 
(give wait time and assume students are responding).  
 

Should the packet be the only thing we teach? 
• The packet represents the minimum for instruction but the maximum for the amount of work 

turned in by students. Teachers should provide instruction and support for the topics in the 
packets. For literacy, teachers can assign the corresponding Reading/Writing Workshop texts 
and assignments in the ConnectEd platform. Students can complete the assignments in the 
ConnectEd platform or in paper/pencil form (packet). Math can be assigned through the 
enVision platform for grades 3-5 or First in Math for grades K-5 or in paper/pencil form 
(packet). Teachers can provide additional instruction through videos or correspondence with 
students. However, the assignments outlined in the packet are the maximum that should be 
turned in for grading by students.  

 
How much time should I expect students to spend on academics each day? 

• The amount of time students should spend in the production of work to be turned in should 
be limited to 30 minutes for reading and 30 minutes for math per day. More time can be 
spent on learning, but work product should be limited. 

 
What resources are available for Social-Emotional Learning? 

• The following websites and documents have resources for teachers: 
o Leader In Me 
o Second Step 
o Zones of Regulation 
o Emotional ABCs 
o PBS39   

 
What about Science and Social Studies? 

• Science and Social Studies topics will be addressed through the Wonders curriculum as well as 
resources provided by PBS39.  

 
 



 
Are we providing instruction for any Related Arts Classes? 

• No, we are not providing formal instruction for Related Arts classes. However, we will 
continue to share the lists of activities and any websites created by our Related Arts teachers. 

 
When are assignments due? 

• Assignments are for each week of instruction. The paper/pencil packet and any online 
content and assignments will be available to students on Monday of each week. The 
assignments for the week will be due the following Monday at 12 Noon. For example, 
assignments that begin Monday, March 30th, will be due Monday, April 6th, at 12 Noon. 

 
What can I do to support my EL students?  See: Instruction for English Learners FAQ 

• Classroom teachers should make modifications to assignments and content as 
usual.  Prioritize what the students need to learn.   

• EL teachers will be working on modifications necessary for their students. If EL students are 
accessing content virtually, modifications can be done as they normally are. 

• Consult with your building’s EL(s) teacher if you need assistance. 
• Language Guides may support remotely. (We are working on the process for teachers to 

submit a request.) 
 
What accommodations and modifications should I make for my students with 504s or IEPs? 
   See: Special Ed Tier 5 Modifications and Accommodations and Special Ed Timelines Q/A 

• Review the students’ IEPs/504s and make any modifications/accommodations that are 
possible with the assignments provided. Consult with the special education teachers 
associated with the student if additional/new SDI are necessary for students to access the 
learning. 

 
Can I record a read aloud of books and post it to our website? 

• While this is a great way to connect with students and families, you must have the permission 
from the author or publisher to do live and/or recorded readings for public distribution. 
Otherwise, this is a violation of copyright laws. If an educational video conference (live or 
prerecorded) is only open to students/parents in their homes for educational purposes, it is 
permissible to use and share screens of copyrighted material without violating the copyrights 
to those materials. 

• Many authors have been recording their own books or permitted celebrities to record them. 
Check out https://www.storylineonline.net/ 

 
SECONDARY INSTRUCTIONAL EXPECTATIONS 

 
 
What instructional tools and platforms will teachers & students use?  
 (See:Tutorials/trainings in the Supporting Students In a Virtual Environment: Section 1 Schoology 
Course) 

• Gmail 
• Schoology 
• StudySync 
• GoGuardian Teacher access has been disabled until further notice for privacy reasons. 



• Schoology Conferences App 
• Discovery Education 
• EnVision Math 
• PlayPosit (Schoology External Tool) 
• Kami (Google Extension) 

o Opening and Submitting a Kami Assignment - for Students 
o Converting paper-based to digital using mobile phone apps and Kami 

• Quizlet Teacher (Premium Version free to teachers through June 30) - Children under age 13 
need permission from their parents to use this. 

• IXL (students need to log in via Clever) 
• Pear Deck (student paced mode) 
• Screencastify 
• FlipGrid 
• Adobe Spark 
• MobyMax Math (log in via Clever) 

 
The BASD has directed that Online Instruction should be asynchronous.  
 
Secondary teachers are permitted to use live synchronous tools (Zoom, Schoology Conferences App) 
for communication/check-in/office hour purposes. Guidelines and expectations for using synchronous 
communication are located at: Privacy Guidelines for Video/Audio 

• We want to avoid students sitting in live online sessions all day long. 
• Using live synchronous meetings should be purposeful and a place for interaction. If the same 

tasks can be accomplished by using an asynchronous video, then that medium should be used 
instead.  

• May choose to meet during scheduled class time to avoid scheduling conflicts with other 
teachers. 

• Teachers must communicate session information to students in a uniform fashion (Update in 
course, Schoology Course calendar, etc). 

• Meet in groups of 15-20 to maximize interaction.  
• Sessions should be no longer than 1 hour in length.  
• Teachers should review this Best Practices document prior to engaging in live sessions. 
• Note - GoGuardian Teacher access has been disabled until further notice for privacy reasons. 

 
When are assignments due? 

• Assignments are for each week of instruction. The paper/pencil packet (middle school) and 
any online content and assignments will be available to students on Monday of each week. 
The assignments for the week will be due the following Monday at 12 Noon. For example, 
assignments that begin Monday, March 30th, will be due Monday, April 6th, at 12 Noon 
(Note: for HS courses that end with MP3 on April 3, assignments in Schoology will need to be 
submitted by April 3). 

 
How much time should it take for students to complete the weekly MIDDLE SCHOOL assignments? 

• No Online Assignment(s) will take longer than 60 minutes to complete, start to finish. 
How much time should it take for students to complete the weekly HIGH SCHOOL assignments? 

• Each teacher’s Online One-Week Assignment(s) will not take longer than 90 minutes to 
complete, start to finish. 

 



 

 

 

 
What can I do to support my EL students? See: Instruction for English Learners FAQs 

• Classroom teachers should make modifications to assignments and content as 
usual.  Prioritize what the students need to learn.   

• If EL students are accessing content virtually, modifications can be done as they normally are.  
• Consult with your building’s EL teacher(s) if you need assistance. 
• Language Guides may support remotely. (We are working on the process for teachers to 

submit a request.) 
 

 
What accommodations and modifications should I make for my students with 504s or IEPs? 
   See: Special Ed Tier 5 Modifications and Accommodations and Special Ed Timelines Q/A 

• Review the students’ IEPs/504s and make any modifications/accommodations that are 
possible with the assignments provided. Consult with the special education teachers 
associated with the student if additional/new SDI are necessary for students to access the 
learning. 

 

Attendance / Accountability 
 
 
 
Students will be considered “present” for the week by attempting/completing the required Online 
Weekly Assignments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Good Faith Efforts for Access and Equity for All Students 
 
The BASD has a 1:1 Chromebook environment at the middle school and high school levels.   
 
To Increase Access and Equity during the school closure, the BASD has: 

• Distributed approximately 5,000 meals per week to needy families through the BASD Meal 
Distribution Sites. 

• Provided hardcopy common assignments K-8 distributed at BASD Meal Distribution Sites 
• Begun distributing approximately 4,500 laptops directly to elementary students 
• Purchased 500 Hotspots from T-Mobile for distribution to families without home internet 

access 
• Worked collaboratively with PBS39 to establish Lehigh Valley Learns that aligns the 

BASD’s Grade-Level Monthly Curriculum K-5 with PBS39’s on air programming. 
 
 

 



 

Special Education & Gifted Education Supports 
 

 
Instruction Of Special Learners Online Learning 

 
Modifications and Accommodations of One-Week Assignments for Special Learners Online learning 
may be more challenging for our students with disabilities. The Federal and State guidance has been 
clear: we must, to the best of our ability, continue to support our students with IEPs and GIEPs 
through modification and accommodation of online/distance learning. When communicating 
expectations to students with IEPs and 504s, continue to utilize the students’ accommodations and 
modifications that are listed in their documents whenever applicable. In addition, consider utilizing 
strategies listed below as additional support. For students who receive Learning Support services in 
the typical or supplemental classroom:  
 
● Case managers for students with disabilities will remain in the communication loop. Special 
Education teachers are available for consultation with regard to the accessibility of assignments for 
their students. This includes students with emotional needs who may need modification due to the 
altered environment that their students are learning.  
 
● Teachers may include information on how to access “accessibility features” in assignments. This 
includes how to have online textbooks be read aloud, activate closed captioning/embedded sign, etc.  
 
● Adjust the amount of content and product required of students with disabilities. Adjust the amount 
of items, reading, topics, etc. that students are responsible for and communicate the altered 
expectations prior to the assignments (in the directions). In consultation with special education staff, 
use modified rubrics.  
 
● Provide parents with guidance on how to support their children. Utilize strategies such as reading 
information to students, prompting with leading questions, and encouraging movement breaks.  
 
● Students with autism often struggle with change and may struggle to engage in distance learning at 
first. Be persistent in communication with the family and offer support including significantly reducing 
academic expectation with gradual increase as the student becomes more comfortable.  
 
● For students with low-incidence disabilities (intellectual disabilities, non-verbal autism) that are 
included in typical core classes, the case manager will provide specific guidance on how to modify the 
assignments and communicate directly with the parent/student via email, Zoom, or phone.  
 
● Students with disabilities may struggle significantly with independent work. Create 
timelines/chunking guidelines and limits for students when assigning work (i.e., spend 5-10 minutes 
working on part 1). include what a student should do if the work is inaccessible (i.e., email 
teacher/case manager)  
 
● Be thoughtful about students with emotional disabilities and Other Health Impairments. Often 
these students rely heavily upon adult support in completing work in school. Make appropriate 
adjustments in the amount of expectation in consultation with the case managers/emotional support 



teachers. For students who participate in Life Skills/MDS programming: Case managers/instructors 
will design activities specific for their students along with assignments. As most of our Life Skills 
classes are on Schoology, assignments may be communicated to students in a variety of ways 
including email, Zoom, and telephone. Evidence of student work may be photographs, emails from 
the students/parents, etc. If paper assignments are necessary to be picked up, electronic copies 
should be sent to lrusnak@basdschools.org who will arrange to have them at the food distribution 
sites. Focus tasks on repetition of learning from earlier in the year. New learning may cause confusion 
for students with cognitive impairments. Realize that students may also have issues with adaptive 
behavior. Providing instructional videos or screen shots of the specific expectations may be extremely 
helpful.  
 
Communicate with parents and guardians so they can provide support and answer questions the 
student may have. Support for Life Skills/MDS teachers will be provided through the BASD Special 
Education Office. For students who access speech instruction through BASD Speech Language 
Therapists: Speech and Language Pathologists will deliver teletherapy to students who can actively 
participate in 1:1 and small group sessions when possible (i.e., parent availability, student ability, 
online access). Prior to student participation in speech video instruction, parents must be contacted 
via email/phone and documented (date and time of consent). Sessions will be documented as well.  
 
For students who are on Instruction in the Home Students will continue to have their assignments 
provided by their typical class or case manager as prior to the closure. If students need support, their 
scheduled classroom teacher may provide it virtually via email to the student or parent. Face-to-face 
instructors who were contracted will not visit student homes and will not be obligated to contact 
students. 
 

 

EL Supports 
 

Instruction for English Learners Online Learning 
 
The Federal and State guidance states that schools must work to meet the needs of all students, with 
particular attention to free appropriate public education (FAPE) for English Learners (EL). This 
document is to clarify how English Learners are supported during Tier 5 Instruction. Elementary 
School Level Instruction and Support for English Learners Again to clarify how ESOL teachers will 
provide support during the closure.  
 
● ESOL teachers design & instruct their ELD lessons for ELs they typically have for ELD literacy. 
  
● Classroom teachers invite ESOL teachers as co-teachers to their Google Classrooms if appropriate to 
provide support in content classes. It is still the classroom teacher’s responsibility to provide the 
primary instruction. Classroom teachers are expected to modify assignments for English Learners as 
usual.  
 
● Classroom teachers contact the ESOL teacher to request support for an ESOL student.  
 



● ESOL teachers assign a support person, which may be themselves and/or a Language 
Guide/Instructional Assistant.  
 
● ESOL teachers contact the Language Guide/Instructional Assistant to notify them of a need.  
 
● Language Guides use software app to make calls from their laptops and other Google apps or Zoom 
for connecting with the students.  
 
● Language Guides may be added to Google Classrooms if they are providing ongoing support for a 
student in that classroom. Reminder: We do not translate all of the assignments for students. We DO 
provide primary language support as appropriate. Middle School Level Instruction and Support for 
English Learners  
 
● Middle school principals will add ESOL teachers to the appropriate content classrooms in Schoology 
so that they can see the content being taught and provide support.  
 
● Classroom teachers are expected to modify assignments for English Learners as usual.  
 
● If an ESOL student needs support in a content area, the classroom teacher will notify the ESOL 
teacher. Provide documents if possible/needed. ESOL teachers will assign a support person, which 
may be themselves and/or a Language Guide/Instructional Assistant.  
 
● Initial requests for Language Guide/Instructional Assistant support must go through ESOL teachers.  
 
● Language Guides/Instructional Assistants do NOT have access to Schoology. They will support using 
Google (email, Hangout, video) or the softphone app on their computers when it is available.  
 
● Reminders - We do not translate assignments. Teachers are to modify assignments, based on a 
student’s ESOL level, by selecting the most important things for a student to learn. High School Level 
Instruction and Support for English Learners  
 
● Classroom teachers are expected to modify assignments for English Learners as usual.  
 
● If an ESOL student needs support in a content area due to language concerns, the classroom 
teacher will notify the ESOL case manager. ESOL teachers will assign a support person, which may be 
themselves and/or a Language Guide/Instructional Assistant.  
 
● Initial requests for Language Guide/Instructional Assistant support must go through ESOL teachers.  
 
● Language Guides/Instructional Assistants do NOT have access to Schoology. They will support using 
Google (email, Hangout, video) or the softphone app on their computers when it is available.  
 
● Reminders - We do not translate assignments. Teachers are to modify assignments, based on a 
student’s ESOL level, by selecting the most important things for a student to learn. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Resource Links 
 
https://www.basdschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=167 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-
1vRYEyNlPUJ7fKSjSWDIU99CaVWXgzcdRXrORC4Msb2gSFljSLu5WnX_GOt-
SxwxXwp2RiCnGQo9ptry/pub 
 
https://www.basdschools.org/tier5 
 
https://www.basdschools.org/cms/lib/PA50000490/Centricity/domain/96/tier5/Week-2020-04-06-
LVL-Schedule.pdf 
 
 
 

 

 

Building/Grade Level Contacts 
 

 
 


