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BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bethlehem Area 
School District was held on Monday, December 13, 2010, at 7:05 
p.m. in the Auditorium of East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester 
Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017. 
 

REGULAR 
MEETING 

President Cann called the roll: 
 
Members present:  Directors, Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Leeson, Tenaglia - 7 
 
Members absent:  Directors Amato and Follweiler 
 
Student Representatives, Niharka Pendurthi and Marisa Langley 
 
Others present:  Dr. Joseph Roy, Superintendent of Schools; 
Stacy Gober, Board Secretary; administrators, members of the 
press and other interested citizens and staff members. 
 
 

MEMBERS  
PRESENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

President Cann requested a moment of silent meditation. 
 

MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 

Dr. Roy stated that he would like to recognize two students this 
evening. The first student is a national finalist in the American 
Mathematical Society – “Who Wants To Be A Mathematician” 
competition.  Our district was notified that Shonak Patel, a senior 
at Liberty High School was selected as a national finalist in the 
American Mathematics Society competition. He stated that 
Shonak is one of 10 national finalists who will be competing in 
New Orleans on January 7th.   The contest will focus on questions 
in areas of pre-calculus, including algebra, trigonometry, and 
geometry, the history of mathematics, combinatorics, probability 
and logic.  This evening the administration and board would like 
to recognize Shonak Patel for this amazing accomplishment and 
wish him the best of luck in New Orleans on January 7th. 
 

Dr. Roy stated that the second student to be recognized for this 
evening will also follow with a brief presentation.  He would like 
to recognize Juan Carlos Rodriguez, who is a senior at Liberty 
High School.  Dr. Roy stated that for the past three summers Juan 
Carlos and his science teacher at Liberty, Amy Giannantonio, 
have been working with Rutgers on a project to decode the 

DR. ROY 
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genome.  The ongoing project is sponsored by GE Healthcare and 
the National Science Foundation.  He said that this year the 
project was decoding genome Duckweed, which is an extremely 
valuable plant for a variety of reasons and is being considered for 
an environmental remediation as a biofuel and as a livestock food 
source.  He continued that over the summer Juan Carlos worked 
on this project at Rutgers Genomic Laboratory.  Juan Carlos 
isolated and purified partial genes and sent them to GE 
Healthcare to be sequenced.  He said that when the summer 
program ended Juan Carlos continued working on this project and 
interpreted the data from Rutgers and GE Healthcare using a 
DNA Sequence Analysis Program.  Dr. Roy said that four of the 
DNA sequences have been submitted to NCBI for publication.  
NCBI is the US Government funded national resource and data 
base for molecular and biology information.  This evening, Dr. 
Roy said that the administration and board would like to 
recognize Juan Carlos for this outstanding accomplishment and 
asked that he please come forward and be recognized and then 
share his presentation with us. 
 

Ms. Giannantonio stated that she is Juan Carlos’ Science teacher 
and she would like to take this opportunity to thank Juan Carlos 
and his family for sharing with her the opportunity to work with 
such a talented young man.  She continued that Juan Carlos opted 
to drive to Rutgers every day with her over the summer through 
Route 287 traffic rather than playing video games and sleeping 
all day and instead he decided to work on a project in which they 
attempted to decode the genome of Duckweed.  She continued 
that Juan Carlos would like to tell everyone a little bit about the 
project and then she will follow up with a few thoughts. 
 

Juan Carlos stated, “Why is duckweed important?  As stated, it 
can be used as a biofuel and it is also used in environmental 
mediation and a food source for livestock.  The project was 
funded by the National Science Foundation and it was supported 
by GE Healthcare and it was held at the Rutgers University site in 
the Wokman’s Institute.   
 

The first step is pulling the Duckweed DNA and by doing this we 
insert the duckweed DNA into a bacterial vector and this helps 
the DNA of the duckweed to replicate to be able to sequence it 
and analyze it.  After we insert it, the bacteria replicates the 
duckweed DNA and grows and as the bacteria grows it also 
grows the DNA of the bacteria inside of it.  After the clone is 
done, we put it on a Petri dish and the blue cells that you see have 
no DNA and then the white cells are good and that means we do 
have DNA.  Our last step, we pick our clone, one of the white 
ones and then we grow it over night and then the last step for us 
was to separate the DNA from the bacterial DNA and to purify it.  
 

Ms. Giannantonio stated that “at that point we take the duckweed 
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clone and we do a few tests on it.  The first one we do is a PCR 
test and it stands for preliminary chain reaction. For the 
preliminary chain reaction we extract the duckweed DNA from 
the bacterial DNA and expose it to some fancy chemicals and 
then run it through the turbo cycler which exposes it to a variety 
of temperatures growing and replicating the duckweed DNA a 
million fold.  We run it on a gel through gel electro freeze 
analysis and we determine anything below that dotted line is not 
valuable DNA and anything above the dotted line is large enough 
for sequencing.  In science we need to replicate all experiments 
so we also do a restriction digest and again we separate the 
duckweed DNA from the bacterial DNA and add some more 
fancy chemicals to it and do another gel electro freeze analysis to 
determine the DNA size.  Anything that is large enough for 
sequencing we send away to GE Health- care.  GE Healthcare is 
nice enough to do the sequencing for free.  They shine a laser at 
our DNA sequence and depending on the frequency of wave 
length that’s bounced back, we get a pretty wave form with blue, 
red, black and green peaks and we determine the sequence of 
nitrogen bases from that wave form and then we use the DNA 
sequence analysis program that Rutgers pays millions of dollars 
for but is nice enough to share with us use for free and we 
interface with NCBI which is the international website and 
analyze our DNA with some graphical analysis and some other 
forms of analysis that I think I’ll skip and then we input the data 
into the Rutgers software and through several days of analysis we 
determine the value of the gene. Juan Carlos put a great deal of 
time & effort in to his analysis of this DNA sequence his entire 
summer worth of work and was lucky enough and through a lot 
of hard work was able to be published on NCBI.   
 

Mrs. Cann, thank you to both of you.  You are both an inspiration 
to other students and adults as well and she continued with a 
thank you to all the teachers and all the other people that 
supported Juan Carlos and helped in his very good work.  She 
thanked Juan Carlos for being there tonight.  
President Cann offered courtesy of the floor to visitors.  Speakers 
are asked to come to the podium, stating their name and address.  
Public comment in the first session is limited to 30 minutes and is 
for agenda items only.  The second courtesy of the floor will be 
for any district concerns or business.  Speakers are limited to 
three minutes each.  The board requests that, when possible, all 
individuals supporting a like position on a topic select a speaker 
to present their views to avoid repetition.  If that is not possible, 
all are welcome to speak.  As per school board policy, generally, 
speakers are limited to taxpayers, residents, or employees of this 
school district.  At the conclusion of the regular school board 
meeting, another block of time will be allocated for public 
comment.  At that time, the same rules will apply.  It is asked that 
speakers observe proper decorum, without personal attacks 
towards a specific individual or individuals.  It is not the custom 

COURTESY 
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for the board to enter into a dialogue at these meetings about 
concerns.  However, the board does listen with care to issues 
raised.  Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by the 
administration. 
 
Mrs. Cann stated that no one addressed the board at the first 
Courtesy of the Floor.  She stated that there will be another 
Courtesy of the Floor at the end of the meeting. 
 
 
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL – Niharika Pendurthi, student 
representative, stated, Good evening!  The icy and windy weather 
has not been slowing down Liberty students these months as they 
have excelled in scientific areas, community service and sports. 
 
She continued that last Wednesday, Benjamin Kraft of the senior 
class was honored for his scientific achievements through a pep 
rally to send him off to China where he is competing in an 
international science competition.  She stated that the story that 
leads to the pep rally was really quite special.   Stefan Tumors a 
football player who was watching Action News with his mother 
when he saw Ben Kraft on television.  He said that he wanted to 
have a pep rally for an academic achievement because he found it 
strange that we normally only honor sports in pep rallies.  She 
continued that Stefan organized the event beginning with the 
bagpipes and drums parading Ben in from his scholastic 
scrimmage match where his team had won their competition.  
The drums and bagpipes led Ben into the gym full of students 
with “I love Ben” tee shirts and gave him a standing ovation. 
 
Niharika stated that following in academic excellence, the science 
department has begun honoring the science students of the 
month.  These individuals continue to work hard and do 
exemplary work in their classroom and are rewarded with a gift 
certificate, their name in the announcement and also their name 
on the marquee outside of our school.  The November students of 
the month in science were Erica Aldred and Anthony Colon and 
December students were Effie Sarra and Lindsey Wheeler.  She 
continued that the students have been deeply engrossed in 
community services efforts like the smoke out event advocating 
against smoking by passing out brochures and book marks and 
other items.  She said that one student even dressed up as a stinky 
cigarette.   Niharika continued that Liberty plans to get involved 
with the spirit of the Lehigh Valley programs which provides 
services for the less fortunate families on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas.  She said the school has also been collecting items for 
toys for tots.  Student government is also planning the annual 
senior citizens spaghetti luncheon for this Friday and the faculty 
luncheon for this Wednesday.  She went on to say that the 
National Honor Society is busy as well as it has begun all of its 
committees, like its tutoring sessions.    Its luminaries’ committee 
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has filled over 66,000 bags for New Bethany Ministries and its 
blood drive committee also hosted a very successful blood drive 
last Friday.  Finally from National Honor Society Students In 
Action has collected a large amount of winter clothing and toys 
for the victims of the flood drive in India.  The theatre company 
has begun tryouts for the spring musical “Singing in the Rain”.  It 
will have its cast by Friday.  On the 19th of November the theatre 
company put on a production of “Sleepy Hollow” which was 
extremely successful.  Additionally, the holiday music concert 
will be hosted this Friday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 2 :00 p.m. 
in the auditorium.  Also, the Winter Arts Show will be debuting 
at the same time.  Winter sports have taken off as wrestling, 
swimming and diving and basketball have all had their first 
winter competitions.  Recently, the Basketball team participated 
in the Yasso/Rockroth tournament which raises money for 
scholarships.  On a final note, seniors and their patient counselors 
alike have been pulling their hair out trying to crank out 
applications for the big upcoming January 1st deadline.  Some 
lucky students have already been accepted to colleges like Penn 
State, University of Pittsburgh, Drexel and even Dartmouth.  
Ultimately, the December weather has done the opposite of 
slowing us down at Liberty this month. 
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL – Marisa Langley, alternate student 
representative stated Good Evening!  The month of December is 
going well for Freedom with everybody looking forward to 
Christmas break next week.  She stated that the students will also 
be receiving their third marking period report cards next week.  
She continued that the choir recently took a trip to Tennessee 
over Thanksgiving break and that the combined choir and 
orchestra concert that took place last week was magnificent.  She 
said it was a beautiful performance by all the participants.  
Marisa continued that the orchestra concert will be held this 
Wednesday and she is sure Mr.  Moran will direct the orchestra in 
having a wonderful performance.  She went on to say that many 
seniors will be finding out about their early decision choices in 
two days which will allow many students to determine their 
direction in life.  She said that most of the seniors are finalizing 
their applications and sending them out in preparation for the 
January. 1st deadline.  Marisa said that all the winter sports are 
doing quite well with the first Basketball game this past Friday 
and the other sports in the midst of their seasons.  Mrs. Wesco 
and FHS Theater Company put on a play production, “Face 
Forward” regarding the events of the holocaust.  She said that this 
play was accompanied by a day at Freedom where many classes 
were invited to see the play, talk to all the holocaust survivors 
and listen to the holocaust survivors stories.  She said it was a 
wonderful experience to understand many of the emotions that 
occurred during the time of the holocaust.  She concluded by 
saying that the Senior Class Student Council is having TGIF 
Friday fundraiser nights this Wednesday. Please call 484-788-
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President Cann stated that Item #21 is an information item. 
 

President Cann stated that there was an executive session prior to 
the Board Meeting.  At the meeting they discussed discipline, 
personnel, and some litigation matters. 

PRESIDENT’S 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Dr. Roy stated that he would like to take a minute this evening to 
recognize Mr. Tom Washington as he resigned as Assistant 
Superintendent in the school district and he congratulated him for 
being appointed Superintendent of the Penn Hills School District 
in Western Pennsylvania.  Dr. Roy stated the Mr. Washington 
had been a long time employee in the district and served the 
district in a number of different capacities.  He continued that Mr. 
Washington was someone that in their short time working 
together he had come to respect and appreciates and wanted to 
thank him and recognize him for his commitment to the children 
and to the community.  Dr. Roy said thank you Mr. Washington. 
 
 

SUPERINTENDENTS 
REPORT/ 
RECOGNITION 
 

President Cann asked if anyone had any unfinished business. 
 
Director Leeson stated that she would like to add to Dr. Roy's 
comments and congratulate Mr. Washington on a well deserved 
position.  She stated that she had the opportunity of working with 
Mr. Washington for about 10 years and through many different 
positions and the one thing of note is that Mr. Washington always 
had the children first.  First in his heart, first in his mind and in 
every decision that has come forward.  She also wanted to 
congratulate and extend her appreciation for the time that they 
had worked together. 
 
President Cann stated that she agrees Director Leeson and  
thanked Mr. Washington and also to say that the time that she has 
worked with him  made changes in the way that people think and 
made changes in the way that people approached things and that 
those changes will last long after he moves to his new position.  
She continued that Mr. Washington was leaving quite a legacy. 
 
President Cann asked if there was any other unfinished business. 
Seeing none, she moved onto Recommendations of the 
Administration. 

UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS 
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President Cann asked for a motion to accept the 
Recommendations of the Administration item numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18.  Director 
Leeson made a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration item numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18.  Director Follweiler seconded the 
motion. 
 
President Cann stated that she was going to pull Item #3 – 
Student Discipline – item #0971979 and item #4 – Student 
Discipline item #0952733.  She stated that the rest remain in 
place.   
 
President Cann asked if there are any items anyone wants to have 
pulled for discussion? 
 
President Cann stated that there is also an addition, Item #22 - 
Real Estate Tax Assessment Appeal Settlement with Wachovia 
Bank in Bethlehem and National Association Northampton 
County. 
 
Director McKeon stated that he will not be voting on Item #12 
since he has a family member up for reassignment. 
 
President Cann called for a roll call vote on agenda item number 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 22. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, Leeson, McKeon-except Item #12-
due to the conflict of interest regulations, Ortiz, Tenaglia. 
 
All motions passed. 
 
The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 22 were considered together. 
 

Director McKeon stated that he has a family member up for 
reassignment and would not be voting on Item #12 due to the 
conflict of interest regulations. He said he was going to sign off 
and give a copy to Attorney Spry for his records and for the board 
records. 
 

Motions passed 6-0-1 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL – ITEMS 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18,  and 22 
 
 

NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE – Director 
Leeson stated that Director Amato usually is the board’s 
reporting member but she will be report on the meeting.  Director 
Leeson stated that Northampton Community College met this 
past Thursday December 2nd and as usual they reviewed the 
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Director Leeson stated that she wanted to inform the board about 
a wonderful opportunity that is coming to them.  She said she was 
informed of a possibility of a grant called “Gateway to College” 
and that this is an opportunity for students who have dropped out 
of college.  She continued that it is an opportunity that they 
would be looking at in combination with Northampton 
Community College.  Director Leeson said that she has talked to 
Dr. Roy and Dr. Scott at Northampton Community College and 
they stated that they would be very interested in pursuing it.  She 
continued that she believes that they as a district are also 
beginning to take a closer look at this opportunity.  She said it is 
funding from the Gates Foundation, The Melinda and Bill Gates 
Foundation, and it is targeting drop out students.  She said that 
this only is offered here once every three or four years.  She 
continued that it is a competitive process and they are certainly 
hoping and looking forward to trying to work together on an 
application.   
 
Director Burkhardt asked if they could have at least a 
preliminary comment from Mrs. Gober on the State of the Union 
based on the information she gave them a week ago about the 
fund balance. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that they have at this point a preliminary 
audit. She said the audit has not been finalized and there is still 
additional work that needs to be completed including the single 
audit work.  However, she stated that the district fund balance is 
in a positive position at the conclusion of June 30, 2010, so we 
are pleased that we are in a good place to move forward for the 
remainder of this fiscal year and moving forward beyond that.  
She said they look forward to presenting this years audit report 
sometime at the February Board meeting where they can detail 
the specifics of some one-time revenues that they were able to 
realize during the 2009-2010 year that got the district in a 
positive financial position going forward. 
 
Director Leeson asked Mrs. Gober to what was the extent of the 
positive balance.  She said she thought that it was reported that 
they could be looking at 8 million dollars, if positive. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that she did not bring along that information, 
but it is approximately 8 millions dollars. 
 
President Leeson stated that she knew that this was preliminary 
information but asked if it had been filed with PDE at this point.    
 
Mrs. Gober stated that there has been an annual financial report 
that is filed with PDE because of the reporting deadline 
requirement that is subject to changes pending any other 
revisions from the audit team when they return to the district. 
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Dr. Roy stated that they do expect the numbers to hold up and 
that it really is a credit to the board and to the district and to 
administration from last school years to make that type of 
progress on the fund balance.  He continued that it is a really 
wonderful step and a hugely important step forward. 
 
President Leeson asked if the district started this year with about 
a 2 million dollar deficit? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that it was not 2 million dollars, but it was a 
little over a million dollars.  She again apologized that she did 
not bring that information with her. 
 
Director Leeson stated that this would be bringing us out of the 
hole and into the positives closer to 8 million dollars.  She 
continued that this was wonderful, wonderful new and is sure 
that their bond people are happy as well.  
 
President Cann thanked Director Leeson for bringing up this 
point. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated that he thinks it is important that they 
need to celebrate this information, since they have been through 
some pretty rough times and when ever things are turned around 
and moving in the right direction they need to celebrate since 
sure enough they would hear about it when they’re not. 
 
President Cann asked if there was any other new or 
miscellaneous business. 
 

Moving to courtesy of the floor to visitors.   
 

Jolene Vitalos - President of BEA 
 

Mrs. Vitalos stated that she promises to speak only 2 minutes and 
30 seconds.  Mrs. Vitalos stated the following:  “This board is 
courageous.  Contrary to public comment this week this board 
approached the process of bargaining our contract no differently 
than it has since the strike of 1992 -- discretely as Sunshine Law 
allows and as effectively as Bargain Law permits.   The BEA is 
genuinely appreciative of this board’s approach to begin initial 
discussions almost 2 months earlier than the legal deadline.  Our 
nation continues to demonize teachers and according to the online 
comment and editorial this week, the Lehigh Valley is no 
exception and I cannot remain silent.  Who is the BEA?  We are 
your neighbors, over 600 of us live and teach in Bethlehem and 
our children attend BASD school, scouting leaders and little 
league coaches, fans at district wide academic, athletic and music 
events, tailors of talent show costumes, members of your 
churches congregations, cupid delivering a Valentine so an 
excluded child doesn’t cry, the Easter bunny providing teddy 
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bears for the local hospital pediatric units, the tooth fairy 
donating over 2,000 items to the St. Luke’s Dental Van to open 
this school years visits to our schools.  We’re editors of over 
1,000 pieces of artwork and letters which were written to our 
soldiers in the past six weeks, surrogate parents making sure no 
child goes without a backpack, pencils, folders, a warm coat, 
mittens and seasonal clothing, authors of college 
recommendations letters, supplier of materials not in the district 
budget, but needed to bring our classroom lesson to life. We’re 
donators of our personal time, suppliers of goods and contributors 
of money to support various community organizations, such as 
the former Southside Community Center, the Salvation Army, the 
Fowler Youth Center, Cops & Kids Reading Room and the Adam 
Richey Foundation.  We have funded and volunteered senior 
citizens night at the theater throughout the last decade along with 
the BASD.   Instead of attacking us from the sidelines, please join 
our efforts.  Volunteer in your neighborhood schools to help a 
child learn to read or practice their math.  Be that positive adult 
role model and mentor so many of them desperately need.  Only 
then will the public fully understand the complexities of the 
problems facing Bethlehem children and they will then be part of 
the solution along with us.  Our district has reached AYP for two 
years running despite significant slashing of professional staff 
and support programs.  All the BEA members asked during these 
early negotiations were to be treated fairly, professionally and 
compensated comparably to other districts in the two county 
areas. We are not the highest paid teachers in the Lehigh Valley 
although upwards of 70% of us do hold Masters Degrees or 
beyond, and we do encounter a higher volume of complex social 
issues than other area districts. The BEA, the BASD 
administration and the Board of Directors cannot possibly solve 
all of societies issues but we can remain committed to plan for 
and deliver the tools and the time necessary to foster life long 
learning in our students.  We are appreciative to this board that 
you took the time to research a fair and fiscally responsible three- 
year contract for our 1000 plus members.  Thank you very 
much”. 
 

President Cann stated thank you to Mrs. Vitalos for her gracious 
comments and she wanted to reciprocate by thanking Mrs. 
Vitalos and her team for the spirit of cooperation that they 
brought to the table and the integrity that they brought to the 
table. 
 
 

Steve Antalics 
737 Ridge Street, Bethlehem, PA 
 

Mr. Antalics stated the following: “This is my dovetail on what 
Mrs. Vitalos had said.  I didn’t expect her comment, but I was 
previed to a very indepth study by Stanford University as to why 
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       Attest, 
 
 
       Stacy M. Gober 
       Board Secretary 
 
 
 

Moving to courtesy of the floor to visitors.   
 

Jolene Vitalos - President of BEA 
 

Mrs. Vitalos stated that she promises to speak only 2 minutes and 
30 seconds.  Mrs. Vitalos stated the following:  “This board is 
courageous.  Contrary to public comment this week this board 
approached the process of bargaining our contract no differently 
than it has since the strike of 1992 -- discretely as Sunshine Law 
allows and as effectively as Bargain Law permits.   The BEA is 
genuinely appreciative of this board’s approach to begin initial 
discussions almost 2 months earlier than the legal deadline.  Our 
nation continues to demonize teachers and according to the online 
comment and editorial this week, the Lehigh Valley is no 
exception and I cannot remain silent.  Who is the BEA?  We are 
your neighbors, over 600 of us live and teach in Bethlehem and 
our children attend BASD school, scouting leaders and little 
league coaches, fans at district wide academic, athletic and music 
events, tailors of talent show costumes, members of your 
churches congregations, cupid delivering a Valentine so an 
excluded child doesn’t cry, the Easter bunny providing teddy 
bears for the local hospital pediatric units, the tooth fairy 
donating over 2,000 items to the St. Luke’s Dental Van to open 
this school years visits to our schools.  We’re editors of over 
1,000 pieces of artwork and letters which were written to our 
soldiers in the past six weeks, surrogate parents making sure no 
child goes without a backpack, pencils, folders, a warm coat, 
mittens and seasonal clothing, authors of college 
recommendations letters, supplier of materials not in the district 
budget, but needed to bring our classroom lesson to life. We’re 
donators of our personal time, suppliers of goods and contributors 
of money to support various community organizations, such as 
the former Southside Community Center, the Salvation Army, the 
Fowler Youth Center, Cops & Kids Reading Room and the Adam 
Richey Foundation.  We have funded and volunteered senior 
citizens night at the theater throughout the last decade along with 
the BASD.   Instead of attacking us from the sidelines, please join 
our efforts.  Volunteer in your neighborhood schools to help a 
child learn to read or practice their math.  Be that positive adult 
role model and mentor so many of them desperately need.  Only 
then will the public fully understand the complexities of the 
problems facing Bethlehem children and they will then be part of 
the solution along with us.  Our district has reached AYP for two 
years running despite significant slashing of professional staff 
and support programs.  All the BEA members asked during these 
early negotiations were to be treated fairly, professionally and 
compensated comparably to other districts in the two county 
areas. We are not the highest paid teachers in the Lehigh Valley 
although upwards of 70% of us do hold Masters Degrees or 
beyond, and we do encounter a higher volume of complex social 
issues than other area districts. The BEA, the BASD 
administration and the Board of Directors cannot possibly solve 
all of societies issues but we can remain committed to plan for 
and deliver the tools and the time necessary to foster life long 
learning in our students.  We are appreciative to this board that 
you took the time to research a fair and fiscally responsible three- 
year contract for our 1000 plus members.  Thank you very 
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