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BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

 

The Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bethlehem Area 
School District was held on Monday, April 23, 2012, at 7:03 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester Road, Bethlehem, PA  
18017. 
 

REGULAR BOARD 
MEETING 

President Faccinetto called for the roll: 
 
Members present: Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, 
Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, President Faccinetto - 9 
 
Others present:  Dr. Joseph Roy, Superintendent of Schools; Stacy Gober, 
Board Secretary; administrators, members of the press and other interested 
citizens and staff members. 
 

MEMBERS  
PRESENT 
 
 
 
OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Faccinetto requested a moment of silent meditation. 
 

MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 
 

Dr. Roy recognized Nancy Mautino, Assistant Director of Business Affairs 
who recently earned re-certification as a PA Registered School Business 
Administrator. This certification recognizes a commitment to professional 
development and expertise in the field and represents implementation of the 
best practices.   
 

RECOGNITION 

President Faccinetto offered Courtesy of the Floor to visitors. Speakers are 
asked to come to the podium, stating their name and address. Public comment 
in the first session is limited to 30 minutes and is for agenda items only. The 
second Courtesy of the Floor will be for any district concerns or business. 
Speakers are limited to three minutes each. The board requests that, when 
possible, all individuals supporting a like position on a topic select a speaker 
to present their views to avoid repetition. If that is not possible, all are 
welcome to speak.  As per school board policy, generally, speakers are limited 
to taxpayers, residents, or employees of this school district. At the conclusion 
of the regular school board meeting, another block of time will be allocated 
for public comment. At that time, the same rules will apply. It is asked that 
speakers observe proper decorum, without personal attacks towards a specific 
individual or individuals. It is not the custom for the board to enter into a 
dialogue at these meetings about concerns. However, the board does listen 
with care to issues raised. Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by 

COURTESY 
OF THE FLOOR 
TO VISITORS 
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the administration. 
 
There were no speakers for Courtesy of the Floor. 
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Ms.  
Anna Thomas stated: Good evening everyone. Freedom has had yet another 
event filled month.  On March 29th Freedom High School hosted its annual 
blood drive.  The blood drive which is run by the student council as its spring 
project is open to all Patriot students and employees alike who meet the 
requirement of being at least 17 and weighing at least 110 lbs. This year 
brought an admirable turnout with more than 85 pints of blood being donated 
at the end of the day.  Our girl’s soccer team brought in the new month on 
April 3rd by defeating Liberty in a close match of 1-0. At the student faculty 
basketball game on April 13th, Senior Patriots managed to pull another victory 
over their teachers with a final score of 87-40. Seniors and faculty also 
worked together to pick commencement speakers for graduation in June. The 
faculty elected speaker is senior class secretary Courtney Barrow and student 
elected speaker is Senior Paul Skersis Throughout the month of April, Juniors 
took reading, writing and math PSSA’s and will be beginning science PSSA’s 
tomorrow morning at 8:00 a.m. sharp. Also this month the Freedom student 
newspaper, known as the Freedom Forum, received first place for overall 
newspaper in the Keystone press award.  AP study groups have also begun to 
meet together to prepare for the test coming up next month in mid-May. 
Upcoming events at Freedom include the annual Special Olympics on May 3rd 
in which several members of student council committed their time to 
volunteer as facilitators.  Also in May is the every 15 minutes presentation 
made possible by Freedom’s SADD chapter, which is Students Against 
Destructive Decisions. This program, which focuses on high school seniors 
and juniors, is meant to challenge students to think about the repercussions of 
drinking and driving.  This presentation is perfectly timed to come before 
Freedom’s Prom, which will be held at DeSales University on May 12th.  
Prom tickets went on sale last Monday and juniors are eager to rise to the 
challenge of selling the remaining 599 tickets in the ticket box.  Tomorrow 
boy’s tennis will be playing Liberty and the Art Department at Freedom will 
be having its annual art show.  Turnout for both events is expected to be high 
and students are looking forward to seeing the talent that their peers will be 
showcasing. Thank you very much for you time and attention. 
 
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Ms. Darah 
Donaher.  Ms. Donaher stated:  Good Evening.  Our year at Liberty is quickly 
coming to an end, but not without an extremely busy month of April. This past 
month our music and theatre departments were very busy. We had the 
incredibly impressive LHS Grenadier Band concert, which never ceases to 
amaze its audience.  This year the band recognized past World War II veterans 
like Mr. Murdy and Mr. Deyscher who played taps at the concert. The 
audience was taken to Hawaii and back with a fire dancer and palm trees on 

STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 
REPORTS 
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the sides of the band.  Then our spring musical Les Miserable went out with a 
bang selling out every night and seating people into the balcony. It was a huge 
success and brought great pride and joy to the Liberty community. Just this 
past weekend the first company held their annual concert but it was based on a 
Wild West Show. It was very entertaining and all the proceeds go to the 
American Cancer Society.  This Friday is the orchestra pops concert and not 
far behind in May is the chorus pops concert.  That wraps up the music 
departments’ events for the year except for the graduation music, which, yes, 
has been brought out and started to be practiced.  Two weeks ago the senior 
class had an assembly where graduation criteria and information was 
explained.  Yes, it is that close, which for many of us was hard to believe and 
as many of the seniors still want to work hard that dreaded senioritis is starting 
to kick in. Last week, 13 seniors ran for faculty elect speaker during the 
Monday faculty meeting and one, Victor Broskey was chosen. Tomorrow we 
will have a senior assembly where the senior class speaker will be elected.  
Juniors are so close to being done with PSSA’s and will wrap it up this week 
with the science.  AP testing is right around the corner and for many juniors 
and seniors and even sophomores, they are preparing.  Seniors are all making 
final college decisions as the May 1st deadline is fast approaching.  It is a very 
exciting time at Liberty High School.  Coming up at Liberty we have Teacher 
Appreciation Day, Administrative Assistant Day and on May 3rd, on the 
football field, Special Olympics will take place, an event that many students 
look forward to being a part of.  On May 5th, Liberty will host its Prom at Bear 
Creek and many students are excited about that.  We will soon hold elections 
for next year’s class officers, student government officers and our spring 
sports teams are keeping up the school spirit and going strong.  With all this 
nice weather, we are ready for the next two months to fly by.  Respectfully 
submitted, Darah Donaher. 
 
Director Follweiler shared a comment with the student representative saying 
that she ran into a parent recently who has chosen to send her children to a 
religious based school in our area, and she feels that the education in the arts 
is less than what she would like to see so she has decided to do a little home 
schooling by taking her child to all of the arts available within Freedom and 
Liberty, and she was completely and utterly flabbergasted by what she has 
seen so far in both the programs at both schools. The day I saw her, she had 
just gone the night before to the Liberty concert. She and I are both are 
graduates of Freedom, so there is no bias there.  Director Follweiler asked that 
they share this information with their fellow students in the arts. This 
particular woman is very active in music herself in her personal right and she 
said the programs could not be topped.   
 
Director McKeon stated he was at the school musical and that they did a very 
nice job on Les Miserable. 
President Faccinetto called for the approval of the minutes from the following 
meetings:  March 19, 2012 – Regular Board Meeting; March 29, 2012 – 

APPROVAL OF  
MINUTES 
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Special Board Meeting; and March 29, 2012 – Budget Workshop. 
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded 
by Director McKeon. 
 
President Faccinetto called for a voice vote to approve the minutes. The 
motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Motion passes 9-0. 
 
President Faccinetto called for the approval of the committee meeting minutes 
from the following meeting:  April 2, 2012 – Board Facilities Committee 
Meeting; April 2, 2012 – Board Curriculum Committee Meeting; and April 
16, 2012 – Board Finance Committee Meeting. 
 
Director Follweiler made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded 
by Director Burkhardt.  
 
 
President Faccinetto called for a voice vote to approve the Committee 
minutes.  The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Motion passes 9-0. 
 

 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT  
MINUTES 
 
VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF 
COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
 
 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT 
COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
 
 

VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 

President Faccinetto called for approval of the Financial Report/Payment of 
Bills – Pages 34, 35, and 36. 
 
 
Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Patrick to accept the 
Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Pages 34, 35, and 36) 
 
 

 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage and President 
Faccinetto. 
 
Motions pass 9-0. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
FINANCIAL 
REPORT/PAYMENT 
OF BILLS 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
PAGES 34, 35, and 36 
 

President Faccinetto stated there was an executive session on April 2nd to 
discuss personnel; April 16th to discuss personnel, student discipline and legal 
items; and prior to the meeting this evening they discussed legal items and 
personnel, and there will have a brief meeting after this meeting to discuss 
personnel.   

PRESIDENT’S 
COMMUNICATIONS 



APRIL 23, 2012 
 

Page 5 of 111 

Dr. Roy stated that as part of Freedom and Liberty’s spring musicals, the 
district hosted Senior Citizens Nights at each school on the Wednesday 
opening the shows. A combined 800 plus senior citizens had a dinner served 
by Sodexo and enjoyed the tremendous performances of the children. Also, on 
April 13th, the school district hosted the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association middle level band and orchestra concert at Broughal Middle 
School.  From the seven county regions, the best band and orchestra 
performers came and spent the day under the direction of a guest conductor 
and then performed. On Friday, May 4th, upcoming at Northeast the district 
will host the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association Elementary Band and 
Orchestra concert at 7:30 p.m. at Northeast Middle School. 
   

SUPERINTENDENTS 
REPORT/ 
RECOGNITION 
 

President Faccinetto asked if anyone had any unfinished business they would 
like to bring up at this time.  Seeing none, we moved onto Recommendations 
of the Administration. 
 

UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS 
 

President Faccinetto asked Director Follweiler if she would make a motion to 
approve the Facilities Committee Items 1 and 2. 
 
Director Follweiler made a motion, seconded by Director McKeon. President 
Faccinetto asked for any discussion on Items 1 and 2.  Seeing none, President 
Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on items 1 and 2. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, President 
Faccinetto  
 
All motions pass 9-0.  
 
President Faccinetto asked Director Burkhardt if he would make a motion to 
approve the Curriculum Committee Items 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9. 
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion, seconded by Director McKeon. President 
Faccinetto asked for any discussion on Items 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9.  Seeing 
none, President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on items 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
and 9. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, no 
to Item 7, yes to the others, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, 
Patrick, Vidanage, President Faccinetto  
 
Motions 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9 - passes 8-1. 
Motion 7 passes 9-0. 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
Items 1 and 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
Items 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 
9 
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President Faccinetto asked Director Ortiz if she would make a motion to 
approve the Human Resources Committee Items 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. 
 
Director Ortiz made a motion, seconded by Director Follweiler. President 
Faccinetto asked for any discussion on Items 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16.  
Seeing none, President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on items 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, and President 
Faccinetto. 
 
All motions pass 9-0.  
 
Dr. Roy welcomed and congratulated the new principal for Liberty High 
School, Mr. Harrison Bailey. Mr. Bailey will start on July 1st. 
 
Mr. Bailey stated that he was very honored to be back to the Bethlehem Area 
School District. Mr. Bailey’s mission is to help Liberty reach new heights in 
education. 
 
President Faccinetto asked Director McKeon if he would make a motion to 
approve the Finance Committee Items 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25. 
 
Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Follweiler. President 
Faccinetto asked for any discussion on Items 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
and 25.  Seeing none, President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on items 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, President 
Faccinetto  
 
All motions pass 9-0. 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a motion to approve the Northampton 
Community College Board of Trustees Nomination.  Director Burkhardt made 
a motion, seconded by Director Follweiler.   
 
President Faccinetto stated that this process was started about six weeks ago 
and feels we have two highly qualified candidates before us tonight.  We have 
Mrs. Leeson and we have Mr. Rosado.   
 
Director McKeon asked if this vote can be split.   
 
President Faccinetto stated that he would prefer not to split the vote. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
Items 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15 and 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE  
Items 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24 and 25 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
OF THE BOARD 
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Atty. Spry stated that you can make a motion to split the vote. It would require 
five (5) votes to split it. 
 
Director Bonilla made a motion to split the vote.  Director Ortiz seconded the 
motion.   
 
President Faccinetto asked for a voice vote.  Yea,  Directors Bonilla, McKeon, 
Ortiz, Vidanage. Nay, Directors Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, Follweiler, 
Patrick. 
 
Motion fails 4-5. 
 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Burkhardt, 
Cann, Follweiler, Patrick, and President Faccinetto.  Nay, Directors Bonilla, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Vidanage. 
 
Motion passes 5-4. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE TO 
SPLIT THE VOTE 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
NORTHAMPTON 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE TRUSTEES 
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The administration’s recommendations 1 and 2 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1 and 2 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 were considered together. 
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Director Follweiler stated that she agrees with Director Faccinetto that we did have a very thorough process 
with a lot of good healthy debate and the two people on the agenda did get the majority of support from the 
board. 
 
Director Bonilla stated that he will be voting against this recommendation.  He stated that Mrs. Leeson is no 
longer a part of this board.  He respects the time she did serve on this board, but it is time to move forward. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that she will also be voting no since they have other female candidates that had enough 
votes.  She said she does appreciate Mrs. Leeson’s work on the board but she believes they have to move on and 
let other candidates have the same opportunity. 
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Director Vidanage stated that he will not vote for Mrs. Leeson for the simple reason that there are other 
candidates. He stated they had another person who was very good at what she did and to them she showed a 
commitment when she spoke in both English and Spanish. They know that she has a real commitment to serve 
the minority population. 
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion to call the question, and the motion was seconded by Director Follweiler. 
 
President Faccinetto stated that there will be a Roll Call vote since Director Burkhardt called the question there 
can be no further discussion and the motion was seconded. 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Patrick to accept the Financial Report and Payment of 
Bills, (Pages 34, 35, and 36) 
 

The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage and President Faccinetto. 
 
Motions pass 9-0. 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Patrick to accept the Financial Report and Payment of 
Bills, (Pages 34, 35, and 36) 
 

The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage and President Faccinetto. 
 
Motions pass 9-0. 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Patrick to accept the Financial Report and Payment of 
Bills, (Pages 34, 35, and 36) 
 

The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage and President Faccinetto. 
 
Motions pass 9-0. 
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President Faccinetto stated that at this time we will move on to reports of 
committees. 
 
NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE – President Faccinetto 
stated:  The April meeting began with a short reception for Mario Scavellos.  
He ended the first public official in residence day. The board approved a 
visitor’s code of conduct and contracts to relocate the dental program into a 
retro fitting space for a community dental clinic at the Fowler Southside 
Center. They also approved contracts for Alternative Energy training 
systems. The highlight of the evening was a presentation from the student 
senate on their recommendations for student engagements in order to 
improve student retention.  The students had thoroughly researched student 
engagement then they conducted a survey and they toured several local 
schools. From the information they gathered they developed a 
comprehensive set of recommendations along with specifically what would 
be needed to implement their recommendations. The student services 
department is reviewing their recommendation for feasibility of 
implementation and the Board of Trustees will get periodic updates. 
 
VO-TECH – Director McKeon stated:  They had a meeting on Monday 
April 3rd. They had a presentation of the first place winners for web design 
and animation. Mr. Lazarchek gave a presentation on the attendance 
initiative that is going on at Vo-Tech and they have struggled in the past.  It 
is as a result of the initiative at the local school district level where the kids 
are being pulled out of their programs for remedial work at their home 
district to get their PSSA’s scores up.  Some of that initiative is being take 
over by the Vo-Tech and Mr. Lazarchek. The target for the year is 90 
percent, and they are experiencing good progress towards reaching that 
goal.  Vo-Tech is sending 19 students and three (3) advisors to Hershey to 
participate in the Skills USA Championships. 
 
DIVERSITY COMMITTEE – Director Ortiz stated that they will be 
meeting this Wednesday, April 25th. 
 
COLONIAL INTERMEDIATE UNIT – Director Follweiler stated that they 
will be meeting this week and there is some refinancing that they are going 
to be looking at through PFM to reduce the debt at the Intermediate  
 
RECREATION COMMISSION – Director Follweiler stated that they will 
be meeting this week. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 
 
 

President Faccinetto asked if there was any New or Miscellaneous Business.  
Seeing none, we will move on to Courtesy of the Floor. 

NEW/MISCELLANEOUS 
BUSINESS 
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President Faccinetto asked if anyone would like to speak at Courtesy of the 
Floor.   
 
Marilyn Hartman  
931 High Street 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Ms. Hartman stated:  I want to congratulate the Board for the vote on José 
Rosado as a Trustee to the Northampton Community College.  Politics do 
make strange bedfellows.  I am totally opposed to the fact that Mrs. Leeson 
is going again for another six years.  Someone said that insanity is doing the 
same thing over and over again and expecting different results.  I applaud 
the intention of those of you who wanted to split the vote.  I am sorry that 
not all of you agreed on that, but it should be noted that when you are 
naming an individual to any board, it should be under merits and their merits 
only and should not be because of their riding the coat tails of someone else.  
So it would have been good to have seen how the Board would have voted 
had the vote been split?  Nevertheless I want to thank you for the 
opportunity that you have given to Mr. Rosado.  I know he is going to make 
us all proud.  We have bought a ticket for the dance.  We were all dressed 
for the dance.  We were sitting on the sidelines and now we get to actually 
dance.  We may not have chosen the partner they have given to us, but I am 
going to tell you something we are going to win that dance contest.   
 
Mrs. Iris Cintrón 
1052 Johnston Drive 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Mrs. Cintrón stated:  I am the representative from the Hispanic Center in the 
Lehigh Valley which I still call the Council of Spanish Speaking 
Organizations.  I want to congratulate the Board for making history tonight 
by nominating not only the first Latino to serve on the Northampton 
Community College Board of Trustees but also by Mr. Bailey’s appointment 
to Liberty High School.  He is not the first but we are certainly so pleased 
with that.  Thank you very much for listening to the community and for 
making it possible for us to move forward with the times given our areas 
changing demographics.  I believe that the entire community will benefit 
from your decision on the Northampton Community College appointment.  
Today the Latino community feels like the kid who got picked for the team.  
Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COURTESY OF THE 
FLOOR 
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Steven Antalics 
737 Ridge Street 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Mr. Antalics stated:  Something of great interest to me in the past years, 
Martin Tower TIF.  I took a consensus and a lot of people feel it is a dead 
issue and some people feel it is on the horizon.  So it is a 50/50 situation but 
since I attended the first TIF hearing way back when and all subsequent 
hearings so I have a sense of what was going on and the process of these 
different hearings I have seen, approximately three (3) different boards, and 
I am getting a common denominator.  The TIF rises its head whenever there 
seems to be a new board and the red flag for me came when the 
administration showed this tremendous interest in the last board elections.  I 
know the administration is very interested in the Martin Tower TIF because 
there was one very contentious issue. I think Director Cann remembers that 
when the President of the Board was attacked by the solicitor for the city for 
not supporting the TIF but fortunately the President hung and it was voted 
down.  It has been voted on routinely.  Money to the TIF has taken school 
board tax money into escrow, and you don’t get to spend it.  You get it back 
maybe 20 years down the road.  Now smoke screen and mirrors are done by 
the TIF people to make it look like if you put the money in escrow you are 
going to make out better and you will 20 years later but right now with the 
teams being cut in teaching, how much money can you afford to take out of 
your budget to put into a TIF if it ever comes up again.  This TIF is 
equivalent to the TIF in Chicago, which was a major boondoggle and 
nationally recognized as such and the people behind the TIF are multi 
billionaires.   
 
President Faccinetto stated: Just clarify for anyone listening; the 
administration Mr. Antalics is talking about it is the City Administration.  
 
José Rosado 
917 Delaware Avenue 
Fountain Hill, PA 
 
Mr. Rosado stated:  I just want to take a moment to share with everyone 
here.  I know that there were some concerns last week when I stood up and 
spoke to the Board about my interest in serving as a Trustee and there were 
some concerns whether or not José Rosado was over extended and would be 
able to commit to such a position.  I am just here to tell you that there is no 
need to worry because there are now three of us, myself, José Rosado, my 
son José Rosado Jr., and as off four hours ago, José Rosado III.  So while 
my grandson is at the nursery and my family is celebrating the birth of our 
grandson, I felt that it was important for me to be here this evening to show 
my commitment to this important position that the school board is placing in 
me and also the trust and confidence that the community has expressed in 
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me, and I thought it was important for me to come out this evening and just 
be present and say thank you and I look forward to serving the interest of the 
Bethlehem Area School District and the Community College. 
 
President Faccinetto asked if anyone had anything to discuss in the Open 
Forum. 
 
Director Bonilla stated:  I wish to begin by congratulating Mr. Rosado as 
well as the students from Northampton Community College for standing up 
for their right to be equally represented.  However, I am ashamed that our 
Board has once again voted in a member of this Board who was a member 
of this Board when the swaps were passed.  It is a concern of mine that this 
person is now voting on Northampton Community College’s finances.  Also, 
as a former student of Liberty High School, I would like to welcome Mr. 
Bailey to the district.  Also, I would like to thank Mrs. Durante for her 
service to this district and to the Liberty High School student body.  Other 
than Director Burkhardt I have never met another person who bleeds so 
much red and blue even though she is a graduate of Easton High School.  
Finally, Mr. Antalics, I am a full supporter of the Martin Tower TIF, and I 
wish it would come in front of this Board once again. 
 
Director Follweiler asked that at the next Board Human Resources 
Committee Meeting, that the board policy should be discussed regarding the 
time limit to the courtesy of the floor.   
 
Director Vidanage stated:  I think the SADD program is a very good 
program to learn values.  My daughter is a senior at Freedom and has 
worked with the poor and homeless people in Philadelphia.  She goes right 
to their dens and talks to them and this has given her a lot of confidence.  I 
think the school has a lot of good programs that will teach them not only 
about collecting grades for your self but to be a service to the society and 
that is very commendable.  The next item is about every so often we get 
letters from parents saying that when the country is in recession, how do the 
teachers got so much money and increases. We do it with the information 
we have, and we don’t have a crystal ball that will predict the rate of 
inflation within the next two or three years, and we try to get some 
information from the past and come up with a good solution.  The federal 
government has thousands of statisticians who will do the rate of inflation to 
the nearest decimal point.  So it is very unfair that the parents and everybody 
in this city comes back and say how can you give the teachers so much 
money and we didn’t get any raises.   It is very difficult to do that.  I can ask 
the same question, in the late 70’s and early 80’s when inflation rate was 18 
percent and 20 percent, did you give the teachers 18 and 20 percent 
increases in their salary?   No.  We try to do the best but it is not a good idea 
to just accuse us of taking the side of the teachers and giving them raises 
when the rest of the community is not getting raises 

OPEN FORUM 
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        Attest, 
 
 
        Stacy M. Gober 
        Board Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        SMG:pag 
 
 

 
Director Burkhardt stated that he wanted to ask Director McKeon about the 
issues that came up at the Curriculum Meeting regarding the cosmetology 
students and their hours because it is not something we can solve at our end.  
It is something that has to be worked through at Vo-Tech.   
 
Director McKeon stated:  It actually was discussed at the prior meeting, and 
I am not sure it can be readily resolved in the normal classroom 
environment.  I think we need to have a discussion about creating some 
ability financially for those students to go in the evening and help subsidize 
some of their cost.  That is the only way they are going to make those hours 
besides attending the regular day is then go to class in the evening to make 
those 1,250 hours, which is one of the higher educational requirements. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated that when students come to us even though they 
may have to give them bad news, it is better than not saying anything at all. 
I’d rather give them some news then to make it sound like we are doing 
something about it but really aren’t. Also, I would like to welcome Mr. 
Bailey to Liberty High School. 
 
Director Faccinetto stated that Director McKeon should talk with Dr. Silva 
about this situation.   
 
President Faccinetto stated that they will have a brief executive session to 
talk about legal items again.   
 

President Faccinetto asked for a motion for adjournment. 
Director Follweiler moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Director 
Bonilla.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 


