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BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

 

The Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bethlehem Area 
School District was held on Monday, October 17, 2011, at 7:07 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester Road, Bethlehem, PA  
18017. 
 

REGULAR BOARD 
MEETING 

President Cann called for the roll: 
 
Members present:  Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Follweiler, 
Leeson, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, President Cann - 9 
 
Others present:  Dr. Joseph Roy, Superintendent of Schools; Stacy Gober, 
Board Secretary; administrators, members of the press and other interested 
citizens and staff members. 
 

MEMBERS  
PRESENT 
 
 
 
OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

President Cann requested a moment of silent meditation. 
 

MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 

Dr. Roy stated:  We are going to recognize several students this evening for 
various levels of recognition that they have received through the College 
Board, the National Merit Scholarship Program.  The recognitions will be 
presented by Director Burkhardt.  The first recognition is for the National 
Achievement Scholarship program and we have one of our students selected 
as an Outstanding Participant in the National Achievement Scholarship 
Program.  This program is conducted by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation. African American students may enter both the National 
Achievement Program and the National Merit Program by taking the PSAT, 
this would be last year’s 2010 PSAT, of the more than 160,000 students who 
currently enter the National Achievement Program approximately 4,700 are 
honored and a group of 3,100 Outstanding Participants are then referred for 
their potential academic success to colleges.  These Outstanding Participants 
scored in the top three percent in the National Achievement Program.  At this 
time, the district would like to congratulate Samuel Caulker, a senior at 
Liberty High School as being selected an Outstanding Participant.   
 
We also had several students recognized as Commended Students in the 
National Merit Scholarship Program.  About 1.5 million juniors in some 
22,000 high school took the 2010 PSAT Qualifying Test last October and 
entered the National Merit Program.  The 50,000 highest scorers were offered 
College Plans Reporting Services and were recognized as Commended 
Students out of the 1.5 million.  We have a number of Commended Students 

STUDENT 
RECOGNITION 
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from our district, starting with Freedom High School, Shaleen Oza who is not 
able to be with us this evening, second also from Freedom High School 
Abhinav Rangarajan.  We also had from Freedom High School Cindy Zheng, 
and Cindy could not be here this evening either.  From Liberty High School 
our Commended Students are Jackson Burlew, Megan Collins, Junru Guo, 
who is not with us this evening, Edward Hickman, Daniel Luckenbach, and 
our final Commended Student, Stephanie Mark. 
 
We are also proud to recognize this evening three students who are recognized 
as Semifinalists. So of the 1.5 million students who take the PSAT, 50,000 are 
recommended in the Commended category and then that 50,000 is narrowed 
to 16,000 students out of 1.5 million, less than one percent of US High School 
seniors are recommended as Semifinalists and they will have an opportunity to 
advance to Finalist standing by meeting additional requirements.  Our 
Semifinalists for Freedom High School, Alexa Curto, who is not here this 
evening and from Freedom High School, Grace Mao.  Semifinalist from 
Liberty High School, Arman Serrado.   
 
We would like to thank all of these students for representing the highest ideals 
of academic achievement in our schools and setting high standards in serving 
as role models for other students.  Congratulations and thank you very much. 
 
President Cann offered Courtesy of the Floor to visitors.  Speakers are asked 
to come to the podium, stating their name and address. Public comment in the 
first session is limited to 30 minutes and is for agenda items only. The second 
Courtesy of the Floor will be for any district concerns or business. Speakers 
are limited to three minutes each. The board requests that, when possible, all 
individuals supporting a like position on a topic select a speaker to present 
their views to avoid repetition. If that is not possible, all are welcome to speak.  
As per school board policy, generally, speakers are limited to taxpayers, 
residents, or employees of this school district. At the conclusion of the regular 
school board meeting, another block of time will be allocated for public 
comment. At that time, the same rules will apply. It is asked that speakers 
observe proper decorum, without personal attacks towards a specific 
individual or individuals. It is not the custom for the board to enter into a 
dialogue at these meetings about concerns. However, the board does listen 
with care to issues raised. Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by 
the administration. 
 
President Cann stated:  Seeing none, we will move onto the reports of our 
Student Representatives.   
 

COURTESY 
OF THE FLOOR 
TO VISITORS 

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL – Ms. Donaher stated:  Good evening. This month 
Liberty High School has been seeing pink as a result of breast cancer 
awareness month and many teachers are participating in dress downs Fridays 
where the money goes to the American Cancer Society.  Also in honor of the 

STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 
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OCTOBER 17, 2011 
 

Page 3 of 69 

month of October, Liberty held the annual Dig Pink volleyball game on 
October 6th, this year in memory of Ms.Ginnie Rohn.  On October 12th, the 
NAACP presented the Academic Cultural Technological and Scientific 
Olympics program to students.  The monthly Student Advisory meeting was 
held at Freedom High School where topics like survey results were discussed.  
Approximately 25 Liberty and Freedom student shave met with the Bethlehem 
Community Collaborative to get ready for the launch of the first-ever, 
Bethlehem Youth Council which will be held on October 26th, in Bethlehem 
Town Hall with Mayor John Callahan and invited officials.  Teacher in-
services have kept teachers on their toes about Restorative Practice, and how it 
can be used daily in the classroom.  I know of one teacher who uses this 
practice as a warm-up for every class, however, I know of others who have yet 
to provide the experience for their students.  This upcoming week a lot is 
happening at LHS.  Tomorrow Liberty will welcome back Mrs. Eichenwald, 
the institute for Jewish Christian Understanding with Muhlenberg College and 
select Holocaust survivors for a three period freshmen seminar.  The seminary 
will consist of a performance of a play called Face Forward performed by 
students from the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Performing Arts, 
breakout sessions with survivors and speakers.  Select AP and honors social 
studies classes will also view this event.  Last time, Mrs. Eichenwald was at 
Liberty students were blown away, and after some detail about what she went 
through, students fell completely silent.  Student government from last year 
thought his seminar was so important that Mrs. Eichenwald has been invited 
back by student government for a junior and senior assembly. On Wednesday 
night, it is Hispanic Night at the Fowler Youth Center in which Liberty’s Teen 
Summit students are very involved.  Thursday night parent teacher 
conferences will be held at Liberty High School.  As the Liberty/Freedom 
game approaches, all classes and student government members are gearing up 
for spirit week, and figuring out how they want the school to be decorated, 
and what each dress up day should be during the week.  I personally love 
Superhero day, there are a lot of creative kids at Liberty High School.  On 
Friday night, November 4th, Liberty is holding a bonfire on the backfields of 
the school for the entire community to attend.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to invite the board and everyone here to come out to the bonfire 
and enjoy some Liberty spirit.  It is always a very fun and successful event to 
get the community excited for the games the next day.  At the game the next 
day student leaders from Liberty have selected a teacher that has had a major 
influence on them to recognize during the pre-game festivities.  The fall play, 
It’s a Wonderful Life is now in the rehearsal process, and very exciting.  The 
show will run December 9th and 10th.  And last but certainly not least, the 
Liberty High School Grenadier Band is not only preparing for football games, 
but they are looking forward to going to Hawaii during Thanksgiving break.  
Respectfully submitted, Darah Donaher. 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  I just want to make clear Anna was pressed into service here 
so she doesn’t have a prepared statement, but as the backup she is pressed into 
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LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL – Ms. Donaher stated:  Good evening. This month 
Liberty High School has been seeing pink as a result of breast cancer 
awareness month and many teachers are participating in dress downs Fridays 
where the money goes to the American Cancer Society.  Also in honor of the 
month of October, Liberty held the annual Dig Pink volleyball game on 
October 6th, this year in memory of Ms.Ginnie Rohn.  On October 12th, the 
NAACP presented the Academic Cultural Technological and Scientific 
Olympics program to students.  The monthly Student Advisory meeting was 
held at Freedom High School where topics like survey results were discussed.  
Approximately 25 Liberty and Freedom student shave met with the Bethlehem 
Community Collaborative to get ready for the launch of the first-ever, 
Bethlehem Youth Council which will be held on October 26th, in Bethlehem 
Town Hall with Mayor John Callahan and invited officials.  Teacher in-
services have kept teachers on their toes about Restorative Practice, and how it 
can be used daily in the classroom.  I know of one teacher who uses this 
practice as a warm-up for every class, however, I know of others who have yet 
to provide the experience for their students.  This upcoming week a lot is 
happening at LHS.  Tomorrow Liberty will welcome back Mrs. Eichenwald, 
the institute for Jewish Christian Understanding with Muhlenberg College and 
select Holocaust survivors for a three period freshmen seminar.  The seminary 
will consist of a performance of a play called Face Forward performed by 
students from the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Performing Arts, 
breakout sessions with survivors and speakers.  Select AP and honors social 
studies classes will also view this event.  Last time, Mrs. Eichenwald was at 
Liberty students were blown away, and after some detail about what she went 
through, students fell completely silent.  Student government from last year 
thought his seminar was so important that Mrs. Eichenwald has been invited 
back by student government for a junior and senior assembly. On Wednesday 
night, it is Hispanic Night at the Fowler Youth Center in which Liberty’s Teen 
Summit students are very involved.  Thursday night parent teacher 
conferences will be held at Liberty High School.  As the Liberty/Freedom 
game approaches, all classes and student government members are gearing up 
for spirit week, and figuring out how they want the school to be decorated, 
and what each dress up day should be during the week.  I personally love 
Superhero day, there are a lot of creative kids at Liberty High School.  On 
Friday night, November 4th, Liberty is holding a bonfire on the backfields of 
the school for the entire community to attend.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to invite the board and everyone here to come out to the bonfire 
and enjoy some Liberty spirit.  It is always a very fun and successful event to 
get the community excited for the games the next day.  At the game the next 
day student leaders from Liberty have selected a teacher that has had a major 
influence on them to recognize during the pre-game festivities.  The fall play, 
It’s a Wonderful Life is now in the rehearsal process, and very exciting.  The 
show will run December 9th and 10th.  And last but certainly not least, the 
Liberty High School Grenadier Band is not only preparing for football games, 
but they are looking forward to going to Hawaii during Thanksgiving break.  
Respectfully submitted, Darah Donaher. 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  I just want to make clear Anna was pressed into service here 
so she doesn’t have a prepared statement, but as the backup she is pressed into 
service this evening, so she is prepared to speak contemporaneously. 
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL – Ms. Thomas stated:  Good evening everyone.  
My name is Anna Thomas and I will be providing this evening’s review of 
Freedom High School – This past month has brought yet another awesome set 

STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 
REPORTS 
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President Cann called for approval of the Financial Report/Payment of Bills – 
Items 18, 19, and 20. 
 
Director Faccinetto made a motion, seconded by Director Amato, to accept the 
Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Item number 18, 19, and 20). 
 
President Cann asked is there was any discussion on these items. 
 
DISCUSSION BUDGETARY TRANSFERS – SEE AGENDA ITEM #18 
 
 
 
President Cann asked if there was any other discussion on these items. 
 
President Cann asked for a roll call vote on Items 18, 19, and 20. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, 
Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Follweiler Leeson, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, and 
President Cann. 
 
The motion passes 9-0 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
FINANCIAL 
REPORT/PAYMENT 
OF BILLS 
 
DISCUSSION 
BUDGETARY 
TRANSFERS – ITEM 
#18 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 18, 19, and 20 
 

President Cann stated:  On October 10th, there was an executive session 
following the Board Committee Meetings to discuss personnel issues and 
prior to our meeting this evening, we had an executive session on legal and 
personnel items. 

PRESIDENT’S 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Dr. Roy stated:  Just wanted to mention for the public that we do have a hand 
carry item that was placed out immediately prior to this evening’s meeting for 
asking the board’s approval on permission for the administration to apply for 
the 21st Century Community Learning Center Grant.  These are grants that 
fund after school programs that we have successfully applied for in the past 
for our elementary level and they have run out at the elementary level.  We 
currently have those grants in place for the middle level.  We are excited that 
this money is being made available this grant opportunity because it gives us a 
chance to apply and hopefully reestablish some of our elementary after school 
programming.   
 
Also, I wanted to mention that this week is Bethlehem Area School District’s 
time for American Education Week.  Each of our schools has invited parents 
and often grandparents to visit classes and share in their child’s school 
experience.   
 
On Monday, October 10th was an in service day. Our high school staffs were 
engaged in a second day of Restorative Practices work. Middle school 
teachers were trained in the new Study Island formative assessment system 
with an emphasis upon using student data to quickly identify appropriate 

SUPERINTENDENTS 
REPORT/ 
RECOGNITION 
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instructional strategies to meet student need. Elementary schools worked on a 
variety of activities including Study Island Training, Leader-in-Me Training, 
and implementing their School Improvement plans.   
 
As Anna mentioned, Freedom High School held a very successful assembly 
called “Rachel’s Challenge”.  The feedback that I received from the students 
and the teachers were really overwhelmingly positive and powerful, and they 
had an evening meeting asking for student volunteers who wanted to do more 
around anti-bullying and tolerance and treating each other with respect and an 
overwhelming turnout of students following that assembly. 
 
Also, a couple of reminders finally that the Board Facilities and Curriculum 
Meetings on Monday, November 7th will be here at East Hills in this 
Auditorium starting at 6:00 rather than our usual meeting place at the Ed. 
Center because the Ed. Center area where we meet will be set up for elections 
the following morning, and also that the Regular Board Meeting on November 
21st will be held at Freedom High School due to parent teacher conferences. 
So, November 21st Regular Board Meeting will be at Freedom High School.   
 
Finally, we have Jens Daamgaard here in the audience, our bond counsel, who 
can say a couple of words on Items 15 and 16 relating to those items and then 
answer any questions that the board may have. 
 
Mr. Daamgard stated:  Good Evening.  I am here primarily for the purpose of 
answering any questions regarding Item 15 and 16, the two resolutions.  I 
know Mr. Scherer was here or I believe at a Finance Committee Meeting to go 
over the two proposals to one to terminate the so-called swaption if a price of 
not more than $100,000 could be achieved.  I was advised by him as of 4:00 
today that that target is achievable.  I suspect if the board approves the 
resolution and tomorrow is likewise achievable that a conference will be held 
to actually strike the final price and enter into that.  The Board Members 
would want to advise the administration of their availability for that 
conference call which I know several of you have participated in the past.   
 
The other resolution is for the conventional fixed rate to fixed rate bond issue 
refunding.  The 2001A bonds authorizes that refunding to go forward if a net 
savings, net of cost, net of reductions and any state reimbursement achieves at 
least $220,000 to the school district.  I am unaware of exactly where we are in 
that, but that is a longer term proposition in terms of preparing for that.  That 
would authorize us to get the wheels moving including the preparation of the 
perspective that is required for a fixed rate bond issue.  That would happen I 
would presume within the next few weeks.  That again authorizes it to begin.  
I would be happy to answer any questions on those items.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  Mr. Daamgard, we were discussing last week the 
possibility of being able to terminate the swaps that go along with the 2001A 
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Bonds.  Do you know of any further discussion or further information that you 
might have for the board on that?   
 
Mr. Damgaard stated:  I do not.  My discussions today were limited to this 
particular swaption.  I just actually had tied to the 2007 Bonds. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  The swaption, yes, the 2001A Bonds also has I 
believe a swap on it and we were discussing the possibility of being able to 
terminate that as well. 
 
Mr. Damgaard stated:  That is a fixed rate bond issue, so I am sorry I do not 
have information on that.  I would have to defer to Mr. Scherer.  I will ask him 
about that. 
 
President Cann asked if anyone had any unfinished business they would like 
to bring up at this time.   
 
Director McKeon stated:  This pertains to the ceremony that was at the start of 
our meeting.  This weekend I attended a high school reunion of the one room 
school house that I grew up in, and I had to drive through three communities 
in there that I passed by the high schools and all of those high schools are 
probably, any where between 2,500 and 4,000 students in each one of those 
high schools and each one of them had one commended National Merit.  So to 
have the number in the two high schools that we have here is extremely 
commendable, extremely. 
 

UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS 
 

President Cann asked for a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration. (Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
and then hand carry item 22). 
 
Director Follweiler made a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration. Director McKeon seconded the motion. 
 
Dr. Roy stated: Could I make one correction President Cann? This is a 
correction to Item 8, page 11, it is referred to in the action item as a retirement 
agreement and it should for the minutes accurately read, a separation 
agreement.   
 
President Cann asked if anyone would like to pull any of these of these items 
for discussion. 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  Item #14. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  Item #22. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 
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President Cann asked for a roll call vote to accept Item #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17.   
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, 
Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Follweiler, Leeson, Nay to #1, #13 and yes to others, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, President Cann. 
 
Motions pass 8-1 Items 1 and 13 
Motions pass 9-0 Items 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, and 17. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM #14 – SEE AGENDA ITEM #14, PAGE 17 
DISCUSSION ITEM #22 – SEE AGENDA ITEM #14, PAGE 25 
 
President Cann asked for a roll call vote to accept Item #14 and 22.  
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, 
Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Follweiler Nay #14, Yea #22, Leeson, Nay #14 and 
Yea #22, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, President Cann. 
 
Motions pass 7-2 Item #14 
Motions pass 9-0 Item #22 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
15, 16, AND 17.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM 14 
DISCUSSION ITEM 22 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS #14 AND 22   
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #1 passed 8-1 – Nay by Director Leeson. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #2 and #3 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #4 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #5 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #6 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #7 passed 9-0. 
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Dr. Roy stated: Could I make one correction President Cann? This is a correction to Item 8, page 11, it is 
referred to in the action item as a retirement agreement and it should for the minutes accurately read, a 
separation agreement.   
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #8 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #9 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #10 passed 9-0 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #11 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #12 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #13 passed 8-1  - Nay Director Leeson. 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #14 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  Item #14 – I know we discussed it in Committee but had a different clarification 
tonight.  On the auctioneers commission is 10% plus expenses to include any labor and marketing.  Do we have 
any not to exceed on those expenses? 
 
Mr. Stein stated:  Director Follweiler there is no direct not to exceed in our agreement however we have been 
working with him to minimize those costs. 
 
Director Follweiler stated:  Do we have an idea on approximately what those costs would be? 
 
Mr. Stein stated:  Estimating approximately $1,000 between the marketing and the labor.  
 
Director Follweiler asked:  Do we have an approximation on what we expect to gain from the auction? 
 
Mr. Stein stated:  A rough estimate based on what is there between $3,000 to $4,000.   
 
Director Follweiler stated:  So he would then get 10% plus $1,000 so we would be left by roughly $2,500 to 
$3,000. 
 
Mr. Stein stated:  Correct. 
 
Director Leeson asked:  Is there a way for us to do this internally and reduce that cost? That seems to be a very 
high percentage of what we are making is kind of going out the door.  Also, 10 percent sounds high. 
 
Mr. Stein stated:  The auction effort could potentially be done in house at considerable time investment; 
however, there is a trade off with the vendors that follow the different auctioneers, different scrap companies 
and other vendors that they have connections with that follow the auctioneers.  I think the marketing value of 
having an established auctioneer company allows us to draw more people who would otherwise participate then 
if we to just conduct this in house by ourselves. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  In previous years I think we have had a larger lot in which we were selling and so I 
could see the need for the auctioneer and drawing large numbers to the lot, but it sounds like we don’t have 
quite as much this year as we might have had previous years and so really we are giving away 25% plus another 
10% of our proceeds are going towards the advertising, the labor and the cost of the auctioneer, so that is getting 
up there. 
 
Mr. Stein stated:  In terms of the amount it is a large amount however it is not very valuable items at this point.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  I will be voting no on this.   
 
Director Follweiler stated:  I just had an additional thought.  In committee we did discuss that anything that is 
not auctioned off is then scrapped so the value of delineating the items of ownership of the district.  Does the 
auctioneer take care of the scrap or do we take care of that after the auction. 
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Mr. Stein stated:  When you say scrap, a lot of the parts are worth scrap, so when it comes down to the end of 
the auction, large quantities disappear with different vendors so that by the time the auction is complete, the 
material should all be removed. 
 
Director Follweiler asked:  So, would you consider that an additional advantage of using the auctioneer versus a 
yard sale type in house. 
 
Mr. Stein stated:  Yes. 

	
  
President Cann asked for a roll call vote to accept Item #14 and #22.  
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Follweiler Nay 
#14, Yea #22, Leeson, Nay #14 and Yea #22, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, President Cann. 
 
Motions pass 7-2 Item #14 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #15 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #16 passed 9-0. 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, and 17 were considered 
together. Item #17 passed 9-0. 



OCTOBER 17, 2011 
 

Page 47 of 69 

	
  

	
  
DISCUSSION BUDGETARY TRANSFER 
 
Director Leeson stated:  On the budget transfers, we have a fairly large number of budget transfers for this early 
in the year, and I see that many of them are just moving from dues and fees one category to dues and fees 
another category.  Is there a reason for this? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  The reason for that is that in prior years that particular set of dues is for the administrators 
for their state and national dues that had been previously budget and paid for under the superintendent’s 
category, and it rightfully should be paid for under the individual budget code where that person works. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  So this is really no change in the budget per se, it is just really a change in more 
clarifying exactly where it belongs.  Is that correct? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  It is classifying the budget dollars to align to the exact expenditure code that ties to the 
individual whose dues are being paid. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  I also saw the third from the bottom, Debt Service Professional Fees to Business Bank 
Fees.  Is that again just another way of properly recording those fees or is that an actual transfer? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  That is a transfer and the reason for that is because in the past, when the bank fees were 
reconciled on the monthly statement they were netted against interest earnings which would not be the 
appropriate accounting transaction. So in this case, we are in the current fiscal year recording the full expense 
and recording the full revenue. So to make sure that there are budgetary dollars there we are transferring the 
funds from the fees that we would have paid for Debt Service that we are saving because of some of the 
refundings that we have just done.   
 
Director Leeson asked:  Mrs. Gober then do we anticipate that in the business Bank Fees there will be a positive 
balance then at the end of the year in the investments?  You said that the Bank Fees were charged against 
investments, correct? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  The Bank Fees were netted against the interest earnings, so it reduced the amount of interest 
earning artificially.  What we are doing going forward is properly recording the bank fees as an expense and the 
full revenue of the interest earnings at its gross one hundred percent instead of netting those out.   
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Director Leeson stated:  So we will see an increase basically in interest earnings this year and as we see a 
decrease in the Debt Service? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  You will see an increase in the interest earnings and you will also see an increase in the 
Banking Fees that are reflected in the expenditures.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  Thank you. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
ITEMS 18, 19, and 20 

	
  
President Cann asked for a roll call vote. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Follweiler 
Leeson, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, and President Cann. 
 
The motion passes 9-0 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #22 
 
Director Leeson stated:  Dr. Roy, you indicated that we are going to use this for elementary students. 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  That was the intention, yes. 
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Director Leeson stated:  I didn’t read that in the narrative here that that is what we were intending.  Can this and 
I know Mrs. Tate you are the one who can usually the one who can answer these questions?  Can this grant be 
used for other purposes? 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  It is specifically for after school or out of school time programming, and we are just learning 
more information about it. The RFP was just released recently and this afternoon at a Webinar that I listened to, 
the directive was that high priority for funding is going to be given to school wide programs and it is targeted 
specifically for low income schools and high need in terms of academic support.   
 
Director Leeson asked:  Is it limited to elementary or is it both elementary and secondary? 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  It can be any grade level however; we do have the after school programming this cohort five 
funding currently running at the middle school level in all four middle schools.   
 
Director Leeson asked:  Do we have any tutoring funds available at the high school? 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  No, through our grants, those ended June 30th, the Pennsylvania PACT and the EAP money, 
the Educational Assistance formerly TIP, that ended June 30th. So, we do not have tutoring funds at the high 
school level at this point. 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  At any level except for the middle level because they have a program.  The elementary lost 
their tutoring money as well. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  When we apply for this grant, will we have to specify how it is going to be used, in 
what schools it is going to be used and how it is going to be used.   
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  Yes, very specifically.  It is an application on the E grant system, and it will ask the name of 
the school, the poverty level, the AYP status and any other services that are currently available.   
 
Director Leeson asked:  Is there a rationale, Dr. Roy, for why we would be using it at the elementary level as 
opposed to the high school level, since both of our high schools are in corrective action for multiple years? 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  That is a great question.  The reason is that with the grant and Mrs. Tate can fill in a few more 
details, it requires certain participation levels and it is not just the tutoring, but it is the participation in the other 
activities that go along with it and the challenge at the high school level with the larger population and the fact 
that they are high school students is to get that participation level to meet the grant requirements when it is a 
voluntary program.  I think that was the rationale. 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  It is very specific that the federal government has outlined that they want students to attend 30 
days or more, preferably many more, but that is the bear minimum.  That is the standard by which they feel that 
students, in order to make any gains, have to attend at least that level of time.  Discussion was held with our 
program officer informally last week regarding high schools and it is difficult at the high school level because 
there are so many other directions that students go.  So, that was basically the thought behind that.  It is very 
specific in a strong component for attendance and something new this year in this cohort six grant is that if you 
do not maintain the attendance, the money will be reduced and funding will be pulled, so it is the struggle at the 
high school level that really has been an issue. 
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Director Leeson stated:  Thank you very much for the information, but one more question. The elementary, can 
it be all academic or must it be both an academic and an IC recreational? 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  You are expected if you are running the program and getting the funding, you are expected to 
offer the academic.  There also should be an enrichment program which basically would be kinds of fun 
activities that are related to the curriculum and then there is a mandated physical activity component as well and 
that is a daily physical exercise to get children moving. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  Thank you very much Mrs. Tate for all that information. 

	
  
President Cann asked for a roll call vote to accept Item #14 and #22.  
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Follweiler Nay 
#14, Yea #22, Leeson, Nay #14 and Yea #22, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, President Cann. 
 
Motions pass 9-0 Item #22 
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President Cann asked for committee reports. 
 
BETHLEHEM AREA VO-TECH:  Director McKeon stated Bethlehem Area 
Vo-Tech met on Tuesday, October 4th.  Some of the items that were discussed 
and voted on were the sale of the BAVTS Northampton Campus.  The rest of 
what was held was a review of the audit policy, awarding of bids, job 
description updates; nothing earth shattering importance. 
 
INTERMEDIATE UNIT:  Director Follweiler stated we had our IU meeting 
and it was held since our last regular board meeting and in that we learned that 
the IU would be doing a training called “Making The Grade” on November 1st 
and all Board Members were invited to view the new link on their website for 
parent resources.  They have hired a new member to their curriculum staff to 
focus on autism at which point it sparked one of the fellow IU board members 
to send a video around to the rest of the board that sparked some further 
research by the head of the IU. So it will be an interesting topic in our next 
meeting, which is on the 26th of October. 
 
NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE:  Director Amato stated that 
due to a previous engagement I was unable to attend. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  We actually combined our meetings and discussed a 
couple of interesting things.  We are in the process of looking for a new 
President at the Community College.  There has been a wonderful response.  
They have gone through the semi finalists stage and will be going to the 
finalist stage soon and hopefully anticipating that they might have a name by 
January.  This is exciting news.  Secondly, tomorrow will be the ground 
breaking for the new Monroe Campus of Northampton Community College, so 
that is also very exciting news.  The Business and Technology Center has been 
moved back to the campus and we had an opportunity to take a tour of their 
facilities.  They have moved back to Hartzell Hall and it really helps to connect 
them a little bit more with some of the other programs offered at the school.   
 
RECREATION COMMISSION:  Director Leeson stated:  We will actually be 
meeting this Thursday, but just a reminder, I think everyone probably received 
an invitation to walk in the Halloween Parade and just also a small reminder 
since it is an election year, there is no political campaigning during the 
Halloween Parade.  That has been a standard for many years.  But just a small 
reminder to everyone.   
 

COMMITTEE 
REPORTS 
 

President Cann asked if there was any new or miscellaneous business.  Seeing 
none President Cann moved to Courtesy of the Floor. 
 

NEW/ 
MISCELLANEOUS 
BUSINESS 
 



OCTOBER 17, 2011 
 

Page 67 of 69 

President Cann asked if anyone would like to speak at courtesy of the floor.   
 
Barry Roth 
4323 Chetland Terrace 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Mr. Roth stated:  I don’t know if I am addressing the right committee but I 
have concerns with your Farmersville Elementary School.  I have been through 
my planning and township meetings on this development going across from it 
and my concern has been from day one, the crossing guard and the kids that 
cross that street.  It is not getting any better and I was told to come see you.  
Regarding the 15 mile an hour lights, are they yours or are they the states or 
who is responsible for those?  I need to know some information on it.  My 
concern is that there is better signage because you are off an off ramp.  This is 
the only school that is off an off ramp.  I have personal knowledge of people 
going through there at 50 miles an hours when its 15 miles an hour and I had to 
press charges against people like that already.  My feeling is we are going to 
have somebody get hurt there knowing that there is going to be a gas station 
across the street from you, a pharmacy, transient population, there is a lot of 
people that don’t even know there is a school there.  The last guy that we had 
words with about that lived in the township three years and didn’t know the 
elementary school was there.  The signage out there is about 46 years old; the 
light on the eastern side is so faded that people are not even paying attention to 
it.  I think you need to get with the developer and see if they can start paying 
for more of this.  It is their project, they are causing the traffic.  The second 
thing is I know you are into putting a signalized intersection there for the bus 
traffic.  What I have a concern with is Meyer Lane becomes your primary in 
and out for the parents because you have a bus lane out front and you are not 
going to let the parents go through that section to use that traffic light.  We 
already have a bottleneck in the morning and we have a bottleneck in the 
afternoon.  With that traffic light being put in on that development, I see more 
problems at Meyer Lane unless you address getting that traffic to go to the 
traffic light.  If you don’t believe me, send a person who is in charge of it out 
there at 3:00 in the afternoon and watch the nightmare.  That is mainly my 
concern.  I don’t know if anyone here could address it or send me some 
information on it, but what I have heard from our planning commission and I 
have been fighting at the planning commission for awhile on this about several 
developments that were proposed for that lot, that that poor crossing guard and 
those kids are a moving target.  It is just, there are people coming off there, 
they are looking for a gas station and then they are going to look for a gas 
station, they are not going to look for the school on the other side and I do not 
want to be there when there is a four hour death investigation.  This is 
something that I think you need to go back to this developer and the township 
and say look let’s make sure everything is right before they finish it.   
 
 

COURTESY OF THE 
FLOOR 
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Dr. Roy stated:  Thank you sir.  Right after the meeting I will connect with you 
our Director of Facilities so we can make sure we get that information.  
 
Mr. Roth stated:  One other thing, about your auction, if you don’t have a lot to 
sell, did anybody think of contacting Northampton County because they have a 
county auction, a big huge auction with all the municipalities from 
Northampton County and it is a big draw that if you only have small items, or 
a small amount, maybe you might make a little bit more money than trying to 
do it yourself? 
 
President Cann stated:  Thank you for the information sir. 
 
Steven Antalics 
737 Ridge 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Mr. Antalics stated:  Our children are very vulnerable and as such because of 
size and age cannot fen for themselves, so they become the responsibility of 
parents, teachers and citizens at large for the general welfare.  I recently read 
an FCC bulletin and it raised a question in my mind concerning electro 
magnetic waves or micro frequency.  As I recall, some meetings back, one of 
the board members took a phone message because of a possible tornado which 
indicated that the signal came through this building.  The building is not a 
shield to the microwave.  I have occasion to travel on Freemansburg Road, 
certain frequency and I take a short cut off Market Street to Cambria up to 
Freemansburg Road and I pass an elementary school there.  With this 
information from FCC and things that have been on my mind and also 
understanding something about microwave and electro magnetic frequency, I 
noticed a number of lines parcel to the school.  Two sets of lines.  I checked 
with an official from PPL and I was told that the one was a high tension line of 
230 Kilovolts.  Now 230 Kilovolts is a quarter of a million volts.  The second 
line was 69 Kilovolts.  69,000 and as you come off Cambria back to Church 
Street there is a substation and there has been a great controversy as to the 
dangers of living close to high tension lines.  I have quite a bit of data, I won’t 
get into that because it won’t mean anything, but I’ll summarize it very simply.  
I have three questions.  1.  Has anyone ever measured the microwave fallout 
along those lines because you have got an elementary school parallel and you 
have got children whose body weight compared to ours is smaller, so they are 
extremely susceptible to that microwave fallout if it is there, I don’t know. So 
the question is does the school board or the administration have any data as to 
the microwave fallout those children might be subjected too?  It has been on 
record through EPA that there has been incidents of serious afflictions coming 
from microwave frequency.  What I am asking have any measurements been 
done, is it public information, also who did the study and I might mention if 
the study is done by an electrical company, that is like asking the wolf to check 
the safety of the hen house.  So, I would like to know whether there is any 
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President Cann asked if anyone would like to speak at courtesy of the floor.   
 
Barry Roth 
4323 Chetland Terrace 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Mr. Roth stated:  I don’t know if I am addressing the right committee but I 
have concerns with your Farmersville Elementary School.  I have been through 
my planning and township meetings on this development going across from it 
and my concern has been from day one, the crossing guard and the kids that 
cross that street.  It is not getting any better and I was told to come see you.  
Regarding the 15 mile an hour lights, are they yours or are they the states or 
who is responsible for those?  I need to know some information on it.  My 
concern is that there is better signage because you are off an off ramp.  This is 
the only school that is off an off ramp.  I have personal knowledge of people 
going through there at 50 miles an hours when its 15 miles an hour and I had to 
press charges against people like that already.  My feeling is we are going to 
have somebody get hurt there knowing that there is going to be a gas station 
across the street from you, a pharmacy, transient population, there is a lot of 
people that don’t even know there is a school there.  The last guy that we had 
words with about that lived in the township three years and didn’t know the 
elementary school was there.  The signage out there is about 46 years old; the 
light on the eastern side is so faded that people are not even paying attention to 
it.  I think you need to get with the developer and see if they can start paying 
for more of this.  It is their project, they are causing the traffic.  The second 
thing is I know you are into putting a signalized intersection there for the bus 
traffic.  What I have a concern with is Meyer Lane becomes your primary in 
and out for the parents because you have a bus lane out front and you are not 
going to let the parents go through that section to use that traffic light.  We 
already have a bottleneck in the morning and we have a bottleneck in the 
afternoon.  With that traffic light being put in on that development, I see more 
problems at Meyer Lane unless you address getting that traffic to go to the 
traffic light.  If you don’t believe me, send a person who is in charge of it out 
there at 3:00 in the afternoon and watch the nightmare.  That is mainly my 
concern.  I don’t know if anyone here could address it or send me some 
information on it, but what I have heard from our planning commission and I 
have been fighting at the planning commission for awhile on this about several 
developments that were proposed for that lot, that that poor crossing guard and 
those kids are a moving target.  It is just, there are people coming off there, 
they are looking for a gas station and then they are going to look for a gas 
station, they are not going to look for the school on the other side and I do not 
want to be there when there is a four hour death investigation.  This is 
something that I think you need to go back to this developer and the township 
and say look let’s make sure everything is right before they finish it.   
 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  Thank you sir.  Right after the meeting I will connect with you 
our Director of Facilities so we can make sure we get that information.  
 
Mr. Roth stated:  One other thing, about your auction, if you don’t have a lot to 
sell, did anybody think of contacting Northampton County because they have a 
county auction, a big huge auction with all the municipalities from 
Northampton County and it is a big draw that if you only have small items, or 
a small amount, maybe you might make a little bit more money than trying to 
do it yourself? 
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