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BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

 

The Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bethlehem Area 
School District was held on Monday, December 12, 2011, at 7:08 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester Road, Bethlehem, PA  
18017. 
 

REGULAR BOARD 
MEETING 

President Faccinetto called for the roll: 
 
Members present:  Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, 
Ortiz, Vidanage, and President Faccinetto - 8 
 
Others present:  Dr. Joseph Roy, Superintendent of Schools; Stacy Gober, 
Board Secretary; administrators, members of the press and other interested 
citizens and staff members. 
 

MEMBERS  
PRESENT 
 
 
 
OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

President Faccinetto requested a moment of silent meditation. 
 

MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 

No recognition was scheduled for this meeting. RECOGNITION 

President Faccinetto offered Courtesy of the Floor to visitors.  Speakers are 
asked to come to the podium, stating their name and address. Public comment 
in the first session is limited to 30 minutes and is for agenda items only. The 
second Courtesy of the Floor will be for any district concerns or business. 
Speakers are limited to three minutes each. The board requests that, when 
possible, all individuals supporting a like position on a topic select a speaker 
to present their views to avoid repetition. If that is not possible, all are 
welcome to speak.  As per school board policy, generally, speakers are limited 
to taxpayers, residents, or employees of this school district. At the conclusion 
of the regular school board meeting, another block of time will be allocated 
for public comment. At that time, the same rules will apply. It is asked that 
speakers observe proper decorum, without personal attacks towards a specific 
individual or individuals. It is not the custom for the board to enter into a 
dialogue at these meetings about concerns. However, the board does listen 
with care to issues raised. Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by 
the administration. 
 
Mark Sigmon 
3476 Mountainview Circle 
Bethlehem, PA  

COURTESY 
OF THE FLOOR 
TO VISITORS 
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Mr. Sigmon stated:  Ladies and Gentlemen of the Board I briefly spoke at 
your Reorganization meeting, and perhaps a little more detail would be called 
for.  It has been more than two years since I and other members of the public 
have sought to have the gymnasium at Freedom High School named after 
Joseph P. McIntyre, who was the first principal there.  Mr. McIntyre was an 
educator in the Bethlehem Area School District for approximately 43 years.  
He was born in 1917, he graduated from Lafayette College, he then began to 
teach in 1939 here in the Bethlehem Area School District and then went into 
World War II.  When he came back, he was a teacher, and he became an 
assistant principal for Charles Kline for almost 20 years and then became 
Freedom’s first principal.  He retired in approximately, if my memory is 
correct, 1982.  He passed away in 1992.  His widow Mary is now 92 years 
old.  He has children, he has grandchildren, he has great grandchildren.  In 
fact, his granddaughter who never met him, she was born six months after he 
died, just won the District II singles title in tennis.  I was fortunate enough to 
be her coach, but that is not why I am here.  The library at Liberty High 
School was named after Charles Kline who was a great educator.  Mr. 
McIntyre was actually a greater educator than Mr. Kline was.  When he 
became Freedom’s first principal in 1967, I was a member of that graduating 
class.  I was the senior class president.  There were two women’s sports in the 
Bethlehem Area School District at the time.  Two.  The reason that there are 
now I believe 11 women’s’ sports is because of Joe McIntyre and nobody 
else.  He went to Harrisburg, and he convinced all the other athletic directors 
and principals in the Lehigh Valley that woman’s sports should be equal to 
men’s sports.  By the time he was done in 1982, there were nine (9) sports.  A 
lot of your children, a lot of the people who were board members previously 
whose children were great athletes wouldn’t have had the opportunity had it 
not been for Mr. McIntyre.  I know that Mr. Burkhardt knew Mr. McIntyre 
personally.  He was the vice principal when I went to school.  He is not that 
old though.  The important thing though is this; we have named other facilities 
after other.  We have to do what is right.  We are always worried about 
somehow offending people and not doing the right thing all the time.  This is a 
not brainer, an absolute no brainer.  I know that there are policies being set, 
but I understand now that this particular matter on the agenda is going back to 
another committee for what I understand is the fourth time in two years.  That 
is absurd.  Absolutely, positively absurd to waste more time.  I just hope and 
pray that his widow doesn’t pass away before somebody votes on this.  You 
named the scoreboard at Liberty High School after Frank Banko.  A great 
man.  Gave hundreds of thousands, maybe millions of dollars went to the 
school district.  Tremendous philanthropist.  But that didn’t go to committee 
he was not an educator.  There are thousands, tens of thousands, of people 
who went through the Bethlehem Area School District who owe a great deal 
beyond sports to Joseph P. McIntyre.  In fact, he was the one, if you were in 
Bethlehem at that time in October of 1967, he actually went down to 
Washington DC, along with Fred Rooney who was our representative at that 
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time, and he brought Hubert Humphrey who was the Vice President here 
when the cornerstone was laid for Freedom High School, not Charlie Kline, 
Joe McIntyre did that.  He has done so many things that they are just too 
numerous to mention.  Far too numerous to mention.  So if this matter has to 
go back to committee, please, please it shouldn’t take more than two weeks.  
There isn’t a person in the world who would say a bad thing about Joe 
McIntyre.  So all I ask is if it does have to go back to committee, let’s get it 
done quickly, promptly, and let’s do the right thing and name the gym after 
Joseph P. McIntyre.  There are plaques in Freedom High School at the 
beautiful new gym honoring scholar athletes, great people who contributed to 
athletics and to the Bethlehem Area School District, yet there is not name for 
the gym.  Please do the right thing. 
 
Director Faccinetto stated:  This policy is up for a fourth reading and approval 
tonight and then can be discussed and moved forward on in committee in 
January at Facilities.   
 
Director Faccinetto asked if anyone else would like to speak at Courtesy of the 
Floor.   
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Ms. Marisa 
Langley stated: Good evening everyone!  The month of December is another 
exciting one for the students and staff of Freedom High School.  From an 
academic standpoint everything is moving along as planned.  Seniors have 
been rushing to get in their applications while others have begun to hear back 
from schools.  The underclassmen have already started the course selection 
process for next year and are very enthusiastic about the courses that Freedom 
is offering.  After summing up our third quarter shortly after Thanksgiving 
everyone is shocked that that we are already nearing the end of our first 
semester and preparing ourselves for a much needed winter break.  Teachers 
are trying their best to finish up course curriculum so that students are able to 
properly prepare themselves for finals, which will be held next month. 
 
In addition to this there are various other extracurricular activities that have 
been keeping the Freedom family extremely busy.  Everyone is very excited 
that the winter sports season is underway, and we were nothing less than 
ecstatic to have our first win in boys’ basketball against Northampton this past 
Saturday with a buzzer beater. The game was nothing less than exciting.  The 
choir and orchestra concert this past Friday night was a huge success. Our 
theater was packed, and there wasn’t an empty seat in sight.  This month 
Freedom also hosted their first black box theater event, where students were 
able to perform and share their artistic and musical abilities. It was highly 
impressive, and I was shocked to learn that I was attending schools with 
individuals with so many amazing hidden talents.   
 
 

STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 
REPORTS 
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To wrap up the month the members of Student Council have planned their 
annual caroling trip to Country Meadows which is a joyous experience for all 
participants, and news of a winter formal planned by the members of the 
Rachel’s Challenge Committee has gotten everyone excited!  That’s all for 
tonight!  Thank you for your time and have a great evening. 
 
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE – Ms. Darah 
Donaher stated:  Good Evening.  As the holiday break is fast approaching, 
Liberty High School is getting in the spirit.  This past weekend was the 
Liberty Theater production of It’s a Wonderful Life that I hope many of you 
were able to attend.  It was a great success and started off the season in a most 
wonderful way.  We had our first cast meeting of Les Miserable today and 
rehearsals start tomorrow.   
 
Last time we met, the Liberty Grenadier Band was in Hawaii, and they have 
all returned safe and sound, very appreciative of the educational and moving 
experience they had there.  The played on the USS Arizona and USS 
Missouri, and also were able to meet with the 2007 LHS graduates that are 
now Navy shipmen there.   
 
Staying on the music topic, this Friday at 7:30 and Sunday at 2:00 the annual 
Liberty Choral and Orchestra concert will take place in the auditorium for $5.  
It is going to be a great way to get yourself in the holiday mood, with songs 
like The First Noel to Jingle Bell Rock. On Friday LHS is holding two 
incentive assemblies, first and second block for students.  At the 2nd block 
concert we have senior citizens attend, many of who graduated from Liberty. 
Student Government provides the senior citizens with a luncheon after the 
concert, which is always a highlight for many students involved.  Also in the 
music department, the select ensemble groups like acapella singers and 
women’s’ chorale have already started going to different venues to sing for 
the holidays. Places like Chriskindlemart and assisted living homes along with 
schools have asked these groups to come sing.  Today, Acapella sang at the 
Greek Orthodox church for their senior citizen holiday lunch.   
 
Liberty also hosted its Art Show in the Hurricane Gallery.  The National 
Honor Society held its December Blood Drive in partnership with Miller 
Keystone Blood Center where many students at least 17 years old donated 
blood.  Freshmen took tours of Vo-tech and course selection for next year has 
already started. The LHS student safety committee met and discussed 
important issues students are faced with regarding safety.  They decided on a 
mission statement and are going to be providing Officer Walbert and Mrs. 
Durante with key points they think are the most important to address.  Since it 
is the time for giving, this year is the year of giving.  Each of our grade level 
offices at Liberty are sponsoring a Liberty family in need.  The Life Skills 
students will be providing everything from soups to nuts.  The meals, snacks, 
desserts, you name it, it’s being provided.  Student Government will be 
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wrapping gifts and Liberty High School as a whole has many different drives 
going on to help those in need this holiday season.  And I would like to wish 
all of you a very safe and happy holiday.  Respectfully submitted Darah 
Donaher 
President Faccinetto called for the approval of the minutes from the following 
meetings:  November 21, 2011 – Regular Board Meeting; and December 5, 
2011 – Board Reorganization Meeting. 
 
Director McKeon made a motion to accept the minutes which was seconded 
by Director Follweiler. 
 
President Faccinetto called for a voice vote to approve the minutes. The 
motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Motion passes 8-0 
 
President Faccinetto called for the approval of the committee meeting minutes 
from the following meeting:  November 7, 2011 - Board Curriculum 
Committee Meeting. 
 
Director Bonilla made a motion to accept the minutes which was seconded by 
Director Ortiz.  
 
 
President Faccinetto called for a voice vote to approve the Committee 
minutes.  The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Motion passes 8-0 
 

APPROVAL OF  
MINUTES 
 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT  
MINUTES 
 
VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF 
COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
 

MOTION TO 
ACCEPTCOMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
 

VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 

President Faccinetto called for approval of the Financial Report/Payment of 
Bills – Items 15, 16,  and 17 . 
 
Director Follweiler made a motion, seconded by Director Ortiz, to accept the 
Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Item numbers 15, 16,  and 17) 
 

 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Items 15, 16, and 17. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Vidanage and President 
Faccinetto. 
 
Motions pass 8-0 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
FINANCIAL 
REPORT/PAYMENT 
OF BILLS 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 15,16, and 17 
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Director Faccinetto stated:  We had an executive session prior to this meeting 
where we dealt with legal and personnel items. Also I would like to take a 
moment in our first meeting since our Reorganization Meeting to thank 
Director Cann and Director Burkhardt for their past service as the board 
officers last year, and for Director Cann for agreeing to stay on for another 
year as the board Vice President. So thank you to both of you.   
 

PRESIDENT’S 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Dr. Roy stated:  I have a couple of quick things President Faccinetto.  First I 
want to remind the board and the public that we plan to hold a special meeting 
of the Board of Education next Monday night to fill the board vacancy that 
currently exists on the board, and that will be at the Education Center at 6:00 
p.m.   
 
Also, one note for the agenda for the public that under number 4 – 
nominations, we have a hand delivered item that is available, labeled page 4-1, 
#4 Nominations for Appointment to a position, and finally I am going to ask 
Mrs. Gober to share some good financial news with the board and with the 
public.  
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  Today we were able to close the refunded that the board 
had authorized previously in November where we had a 2001A bond issue in 
the amount approximately of $5,000,000.  We were able to utilize changes in 
the interest rates and generate savings on that refunding of $402,657.45 net of 
all costs.  So that is a very positive target for savings on that transaction was 
$220,000, and again, we were able to realize $402,000 on that issuance.   
 
In a similar transaction which was the refunding of the Note with RBC on the 
2007 Bonds, that is scheduled to close on December 15. The district had 
agreed, and the board had agreed that we would pay a portion of the closing 
costs on that issue which would be $101,931.61, and that would then net the 
savings to the district of $300,000 because we can utilize the savings on the 
2001A refunding to pay for those other Note closing costs.  If we also net out 
of that the $77,000 that we incurred for terminated the swaption back in 
October, we are still ahead by net savings of $223,725.   
 
So, congratulations to the board on a series of successful transactions.  Also, 
included in that was a confirmation of our bond rating that remained the same 
as it had in the prior transaction in the fall and underlying bond rating from 
Moody’s of A1 and an A3 enhanced rating with a negative outlook on the 
overall bond issuance for the refunding that we just concluded today.  The 
negative outlook that is on that is reflective of the Commonwealth’s negative 
outlook that is part of the State Intercept Program, so because they are 
covering and insuring our payment of all bond issues their credit rating has an 
impact on ours as well.  So, again, a very positive and successful day for the 
district.   
 

SUPERINTENDENTS 
REPORT/ 
RECOGNITION 
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President Faccinetto asked if anyone had any unfinished business they would 
like to bring up at this time.  Seeing none we will move on to 
recommendations of the administration 

UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS 
 

President Faccinetto asked for a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration (Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and the special 
hand carry item, page 4-1) 
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration. Director Cann seconded the motion. 
 
President Faccinetto asked if there were any items to be pulled for discussion.   
 
Director Follweiler stated:   Item #8 
 
Director McKeon stated:  Item #11 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote to accept Item #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item page 4-1.   
	
  
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Vidanage and President 
Faccinetto. 
 
All motions pass 8-0 
 
Discussion Item #8 – See Agenda Page 10. 
 
Discussion Item #11 – See Agenda Page 13.  
 
 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Item 8 and 11. 
 
Yea, Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler,  
Nay, Item 8, Yea, Item 11, McKeon, Ortiz, Vidanage, and President 
Faccinetto. 
 
Motion 8  – Passes 7-1 
Motion 11 – Passed 8-0 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT  
RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
ITEMS TO BE 
PULLED 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
9, 10, 12, 13, 14, AND 
HAND CARRY ITEM 
PAGE 4-1 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM #8 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM 
#11 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 8, AND 11 
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The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATION – December 12, 2011 Pg. 4-1    
 
4.    Nominations 

 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: 
 

B.  Noninstructional 
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
   	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 
	
  

 NAME ASSIGNMENT SALARY EFFECTIVE 
1. Campbell, Theresa Education Center 

  Payroll Supervisor 
$49,923 
Noninstructional Meet 
and Discuss 
Category G, Step 14 
  

To be determined 
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The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 



DECEMBER 12, 2011 
 

Page 20 of 107 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #8 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  Item #8.  I read very carefully through the entire policy, and while I think that it is 
going to be an ultimate savings to the district and the policy is very well written, I still am uncomfortable with 
the $4,000 limit at the first go round of having a purchasing card so I will be voting no for that reason.  I would 
rather see it go in at a lower limit.  I understand that the authority levels are the same, I just would have gone at 
a lower limit.  So, I will hope to see in the future that I am comfortable with it but right now I am not.   
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any other discussion on Item #8. 
 
Director Cann stated:  Mrs. Gober just to respond to Director Follweiler's concern, I understand it would be 
very few people who would actually have a card that would be up to a $4,000 limit, is that correct? 
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Mrs. Gober stated:  That is correct.  At this point, the intention would be that only select cabinet administrators 
would be allowed to have that level of authorization.  Individual users would be far more restricted down to just 
not only the card level but the transaction level and the daily limit and monthly limits.  So, there will be staged 
limitations on the amount of spending that would be permitted on a per user basis.  The majority of which will 
not get anywhere near the $4,000 limit.   
Director Cann stated:  So the only reason that the $4,000 limit is put in there is so that it can encompass the 
administration level uses as well. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  Correct and allow thus the growth opportunity as we move into the program and really look 
to unfold it after we get ourselves comfortable with the pilot group. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated:  Just to confirm that this will now eliminate the $2.98 washers that somebody has to 
buy at the local hardware. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  That is the intention, however, it is going to take us some time in order to actually roll it all 
the way out because it is our plan to start with a smaller group, make sure that the process is functional and that 
the cabinet level administrators understand the process and that it is working and then begin to roll it out.  So, in 
time, yes those small purchases, the petty cash type purchases should be eliminated but because of our 
contemplated planned approach to implementation, there may be a little bit of carryover in that regard. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated:  The concept is not new to Bethlehem, I believe other districts have implemented this 
for a number of years. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  Yes there are many and I forget the number.  Mrs. Mautino may remember how many other 
districts are already participating in this program. So it is evidenced, it is documented, and it has been proven 
from a school district perspective, we will not be the pioneers in this regard. 
 
Director Ortiz stated:  Is there a way that within the wording of the policy we could specify only the 
administrators? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  It is specified within the procedures that outlines again that each individual will have 
different limits based on their need and their utilization so it is not going to be carte blanche across the board.  If 
that is something that the board wishes to have reporting on periodically while we roll out the program, we’d be 
happy to provide that for you so that you have some update as to how it is moving along.   
 
Dr. Roy stated:  I think that part of the goal is related to that is to provide greater efficiency and also to reduce 
the number of cash transactions with petty cash.  So to provide greater controls as well so we can provide very 
detailed reports like that. 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  Just one more comment.  As the conversation was going exactly what procurement 
cards are typically used for are the smaller transactions, the petty cash elimination and all those things, which 
brings me to my issue with having such a high limit, and I know the $4,000 could be accumulation up to, but an 
item of that value, may warrant additional negotiations and things that may get overlooked by the procurement 
card.  Again, I fully understand the process and Mrs. Gober I would appreciate occasional follow-ups on how it 
is being used and how much money we’re saving by eliminating some of the check fees that might be 
associated with the smaller transactions. 
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Mrs. Gober stated:  Part of the other consideration, or the other advantage or benefit of using these procurement 
is however, the rebate that would be shared with all of the districts based on your participating spend in the 
program. So there is an incentive for us through an additional rebate at the end of the year that can be an 
alternative revenue source that would benefit us in using the card for payment of transactions.  Again, after they 
have gone through that same transaction approval that they would now in terms of quotations, purchase orders 
and so forth that would have gone through all of the same mechanisms that are currently there and then simply 
utilize the card as the payment for the transaction rather than the traditional accounts payable check process. 

	
  
ROLL CALL VOTIE ITEM #8 AND #11 
 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Item 8 and 11. 
 
Yea, Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler,  
Nay, Item 8, Yea, Item 11, McKeon, Ortiz, Vidanage, and President Faccinetto. 
 
Motion 8  – Passes 7-1 
Motion 11 – Passed 8-0 
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The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #11 
 
Director McKeon stated:  Item #11 – I have a question, on these vendors for this services agreement, who gets 
those.  Is that done at a state level, local level? 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  To provide the services under the supplemental educational services you have to be approved 
by the Department of Education.   
 
Director McKeon stated:  I don’t know what kind vetting they do, I would have concerns if I had district 
employees that were in the decision making process of each one of those tutorial services, and I see one is out of 
Jersey City which strikes me as odd.  I would think they would be able to make a killing within their own 
school district up there.   
 
Dr. Roy stated:  One of the things which I would like to look at is what steps the district we would have to take 
to be approved to provide these services ourselves because we’re mandated to make them available, and I think 
our students would benefit from having the tutoring in house if that is possible.   
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  Parents are the ones who select.  They are sent home a booklet with all the State approved 
tutoring services available through the supplemental education services, and they actually are the ones who 
identify which provider they would like to utilize and then the agreements are made up as a result of that.  Dr. 
Silva and I today talked about the possibility of applying to be our own agency and our own provider for our 
students.  That application becomes available in the spring for the following year. 
 
 
Director McKeon stated:  Thank you for that information which says to me we have to provide stringent 
oversight on this type of vendor because if they are just given a booklet with a list of potential vendors, and 
again my concern is I have somebody out of Jersey City providing through somebody. 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  I inquired about that and have spoken with the director and they provide satellite services and 
one thing that is important to note that they constantly send reports to my office, and I review them to document 
the time spent, the material, and that information is also shared with the principal and the classroom teacher. 
 
Director Vidanage stated:  Section 11 regarding the special educational services agreement.  Do we have any 
control of the type of instructor they hire in the sense that I know for sure, they may charge us $45, but they pay 
them like $15?  What they do is they take anybody that comes to their door basically, and they give a test.  Just 
by passing a test I don’t think it is a requirement, you really have to know how to teach the material, so we have 
to be aware of the fact that since we pay some money that we get the best for our buck.  So I think we should be 
able to basically have a voice on what type of tutors they will be providing us with their background, and so 
forth.  They can’t just give anybody and everybody who walks through the door a job.  
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  I think we also do depend on the fact that they are state approved, and they have gone through 
a somewhat rigorous approval process, and then we do rely on that as our basis for securing the agreements, that 
state approval. 
 
Director Ortiz stated:  So what he means is that we don’t have any control on the hiring? 
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Mrs. Tate stated:  The hiring is done by the provider, but we do review the material and the actual work that is 
being done with the children. 
 
Director Ortiz stated:  It would be a wonderful thing if we would be able to become our own system because we 
have the best teachers here so that would be wonderful. 
 
Director Vidanage stated:  I can give you any type of PowerPoint.  That is not the issue.  The issue is that they 
will promise you the moon, but we want to make sure that we are getting the right people to do the job. So we 
have to be very careful on whom we pick to come and do this.  Like any other profession it is not the content, 
but you need to know how to get to the level of the student to teach the subject, that is what is very important.   
 
Director Ortiz stated:  Like Mrs. Tate stated we have no control over the hiring process because the state already 
went through that with them, but if we are able to have our own system, then we are going to have more control.  
I think that is the best. 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  As I understand the legal aspect of it, the parent has the right to choose the 
organization. So if the school district becomes certified that is really just another choice for the parent, they are 
not obligated to use an organization within a certain mile.  As long as the state has certified the organization, the 
parent can select. 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  That is correct. 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  So our due diligence is to follow that all organizations including ourselves if we get 
certified are on the listing at the state.  Do we provide that list to the parents?   
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  Yes 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  Then we provide the list of all eligible organizations to the parents? 
 
Mrs. Tate stated: Yes, we do send a letter home in English and in Spanish, and we sent the booklet home listing 
all of them and also advise them that they are on the Pennsylvania Department of Education website. So they 
can get information from that source as well and then they decide which provider they would like to engage for 
their child’s tutoring. 
 
President Faccinetto asked:  Mrs. Tate how often is this utilized?  Is this a widely accessed program? 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  This year we have 40 students who are going to be receiving tutoring, and we are required to 
issue that letter and that invitation for parents in the fall and again in the spring.  Last year we had far fewer, but 
then we had more tutoring services that we were providing through Pennsylvania PACT. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTIE ITEM #8 AND #11 
President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Item 8 and 11. 
Yea, Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler,  
Nay, Item 8, Yea, Item 11, McKeon, Ortiz, Vidanage, and President Faccinetto. 
Motion 8  – Passes 7-1 
Motion 11 – Passed 8-0 
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The administration’s recommendations Items #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and special hand carry item 
page 4-1 were considered together. 
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President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Items 15, 16, and 17. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Bonilla, Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Vidanage and President Faccinetto. 
 
Motions pass 8-0 

	
  
	
   	
  
	
  
	
  

Director Follweiler made a motion, seconded by Director Ortiz, to accept the Financial Report and Payment of 
Bills, (Item numbers 15, 16,  and 17) 
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President Faccinetto asked for a roll call vote on Items 15, 16, and 17. 
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McKeon, Ortiz, Vidanage and President Faccinetto. 
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President Faccinetto asked for committee reports. 
 
BETHLEHEM AREA VO-TECH:  Director McKeon stated:  We met this past 
Wednesday, and one we had a Reorganization meeting and it was groundhog 
day all over again for Mr. Faccinetto.  He was elected President of the Vo-
Tech Committee and Mr. Fenstermaker from Northampton is Vice President. 
 
It was a pretty mild meeting. We were supposed to get two presentations, one 
on the audit report and one on the annex improvements and in both those cases 
the individuals either has to reschedule or were sick, and we are going to have 
those presentations in January.   
 
COLONIAL INTERMIATE UNIT:  Director Follweiler stated:  The 
Reorganization meeting is this coming Wednesday, so there was no meeting 
since our last.   
 
DIVERSITY COMMITTEE:  Director Ortiz stated they did not have a 
meeting.   
 
NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE – No committee report. 
 
RECREATION COMMITTEE:  No committee Report. 

COMMITTEE 
REPORTS 
 

President Faccinetto asked if there was any new or miscellaneous business. 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  This is in regard to the gentlemen that spoke during 
Courtesy of the Floor.  We have now wrapped up the policy on the naming of 
buildings, but I believe per the policy there needs to be a formal request to the 
district to name a facility, is that correct Dr. Roy?   
 
Dr. Roy stated:  Yes, but we have been holding one since spring of last year, 
waiting for the policy to be revised, so I think we have the recommendation 
and it would be forthcoming on a facilities committee meeting agenda. 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  I am the facilities chair.  In that regard to speed 
things up so that we could know prior to the meeting or at the meeting for 
discussion, if we move forward to naming something, is there a cost to the 
district? If there is, what would it be? Make sure that the public is clear on the 
policy.  If there is any public comments session, and do we do it at that 
meeting and so on and so forth? 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  We will prepare all that information and get is out ahead of 
time in advance of the facilities meeting. 
 
 
President Faccinetto asked if there was any other new or miscellaneous 

NEW/ 
MISCELLANEOUS 
BUSINESS 
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business.  Seeing none, we will move on to courtesy of the floor. 
 

President Faccinetto asked if anyone would like to speak at courtesy of the 
floor.   
 
Shalome Sine 
745 Hawthorne Road 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Ms. Sien stated:  I am representing several student members of the Liberty 
High School Grenadier Band who support the continuation of fifth grade All 
City Band.  We would ask you to please not cancel this program because 
Bethlehem Area School District has such great music programs, and we feel 
that that should always be a secure and permanent part of what this district.  It 
is a great program open to any fifth grader [playing an instrument and has a 
long term impact in these kids’ lives.  I remember that when I went to All City 
it was one of the greatest factors in my deciding to continue learning music 
through middle school and from here I ended up in the best high school band in 
the country.  All of the students from the band whom I am representing 
recognize the importance of music in our education system and believe that 
success in music can begin at a young age.  We would ask that you save the 
fifth grade All City in order to keep our music program healthy.  Thank you.   
 
Steve Antalics 
737 Ridge Street 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Mr. Antalics stated:  I am distressed and extremely disappointed.  
Disappointed, why, simply I have just found out recently that the issue of 
potential microwave radiation fallout at Freemansburg Elementary has just 
been referred to someone who might look into that, just a few days ago.  This 
has been brought up at least four committee and general board meetings.  To 
find out that is has just recently been referred to someone who might come up 
with an answer tells me this is reduced to a trivial problem.  Is it?  A high 
member of this administration as an aside to me said I passed that school and 
came up with the same thought way back.  What if there is a problem, as I said 
before, I hope it isn’t, but if it is a problem, has the administration fulfilled its 
obligation to the safety of the students?  I had respect for this administration 
based upon my feelings and opinions of the previous administration, and I 
wish to maintain a high opinion of this administration, but in my eyes it has 
demeaned itself in its inability to follow up on, to me, an important issue.  I 
would have been on that yesterday.  Are the children are they not important?  
There is data on the internet that just screams about this problem.  Leukemia, 
they don’t know.  We should know why don’t we know? Nothing is happening 
here.  To me to be honest to myself and to the children, I can only say this 
represents some form of gross negligence on somebody’s part.  I think as board 

COURTESY OF THE 
FLOOR 
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members and some of you have come to me and said yes, you are also 
concerned, you fall into that category.  It is beyond me.   
 
President Faccinetto asked if anyone had anything to discuss in the Open 
Forum. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated:  The issue that was brought up by the member of the 
audience of All City band, I don’t know anything about that.  What is going 
on? 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  Last year in the spring as part of the overall discussions 
related to program change, budget allocations, field trips, etc., the elementary 
principals visited all of the co-curricular activities related to our educational 
programs.  At that point as they were making up the yearly schedule for 
activities for the 2011-2012 school year, given the greatest good for the 
greatest number, they decided to move away from the All City to other 
activities, put more emphasis on the fifth grade track meet that they have also 
in the spring.  That matter was again revisited this fall with the elementary 
principals, just to discuss the issue a little bit further, and again at that point, 
they reaffirmed that given the tightness of the budget, the number of students 
that were involved that they believed the better use of the funds would be in 
support of additional other programs.  So, that meeting took place after much 
discussion related to the budget and other extra curricular and co-curricular 
activities and that is currently where that program and that issue stood.   
 
Dr. Roy stated:  I was going to mention that we have had a number of 
conversations with people who would like to see the All City band continue 
and one of the things I have emphasized is that in the $10 or 11 million of 
budget cuts that we made last year, we actually worked very hard to protect the 
music program.  We didn’t layoff a single music teacher, we didn’t reduce the 
instrumental music program, the strings program, elementary music, middle 
school band, high school band, and so this is one program among others that 
we are not doing this year because we tightened down on so many things.  So, 
it was because like so many of the things that we cut, it wasn’t because it is not 
a good program, we don’t value it, but it was part of trying to allocate 
elementary resources amongst a lot of competing interests. 
 
Director Burkhardt asked:  What is the cost of that program?   
 
Dr. Silva stated:  The cost is the substitute teachers for the days of practice 
when the students are out during that school day.  The cost would be obviously 
for any of the maintenance for the facility, etc.  In the past, although I am not 
quite sure of last year, there were some transportation costs for students, so 
adding that all up, the effect would be approximately I believe 180 students 
were involved in that so we don’t have a dollar figure.  I can get a dollar figure 
for you Director Burkhardt, but the extent is pretty much the substitutes and 

OPEN FORUM 
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the transportation costs, and the premium on the three days in the spring 
calendar when those students are not available for other school activities.   
 
Director Burkhardt stated:  I just will tell you I am just not happy with that.  I 
really actually am very unhappy with that.  I think that it is one of those special 
things that go on in a young kid’s life that makes school important to them and 
I think probably for less than $1,000, I maybe wrong, but I bet it’s not much 
more than that.  I am surprised at the principals.  That is who I am most 
concerned about, that they would say that that is a lesser of an issue than the 
Frank Broad track meet, which is also wonderful.  Those are the kids of things 
that kids take with them and give them good memories about their school 
experience, and they go on with into middle school.  That is a concern.  That is 
a real concern for me. 
 
Director Ortiz stated:  I didn’t know about it either.  Did you send us 
information regarding this?  I mean it is 180 students we are referring to that 
are not going to be having this type of program.  Music is very important in my 
list. 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  These were issues that were discussed after the budget season 
last year when we were talking about the program changes.  They were 
decided over the spring and then again this fall, so no they weren’t part of the 
regular packet of budget cutting information and other issues that you may 
have had last year when that, the ice skating the fifth graders do, that was more 
of a discussion over the spring and summer and early fall, so no it wasn’t part 
of that budget packets of information and comparative cuts, only because it 
came after that.   
 
Director Ortiz stated:  I am totally in disagreement to cutting music for 180 
kids.  I don’t know how this board feels but this is a program that is important 
for these 180 kids, I know that we have to cut, but music is very important.   
 
President Faccinetto stated:  Dr. Silva, is this a four day, three days of practice 
and then a one day evening event?  Is there any way that some sort of 
compromise where it can be done all after school with volunteer assistance, 
that we wouldn’t necessarily be against it, but if it can’t make it into the 
budget, or the principals don’t want it in the building but can it be done as an 
after school volunteer type event? 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  That is a possibility.  There is potential. 
 
President Faccinetto stated:  Just to give some kind of options. So the main 
issue is that it is during the school day and that there were transportation and 
substitute costs. 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  And now since the tightness of the spring calendar when kids 
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are involved in that and other activities.   
 
Director Ortiz stated:  Regarding the Freemansburg issue with Mr. Antalics has 
brought to this board over and over again, do we have any definite answer for 
Mr. Antalics? 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  Well first I will respond that initially we looked at research, 
and there is no clear research. There is research on both sides of the issue, and 
is there a health threat from the high-tension wires  #1 and #2? There have 
never historically been any reports of issues coming out of Freemansburg. The 
school has been there and the power lines have been there, and so we looked at 
what research exists beyond the school district. Recently Mr. Stein has been 
doing more onsite work with that, and I think we were going to be prepared to 
discuss it at the facilities committee meeting in January.  I am not sure if you 
are prepared to say anything this evening beyond that. 
 
I have asked Mr. Stein to pull together based on his visit there and additional 
research information that we could share at the facilities committee meeting in 
January. 
 
Director Cann stated:  I also just wanted to address Mr. Antalics, because you 
wouldn’t know these things unless someone told you, but so that you don’t 
think that there was no activity done on this since you have first brought it up 
within two or three days of the first time you brought it up, the whole board 
got a memo from Dr. Silva outlining current research in general on this topic.  
It may seem like there was a pause between the general research and then 
doing something specific to this property, but that is what has been strategizing 
and coming up with what exactly we should do and just last week Mr. 
Faccinetto and I spoke with the cabinet members about what exactly is 
happening and what is the next step.  So, it has been ongoing, you wouldn’t 
know that because we haven’t brought it up here, but it has.   
 
Director Vidanage stated:  With respect to the question that was raised, I have 
two issues, are there any federal guidelines on levels of radiation, plus if that is 
the case we have another school up North, there are high tension wire going 
right through there too?  So, they have built big houses, expensive houses, I 
don’t know whether the people who build the houses knew the risks of being in 
close proximity of high tension lines.  I have read too and it is kind of 
inconclusive what could be the fix, but I think there should be some kind of 
study done to make sure before PPL got the approval to have the lines. So I am 
pretty sure that somebody has done that homework before. So maybe you 
should ask PPL who owns the high-tension lines what are the requirements and 
how close they can come to a residential area and so forth and especially a 
school.  Probably the distance the signal may die down, but I don’t know to 
what extent.   
Dr. Roy stated:  I think the comment about what are the standards because 
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again it is not a new issue, certainly nationally, so that is what I asked Mr. 
Stein to identify what are the standard for locating houses and schools near 
high tension lines, and we will make that part of what we will report out in 
January. 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  President Faccinetto, so I make sure I understand the will of 
the board, is the board’s direction that we go back, related to the All City, that 
we purpose it in the way that you were describing? 
 
President Faccinetto stated:  The way I described it as a volunteer after school 
event, or the way Director Burkhardt described it as put it back in? 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  I just want to make sure I am following the direction of the 
board. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated:  Can we find out what the costs are and not inflated 
costs? Because the facility, I believe they do it at Freedom High School, at 
least they have for years, and that building is there so please don’t put in costs 
that are flexible? Lets just talk about the afternoons that the kids are out, they 
are not, I believe at practice, the whole day or half day.  So let’s talk about the 
cost, and lets talk about if there are some extra custodial or something and then 
tell me what it is going to cost, and if it is over $1,000, I’ll be very surprised 
and in that case, I think it needs to be held as its always been held. 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  The key cost would be transportation, if it were during the 
day. 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  We are taking people from 16 locations. 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  The transportation and the subs are the big cost.   
 
President Faccinetto asked:  Could we come back to curriculum with that in 
January with the costs and then we will go from there. 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  In addition to the costs, if we could find out if that 
was the real issue or is the real issue that the students are missing other 
activities in the school on those days? Because if that is the issue, then 
President Faccinetto's suggestion for after school may be something that really 
wants to be looked at. 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  That was part of it, I remember the conversations. 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  So I think we need the big picture. 
 
Dr. Silva stated:  I will bring both. 
Dr. Roy stated:  It became a topic of conversation because of the transportation 
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        Attest, 
 
        Stacy M. Gober 

                    Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
                    SMG:pag 

costs. 
 
President Faccinetto stated: Before we adjourn, we will be conducting 
interviews for our board replacement tonight. We have three candidates. We 
will take approximately about a five to seven minute break to get ready.  The 
candidates will be interviewed in the order that their applications were 
received, and we will try to limit each interviews to a half hour.  The 
interviews are public and open to everyone. 
 

President Faccinetto asked for a motion for adjournment. 
Motion - Director Follweiler moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by 
Director McKeon.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 


