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BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bethlehem Area 
School District was held on Monday, May 23, 2011, at 7:04 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester Road, Bethlehem, 
PA  18017. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 

President Can asked Mrs. Gober, Board Secretary to take the roll: 
 
Members present:  Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Leeson, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, and President Cann - 8 
 
Members absent:  Director Follweiler 
 
Student Representative – Freedom High School – Dhanu Thiyagarajan 
Student Representative – Liberty High School – Niharka Pendurthi 
 
Others present: Dr. Joseph J. Roy, Superintendent of Schools; Stacy Gober, 
Board Secretary; administrators, members of the press, and other interested 
citizens and staff members.  
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 

At this point of the meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

President Cann requested a moment of silent meditation. 
 
 

MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 

Dr. Roy stated there are several recognitions.  This evening we would like 
to recognize and thank our student board representatives for this school 
year.  Director Amato is going to present the certificates.  We would like to 
recognize Dhanu and Niha for their monthly reports from their high schools 
and wish them well as they move ahead with graduation and onward.  You 
have been outstanding role models for our students and representatives at 
the board level. From the very first meeting, I was amazingly surprised and 
delighted with the quality of your reports.  They were well delivered and 
well written, and I thank you for the time that you both took to put those 
reports together, and we’ll miss you next year and good luck. 
 
When you look at the amazing schedules these two young ladies keep and 
all of their academics and all of their extracurricular activities and then to be 
at our meetings, as well, on a monthly basis and to provide the detailed 
reports, it is very impressive and very much appreciated.  Although the 
alternate reps for this year are not able to be with us, they had other 
commitments this evening, Marissa Langley from Freedom and Darah 
Donaher from Liberty, they will step into the roles as our regular student 
board representatives next year.  We look forward to welcoming them in 

DR. ROY 
STAFF/STUDENT 
RECOGNITION 
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September.   

President Cann offered Courtesy of the Floor to visitors.  Speakers are 
asked to come to the podium, stating their name and address.  Public 
comment in the first session is limited to 30 minutes and is for agenda items 
only.  The second courtesy of the floor will be for any district concerns or 
business.  Speakers are limited to three minutes each.  The board requests 
that, when possible, all individuals supporting a like position on a topic 
select a speaker to present their views to avoid repetition.  If that is not 
possible, all are welcome to speak.  As per school board policy, generally, 
speakers are limited to taxpayers, residents, or employees of this school 
district.  At the conclusion of the regular school board meeting, another 
block of time will be allocated for public comment.  At that time, the same 
rules will apply.  It is asked that speakers observe proper decorum, without 
personal attacks towards a specific individual or individuals.  It is not the 
custom for the board to enter into a dialogue at these meetings about 
concerns.  However, the board does listen with care to issues raised.  
Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by the administration. 
 
President Cann asked if there was anyone who would like to speak at 
Courtesy of the Floor for agenda items only.  Seeing none, she said they 
will continue with reports of their student representatives. 
 

COURTESY 
OF THE FLOOR 
TO VISITORS 

FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL- Dhanu Thiyagarajan stated:  Good evening.  
Freedom High School has been having an ecstatic month of May.  All of the 
underclassman are hyped for summer with only about two weeks of school 
left.  The seniors on the other hand are very excited, yet depressed about 
leaving their home, their high school.  They have all had some wonderful 
experiences at Freedom and are very enthusiastic about moving on to the 
new chapters of their lives.  The seniors have been celebrating in the past 
couple of days.  We took a trip to Six Flags on Friday.  We have showing of 
our spirit and excitement of graduating in the past week with the senior 
spirit days being Elementary School Monday, Tie Dye Tuesday, Senior 
Citizens Wednesday, Dress Up for Success Thursday, Senior Spirit Monday 
and College Board Tuesday.  We all thank the district for a wonderful 
schooling experience.  The seniors celebrate leaving Freedom with their last 
day of school tomorrow. Finals follow, Wednesday and Thursday with 
makeup’s this Friday. The senior breakfast will be held on June 3rd with 
graduation practices on the 3rd, 6th and 7th.  Freedom High School’s 
graduation will be held at Stabler at 7:00 p.m. on June 7th.  Underclassman 
are currently preparing for the final days of classes and their respective 
finals.  Their finals will be held on June 3rd and 6th with makeups on the 7th.  
They are all studying hard, not only for their finals, but many juniors are 
taking their SAT’s on June 4th.  Many juniors have also currently submitted 
their applications for Dual Enrollment at local colleges, which include 
Moravian, Lehigh and others.  The annual academic awards banquet was 
held on May 19th in the FHS auditorium.  Many wonderful students were 
recognized for their academic achievements earning various awards in 
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academics, music and community service.  The annual sports ceremony will 
be held tomorrow, May 24th in the auditorium.  Students playing various 
sports at Freedom will be recognized.  French Club had their annual French 
presentation in the black box theatre.  The title was Francophone in 80 days 
and various French influenced countries were represented and presented.  
The second “Mike Night” for the school year was held on the 20th and was 
another great success with many wonderful performances.  I would like to 
convey a personal thanks to the school board for giving me a wonderful two 
years as being Freedom’s student representative. I have had great enjoyment 
talking about Freedom and the wonderful achievements that have been 
made by the school.  Thank you very much and have a wonderful night. 
 
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL – Niharka Pendurthi stated: Good evening.  
Tonight Mrs. Durante and Mr. Wagner are with the crew of MTV and 80 
selected seniors who will along with the first round of staff will be taping a 
surprise documentary.  We are very excited about this opportunity, and we 
look forward to seeing what this will come about to be.  I think it is a 
surprise for most of us.  On May 17th, we hosted our academic achievement 
ceremony where we also gave awards to students with high community 
service hours as well as students with GPA’s exceeding 3.75.  At this 
awards ceremony, Senior, Brian Newton was honored by Coca Cola, and he 
also took the opportunity to nominate a distinguished teacher, Mrs. Chickey 
as his distinguished educator.  Last night we hosted our Athletic Award 
Ceremony in which we honored all of our athletes and gave out special 
awards and scholarships.  We recognized Sam Senecca as a retiring athletic 
director.  We hosted our class officer election as well as we have just started 
interviewing for our latest school board representative.  We hosted Special 
Olympics on May 5th in our stadium, and the Miller Blood Drive Breakfast 
banquet was for the committee representatives of the National Honor 
Society.  We hosted our First Company concert and art show on May 7th 
and both events exceeded expectations in terms of outcome.  In terms of the 
success rate, it was great.  Undeniably the greatest opportunity this month 
was to see the SADD crash assembly which was an opportunity where the 
students were able to see an actual car crash and everything from the jaws 
of life were used up until an air lifted helicopter.  It sent a powerful message 
to students not to drink and drive.  We also hosted Prom on May 14th.  
Lastly, seniors are looking forward to moving forward into graduation.  We 
are winding down, and we are lamenting our last day tomorrow.  In all, I 
would just like to thank you all so much for this opportunity.  I have learned 
so much, and I feel that this position is so important in terms of becoming a 
medium for Liberty High School students to express what is going on at our 
schools, so that we can best represent as a board to the community.  So 
thank you very much, and I wish Darah all the luck with her pursuit with 
this position next year.  Thank you so much. 
 
President Cann called for a motion for approval of the minutes for the April 
7th – Budget Workshop.    
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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Director Faccinetto made a motion to accept the minutes which was 
seconded by Director Ortiz. 
 
President Cann called for a voice vote to approve the minutes.  The motion 
was passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Motion passes 8-0 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT 
MINUTES 
 
VOICE VOTE TO ACCEPT 
MINUTES 

President Cann called for a motion for approval of the April 11th – Board 
Curriculum Committee Meeting, and May 2nd – Human Resources 
Committee Meeting. 
 
Director McKeon made a motion to accept the committee meeting minutes 
which was seconded by Director Burkhardt. 
 
President Cann called for a voice vote to approve the committee meeting 
minutes.  The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Motion passes 8-0 
 

APPROVAL OF 
COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT 
COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

VOICE VOTE TO ACCEPT 
MINUTES 

President Cann called for approval of the Financial Report/Payment of 
Bills.  
 
Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to 
accept the Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Item number 23, 24, and 
25).  
 
President Cann asked if there was any discussion on the Financial 
Report/Payment of Bills. 
 

President Cann asked for a roll call vote. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, 
Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Leeson, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, and President 
Cann. 
 
The motion passes 8-0 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
FINANCIAL 
REPORT/PAYMENT OF 
BILLS 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
 

President Cann stated:  We had an executive session prior to this meeting to 
discuss discipline and negotiations and legal advice regarding assessment 
appeals.  We will have another executive session following this meeting to 
continue some discussions on personnel items.   

PRESIDENT’S 
COMMUNICATIONS  

Dr. Roy stated:  Thank you President Cann.  Just two reminders, the Budget 
Hearing scheduled for Wednesday, May 25th has been postponed until 
Wednesday, June 8th at 6:00 p.m. here in this room at East Hills Middle 
School, and on June 13th there is a Special Board Meeting followed by the 
Board Facilities and Finance Committee meetings.  That also will be held 
here at East Hills Middle School.  We will begin with the Special Board 
Meeting at 6:00 p.m. for board action on the adoption of the final budget 

SUPERINTENDENTS 
REPORT/ 
RECOGNITION 



May 23, 2011 
 

Page 5 of 87 

and other matters that may come before the board.   

President Cann asked if there was any unfinished business anyone on the 
board would like to discuss. Seeing none, President Cann moved to 
Recommendations of the Administration. 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  There are a couple of corrections. First, there is a hand 
carry nomination, which is page 10-1, #9 – Nominations for district wide 
speech therapist that was distributed to the board.  Also, there is a correction 
on page 8, #4 –a retirement date for Ms. Iris Martinez should read June 30th, 
2011.  The retirement date was incorrect.  Finally, under Nominations, page 
16, #32 and #33.  We have the source of funding and it should read tuition 
funding because those are high school summer school positions and that is 
self-funded, students pay for the courses. It currently indicates a grant fund 
and it should accurately read tuition funded.  Thank you. 
 
President Cann stated:  They will be noted as corrected by Dr. Roy. 
 
Director Leeson asked:  Did we have any student’s disciplines that were 
being pulled as well?   
 
Dr. Roy stated: Three student discipline items will be pulled from the 
agenda.  I will read the I.D. #’s.  Under #4 on the Table of Contents Page – 
#0952526 will be pulled and not be acted on and also #0962993 will be 
pulled and not be acted on and #1007303 will be pulled and not be acted on. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
THE ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Cann asked for a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration (Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, and 22) as revised. 
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration. Director Ortiz seconded the motion. 
 
President Cann asked if anyone would like to pull any of these of these 
items for discussion. 
 
Director Tenaglia pulled Item #21. 
 
 
Director Leeson pulled Item #1 and Item #9. 
 
 
 
Director Leeson asked:  Regarding Item #14, are we voting on this or are 
we going to do the individual ballot that is at our place? 
 
Director Ortiz pulled Item #10. 
 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT  
RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
THE ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM #21, 
PAGE 33 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM #1, 
PAGE 1, DISCUSSION 
ITEM #9, PAGE 21 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM #14, 
PAGE 26 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM #10, 
PAGE 22 
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Director Leeson also pulled Item #6. 
	
  
 
President Cann asked for a roll call vote to accept Item #2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 22.   
	
  
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Directors Amato, Yea to 
all except Nay - Item #4 #0952410, #0965481; Burkhardt – Yea to all; 
Faccinetto – Yea to all; Leeson, Yea to all except #4 – Nay  #0952410 and 
#0965481; McKeon – Yea to all; Ortiz – Yea to all; Tenaglia, Yea to all 
except Item #4 Nay - #0952410 and #0965481; and President Cann – Yea to 
all. 
	
  
Motion passes 5-3 for Item #4. 
Motion passes 8-0 for Item #2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 19, 
20 and 22. 
 
President Cann stated:  We will take a roll call vote on items 1, 6, 9, 10, and 
21. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Directors Amato – Yea to 
all except nay to 1, 21; Burkhardt – Yea to all except nay 1, abstain from no 
page 18, section 9, group 38; Faccinetto – Yea to all except 1; Leeson – Yea 
to all except nay to 1, 6, 21, abstain 9; McKeon – Yea to all except nay to 1; 
Ortiz – Yea to all; Tenaglia, Yea to all except 1, 21; and President Cann – 
Yea to all. 
Item #1 – Motion fails 2-6 
Item #6 – Motion passes 7-1 
Item #9 – Motion passes 6-0-2 
Item #10 – Motion passes 8-0 
Item #21 – Motion passes 5-3 
 

DISCUSSION ITEM #6, 
PAGE 6 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE ITEMS 
2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 AND 
22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE ITEMS 
1, 6, 9, 10 AND 21 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #1 
 
Director Leeson stated:  I understand that our administration reviewed the Lehigh Valley Academy Charter 
School and found them to be doing a fine academic job.  I don’t have an argument with this school, but I do 
have a problem that our Governor has unilaterally decided to change the rules for the payment of Charter 
Schools and is no longer going to pay their portion of the Charter School bill to our school district.  This 
means that as of next year, a Charter School student will cost our tax payers more than the public school 
student will because we will not be reimbursed by the state for a Charter School student.  Now because of 
that and for a second reason, this particular Charter School is holding a 21 percent fund balance. As a 
district, we are required to keep our fund balance under eight (8) percent, and I don’t know but I am 
assuming that they do not have the same restrictions as our district.  Again, this is taxpayer money that is 
sitting in a fund balance, and I think that a 21 percent fund balance is excessive at this point. For those 
reasons, I will be voting no on the Charter School, but I do want it clear that I understand that this school is 
doing a fine academic job for their students.   
President Cann stated:  We will take a roll call vote on items 1, 6, 9, 10, and 21. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Directors Amato – Yea to all except nay to 1, 21; 
Burkhardt – Yea to all except nay 1, abstain from no page 18, section 9, group 38; Faccinetto – Yea to all 
except 1; Leeson – Yea to all except nay to 1, 6, 21, abstain 9; McKeon – Yea to all except nay to 1; Ortiz – 
Yea to all; Tenaglia, Yea to all except 1, 21; and President Cann – Yea to all. 
Item #1 – Motion fails 2-6 
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Item #6 – Motion passes 7-1 
Item #9 – Motion passes 6-0-2 
Item #10 – Motion passes 8-0 
Item #21 – Motion passes 5-3 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #6 
 
Director Leeson stated:  Regarding field trip attendance, I see that we are approving a cruise.  Did we 
approve this previously? 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  Do you mean has this been a previous trip that was a cruise? 
 
Director Leeson stated:  No. Did the board approve this trip? 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  I do not believe so, that is why we are bringing it here this evening.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  This is the first time that I know of that we’re approving a cruise, and I would like 
to know if this is considered their once in every four years out of the country trip?   
 
Mr. Moran stated:  I believe that it was about eight (8) years ago that the choir from Freedom also took a 
cruise that was board approved for a number of days.  To answer your question, yes, this is their once in 
every four years out of the country international trip.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  This is the first time that the band is going on a cruise.  Is that correct? 
 
Mr. Moran stated:  That is correct.  Also, just for clarification on that, it wasn’t put into the permission slip 
that I filled out for the trip, but this will be involving the entire music department, not just the band but also 
the orchestra, the jazz ensemble, and the choirs. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  This will be their once in four years trip and what is the purpose of the Festival at 
Sea trip. 
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Mr. Moran stated:  The Festival at Sea is an adjudication trip, meaning that all the ensembles that will be 
going on the trip would have the opportunity to perform in front of music educators and a judicators for 
evaluation and for rating and award.  We also on part of the trip are going to be stopping at the Kennedy 
Space Center, with a possible opportunity to perform there.    
 
President Cann stated:  We will take a roll call vote on items 1, 6, 9, 10, and 21. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Directors Amato – Yea to all except nay to 1, 21; 
Burkhardt – Yea to all except nay 1, abstain from no page 18, section 9, group 38; Faccinetto – Yea to all 
except 1; Leeson – Yea to all except nay to 1, 6, 21, abstain 9; McKeon – Yea to all except nay to 1; Ortiz – 
Yea to all; Tenaglia, Yea to all except 1, 21; and President Cann – Yea to all. 
 
Item #1 – Motion fails 2-6 
Item #6 – Motion passes 7-1 
Item #9 – Motion passes 6-0-2 
Item #10 – Motion passes 8-0 
Item #21 – Motion passes 5-3 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #9 
 
Director Leeson stated:  On Item #9, we are being asked to approve a number of people for summer school, 
and I’d like to ask again, what is the summer school that we are providing in the elementary and the middle 
schools.  I understand that it is only going until the end of June because of the funding, but what exactly is 
it, and what are we doing with the summer school.   
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  There will be tutoring that will be provided with academic intervention through the 
teachers, the elementary school teachers and it will be provided in math and reading, similar to what was 
provided during the academic year through tutoring funds, EAP - Educational Assistance Program) 
funding, formerly known as TIP – Tutoring in Pennsylvania. 
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Director Leeson stated:  Mrs. Tate, do you know how the students are being identified for this tutoring 
help? 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  They are being identified as those students who are in need of academic instruction and 
extra time for learning either through 4sight testing or Dibbles or some of the other assessments that are 
done at the elementary level. 
 
 
Director Leeson asked:  Are you familiar with what type of summer school program we are doing at the 
middle school. 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  For the tutoring portion which will be tutoring in Pennsylvania or PA Pact funding that 
will be hand and hand. A seamless delivery of services, hand in hand with the Cohort 5 Academic 21st 
Century Program, so there will be some tutoring.  There will also be Enrichment and Recreational 
programming through another grant source.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  For enrichment and recreational programs at the middle school, how are these 
students being identified for the programs?   
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  They are also students who are identified as being in need of academic interventions.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  The enrichment and the recreational programs are these in need students or are 
these going to be self-selecting students? 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  These are students that are targeted. The guidelines of the 21st Century Community 
Learning Center programs require that they be a targeted population of students who are identified for 
being in need of academic interventions. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  Thank you very much.  I had an additional question and I know have already asked 
it, but the needs of the Special Ed Department, and I see again I think that Mr. Agretto and I have a 
difference of philosophy on this particular issue.  I would like to see us have a not to exceed number and at 
least try to budget and have some type of number in these columns for our summer programs.  Mr. Agretto, 
I know that this is testing.   Is testing year round or is there anytime of the year when testing is particularly 
light. 
 
Mr. Agretto stated:  I can provide some statistics for you.  In short, no, there is no light time, it is not just 
referrals as I mentioned to you from the schools.  We get referrals from our non-publics; we get referrals 
from parents; we get referrals as transfer students come into our school district.  Not only are we looking at 
special education eligibility, but gifted eligibility as well.  We also have mandated reevaluations on the 
2,250 students that currently have IEP’s and so that averages to about 750 or so a year that we have to 
provide reevaluations for the current students in the program. Therefore, we are busy all year long and on 
top of that, we have early intervention students who are identified to us in February and our numbers are 
the highest of the 13 school districts that the IU encumbers, and there are about 110 or so and we have to 
provide evaluations for them because many of those students are at risk and/or are already eligible due to a 
developmental disability or a speech language disability, so we have to assess those students as well. There 
is no down time for testing in the Bethlehem Area School District. 
 
Director Leeson asked:  Is there any reason that we should look at full time people for testing? 
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Mr. Agretto stated:  Well, certainly that can be approached, and we can discuss that at another time. I 
would be in favor of that but that would cost us more money.  To answer your question, we are busy all 
year long. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  Thank you. 
 
Dr. Donaher stated:  Director Leeson I would just like to flush out a little bit more about the middle school 
summer school.  We will be bringing to the board in June a proposal for a middle school district wide 
summer school program that we have run for the past couple years.  We have been in discussion with our 
middle school administrators.  This had been a $25,000 line item in the budget that was removed, but after 
talking to the administrators, these are students who in the middle schools have failed 2 core subjects or the 
same subject two years in a row.  They need to go to summer school in order to be promoted to the next 
grade level.  Those students are going to be remanded back to the middle school to be surfaced perhaps 
through the programs that Mrs. Tate just spoke to you about.  The schools felt that it was not in the 
student’s best interest to be in those programs and that we still continue to do a middle school summer 
school program district based and they felt so strongly about that that they were willing to dedicate 
individual building budget money to support that program and that is what will be brought to you in June 
and the June agenda which will run for the entire month of July.  Those students will be in school everyday 
in July beginning July 5th, 3 hours a day from 9:00 to 12 noon, everyday Monday thru Friday and that is 
very similar to the program we ran last year.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  Dr. Donaher, why aren’t we starting that in June and using our TIP and our PA 
Pact money to start that in June and continue you through then. 
 
Dr. Roy stated:  Excellent question and that was my question.  We can’t do it because it has to be for 
tutoring and not for remediation in course makeup; that doesn’t meet the requirements of the tutoring grant.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  The PA Pact funds though I believe, we have a little more leeway, is that correct? 
 
Mrs. Tate stated:  That is correct, however, that would be supplanting in terms of offering what was 
previously provided by school general operating budget, to be put towards the grant funding would be 
supplanting and that is not allowable. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  I am envisioning a new program.   
 
President Cann stated:  We will take a roll call vote on items 1, 6, 9, 10, and 21. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Directors Amato – Yea to all except nay to 1, 21; 
Burkhardt – Yea to all except nay 1, abstain from no page 18, section 9, group 38; Faccinetto – Yea to all 
except 1; Leeson – Yea to all except nay to 1, 6, 21, abstain 9; McKeon – Yea to all except nay to 1; Ortiz – 
Yea to all; Tenaglia, Yea to all except 1, 21; and President Cann – Yea to all. 
 
Item #1 – Motion fails 2-6 
Item #6 – Motion passes 7-1 
Item #9 – Motion passes 6-0-2 
Item #10 – Motion passes 8-0 
Item #21 – Motion passes 5-3	
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NO DISCUSSION ITEM #10 
 
Director Ortiz stated:  I looked at it and I am ok with it. 
	
  
President Cann stated:  We will take a roll call vote on items 1, 6, 9, 10, and 21. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Directors Amato – Yea to all except nay to 1, 21; 
Burkhardt – Yea to all except nay 1, abstain from no page 18, section 9, group 38; Faccinetto – Yea to all 
except 1; Leeson – Yea to all except nay to 1, 6, 21, abstain 9; McKeon – Yea to all except nay to 1; Ortiz – 
Yea to all; Tenaglia, Yea to all except 1, 21; and President Cann – Yea to all. 
 
Item #1 – Motion fails 2-6 
Item #6 – Motion passes 7-1 
Item #9 – Motion passes 6-0-2 
Item #10 – Motion passes 8-0 
Item #21 – Motion passes 5-3	
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
 
Director Leeson asked:  Regarding Item #14, are we voting on this or are we going to do the individual 
ballot that is at our place? 
 
President Cann asked:  Mrs. Gober, could you advise us on that? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated:  The way that the instructions read, is that a report of the election will be prepared and 
recorded in the minutes, so I would suggest that it would require a vote during the meeting and then 
followed by the ballot that includes your signature to confirm your vote. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #21 
 
Director Tenaglia stated:  This first came to the board’s attention back in the April Finance Meeting, and at 
that time, we were presented with a presentation by one vendor only. There was additional discussion at the 
April Budget Meeting. There was also an update at the May Finance Committee Meeting. However, even 
on the May Finance agenda it was not on the Finance Committee agenda for inclusion in the May Monthly 
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Meeting agenda.  For that reason, I have a motion that we table this recommendation based upon the lack of 
a polling of the board for placement on the agenda at the May Finance Meeting. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  I second that motion. 
 
President Cann stated:  We will take a Roll Call Vote on whether to Table item #21 for this evening.  The 
question was called with roll call as follows:   
Yea, Directors Amato, Leeson, McKeon, Tenaglia; Nay, Directors Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Ortiz, and 
President Cann. 
 
Motion fails 4-4 
 
Item #21 is not tabled. 
 
President Cann stated:  I appreciate what the folks that are saying, they wanted it tabled, but since we have 
enough folks that are ready to move forward, that is what we are going to do. 
 
Director Tenaglia stated:  I have an additional comment on the item.  I will be voting no for three reasons. 
The first as I stated previously, this is a solution in search of a problem.  The administration has failed to 
demonstrate a need for change in the current methodology of delinquent real estate tax collection.  As of 
April 2011, the BASD has collected $2,800,000 more in current real estate taxes then was budgeted. In a 
memorandum to the board dated, May 6, 2011, the administration provided the number of parcels that were 
deemed delinquent for the period 2005 – 2010.  In 2010 the number of delinquent parcels was 1,853l; 160 
less than that of the previous year and the lowest number in the past six years.  During the worst recession 
since the great depression, no social security, cost of living increase for the past two years except in school 
district real estate tax increases of five (5) and six (6) percent. Our citizens are making great efforts to stay 
current on their tax payments, but to me the administration has failed to demonstrate a need for a change.   
 
Point #2, the different selection process.  The request to change the method of delinquent tax collection was 
first presented to the board at the April Finance Committee Meeting with a presentation by Portnoff Law 
Associates.  At that time, we were told the decision was needed prior to April 15th.  Subsequently we 
learned that in fact the delinquency had been submitted to the county tax bureau back in January.  Now that 
there is no longer urgency for action, why not follow the RFP process, a process that we have used for the 
selection for other professional services, such as solicitor, auditor, and financial advisor.  The 
administration presented only one vendor for us to consider, and an RFP would remedy that by allowing us 
to provide the criteria for selection and then all those who wish to submit a proposal could do so. 
 
Point #3, the recommendation to retain Portnoff.  The case of Rothenlene vs. Portnoff Law associates is 
troubling.  The decision used rather strong language we got in Portnoff’s conduct, including “the 
defendant’s refuse to obey the law and failed to even notify their clients that significant decision forbidding 
their collective practices had been handed down.  The decision was significant after being included in the 
American Bar Association law journal, which also quoted from the decision.  This cavalier attitude toward 
keeping the money of citizens whose homes have been sold that are entitled by law to the proceeds of the 
sale cannot possibly be considered mistake, misunderstanding of the pellet decision of vain hope of 
reversal.  This could only be considered a knowing and intentional decision to retain and improperly obtain 
funds.  Is this truly someone we wish to partner with in the collection of real estate delinquent taxes?  I 
think not and will be voting no. 
 
President Cann asked:  Would anyone else like to comment on this topic? 
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Director Leeson stated:  I would like to make a motion; I believe that the board had asked for an RFP at the 
April Meeting, but I will make a motion at this time that we pursue an RFP for the services to collect the 
delinquent taxes.   
 
President Cann stated:  There is a motion and second to vote on the resolution as presented. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  I will be voting no and I will be voting no for many of the same reasons that 
Director Tenaglia expressed, and I was very concerned reading the full opinion as Director Tenaglia 
outlined with the type of description of this issue.   
 
Dr. Roy stated:  I appreciate the concerns that were expressed, and I will just reiterate I guess that the 
purpose in looking to do something different with our delinquent real estate collection was to look into 
raise additional funds for the 2011-2012 budget. We estimated conservatively that we could bring in an 
additional $500,000.  We did check references with local school districts, about six local school districts, 
the City of Bethlehem, the City of Allentown, who have used Portnoff and all, provided positive 
recommendations. At the May Finance Committee Meeting, we did share information on two other vendors 
that collect delinquent taxes for districts, but they do it differently than Portnoff. The upfront cost is the 
cost of a mailing to the district, which is then repaid as the taxes are collected by Portnoff.  There are not 
additional fees to the district with the other vendors. They do it on a loan basis where they loan the 
delinquent tax money to the district and then get paid back as they collect the taxes. So upfront it is the 
district in essence taking a loan on those rather than waiting to collect them directly as Portnoff would.  I 
was not prepared to recommend that we incur any additional debt through the delinquent collection 
process.  It is also hard as we heard last time at our May Meeting, Mrs. Gober shared from a representative 
from another district, that once you get into that cycle of borrowing and then paying it back as the 
delinquents come in, it is hard to get out of that cycle.  We don’t get into that cycle with Portnoff.  Portnoff 
has positive recommendations from many of our neighbors who have used them for years.  We think it will 
generate an additional $500,000 in revenue for 2011-2012, so I would ask the board to approve the 
recommendation. 
 
Director Leeson stated:  President Cann, respectfully, we have had a very bad experience with the Financial 
Advisor.  That Financial Advisor is still being used and other community and other districts would 
recommend that financial advisor as well.  So, the recommendation is not necessarily the only reason for us 
to choose a particular professional service, and I feel that we were well served by using an RFP process in 
choosing a financial advisor, and I agree that I think that that is a process by which we have an opportunity 
to really see the different services that are available to all of us, it is the best way for the board to choose 
professional services. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated:  It is troubling to me that we would overlook a way of gathering perhaps 
$500,000 to our budget, it is also equally troubling that there are well over 1,000 pieces of property that a 
person or organization is not paying their taxes.  I think that that is a slap in the face to the thousands of 
homeowners and others that are doing what they are expected to do.  I can remember reading articles where 
there are people who do this on purpose.   They put off to the very last minute until it is almost at an upset 
sale and then all of sudden they can come forward and pay the taxes which could be two, two and a half or 
three years from when the real estate tax was owed. I simply don’t see the problem with using this 
organization for a year, see how it goes, and see what kind of return we get on this investment. 
 
Director Tenaglia stated:  Well, we know have a process where we see one recommendation, we question 
it, the administration comes back to us and says we picked two other people to look at, and we feel our 
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recommendation is still valid.  Why not put an RFP out there to let anyone who wishes to apply?  
Additionally why not go back to the county, as the superintendent said he had conversations with the 
county for increased tax collection efforts on their behalf at the April Budget Meeting?  If you’re concerned 
about the process, why not give the county the opportunity to see if they have a solution to increase the tax 
collections. Yes, the 1,800 number is troubling, but it is the lowest number in the last six years.   
 
Director Burkhardt stated:  As a response, I would simply say that I do trust our administration to be able to 
bring recommendations to us, and they have done their homework in terms of looking at other 
organizations that do similar services. Is there somebody out there, that possibly could come forward, 
perhaps, but I believe that we have hired people to do some of these things for us as well, and I don’t quite 
see the need for the RFP to the degree that you are saying. 
 
Director Tenaglia stated:  I sent an email to the board, and I pointed out to the board, that the previous 
administration wished for us to continue with the individual who had brought to us, our now infamous 
swaps, in 75 percent variable rate debt and that individual is still considered a preferred vendor by the 
PSBA.   
 
Dr. Roy stated:  I would like to just mention, and I appreciate the opportunity to talk with Director Tenaglia 
last week about this as well that the RFP process is an appropriate process to use. In this case however, the 
scope of service is extremely narrow, it is to collect delinquent taxes for one year.  The cost to the district 
will be 0, unless they fail to collect any taxes whatsoever, then we would be reimbursed for the cost of the 
mailing, so the scope of service and the risk to the district are both quite small, and I don’t think really 
comparable to when we went through the RFP process that resulted in PFM, much larger scope of service, 
hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars and advice that we were taken from them moving into the 
future.  So, again, I encourage the board to approve this. 
 
Director Leeson stated: I just had a small clarification for Director Burkhardt.  I am not hearing that anyone 
is not concerned about collecting delinquent taxes. I think it is the process that we are using, not whether 
we are interested in collecting the taxes or not.  Just for clarification. 
 
Director Tenaglia stated:  Our scope of service as it relates to the selection of the auditor, is rather limited 
in scope and limited in service and there a past practice has been to do an RFP for that professional service. 
 
President Cann stated:  If the consensus is no on this, then Director Leeson can bring forward her motion 
for an RFP, it doesn’t mean it goes away.   
President Cann stated:  We will take a roll call vote on items 1, 6, 9, 10, and 21. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Directors Amato – Yea to all except nay to 1, 21; 
Burkhardt – Yea to all except nay 1, abstain from no page 18, section 9, group 38; Faccinetto – Yea to all 
except 1; Leeson – Yea to all except nay to 1, 6, 21, abstain 9; McKeon – Yea to all except nay to 1; Ortiz – 
Yea to all; Tenaglia, Yea to all except 1, 21; and President Cann – Yea to all. 
 
Item #1 – Motion fails 2-6 
Item #6 – Motion passes 7-1 
Item #9 – Motion passes 6-0-2 
Item #10 – Motion passes 8-0 
Item #21 – Motion passes 5-3	
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, and 22 were considered together. 
	
  



May 23, 2011 
 

Page 75 of 87 

	
  
	
  
	
  
Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and 
Payment of Bills, (Item number 23, 24, and 25).  
 
President Cann asked for a roll call vote. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Leeson, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, and President Cann. 
 
The motion passes 8-0 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and 
Payment of Bills, (Item number 23, 24, and 25).  
 
President Cann asked for a roll call vote. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Leeson, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, and President Cann. 
 
The motion passes 8-0 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and 
Payment of Bills, (Item number 23, 24, and 25).  
 
President Cann asked for a roll call vote. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Leeson, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, and President Cann. 
 
The motion passes 8-0 
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VO-TECH:  Director McKeon stated:  The Vo-Tech met on the first 
Tuesday of May.  We had some really nice pleasant news.  We are sending 
40 some students from multiple school districts to the Skills USA 
Competition.  One of the national winners last year is in a competition 
again. He is going to compete with the potential of competing in a 
worldwide Skills USA type competition. The gentlemen did some cabinetry 
work last year that was just; I’d have no thumbs or fingers if I had to do 
what he tried to do.  There was some recognition, there is going to be some 
work done on the facade of the facility because of some water issues where 
it is starting to separate, I’ll call it the stucco from the main construction of 
the building so that that work can be done.  We are meeting on the 1st of 
June because of the Bethlehem Graduations the following week.   
 
COLONIAL I.U.: Director McKeon stated: IU will not meet until this 
Wednesday evening, so I don’t have a monthly update. 
 
DUAL ENROLLMENT:  Director Ortiz stated that there was a meeting on 
May 18th and there were three members present.  There is no new 
information from the Governor since his removal of the Dual Enrollment 
from the budget.  High Schools would like to keep it.  Freedom High 
School has about 52 students and Cece will follow up and see how it can be 
done.  They handed out a fact sheet with the number of students, Freedom 
High School has 115 students, Liberty has 39, 1 home schooled, and band is 
based on race, African American -14, Asian 11 – Latino – 15, low income – 
29, so the number of courses taken are 156.  
 
DIVERSITY COMMITTEE:   
Director Ortiz stated:  Did not meet. 
 
NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE:  Director Amato stated that 
he was not able to make the last meeting because of sporting events.   
 
Director Leeson stated:  I was not able to make the last Northampton 
Community College meeting and I was not able to make the last Recreation 
Meeting either.   
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

President Cann asked if there was any new or miscellaneous business. 
 
Director McKeon stated:  I would like to address the administration.  I think 
after we finish this budget, we begin to discuss, I would think in the earliest 
July, latest August, we begin to discuss the five year plan as to how we are 
going to discuss that, knowing the out years don’t look real good at this 
point in time, and I realize they are only snapshots, but, if we could start to 
have those discussions in the Finance Meetings, I would appreciate it.   
 
Dr. Silva stated:  Special Alert:  The storm tornado has shifted a little bit 
further south. We should wrap it up. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS/ 
MISCELLANEOUS 
BUSINESS 
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President Cann stated:  Any thing that anybody needs to talk about, we’ll 
have to do it another day. 
 
Courtesy of the Floor to Visitors.   
 
Steve Antalics 
737 Ridge Street, Bethlehem, Pa 
 
Mr. Antalics stated:  Many years ago, when I was in Broughal and finished 
Broughal and went to Liberty, I found out something very interesting; there 
was a fraternity at Liberty which invited the best students, first class 
citizens, achievers, and your noted. As a pledge you were to wear a little red 
tie. It was a string tie and you were identified as a pledge to this very 
superior fraternity and a funny thing was I was never invited and none of us 
were invited.   We felt that we were second class but the trick was that if 
you went to Nitschmann you were a candidate, so there was a very 
discriminating thing there. The Southside Broughal people could never have 
been invited, but they didn’t know that, so we left the area as second class 
citizens. But after 50 years coming back to Bethlehem, I found that Mickey 
Mouse is still alive because what was projected on Broughal Middle School 
ethnics, not projected on the Latino community.  Based upon my comments 
with some of the students getting off the school bus and asking specifically 
about it, it is not a real good study, but it gave me an idea, now, for the 
thousands of dollars some schools are spending on anti bullying, 
discriminating campaigns, promoting such as activities above others to 
school is telling students essentially who should be picked on and who 
shouldn’t and in that respect, the programs are failing because the faculty 
and the advisors set up a precedent for the students to follow.   
 
President Cann interrupted Mr. Antalics to ask that due to the bad weather 
conditions, could he come to the next meeting and speak under Courtesy of 
the Floor as a number of people are concerned about the weather, but the 
Board invites him to share his comments at an upcoming meeting. 
 
No Open Forum due to a tornado warning and shelter alert. 

COURTESY OF THE 
FLOOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 

President Cann for a motion for adjournment due to the weather warning.  
No executive session will be held after the Regular Boarding Meeting.  
Director Ortiz made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded 
by Director Burkhardt.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Attest, 
 
Stacy M. Gober 
Board Secretary 
 
SMG:pag 
 
 


