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BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

 

The Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bethlehem 
Area School District was held on Monday, May 21, 2012, at 7:03 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester Road, Bethlehem, 
PA  18017. 
 

REGULAR BOARD 
MEETING 

President Faccinetto called for the roll: 
 
Members present: Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, 
Ortiz, Patrick, and President Faccinetto – 8. 
 
Absent: Director Vidanage – 1. 
 
Others present:  Dr. Joseph Roy, Superintendent of Schools; Russell 
Giordano, Assistant Board Secretary; Attorney Donald Spry, Solicitor; 
administrators, members of the press and other interested citizens and staff 
members. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
MEMBERS  
PRESENT 
 
 
 
OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Faccinetto requested a Moment of Silent Meditation, and would 
also ask that we remember a BASD employee that passed away over the 
weekend, Deb Hinton. She was a cafeteria worker. 
 

MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 
 

Dr. Roy stated that we have a number of recognitions this evening.  First, 
the Board and Administration would like to recognize and thank our Student 
Board Representatives. Last month, we thanked Darah Donaher as Liberty 
High School’s representative as that was her last meeting. This evening we 
would also like to thank Marisa Langley as the Freedom High School 
representative. A certificate was given to Marisa, and a certificate will be 
sent to Darah. Dr. Roy also indicated that the alternate student 
representatives are here this evening and would like to thank them for their 
time this year to cover meetings, and the Administration and Board look 
forward to working with them in the fall. 
 
The second recognition for this evening is a presentation from the National 
Guard and Reserve Force. Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder are here to present an 
award to Anthony Guerrero and the Bethlehem Area School District. Mr. 
Guerrero is the assistant principal at Northeast Middle School and currently 
serves as a chaplain in the National Guard, as well as Captain.  
 

RECOGNITION 
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Mrs. Schroeder indicated that the Employers Support of Army Reserve is a 
Department of Defense organization that provides free education, 
consultation, and if necessary, mediation for employers of the Army 
Reserve. Our goal is to support America’s employers who share their 
employees with the Nation to ensure our national security. We are here 
tonight because Mr. Anthony Guerrero who is a Captain in the Army 
National Guard submitted an application for the Bethlehem Area School 
District to receive a “My Boss is a Patriot Award.” This award recognizes 
Bethlehem Area School District as a patriotic employer for contributing to 
national security and protecting liberty and freedom by supporting employee 
participation in America’s National Guard and Reserve Force.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Schroeder presented a plaque to Mr. Guerrero and to the District. President 
Faccinetto accepted the plaque on behalf of the District and also received a 
Patriot pin. 
 
Dr. Roy thanked Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder for this award, and he also thanked 
Mr. Guerrero for his service to the nation and to the BASD. 
 
The final recognition for this evening is to recognize and thank two 
administrators that will be retiring in June. First, we would like to recognize 
Mrs. JoAnn Durante. She began as a business teacher in September 1979, 
and then served as a business department chair at Liberty High School. In 
1993, she became an assistant principal at Liberty, and in 2007 she became 
principal at Liberty High School. She is very passionate about the students 
and staff at Liberty High School. She is incredibly dedicated to preserving 
their traditions and rich history of Liberty High School. She gave it all to 
Liberty High School, to this community, and to our students and staff for 
more than 30 years. I want to personally say it has been my honor being 
your colleague again, and to be here upon your retirement. This evening the 
Board and Administration would like to present you with a certificate and a 
token of our appreciation for you commitment to the District. President 
Faccinetto presented Mrs. Durante with a certificate and gift, along with 
flowers from Vice President Cann. 
 
Mrs. Durante stated that I have always been grateful to be employed by 
what I have considered to be one of the finest school districts in 
Pennsylvania. To have a job is extremely important. I would like to publicly 
thank some of the people that changed my educational career in its entirety 
from the time I left college to today. The first is a Freedom High School 
teacher who took me under his wing as I student taught at Freedom, and that 
was Gene Berg. As crazy as it may sound, I am extremely impatient, and 
Mr. Berg taught me patience, and that is something I carried with me 
throughout my career always reminding me. The second person who I 
thought was extremely important in my career is the person who changed it 
completely. I was interviewed by a team of eleven individuals to become a 
business teacher. After being interviewed in the morning I received a call in 
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the afternoon from Mr. McIntrye to be at the Ed. Center by 4:00 p.m. He at 
that time managed to work out a deal with the superintendent so that I could 
be a day-to-day substitute so that I could get approved by the Board and I 
asked if I had the job. I was very grateful for that day, and I hope I served 
willingly to all of those kids because I have been fortunate as they have 
always been my kids. That my “kid’s syndrome” hit me really hard after 
having three or four clubs at Freedom High School cut and then I was 
transferred due to furloughs – something that we have all learned in the last 
couple of years, and it was Tom Kartsotis who really changed everything for 
me. He said that it did not matter where you taught as long as you had kids. 
Thanks to Tom Kartsotis and Julie Rivers that they wrote my letter of 
recommendation to Lehigh University, and I received my Masters in 
Education Administration. Mr. Kartsotis said if you really want to make a 
difference, this is how you have to do it. Somewhere in the middle I then got 
caught between Bill Burkhardt and the team at Liberty High School and 
Nitschmann Middle School, and I did not know which way I was going, but 
fortunately for me, I got a chance to work with Dr. Roy, Vince Seaman, and 
Sandy Sydell which were a great team of leaders. I have surrounded myself 
with the best and brightest, and as Mrs. Cann says that the kids come first 
for me. I am very fortunate to have three football scholar athletes in my 
career and one is a doctor, one is an engineer, and fingers crossed that the 
third one will make it to the NFL. I have also had the luxury of having a 
minor league AAA baseball player, countless actors and actresses, certified 
public accountants, business executives, owners, and teachers, and the list 
goes on. Through all the current technology, “my kids” keep in touch with 
me. I thank the former superintendent, Tom Doluisio, for always listening to 
us. He did not always agree with us, but he listened. Tony Villani was also 
there. Over time, I am very grateful to the Student Service team that I have 
had and the people I have worked with, including the staff of Liberty High 
School as a teacher, department chair, assistant principal, and principal. 
Most of all, the person who meant the most to me in my career was Bill 
Burkhardt not only was he a mentor to me, a principal to me, a friend, a 
friend to Liberty, and a friend to the community. I want to thank you for all 
you have done. I leave Liberty to Harrison Bailey with a good team and 
excellent staff. Liberty High School is the flagship of the Lehigh Valley. I 
also need to thank Mike LaPorta and his team. He has been a good friend 
over the four years. He is a good sport as is his school, but the bell remains 
at Liberty High School. Thank you to the administration and Board past and 
present. She wants to leave with two charges to Dr. Roy with the first being 
to always recognize students, and the second is always select teachers that 
are competent in their areas of expertise, and always select teachers who are 
compassionate to students and will do anything to help every child succeed 
for in them this is the element for success for all students. I thank all of you 
from the bottom of my heart. It has been great and I love the kids. 
 
Ms. Meridith Guro spoke saying as a third generation Liberty student and 
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seventh in my family, I would like to thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. You bleed red and blue more than anyone I know, and the flagship 
school will miss you dearly. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated that Mrs. Durante cannot do that and not expect 
me to respond. I have known Mrs. Durante since I was an assistant principal 
at Freedom High School. She and a young colleague used to decorate the 
halls of Freedom for unbelievable spirit weeks. JoAnn was always my 
“whirling derbish.” No matter what she was into as an assistant principal, 
she was a thousands places at once, and she never gave up that spirit. I wish 
JoAnn a long and happy retirement. 
 
Director Bonilla spoke that four years ago in 2008, he had the honor of 
being in Mrs. Durante’s first graduating class as principal of Liberty High 
School. On June 6, this will be a high honor for me to participate in the 
upcoming graduation as a member of the Board in Mrs. Durante’s last time 
as principal at Liberty High School. You may have graduated from Easton, 
but you will always be a “LHS Hurricane” at heart. 
 
President Faccinetto stated that you do not see too many people that stick 
for 30+ years in the same organization and career, and especially in the 
education business. People jump all over for personal advancement to be a 
principal or an administrator. Anyone who gave 30 or more years to any 
organization, especially to a school district, is to be commended, and that is 
an amazing commitment and dedication to Bethlehem. On behalf of the 
Board, I would like to thank JoAnn for that. 
 
Dr. Roy indicated that the final recognition this evening is recognizing Mr. 
Richard Agretto. He has been Director of Special Education for the last 19 
years beginning at the Colonial Intermediate Unit 20 and then BASD in 
2001.  Prior to that, he started as an IU Special Education teacher at 
Clearview Elementary School.  He has lead the district through many 
changes impacting Special Education, as laws have changed, and how the 
demands have grown over the years. He has a profound love for students 
with special needs, and we see this most frequently and visibly in his 
leadership in the region and state with Special Olympics. He is also 
President of the Miracle League, which is devoted to making baseball 
accessible for students with disabilities. Tonight I thank him for his service 
to the district, for always acting honorably, and in the past year and half 
providing advice and wisdom as being one of our few institutional historians 
to help me with decisions. Congratulations and thank you. President 
Faccinetto presented Mr. Agretto with a certificate and gift. 
 
 
 
Mr. Agretto stated that both JoAnn and I are graduates of Easton High 
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School and Bloomsburg University. We have that in common, and we both 
enjoy Wildwood Crest. I want to thank the Board and administration, and 
especially the hard working teachers and teacher assistants that do all the 
hard work day in and day out. It has been a privilege and honor for me to 
work here at Bethlehem Area School District. I have worked with some 
incredible people, and I am so fortunate to see Tom Doluisio in the audience 
this evening who hired me and had the courage to bring me on board 19 
years ago. Mr. Doluisio was an incredible boss, a great leader, and I have so 
much to thank you for. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to come 
here and work at BASD. I have been proud to carry the title of Director of 
Special Education for the past 19 years in this great school district, and I 
have worn that title with great responsibility, passion, and pride. I have 
nothing but positive thoughts about the work that I have done, and the 
people I have worked with, and I believe that this district is in the best shape 
that it has been in for a very long time, especially due to the leadership of 
Dr. Roy, Dr. Silva, and our Board. I have met some unbelievable students in 
my 35 years of education who have shown so much strength and courage to 
overcome so many difficult odds. Finally, I will miss my team, my family, 
and my special education department. You know you are as good as the 
people around you and the people you surround yourself with day in and 
day out. I have been fortunate to bring on board and recruit some incredible 
people and some hard working and intelligent committed employees that 
anyone would ever wish to have surrounding them. Again, I thank all of you 
for giving me the opportunity and privilege to work for you. 
 
President Faccinetto said that the first time he spoke to Rick after he was 
elected to the Board, he had an orientation meeting with the Special 
Education Department. That day I wore a Penn State jacket, and Rick asked 
if I was a fan, and I told him I graduated from Penn State. Rick does not 
work in an office; he works in a Penn State museum. He wanted to show me 
his office, and I found out that he has more Penn State items than I do.  
 
Director Ortiz personally thanked Mr. Agretto due to his efforts and the 
efforts of the Special Education Department that helped her son graduate 
from school and move onto college. He will be graduating with a history 
degree, and that is thanks to people who really care for kids as they treat 
them as not disabled, but as kids with abilities. It takes special people to be 
able to find those abilities, and Mr. Agretto is one of those persons along 
with his team. I am also grateful that Claire Hogan will be taking over the 
reigns. Thank you Rick. 
 
President Faccinetto then announced that we would take a 15-minute break 
for some cake and coffee to thank our retirees and the student board 
representatives. 
The meeting reconvened at 7:40 p.m. after a 15-minute break. 
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President Faccinetto offered Courtesy of the Floor to Visitors. Speakers are 
asked to come to the podium, stating their name and address. Public 
comment in the first session is limited to 30 minutes and is for agenda items 
only. The second Courtesy of the Floor will be for any district concerns or 
business. Speakers are limited to three minutes each. The board requests 
that, when possible, all individuals supporting a like position on a topic 
select a speaker to present their views to avoid repetition. If that is not 
possible, all are welcome to speak. As per school board policy, generally, 
speakers are limited to taxpayers, residents, or employees of this school 
district. At the conclusion of the Regular School Board Meeting, another 
block of time will be allocated for public comment. At that time, the same 
rules will apply. It is asked that speakers observe proper decorum, without 
personal attacks towards a specific individual or individuals. It is not the 
custom for the board to enter into a dialogue at these meetings about 
concerns. However, the board does listen with care to issues raised. 
Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by the administration. 
 
Thomas Doluisio 
1360 Sycamore Avenue 
Bethlehem, PA  
 
Mr. Doluisio stated that he is honored to be here this evening as both Mrs. 
Durante and Mr. Agretto were honored for their service to BASD. He also 
indicated that there are currently four (4) people here this evening that 
were/are principals at Liberty High School. 
 
In regards to the Northampton Community College (NCC) Board of 
Trustees Report, Mr. Doluisio stated that he is here this evening to give the 
Board an update from the meeting that was held on May 3. He indicated that 
they start their meetings at 4:30 p.m. and go to 6:00 p.m. Then at 6:00 p.m., 
we have an executive session, and at 7:30 p.m. we have our business 
meeting. So, we wrap it all up in one long evening. At the May meeting, we 
discussed what we do every five years, which is an academic audit. Every 
program goes through a process much more abbreviated than the Middle 
States process, and each program is put through an audit where we hire an 
external auditor. That evening, we had 10 such audits presented to us, and a 
copy of the audit will be left with Dr. Roy to review. The administration 
recommends continuation of the program or not to continue the program. 
There was one program recommended for immediate suspension. Basically 
there are three criteria that the college uses to determine the value of the 
program, which is its cost, its enrollment, and its prospect for jobs linked to 
that particular program. The program that we eliminated was a program that 
granted a surgical technology associate in applied science degree, and 
purely because we were being supported by St. Luke’s Hospital for that 
particular program, and the jobs are not there at the end of the pipeline, and 
St. Luke’s informed us of that and their support of the suspension of the 

COURTESY 
OF THE FLOOR 
TO VISITORS 
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program. So we did suspend it because we believe it is a wrong endeavor to 
prepare people in careers when there are not jobs for that career. So we do 
those kinds of things, such as academic audits. The business meeting was a 
rather routine agenda. The Trustees passed the NCC Budget for 2012-2013 
with an $84 million budget. Other routine items that were discussed at the 
meeting included a contract for Dell computers, an elevator contract, and 
some deferred maintenance/capital projects. He also indicated that they 
broke ground at the new Monroe campus for a self-contained college. NCC 
has been looking to extend our program into Monroe in a major way for 
many years, and about six years ago, NCC bought a plot of land. There is no 
NCC money supporting that, as this is all coming from Monroe and other 
sources. Monroe has allowed for the benefit from the gambling from Mount 
Airy to pay off a $40 million bond issue. Also we have a development 
program up there where we are raising $5 to $7 million. So the Monroe 
campus will be paid with Monroe county money. This will be a wonderful 
extension and marketing tool for NCC. The last item he wants to talk about 
is the hiring of the new NCC’s new President, Dr. Mark Erickson. During 
the week of September 30, NCC will be having Inauguration Week. On 
Wednesday, October 3, there will be a School Board Breakfast for all Board 
members to meet with the new NCC President, and invitations will be sent 
out to all Board members. Even though Dr. Erickson will be taking over the 
reigns in July, the installation ceremony will occur on Thursday, October 4. 
 
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Ms. 
Marisa Langley stated: Good evening everyone. Currently at Freedom High 
School we are wrapping up yet another wonderful school year. While most 
students are trying to avoid the laziness that seems to take over this time of 
the year, we still have our baseball team practicing hard so that they are able 
to excel in districts and hopefully earn a title. Another hard working group 
that can never be overlooked for their outstanding talent is the Theatre 
Company. They have been rehearsing non-stop for their performance at the 
Freddy’s. They received a record breaking 17 nominations. Another area in 
which the talented students of Freedom were able to display their talents 
was at the art show last month, which was a huge success. Prom was held 
two weeks ago, and it was a huge success for all of those who attended. We 
must commend the junior class on their hard work; they certainly left huge 
shoes to fill for next year’s juniors. The every 15-minute display also 
contributed to the safety at Prom, and everyone who saw and participated in 
the program seemed to be extremely moved. This past month, close to 100 
student volunteers also helped at the Northampton County Special Olympics 
at the BASD Stadium. Though the weather could have been better, everyone 
seemed to have a great time. From an academic standpoint, the AP exams 
are over and everyone is nervously awaiting the results in mid-July. The 
final exams are approaching with the seniors having exams this Wednesday 
and Thursday. Finals for the underclassmen will be held on Monday June 4 

STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 
REPORTS 
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and Tuesday, June 5. The graduation for Freedom will also be on June 5 at 
Stabler Arena. That is all for tonight, and thank you for your time. 
 
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Ms.  
Meridith Guro stated: Even though seniors have a few days left and 
underclassmen have two weeks, Liberty High School has not slowed down. 
From end of the year banquets to final tests, Liberty High School is a busy 
place. The last two weeks many juniors and seniors, and some sophomores 
took one or more AP tests, and some are even taking five tests. Those 
students who did not take the AP tests are now preparing for their finals, 
which are this Thursday and Friday. The lists have gone up for those 
students who applied to be in honors classes for next year, and third quarter 
report cards were distributed. Information about graduation has been given 
and rehearsals start very soon, considering the event is a little over two 
weeks away. May 3rd, in the BASD Stadium, Special Olympics took place. 
For many students this event was a highlight of the year. To be able to work 
with and help other students was an eye opener. Whether it was watching 
them receive a ribbon or even just finish the event, many students had a 
great time. And for the participants, it is always a highlight. On May 5th, the 
junior class hosted the junior/senior Prom at Bear Creek. It was a 
memorable night for many students. The feedback was all positive and was 
worth the expensive ticket. Our sports teams have made us proud this year, 
keeping the tradition of winning the bell. Our softball and baseball teams are 
headed for the playoffs, and open gyms for other sports are taking place 
regularly. The athletic banquet will take place on Wednesday night. The 
Liberty High School Chapter of National Honor Society held elections for 
the current junior class for next year’s officer positions. And many after 
school clubs and activities are starting to end their year. This Thursday 
night, make sure to tune into the 10th Annual Freddy Awards. Liberty has 
three nominations that we are very proud of. There are also four students in 
the opening number from Liberty, so keep an eye out for them! From both 
Darah and me, thanks to everyone on the Board for a wonderful year. It has 
really been a pleasure to come fill you in on all things happening at Liberty 
High School each month. Have a great summer! Respectfully submitted 
Meridith Guro and Darah Donaher. 
 
President Faccinetto called for the Approval of the Minutes for the 
following meetings:  April 23, 2012 – Regular Board Meeting; April 30, 
2012 – Budget Workshop; and May 14, 2012 – Special Board Meeting. 
 
Director Bonilla made a motion to approve the minutes, which was 
seconded by Director Patrick. 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion and/or corrections to 
the minutes.  
 
 

APPROVAL OF  
MINUTES 
 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE  
MINUTES 
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President Faccinetto called for the roll call vote, rather than a voice vote to 
approve the minutes.  Yes, Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, and President Faccinetto. 
 
Motion passes 8-0. 
 
President Faccinetto called for the Approval of the Committee Meeting 
Minutes from the following meetings:  April 16, 2012 – Board Human 
Resources Committee Meeting Minutes; May 7, 2012 – Board Curriculum 
Committee Meeting Minutes; and May 14, 2012 – Board Finance 
Committee Meeting Minutes. 
 
Director McKeon made a motion to approve the minutes, which was 
seconded by Director Bonilla.  
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion and/or corrections to 
the minutes. 
 
President Faccinetto called for a voice vote to approve the Committee 
Minutes. The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Motion passes 8-0. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE TO 
APPROVE MINUTES 
 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF 
COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 
 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE 
COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 

 
 
VOICE VOTE TO 
APPROVE MINUTES 

President Faccinetto called for Approval of the Financial Report/Payment of 
Bills – Budgetary Transfers (Page 41); Treasurer’s Report (Page 42); 
Monthly Bills (Page 43); Budget Information (Information Only) (Page 44); 
and Quotation Information (Information Only) (Page 45). 
 
President Faccinetto asked Director McKeon as Finance Chair if he would 
make a motion to approve the Financial Report and Payment of Bills (Pages 
41, 42, and 43). Director McKeon made a motion to approve, and it was 
seconded by Director Follweiler. 
 

President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion regarding the 
Financial Report/Payment of Bills. 
 
President Faccinetto called for the roll call vote of the Financial 
Report/Payment of Bills for Budgetary Transfers, Treasurer’s Report, and 
Monthly Bills. The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yes, 
Directors Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Bonilla, and 
President Faccinetto. 
 
Motions pass 8-0. 

FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE 
FINANCIAL 
REPORT/PAYMENT OF 
BILLS 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
PAGES 41, 42, AND 43 
 

President Faccinetto stated that the Board conducted an Executive Session 
last Monday after the Special Board Meeting regarding personnel, legal 
matters, and student discipline. This evening prior to the Board meeting, the 

PRESIDENT’S 
COMMUNICATIONS 
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Board had another Executive Session to discuss personnel and legal matters. 
In addition, he stated that both he and Director McKeon attended the 
Bridges Scholarships Awards ceremony last Tuesday at Bethlehem Area 
Vocational-Technical School where 17 students were honored and 10 of 
them were BASD students between Liberty and Freedom, and they received 
over $24,000 in scholarships. Then on Wednesday, Freedom High School 
hosted the Senior Recognition Night for Vo-Tech. Both Dr. Roy and I 
attended that event, and 302 seniors from Northampton, Saucon Valley, and 
Bethlehem received awards for their time at Vo-Tech, which is in essence a 
Vo-Tech graduation.  
 
Dr. Roy stated that he would like to thank two community partners. 
ArtsQuest recently partnered with BASD to provide a screening of the film 
“Bully” to some of our middle school students followed by a discussion. 
They received tremendous feedback regarding the movie and the discussion 
that followed. We would also like to thank Amy Burkett from PBS 39 as she 
did some work with our middle school students around leadership and anti-
bullying, and we look forward to additional efforts focused on ninth graders 
next year. 
   

SUPERINTENDENT’S 
REPORT/RECOGNITION 
 

President Faccinetto asked if anyone had any Unfinished Business they 
would like to bring up at this time. Seeing none, he moved on to the 
Recommendations of the Administration. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Facilities Items 
President Faccinetto asked Director Follweiler if she would make a motion 
to move the Facilities Committee Items 1 and 2. 
 
Director Follweiler made a motion to move Items 1 and 2, and it was 
seconded by Director McKeon.  
 
President Faccinetto asked for any discussion on Items 1 and 2.   
 
Discussion Items 1 and 2 – See Agenda pages 1 and 2. 
 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Items 1 and 2. The question 
was called with roll call as follows: Director Burkhardt – Yes to Items 1 and 
2; Director Cann – Yes to Item 1 and No to Item 2 as I wanted to confine 
our spending to our repair to stadium itself and not to the alternate bids; 
Director Follweiler – Yes to Item 1 and No to Item 2; Director McKeon – 
Yes to Item 1 and No to Item 2; Director Ortiz – Yes to Items 1 and 2; 
Director Patrick – Yes to Items 1 and 2; Director Bonilla – Yes to Items 1 
and 2; and President Faccinetto – Yes to Items 1 and 2.  
 
Motions pass as follows:   

RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
MOTION TO MOVE 
ITEMS 1 AND 2 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 1 
AND 2 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
Items 1 and 2 
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 Item 1 – 8-0 
 Item 2 – 5-3 
 
Curriculum Items 
President Faccinetto asked Director Burkhardt if he would make a motion to 
move the Curriculum Committee Items 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. 
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion to move Items 3 through 8, and it was 
seconded by Director Patrick.  
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion on Items 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
and 8.   
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on items 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yes, Directors Burkhardt, 
Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Bonilla, and President Faccinetto. 
 
All motions pass 8-0. 
 
Human Resources Items 
President Faccinetto asked Director Ortiz if she would make a motion to 
move the Human Resources Committee Items 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 
and 17. 
 
Director Ortiz made a motion to move Items 9 through 17, and it was 
seconded by Director Follweiler.  
 
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion on Items 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15,16 and 17.   
 
Director McKeon stated that Item 14 regarding the MOU he indicated that 
he has been opposed to the reinstatement of the teaming at the sixth grade 
level, and he will be voting no on the MOU. 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on items 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16 and 17. The question was called with roll call as follows:  Director 
Burkhardt – Yes to Items 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17; and Abstain to 
Item 11, page 18 number 25 as a relative is listed; Director Cann – Yes to 
Items 9 through 17; Director Follweiler – Yes to Items 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 
16, and 17 and No to Item 14; Director McKeon – Yes to Items 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 and No to Item 14; Director Ortiz – Yes to Items 9 
through 17; Director Patrick – Yes to Items 9 through 17; Director Bonilla – 
Yes to items 9 through 17; and President Faccinetto – Yes to Items 9 
through 17. 
 

 
 
 
 
MOTION TO MOVE 
ITEMS 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, AND 
8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, AND 
8 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO MOVE  
ITEMS 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, AND 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
Items 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, AND 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAY 21, 2012 
 

Page 12 of 120 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Motions pass as follows: 
  Items 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 – 8-0 
  Item 11 – 7-0-1 
  Item 14 – 6-2  
 
Finance Items 
President Faccinetto asked Director McKeon if he would make a motion to 
move the Finance Committee Items 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
and 28. 
 
Director McKeon made a motion to move Items 18 through 28, and it was 
seconded by Director Patrick. 
 
 President Faccinetto asked for any discussion on Items 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28. 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Items 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28. The question was called with roll call as follows:  
Yes, Directors Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, 
Bonilla, and President Faccinetto.  
 
All motions pass 8-0.  
 
Dr. Roy reminded the Board that there are two Election ballots from the IU 
and NCC that need to be completed by each Board member and returned to 
Mr. Giordano this evening prior to leaving the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO MOVE  
ITEMS 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, AND 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE  
ITEMS 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, AND 28 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 1 & 2 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she missed the Facilities Committee Meeting this month due to an airline delay. 
Even though Director Cann and Mr. Stein reviewed the information with her, she is still not comfortable with 
the bid award for the BASD Stadium structural repairs and will be voting no this evening because of the dollar 
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amount. She has some concerns that the low bid on some of the items was extremely lower than others, and she 
believes that was discussed at the meeting, but for now, she is going to reserve her vote as a no for the overall 
expenditure and hope that we can find a good way to stay safe and perhaps find a more cost effective way to fix 
it. 
 
Director McKeon stated that he will also be voting no on the stadium repairs because he feels that at this point 
and time we should at least defer it one more year and make the expenditure. If we deplete our construction 
reserves and something catastrophic comes up, we will not be able to handle that. 
 
The administration’s recommendations 1 and 2 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 were considered together. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE 
PAGES 41, 42, AND 43 
 

Motions pass 8-0. 
 
 
 

President Faccinetto called for the roll call vote of the Financial Report/Payment of Bills for Budgetary 
Transfers, Treasurer’s Report, and Monthly Bills. The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yes, 
Directors Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Bonilla, and President Faccinetto. 
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Motions pass 8-0. 
 
 

 

President Faccinetto called for the roll call vote of the Financial Report/Payment of Bills for Budgetary 
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President Faccinetto stated that at this time we will move to Reports of 
Committees. 
 
BETHLEHEM AREA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL – Director 
McKeon stated the Board met on Tuesday, May 1, and there was a inservice 
presentation by Sandra Kline on Continuing Education aimed at the adult 
community itself as it is a self-sustaining program. Students will be 
participating in the National Skills USA competition in July in Kansas City. 
The next meeting will be on June 7 because of scheduling conflicts with 
school graduations, and our next probable meeting will be in August, as we 
generally do not meet in July. 
 
DIVERSITY COMMITTEE – Director Ortiz stated that a meeting was held, 
and she would like to thank Dr. Roy and the administration as the Diversity 
Committee is starting to be a powerful voice of the community that is 
changing many things, and that change is from the willingness of Dr. Roy 
and his administration and the leadership of the Board to make these 
changes. Dr. Roy shared with the committee all of the accomplishments for 
this year. We are seeing now that diversity is growing in our district, and so 
is our powerful change to accommodate this. The committee created three 
goals this year and they are that No Place for Hate be reinstituted across the 
district and this was accomplished, that Restorative Practices be instituted in 
the high schools and this was accomplished, and the last was to keep 
minority hiring in the forefront and to make an effort to find and secure 
minority candidates for the interview process when appropriate. Dr. Roy 
pointed out that all three goals were accomplished. We also had 
presentations from Turning Point related to gears to relationship and respect. 
It is a three-year project to reduce relationship violence and educate students 
and parents. So far, there has been a pre-test for all middle school and high 
school staff, which was followed by a workshop. The Leader in Me Program 
update was given and is running well at Governor Wolf and Lincoln 
Elementary Schools. There was a school diversity project at Miller Heights 
Elementary School that was presented. The committee has one question for 
the School Improvement Survey and would like to include the student’s 
response to safety, value, respect, and possibly a question for changing the 
survey to “I feel my culture is valued by my school.” It was also suggested 
that one of race ethnicity categories not only be African American, but to 
include Black. Upcoming events for this committee is Native American 
Heritage Day on May 19, Minority Awards Program on May 31, Freedom 
graduation on June 5, and Liberty graduation on June 6. Other information 
sharing items included four students that won gold in the Actso, and they are 
eligible to go to the national competition in Houston, Texas. A number of 
topics and suggestions were brought up by the members, and a 
subcommittee will get together to talk about what the next discussions will 
be. Next year will be a busy year. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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ENERGY COMMITTEE – Director Cann stated that the committee met 
about a week ago. The meeting was largely focused on the educational 
aspect of the energy project that we have going, and there were samples of 
the kinds of information that could be given to schools at different levels to 
educate students at all levels with energy consumption. There is a lot of 
work happening with making changes in the educational aspect of this. At 
the Facilities Committee Meeting in June, Mr. Fazil will give us an update 
on the Energy savings that we have gotten thus far and where we are going 
from there. 
 
RECREATION COMMISSION – Director Follweiler stated that the 
recreation commission meeting was cancelled this month, as there were not 
enough people for a quorum. This is an advisory board to the City of 
Bethlehem on recreation for student-age children. 
 
COLONIAL INTERMEDIATE UNIT 20 – Director Follweiler stated that 
the Colonial Academy had their yearly prom and was a huge success on 
May 5. There is a Recognition Brunch scheduled for Sunday, June 3 for 
Special Olympics. She also had copies to hand out to the Board on IU’s 
monthly newsletter.  
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any New or Miscellaneous Business.  
Seeing none, he moved on to Courtesy of the Floor. 

NEW/MISCELLANEOUS 
BUSINESS 
 

President Faccinetto asked if anyone would like to speak at Courtesy of the 
Floor.   
 
Stephen Antalics 
737 Ridge 
Bethlehem 
 
Mr. Antalics continued is discussion on a TIF district from previous week’s 
Courtesy of the Floor topics. He placed information at the Board seats about 
more information on TIFs. He has apprised the Board in the past about 
Bethlehem’s TIF district. Then he spoke about a TIF in Chicago and said 
that it is different than how Bethlehem handles TIFs. In Chicago, the mayor 
controls the TIFs with approval of the alderman. In Pennsylvania, it is up to 
the school board, the city, and the county to weigh in with the school district 
having the best and strongest say in their involvement with taxes. In regards 
to the paper he handed out, he wanted to review with the Board what a TIF 
should not be and reviewed information from concerns in Chicago with the 
TIF. At the end, he wanted to make sure that he educates the Board on TIFs 
if any come before the Board. 
 
 

COURTESY OF THE 
FLOOR 
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Elizabeth Jones 
2237 Huntington Street 
Bethlehem 
 
First, I want to thank the school board for serving, as I know this is a 
volunteer position. Secondly, I wanted to personally thank Rick Agretto. My 
son is a senior and is graduating this year, and recently special education 
took a hit publicly. I wanted to come tonight to celebrate a success story. My 
son was brain damaged at birth, and he was given services through Easter 
Seals, and by the IU. At three years of age, he was placed at Marvine in an 
IU classroom, and then when he was four years old, he was placed in the 
SPARK program with an IU teacher. When he transitioned to Kindergarten, 
he was placed in a regular classroom with an aide at my request, and all 
through elementary school they accommodated him with an IEP as well as 
through middle school and high school. He had great teachers and got 
therapy through elementary school, which included occupational therapy 
and speech therapy. Through all these years, Mr. Agretto and his staff were 
very helpful and we had great success. He is graduating this June. In fact, he 
took an AP class this past year, and also on recommendation of his guidance 
counselor, he was dual enrolled at NCC and had his first class, English I, 
and received an A. So thank you to Mr. Agretto and his staff. 
 
President Faccinetto asked if anyone had anything to discuss in the Open 
Forum. 
 
Dr. Roy wanted to publicly congratulate Claire Hogan on her appointment 
this evening as Director of Special Education. 
 
Claire Hogan came up to the podium to thank the Board and the 
administration for this appointment. I look forward to continuing to work 
with wonderful teachers and administrators that we have in the district to 
meet the needs of all of our students as well as our district goals. 
 
Director Bonilla informed the Board that this summer the City of Bethlehem 
will be sponsoring summer programs for 13 through 19-year-old Bethlehem 
kids. The programs are made possible by the Southside Vision 2014, the 
PPL Corporation, Spectrum Health Venues, Inc., Just Born, Inc., Bethlehem 
Department of Community and Economic Development, City of Bethlehem, 
and the Community Action Development Corporation of Bethlehem. The 
reason that they are doing these summer programs are to help get the 
students off the street and get them involved in educational and athletic 
activities.  
 
 
 
 

OPEN FORUM 
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        Attest, 
 
 
        Russell Giordano 
        Assistant Board Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        RG:pag/dlm 
 
 

 

President Faccinetto indicated that he attended the Special Olympics event 
that was held on May 3 at the BASD Stadium, and wanted to announce that 
Mr. Agretto was recognized for his 32-year commitment in organizing this 
annual Northampton County Special Olympic event, and wanted to publicly 
thank him this evening for his time to Special Olympics. 
 
Director Bonilla also stated that he attended the Fifth Grade Frank Broad 
Track Meet earlier this month and was a huge success. He wanted to thank 
all of those who were involved, and that there were a number of records 
broken this year at the event. 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a motion for Adjournment. 
 
Director Follweiler moved to adjourn the meeting, and it was seconded by 
Director Patrick.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 


