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BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

 

The Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bethlehem Area 
School District was held on Monday, March 19, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester Road, Bethlehem, PA  
18017. 
 

REGULAR BOARD 
MEETING 

President Faccinetto called for the roll: 
 
Members present:  Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, 
Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, and President Faccinetto – 9 
 
Others present:  Dr. Joseph Roy, Superintendent of Schools; Stacy Gober, 
Board Secretary; Solicitor; administrators; members of the press; and other 
interested citizens and staff members. 
 

MEMBERS  
PRESENT 
 
 
 
OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

President Faccinetto requested a moment of Silent Meditation.  
 

MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 

Dr. Roy indicated that this evening Mr. Timothy Mulligan, Executive Director 
from Communities In Schools of the Lehigh Valley, Inc. is here this evening 
to present an award/plaque to the Bethlehem Area School District for our 
partnership with them, especially our work with them at Lincoln and Calypso 
Elementary Schools with our Community Schools programs.  
 
Mr. Mulligan addressed the Board. Communities In Schools (CIS) is the 
nation’s leading drop-out prevention organization, and we have been here in 
the Lehigh Valley since 1994 serving in three school districts, and here in 
Bethlehem since 2005. We are very excited after a three-year process, CIS has 
achieved Total Quality System, which is an evaluation of our business 
practices, our operations, and our standards and procedures. Tonight we are 
here to say “thank you” to the Bethlehem Area School District for their 
participation in that. We could not have gotten this without Bethlehem’s 
partnership, without the district’s sound business practices, without our data 
sharing agreement, and so forth.  
 
Mr. Mulligan then read the inscription on the plaque and presented it to 
President Faccinetto. The plaque read: “Communities In Schools Incorporated 
proudly recognizes the Bethlehem Area School District for its partnership in 
Communities In School of the Lehigh Valley, a nationally accredited affiliate 
organization that has achieved all Communities In Schools Total Quality 
System requirements. Bethlehem Area School District is commended for its 
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continued support of the comprehensive Communities In Schools model. This 
accomplishment is indicative of strong leadership, sound business practices, a 
commitment to rigorous evaluation, and effective integration of resources and 
sources to surround students with a community of support empowering them 
to stay in school and achieve in life.”  So Dr. Roy and the School Board, thank 
you very much. 
 
Dr. Roy concluded by thanking Communities In Schools for their lead 
partnership in our community schools at Calypso and Lincoln Elementary 
Schools. They are committed to putting people and financial resources into the 
support of our teachers and students there. Thank you very much Tim! 
 
President Faccinetto offered Courtesy of the Floor to visitors.  Speakers are 
asked to come to the podium, stating their name and address. Public comment 
in the first session is limited to 30 minutes and is for agenda items only. The 
second Courtesy of the Floor will be for any district concerns or business. 
Speakers are limited to three minutes each. The board requests that, when 
possible, all individuals supporting a like position on a topic select a speaker 
to present their views to avoid repetition. If that is not possible, all are 
welcome to speak.  As per school board policy, generally, speakers are limited 
to taxpayers, residents, or employees of this school district. At the conclusion 
of the Regular School Board Meeting, another block of time will be allocated 
for public comment. At that time, the same rules will apply. It is asked that 
speakers observe proper decorum, without personal attacks towards a specific 
individual or individuals. It is not the custom for the board to enter into a 
dialogue at these meetings about concerns. However, the board does listen 
with care to issues raised. Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by 
the administration. 
 
None 
 

COURTESY 
OF THE FLOOR 
TO VISITORS 

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Ms. Meridith 
Guro (Alternate Student Board Representative).  Ms. Guro reported: Liberty is 
loving the weather and are enjoying walking to and from classes. Last week 
with PSSA testing every grade level was able to enjoy the gorgeous weather 
because of the changed schedule. Speaking of PSSAs, our juniors are almost 
done. They worked hard last week on reading and math, and only have writing 
and science left to do. Report cards were handed out at the beginning of the 
month and very shortly the second marking period will be over. There have 
been lots of events taking place at Liberty, and many in the upcoming month.  
This past Friday was the spring choral and orchestra concert, which turned out 
to be a great success. Each group respectively has one more Pops Concert at a 
later date. On Thursday of last week, Science Olympiad students went to 
Kutztown University where students competed in a variety of science areas. 
The Liberty Grenadier Band took part in the Parade of Shamrocks this past 
Saturday, the last parade for seniors in the band. We are very proud of our 

STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 
REPORTS 
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winter sports for the end of their seasons. Especially Devon Lotito and 
Grimaldi Gonazalez for their performance at the state level competition in 
wrestling. Spring sports are underway and ready to start the season. 
Something very fun and exciting took place last Wednesday during Block 4. 
Musician, singer, and Liberty Alum Erick Macek performed for students 
while talking about life as a musician. Mr. Macek spoke to students about 
growing up on the Southside of Bethlehem and how coming home to 
Bethlehem and Liberty brought back such fond memories of growing up here. 
Mr. Macek, fresh from his appearance on NBC’s The Voice, played original 
pieces from his three CDs with a few covers mixed in, for nearly an hour for 
the students and staff at Liberty. Between songs, Mr. Macek talked about how 
practice, determination, and believing in himself shaped his life and his music 
after leaving Liberty. While he learned to play accordion, drums, and trumpet 
as a young boy, Mr. Macek told the students he had not picked up the guitar 
until he was a freshman at Millersville University. Mr. Macek also shared his 
experiences auditioning for The Voice relating the time and number of 
rehearsals he took part in through the audition process. He said he was pleased 
to have had the opportunity, the experience, and met the many fantastic people 
associated with the show. After playing, Mr. Macek answered student 
questions and signed autographs before heading to Philadelphia for a show 
later that night. The April 1st deadline to hear from colleges is fast 
approaching for the senior class. Many students have heard from schools and 
many are still waiting for that day. This Friday, come check out the Alumni 
Band concert in the Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. On Saturday, a select few 
members of the Liberty chorus will attend and participate in County Chorus at 
Saucon Valley High School. This event was supposed to be held in January 
but was rescheduled for Saturday. Also on March 30 and 31 at 8:00 p.m. in 
the Memorial Gym, the Liberty Grenadier Band Concert will be a concert not 
to miss. And right as we come out of spring break, on April 12, 13, and 14, the 
highly anticipated spring musical Les Miserables will be held at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Auditorium. Get your tickets now as they are selling fast, and this is sure 
to be a show to go down in Liberty Theatre history. Respectfully submitted, 
Meredith Guro. 
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Ms. Marisa 
Langley (Student Board Representative). Ms. Langley reported: Good evening 
everyone. This month has been yet another busy one at Freedom High School. 
We are continuing our year of greatness from an athletic standpoint. This past 
weekend, Freedom athletes excelled once again. Members of the Freedom 
High School swim team had the honor of representing Freedom in States this 
past weekend, and they certainly made us proud. Sophomore Peter Conzola, 
juniors Eric Lawrence and Scott Delfranco, and senior Seth Watlington placed 
10th in the 200-yard medley relay. Seth Watlington also placed first in the 
100-yard breaststroke. The girls from the swim team also represented 
Freedom in the 200-year relay and were able to place 16th. Swimmers in this 
event included freshman Shannon Howell, Carly DelFranco, and Helen Hsu, 
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and sophomore Brooke Munion. Senior Carol Brynes was also able to place 
10th in diving. Other teams that represented Freedom this past weekend 
include the cheering team, which went down to Florida to compete in 
Nationals where they placed second. As the winter sports finish their seasons, 
spring sports are also underway with the baseball team traveling to South 
Carolina to compete in their first tournament, and the rest of the teams 
practicing hard in order to contribute to Freedom’s year of greatness. 
Freedom’s Scholastic Scrimmage team also made Freedom very proud. 
Together, seniors David Gasbar, Tommy Nguyen, and Joey Bonavita, and 
freshman Michael Samuelson placed first in the Colonial League conference 
last Friday. The Freedom Theatre company’s production of Thoroughly 
Modern Millie was presented this past weekend, and the show was a huge 
success. Upcoming events at Freedom include our annual blood drive, which 
will be held next Friday March 29, and the junior and senior prom will be held 
at DeSales on Saturday, May 12. The juniors are working hard to make sure 
that the prom this year is a memorable one and have finalized a 1920’s jazz 
theme. From an academic standpoint, Freedom is also excelling. The juniors 
feel confident about their performance on the PSSAs this past week and many 
Freedom students have signed up to take their AP tests in May and are 
beginning to study for the exams. The seniors are narrowing down their 
college decisions and are determined to avoid catching senioritis. That is all 
for tonight. Thank you for your time. Respectfully submitted, Marisa Langley 
 
President Faccinetto called for the Approval of the Minutes from the 
following meetings:   
     January 11, 2012 – Budget Workshop 
     February 23, 2012 – Budget Workshop 
     February 27, 2012 – Regular Board Meeting 
 
Director Bonilla moved to accept the minutes and was seconded by Director 
Follweiler. 
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion regarding the minutes. 
 
Seeing none, President Faccinetto called for a voice vote to approve the 
minutes. The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Motion passes 9-0. 
 
President Faccinetto called for the approval of the committee meeting minutes 
from the following meetings:   
     March 5, 2012 – Board Facilities Committee Meeting 
     March 5, 2012 – Board Curriculum Committee Meeting 
     March 12, 2012 – Board Finance Committee Meeting 
     March 12, 2012 – Board Human Resources Committee Meeting 
 

APPROVAL OF  
MINUTES 
 
 
 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT  
MINUTES 
 
 
 
VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF 
COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
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Director McKeon moved to accept the minutes and was seconded by Director 
Follweiler.  
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion regarding the minutes. 
Director Ortiz indicated that on the Board Facilities Minutes, Director Cann’s 
title was listed incorrectly and could it be corrected. 
 
President Faccinetto called for a voice vote to approve the Committee 
minutes.  The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Motion passes 9-0. 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT 
COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
 

 
 
 
VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 

President Faccinetto asked Director McKeon as Chair of the Finance 
Committee to make a motion to approve the Financial Report/Payment of 
Bills – Budgetary Transfers (Page 30); Treasurer’s Report (Page 31); Monthly 
Bills (Page 32); and Budget Information (Information Only/Non-voting item 
Page 33). 
 
Director McKeon moved seconded by Director Follweiler to accept the 
Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Pages 30, 31, and 32). 
 
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion regarding the Financial 
Report/Payment of Bills. 
 
Seeing none, President Faccinetto asked for a roll call of the Financial 
Report/Payment of Bills. The roll call is as follows:  Yea, Directors 
Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, and 
President Faccinetto. 
 
Motions pass 9-0. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
FINANCIAL 
REPORT/PAYMENT 
OF BILLS 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 30, 31, and 32 
 

President Faccinetto stated that the Board had Executive Session on March 12 
related to personnel, student discipline, and legal matters. The Board also met 
this evening in Executive Session to discuss personnel and legal matters. 
 

PRESIDENT’S 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Dr. Roy indicated that all 22 Bethlehem Area School District schools began 
taking the PSSAs last Monday for Math and Reading and will be finishing out 
this part of the PSSAs this Friday. The remainder of the PSSA testing window 
will occur after spring break. 
 

SUPERINTENDENTS 
REPORT/ 
RECOGNITION 
 

Director Follweiler suggested that when the Board Committee Minutes are 
sent to the Board that the agenda for that Committee Meeting be attached to 
the Minutes for easy reference when the Board reviews the minutes and also 
when placed on the public website. Dr. Roy and President Faccinetto indicated 
that this was a good idea. 

UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS 
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President Faccinetto asked Director Cann since she covered the Board 
Facilities Committee earlier in the month in Director Follweiler’s absence if 
she would make a motion to approve the Facilities Committee Item 1 as this 
was discussed at the meeting on March 5, 2012. 
 
Director Cann asked for a motion to approve the facilities item. The motion 
was made by Director Patrick and seconded by Director Follweiler to approve 
Facilities Item 1.  
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion on Item 1.   
 
Seeing none, President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Item 1. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors  Follweiler, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, and President 
Faccinetto. 
 
Motion passes 9-0. 
 
President Faccinetto asked Director Burkhardt as Chair of the Board 
Curriculum Committee if he would make a motion to approve the Curriculum 
Items 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. Items 2, 3, 7, and 8 were reviewed at the 
Board Curriculum Committee Meeting on March 5, 2012. Items 4, 5, and 6 
were reviewed in Executive Session with the Board on March 12, 2012.  
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion and seconded by Director Patrick to 
approve the Curriculum Items 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. 
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any discussion on Items 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, and 10.  
 
Director Follweiler had a question regarding Item 3 regarding the Agreement 
with Stabler Arena for the high school graduations. Since she was unable to be 
at the Curriculum Committee Meeting earlier in the month, she was 
wondering if the costs were the same as last year. Both Dr. Roy and Dr. Silva 
responded saying there was a slight increase from last year but did not have 
the exact figure this evening, but it was about a $100 increase. Director 
Follweiler then asked the administration if this was the most cost effective 
measure for the district, and Dr. Silva responded saying yes. 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on items 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 
10.   
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Follweiler, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, and President 
Faccinetto.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEM 1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, and 10 
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All motions pass 9-0. 
 
President Faccinetto asked Director Ortiz as Chair of the Board Human 
Resources Committee if she would make a motion to approve the Human 
Resources Items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17. Item 16 was reviewed in 
Executive Session with the Board on February 27, 2012, and March 12, 2012. 
Item 17 was reviewed at the Board Human Resources Committee Meeting on 
March 12, 2012. 
 
Director Ortiz made a motion and seconded by Director McKeon to approve 
the Human Resources Items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17. 
 
President Faccinetto asked for any discussion on Items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
and 17. 
 
Director Ortiz asked if the Northampton Community College Trustee 
appointment should be discussed. President Faccinetto indicated that this item 
is not one of the items currently listed to vote on. 
 
Director McKeon discussed Item 16 regarding the Noninstructional Meet and 
Discuss Agreement. He wanted to thank President Faccinetto and the other 
Board member that negotiated this contract with the Administration, but that 
he would have to abstain from voting on this item as he has a family member 
who is part of this group. 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
and 17.  
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Patrick, 
Bonilla, Burkhardt, and President Faccinetto. Director Follweiler – yes to 
Items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17, and no to Item 16. Director Ortiz – yes to 
Items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17, and no to Item 16. Director Vidanage – yes to 
Items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17, and no to Item 16. Director Cann – yes to 
Items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17, and no to Item 16. Director McKeon – yes to 
Items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17, and abstains to Item 16. 
 
Motions Pass 9-0 for Items 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17. 
Motion Fails 4-4-1 for Item 16.  
 
President Faccinetto asked Director McKeon as Chair of the Board Finance 
Committee if he would make a motion to approve the Finance Items 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27. All items were reviewed at the Board 
Finance Committee Meeting on March 12, 2012. At the Board Finance 
Committee Meeting, the Board asked the Administration to bring forward an 
agenda item related to the Concession Fund, and that agenda item appears as 
Item 27. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, and 17 
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Director McKeon made a motion and seconded by Director Patrick to approve 
the Finance Committee Items 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27.  
 
President Faccinetto asked for any discussion on the Finance items. 
 
Seeing none, President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Items 18, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27. The question was called with roll call as 
follows:  Yea, Directors McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, Bonilla, 
Burkhardt, Cann, and President Faccinetto. Director Follweiler – no to Item 
18, and yes to Items 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27. 
 
Motions pass 9-0 for Items 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27. 
Motion passes 8-1 for Item 18. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 
27. 
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The administration’s recommendation 1 was approved.  
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,  9, and 10 were considered together.  
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 were considered together.  
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,  9, and 10 were considered together.  
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MARCH 19, 2012 
 

Page 19 of 85 
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The administration’s recommendations 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17 were considered together.  
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The administration’s recommendations 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,  23, 24, 25, 26, and 27 were considered together.  
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Director McKeon moved seconded by Director Follweiler to accept the Financial Report and Payment of Bills, 
(Pages 30, 31, and 32). 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call of the Financial Report/Payment of Bills. The roll call is as follows:  
Yea, Directors Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Patrick, Vidanage, Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, and President 
Faccinetto. 
 
Motions pass 9-0. 
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President Faccinetto asked for Committee Reports. Since Mrs. Leeson is here 
this evening, we will let her go first with the report from Northampton 
Community College. 
 
NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE – Mrs. Leeson informed the 
Board that the Northampton Community College Trustees had a meeting on 
March 8. Most of the meeting was spent on the upcoming challenges facing the 
college for the 2012-2013 school year. The good news is that the college, in 
particular the administration and the Board of Trustees, have been watching 
the trends very carefully and have been preparing for some of the challenges 
that are coming. The bad news is that some of the challenges are coming and 
are primarily financial. The state is reducing the amount of money that they are 
giving to higher education, and the college is anticipating next year the amount 
of money will be as low as it was back in 1998. Municipal backing comes from 
the school districts. The third major source is in student tuition. Many look at 
community colleges and see it as a bargain in comparison to four-year schools, 
but the mission of the community college is access and making sure that 
everyone who wants to go the community college can afford it. So in that 
regard, the college is already beginning to see some students who are already 
struggling with the rate of tuition. So this is not looking as a viable source for 
increased income. Again, the good news is that the college has an enviable  
development department, and they have begun the work of establishing other 
sources of financing, and they are going to continue that work in establishing 
other sources of finances. The second challenge with the college at this time is 
success and making sure that students that come to the college are going to be 
successful. NCC is one step ahead of the curve at this point as they are a 
Leader School in the Achieve the Dream Program that is a very prestigious 
thing to be at this time. The program is one in which they are looking at 
alternatives and ideas for increasing success with the students. There was an 
article in the Express Times where NCC received a $600,000 scholarship grant 
from Achieve the Dream that will benefit the STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics) fields, and the grant will cover about 90 
students. This is the second time they have received this grant. This is a federal 
grant from the National Science Foundation. In addition, the Trustees  
approved some additions to the Advisory Board, and one person appointed was 
Mary Colon, Principal at Clearview Elementary School for the Bethlehem 
Area School District. She will be on the Advisory Board for Early Childhood 
education. The Trustees also approved some contracts for the Monroe project. 
No money from Northampton will be used in the Monroe project and will be a 
self-sustained project.  
 
COLONIAL INTERMEDIATE UNIT 20 COMMITTEE: Director Follweiler 
stated that the Board met in February, and the one thing she wanted to 
highlight is that the IU will be providing administrative training this summer 
again as they have offered for a number of years, and this year the 
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administrative workshop will be held in Bethlehem at Hotel Bethlehem. She 
hopes that district administrators take advantage of this training this summer. 
 
BETHLEHEM RECREATION COMMITTEE: Director Follweiler stated that 
the committee met in February and they are currently reviewing and updating 
the current parks and recreation policies. In addition, Phase II of the skate park 
will be discussed in more detail at a future meeting. 
 
ENERGY COMMITTEE:  Director Cann stated that there was no meeting 
since last month’s Regular Board Meeting. 
 
DIVERSITY COMMITTEE:  Director Ortiz stated that there was no meeting 
since last month’s Regular Board Meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for 
April 13, 2012.  
 
BETHLEHEM VO-TECH COMMITTEE:  Director McKeon indicated that 
the Vo-Tech Committee met on March 6 and recognized the SKILLS USA 
student winners. Improvements to the Annex building were discussed. He also 
wanted to inform the Board of an article that was in the Morning Call on 
February 24 covered a project that BAVTS students are working on with a 
farmhouse on Hecktown Road and is in its early phase of construction and will 
be working on for the next couple of years. He also had a flyer that he wanted 
to get out to the Board regarding a fundraiser the SKILLS USA students are 
doing to raise money for entrance fees for their competition next year. They 
will be hosting a Car Show on April 14 (rain date April 15). This flyer will be 
sent out to the Board in Friday’s mailing.  
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any new or Miscellaneous Business. 
 
Director McKeon has a question regarding the action status of putting those 
churches that have reopened back on the tax rolls. Attorney Spry responded to 
his concern indicating that several of the churches are back on the tax rolls, and 
there are one or two that are pending. They are working on this. There were 
stipulations signed for a number of them, if not all of them. Director McKeon 
questioned about the Diocese being reopened by the Vatican and only be used 
for funerals and selected dates for the namesake of the parish. His question is 
do they go back on the tax rolls, or does that take them off because of activity? 
Attorney Spry indicated that he has to look into this, but the rule is that to be 
exempt they actually have to be a house of worship and worship has occur at 
the church and just not intermittent use. 
 
Director Follweiler asked Mrs. Gober to remind the Board and public when the 
next Budget Workshop will be held. Mrs. Gober responded that it is scheduled 
for Thursday, March 29 at 6:00 p.m. at East Hills Middle School. It was 
changed due to the Via banquet occurring on March 28 at Freedom High 
School. 
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President Faccinetto asked if anyone would like to speak at Courtesy of the 
Floor.   
 
Tyler Drake (Lehigh University student) 
721 School Street 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Mr. Drake informed that Board that he is currently a student at Lehigh 
University and volunteers at local elementary schools. He read about the Board 
considering advertising in school, and he wanted to inform the Board that he 
strongly encourages them to reconsider this. There is a big cost to changing 
kids preferences as a consumer, and this saddles them with costs that they will 
pay over their lives that might be hard to see. The second is the cost of 
attention and that the time spent having their preferences changed could 
otherwise be spent on education or in interaction with their peers. By allowing 
this, we are choosing to pass on costs that we should shoulder as citizens and 
as taxpayers and as educators onto the students, and that we are doing this 
because the costs are subtle and hard to see. 
 
Director McKeon asked President Faccinetto if the Board could have a brief 
Executive Session following this Board meeting regarding contract 
negotiations. 
 
Both President Faccinetto and Director Follweiler responded to Mr. Drake’s 
concerns indicating that the Board had their first reading of a policy, and 
before it becomes policy, the Board must review it two more times with the 
third reading being Board action to approve or not approve. The second 
reading of this policy will occur at the April Human Resources Committee 
Meeting. These readings occur to allow public the opportunity to voice their 
opinion. 
 
 

COURTESY OF THE 
FLOOR 
 

President Faccinetto asked if anyone had anything to discuss in the Open 
Forum. 
 
Director Bonilla wanted to review the information regarding the Northampton 
Community College Trustee information that the Board received in Friday’s 
mailing. One of the attachments included a letter that was sent to President 
Leeson back in October 2008 from the Chairman of the Northampton 
Community College Trustees requesting that Bethlehem consider nominating a 
representative from the minority community. In the minutes from the October 
meeting, it was indicated that this letter was received and what it read. Director 
Bonilla then read an excerpt from the letter. He indicated that this information 
in the letter was not done back in 2008, and he would strongly encourage the 
current Board to consider this. 
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Attest, 
 
Stacy M. Gober 

            Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SMG:dlm 

Director Ortiz wanted to publicly thank Mr. Antalics for inviting the Board to 
the St. Joseph’s Church service held this Sunday as the church currently 
reopened by virtue of decree from the Vatican and celebrated its name day 
saint by a celebratory mass.  
 
Prior to adjournment, President Faccinetto indicated that the Board would meet 
briefly in Executive Session to discuss negotiations. 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a motion for Adjournment. 
 
Director Follweiler made a motion to adjourn the meeting and seconded by 
Director Bonilla.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 


