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BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Bethlehem 
Area School District was held on Monday, October 25, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Auditorium of East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester Road, 
Bethlehem, PA 18017. 
 

OCTOBER 25, 2010 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR 
MEETING 

President Leeson called the roll: 
 
Members present:  Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, 
Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia, Leeson – 9 
 
All members present 
 
Student Representatives, Niharka Pendurthi and Dhanu Thiyagarajan 
 
Others present:  Dr. Joseph Roy, Superintendent of Schools; Stacy Gober, 
Board Secretary; administrators, members of the press and other interested 
citizens and staff members. 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

President Leeson requested a moment of silent meditation. 
 
 
 

MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 

Dr. Roy stated that the board and administration would like to recognize the 
National Merit Scholarship students.  He stated that four of the districts high 
school students were selected as semi finalists and five high school students 
were selected as commended students in the National Merit Scholarship 
Program.  He said that over 1.5 millions students took the 2009 preliminary 
SAT, the PSAT,  which is the National Merit Scholarship qualifying test 
last October and entered the National Merit Scholarship Program and in 
April the 50,000 highest scorers were offered college planned reporting 
service through their school and in early September some 16,000 students 
were recently designated semi finalists on a stated basis.  Dr. Roy continued 
that the semi- finalists, 16,000 out of the 1.5 million who took the test last 
October,  had an opportunity to advance to finalist standing by meeting a 
number of additional requirements.  He said that these selections occurred 
in February and the students from the Bethlehem Area School District who 
were selected as national merit semi finalists from Freedom High School 
were Terese Nelson and Soham Roy and from Liberty High School the 

DR. ROY 
STAFF/STUDENT 
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semi-finalists were Vrinda Jagota and Benjamin Kraft.  Dr. Roy extended 
the best of luck to these students, the semi finalists, in advancing to the 
finalist standing.   He stated again that this program started with 1.5 million 
test takers across the nation, it was narrowed to 50,000 of the highest 
scorers and then the 16,000 semi finalist representing 16,000 out 1.5 million 
students.  Dr. Roy stated that these were very impressive results.  He 
continued stating that the students who were recognized as being in the top 
50,000 highest scorers nationwide, who did not move on to the semifinalist 
competition, are recognized as commended students.  He stated that the 
students from the Bethelehem Area School District who were selected as 
commended students were, from Freedom High School,  Keith Bell, and 
from Liberty High School were Alexander Delluva, Grant Haines, Ryan 
Lichty and the final commended student from Liberty High School was 
Avani Pisapati.  Our final group to be recognized through the preliminary 
National Merit Scholarship Program were five high school students who 
have been selected Outstanding Participants in the National Achievement 
Scholarship Program.  Dr. Roy stated that the National Achievement 
Scholarship Program recognizes outstanding participants and was 
established in 1964 to recognize outstanding African American High School 
students based on their performance on the PSAT test.  He continued that of 
the more than 160,000 students who currently enter the National 
Achievement Program, approximately 4,700 are honored and only a group 
of 3,000 are recognized as outstanding participants.  He said that the 
outstanding participants scored in the top 3% nationwide in the national 
achievement program and the students from the Bethlehem Area School 
District who were selected as outstanding participants in the National 
Achievement School Program from Freedom High School were Kaleigh 
Birdsong and Jasmine Carter and from Liberty High School were Rayna 
Allonce,  Danielle Clennon, and there is a Liberty High School student who 
has since moved out of the district to Allentown,  but he said the district is  
claiming him as theirs and this was Christopher Williams who is also 
recognized by the National Achievement Scholarship Program.  Dr. Roy 
said that the administration and the Board of School Directors would like to 
congratulate all of these students for these great accomplishments and the 
best of luck on their academic success. 
 
 
President Leeson offered courtesy of the floor to visitors.  Speakers are 
asked to come to the podium, stating their name and address.  Public 
comment in the first session is limited to 30 minutes and is for agenda items 
only.  The second courtesy of the floor will be for any district concerns or 
business.  Speakers are limited to three minutes each.  The board requests 
that, when possible, all individuals supporting a like position on a topic 
select a speaker to present their views to avoid repetition.  If that is not 
possible, all are welcome to speak.  As per school board policy, generally, 
speakers are limited to taxpayers, residents, or employees of this school 

COURTESY 
OF THE FLOOR 
TO VISITORS 
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district.  At the conclusion of the regular school board meeting, another 
block of time will be allocated for public comment.  At that time, the same 
rules will apply.  It is asked that speakers observe proper decorum, without 
personal attacks towards a specific individual or individuals.  It is not the 
custom for the board to enter into a dialogue at these meetings about 
concerns.  However, the board does listen with care to issues raised.  
Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by the administration. 
   
President Leeson stated that the Parent Adversity Committee will not have a 
report this month, but will continue with their report next month. 
 
1.  Dana Grubb, 2420 Henderson Place, Bethlehem, PA 
 
Mr. Grubb stated that he would like to compliment the board on the 
approach taken with the Martin Tower TIF.  He continued that the board 
used an open approach and he would also like to compliment the developers 
as they have been forthcoming with the information as it has been 
requested.  He said that he thinks it has been handled a lot more publicly 
than perhaps the Beth Works TIF had been handled.  He continued that over 
a month ago, along with another interested resident, he had a chance to meet 
with the developers to discuss their proposal.  He said that it was a very 
cordial, frank and informative meeting and it finally became apparent 
during that meeting that TIF bond proceeds would not be used to remediate 
existing environmental and co concerns in the Martin Towers, but rather 
that they will be used to construct public info structure and conduct site 
clearance activities.  He continued with the fact that these public monies 
would produce public ownership of site info structure was a huge step 
forward and addressed one of her initial and very basic concerns for this 
proposal.  He said that since that meeting he has given much thought to this 
and all the concerns that the IU had about this proposal.  He continued that 
he has two other concerns and the first is the decision to expend public 
dollars on non educational work at a time when the Bethlehem Area School 
District is struggling financially and this year the real estate taxes were 
raised over 6%.  Mr. Grubb stated that Lehigh County has a 16.1 % tax 
increase on the table and the city of Bethlehem 8.5 million dollar deficits 
for 2008-2009 and this does not stand well for the rate payers either.  He 
said he would question how any elected official can justify making staffing 
and programming cuts,  recommending tax increases and then spend public 
dollars in this fashion.  He continued with over that 20 years period you 
certainly can’t promise that there will be no tax increases while this 9 ½ 
million dollars has been diverted by all three taxing entities.  He said that in 
addition, public opinion appears to be against this and one local daily 
newspaper editorial advised against the board approving it.  He said the 
developers have indicated that TIF or no TIF the project will advance and it 
makes no sense to give up much needed tax revenue for 20  years, when tax 
revenue is generated at this site can come on line sooner and be spread 
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throughout the 20 year period based on the developers promise to advance 
and complete the project.  He said that secondly, the Bethlehem Area 
School District is responsible for providing a public education to every 
student who arrives at their door whether they live at this site or elsewhere 
throughout the district, the district has the obligation no matter what the 
number’s are.  He continued that the district will be better prepared to 
educate them whenever they arrive and by accepting tax revenues as they 
come on line as opposed to waiting for 20 years.  He said that they will not 
all show up in one day but will rather need to be assimilated over time if in 
fact the census increases at all.  Mr. Grubb stated that in her opinion it is the 
best interest of the system rate payers, the students, and the educators for 
the board to vote no on this proposal. 
 
2.  Steven Antalics, 737 Ridge Street, Bethlehem, PA 
 
 
Mr. Antalics stated that there is very little known to the general public about 
this 60% majority owner who is involved in the TIF questions.  He said he 
was referring to Norton Herrick.  He said that Mr. Herrick is most often 
referred to in the press as the media mogul from New Jersey.  He said that 
this is minor holding.  He said Mr. Herrick is the owner of a multibillion 
dollar real estate company, Herrick Company, which is in Bocca Raton 
Florida.  He continued saying he breezed through their courses, produces 
Broadway shows in Hollywood films, owns a private and extensive art 
collection, owns a woman’s roller derby team, attempted to buy the San 
Diego Padres and also tried to bring major league baseball to a Florida 
town, the list goes on.  He asked why would a principal of this extensive 
wealth ask for a tax relief, simply, as good business.  He said to pursue any 
monies available whether it is a TIF at taxpayer’s expenses, he would do the 
same thing if he were in that position.  He thinks a low profile is wise.  He 
asked what would the majority of the tax paying community say if they 
were fully aware of these details. He stated that this room would be filled 
with outrageous citizens and so who must protect the financial interest of 
the public.  He said that the board of directors must act independent of 
opinions of other elected officials and resist any attempts at intimidating.  
He said that again, the board is to protect the taxpaying public and as such 
must act accordingly.  He wanted to add a postscript which he gave serious 
thought as to whether or not he should say it, but he feels he must.  He said 
he had read in the press that a member of the board felt they were being 
blackmailed and if that is the case for that member of the board to succumb 
to the blackmail and vote in favor of the TIF indicates that the pressure of 
the developer has a higher priority than a taxpayer’s interest. 
 
3.  Louis Ronca, 179 Micron Road, Bethlehem, PA 
 
TIF Plan – Mr. Ronca stated that the Bethlehem Area School District is 
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very similar to any other $200 million dollar public company; it has 
customers, the students;  has a product, education;  it has income, expenses, 
employees, property and the taxpayers;  it also has you, a Board of 
Directors, however, despite the similarities, it greatly differs in one regard,  
it has the luxury of being able to raise taxes, to increase income when the 
current level of income is not sufficient to cover expenses.  He continued 
that this is a luxury that real public companies and private businesses do not 
have.  He said it is a luxury that the residential and commercial taxpayers 
also do not have and regardless, the board has a fiduciary duty to act in the 
best interest of the districts students and taxpayers and to act without regard 
to personal preferences.  He stated that tax increment financing is permitted 
to fund public infrastructure improvements on challenging redevelopment 
projects and this project has garnered resounding support at the level of the 
government.  Mr. Ronca said the TIF will spur over $200 million dollars of 
private investment, create hundreds of jobs and insure a high quality 
development for our community and the TIF plan will benefit the district by 
producing 17 to 22 million dollars of excess tax revenues during the 20 year 
term of the plan and much higher revenues thereafter.  He continued that 
conversely a no TIF development could cause the taxpayers up to 16 
million dollars during the same period and continue to escalate thereafter.  
Mr. Ronca said these facts speak for themselves -  they are undisputed.  He 
stated that these facts were confirmed by the districts business 
administration office and then reconfirmed by the districts consultant, the 
PFM group.  He said that the PFM commented that the TIF plan is accurate, 
beneficial and of no risk to the district.  Last month a parent passionately 
spoke out against the TIF concerned that because of the districts poor 
financial condition, taxes are being raised, programs cut, and students are 
charged to play sports and other activities.  Her concerns are 100% 
legitimate.  He continued, however, this board knows that the TIF actually 
works to alleviate those very concerns and the TIF ensures that this project 
will never cause or contribute to those problems.  The TIF plan was 
presented as an option for the districts consideration and the greatest 
beneficiaries of the TIF plan are the students, parents, property owners and 
taxpayers of the district, not the developer.  He continued that he is 
speaking tonight not only in connection with the Martin Tower Property but 
also as a taxpayer with many properties in the district,  all of which have 
been impacted by the recently adopted six percent tax increase. 
 
Mr. Ronca stated in closing that it is a fiduciary travesty to purposely 
deprive the students and 38 thousand property owners in the district of the 
educational and economic benefits of the TIF plan over the concern that the 
very project causing the TIF plan will in itself benefit.  He continued that as 
a taxpayer with an understanding of the TIF plan equal to yours, he urges 
the board to vote responsibly, not emotionally, and then approve the TIF 
plan.   
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4.  Cindy Feinberg 
     Lehigh County Director of Community and Economic Development 
 
Ms. Feinberg stated that she did have an opportunity to meet with the board 
previously as did Glen Eckert, who is the Lehigh County Commissioner 
that is districted in West Bethlehem, the part of the Martin Tower Project.    
She said she applauds the board for the review, the research, and the sole 
searching they all have been doing on this project.  She said she too has sat 
on a school board for many, many years, and so she knows the 
responsibility the board has for balancing the needs of the students, the 
needs of the community and the fiscal responsibility of running the school 
board.   
 
She said that when they started this project several years ago, and they 
actually had Linda Dietrich come in and provide an independent review of 
the project for Lehigh County.  She continued that as you know the IDA, 
Industrial Development Authority,  is the group that would be responsible 
for ultimately processing this TIF if the TIF is approved.  She said she had 
Linda come in and do the independent review so they could balance what 
they knew about the community development and what was happening 
against her expertise and the appraisal market.  She said Linda came back 
with the report and it was quite favorable and she did have some 
recommendations that were also taken into account.  Ms. Feinberg said that 
they all know that they are in very difficult economic times right now.  She 
continued that things that they could be doing as a region to help create and 
solidify new economic development opportunities are beneficial for all of 
them and this is one project that on her behalf believe that it is important for 
the community to redevelop this part of West Bethlehem.  She said that as 
you also know, if it moves forward here, it would ultimately also be 
reviewed by the Lehigh County Commissioners and they have seen 
information that you have had, but not in quite detail, and they will 
definitely get that information to you so you have an opportunity to 
consider it as well.  She said that from an economic development 
perspective and the info strucuure that will be developed in this part of West 
Bethlehem, she encourages the board to approve this process and thanked 
the board for all of what you do in the community.   
 
President Lesson asked if there was anyone else who would like to address 
the board at the time on an agenda item. 
 
President Leeson stated that seeing none, we will move on to Student 
Representative Reports 
 
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL – Niharka Pendurthi student representative, 
stated Good Evening Dr. Roy, Mrs. Leeson and members of the school 
board.   

STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 
REPORTS 



	
   7	
  

 
The past month has been a blur of pink as Liberty High School has 
supported breast cancer awareness month.  We stood up against cancer by 
the extremely successful means of selling over 1000 tee shirts at Liberty, 
Nitschmann Middle School and Northeast Middle Schools, decorating 
within our school, making our football game against BECA a “pink out”, 
and even having the members of the band tape their instruments in pink.  
Last Monday, the Herald Trumpeteers and Bagpipe Corps of the Liberty 
High School Grenadier Band went to the Waldorf Astoria in New York City 
to recognize the CEO of Air Products who is a Liberty High School 
graduate.  The festivities were kicked off with a trumpet fanfare and a 
bagpipe and drum parade into the ballroom. 
 
The Liberty High School Choir also had its share of excitement as it 
performed with classical rock band Foreigner last Wednesday at the Sands 
Casino.  Foreigner also donated $1,000 dollars to Liberty’s Music Program.  
Live footage from the Foreigner Concert has recently been added to our 
daily television bulletin, which previously only displayed announcements 
and now has gone on the include fundraisers as well.   
 
Last Thursday, were Liberty High School’s parent/teacher conferences 
which moved right along on schedule and were extremely successful 
bringing in packed crowds and also great bake sale revenues.   
During Fridays “pink out” pregame, Liberty participated in its fourth annual 
teacher recognition event, where 17 senior leaders were able to recognize 
the teacher that has impacted them the most throughout their comprehensive 
education.  Students chose teachers from every grade not just high school 
education, but their comprehensive education, so they chose teachers from 
every grade from kindergarten to twelfth grade creating an extremely 
diverse group of educators.  The teachers and students were able to catch up 
and take pictures together and the honored educators received personalized 
plaques.   
 
This Wednesday, the National Honor Society is hosting its induction 
ceremony of new members.  This evening will also feature the induction of 
a surprise alumnus into the national honor society’s hall of fame.  At the 
ceremony,  the National Merit finalists will also be recognized for their 
achievements.   
 
On a final note, fall sports have been extremely successful with several 
teams attending district wide competitions.  Liberty is getting geared up for 
its spirit week, the week which is approaching rapidly.  
 
We’re coming for you Freedom. 
 
President Lesson asked if Dhanu had a response to that. 
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FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL – Dhanu Thiyagarajan, student representative 
stated that the month of October has been going well for Freedom.  The first 
marking period report cards were distributed two weeks ago.   
 
The National Honor Society Induction for new members was held on 
October 12th with about 90 new members be inducted from both grades of 
11th and 12th.  Thank you to Dr. Roy for being present.  This is the first time 
a superintendent has been present during the past six years, at the least.  The 
floor officers started off the ceremony with speeches about the four pillars 
of NHS,  Service, Leadership, Character and Scholarship.  This continued 
with new members signing the membership and lighting the candles 
officially becoming the members of NHS. 
 
Parent Teacher conferences for the first semester were held on October 21st 
and students were dismissed at noon that day in order for the teachers to 
prepare for the parents.   
 
Since the end of September to November, College representatives have 
been visiting Freedom and providing interested students with information 
about specific colleges,  so students are able to better understand the 
colleges they desire to go to and know the requirements that they must need 
to be an able candidate.  On October 6th Freedom High School had a college 
night.  Attending parents and students were introduced and reminded of the 
financial aid process with FASFA Forms and CSS forms.  They were also 
told about the college application process with the common application and 
supplements.  Parents and students equally benefited from this presentation 
and are now better prepared to apply for college.  The majority of students 
and some sophomores and freshmen took the PSAT two Saturday mornings 
ago.  While some took it to get practice for the actual SAT, some juniors are 
aiming to become National Merit Scholars.   
 
A pep rally for homecoming was held October 15th during fourth block with 
a splendid performance by the cheerleaders and additionally joined by our 
male cheerleaders, the dance company and the dance team.  The teachers 
and students homecoming court were rated by the pappparazi being 
introduced to the school.  The homecoming game was held against Nazareth 
on October 15th.  The football players tried their best; the band and 
cheerleaders gave an amazing performance with a cheerful student section 
in the freezing cold.  Freedoms homecoming dance was held October 16th in 
the Old Gym with the theme Hollywood.  The students had great fun being 
with their friends and dancing.  The homecoming court was as following:  
Tyler Modic, Amanda Murphy, Robbert Decker, Sarah Brembt, Edwin 
Mejia, Bonnee Zansitis, Taylor Close, Jocelyn Cuevas, Scott Hally, Dana 
Wetmore, Lukas Giovarelli, Emily Roebuck, Evan Bartels, Emily Liuzza, 
Jarrett Carnes, and Ashleigh Rex.  Lukas Giovarelli became the home 
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coming king and Dana Wetmore was the queen.   
 
The big rival football game against Liberty will be held on October 6th with 
a pep rally and a bon fire on the 5th.   
 
Classroom counselors are deeply organizing in preparation for spirited 
hallway decorating.  The spirit weekdays are as follows:  Halloween Day, 
Pajama Day, Decades Day, Switch Gender Day, Senior Citizens Day, and 
finally Spirit Day.   
 
All of the fall sports, with the exception of football, have come to an end or 
are coming to an end this week with teams playing their final games of the 
season.  Some teams including field hockey, soccer, and tennis have made it 
to team districts and will continue their season for a couple more weeks.  
The football team will be playing BECA this Saturday.  Boys cross country 
beat Liberty for the first time in the past 14 years.  Marielle McIntyre  
placed third in the district and first at LVC Tournament for girl’s tennis, 
along with Julie Boylan placing second at the tournaments.  Their overall 
team placed second tieing with Whitehall at the LVC tournament.  The field 
hockey team also beat Liberty placing first in districts.   
 
This year’s play presentation of Charlottes Web by the Freedom Theater 
Company is being held from October 11th to the 14th.  Tickets are on sale 
and are being sold very quickly.  The FHS band has performed in the 
Freemansburg parade and Lehigh Valley Bands Day along with their 
weekly football game appearance.  The band had a wonderful performance 
at the festival with the drum line being selected for a full band retreat.   
 
Congratulations to the many accomplishments of Freedom Students and 
Teams. 
 
President Leeson called for the approval of the minutes from the following  
August 16th – Regular Boards minutes, August 30th, Special Board Minutes, 
The September 27th Regular Board Meeting Minutes. 
 
Director McKeon made a motion to accept the minutes which was seconded 
by Director Ortiz. 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to approve the Minutes.  The 
motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Motion passes 9-0 
 
 
 
 

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
 

 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
MINUTES 
 
VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 
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President Leeson called for approval of the committee meeting minutes.  
She called for approval of the September 20th – Board Curriculum 
Committee Minute, October 4th , Board Facility Committee Minute, the 
October 4th – Board Finance Minutes, The October 11th, Board Curriculum 
Minutes, and the October 11th – Board Human Resource Minutes.   
 
Director Faccinetto made a motion to accept the Committee Meeting 
Minutes which was seconded by Director Burkhardt. 
 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to approve the committee meeting 
minutes.  The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Motion passes 9-0 
 

APPROVAL OF 
COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 
 

 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

 
VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 

President Leeson called for approval of the Financial Report/Payment of 
Bills.  
 
Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to 
accept the Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Item numbers 19, 20, 21 
and for information only – Item 22)  President Leeson stated they are at the 
point of moving the budgetary transfers, the treasurers report and the 
monthly bills.  
 
President Leeson asked if there was a discussion on the financial report or 
the treasurer’s report 
 
Director Tenaglia made a motion to table the treasurers report.   
 
President Leeson asked if there was a second to table the treasurer’s report.  
 
Director Cann seconded to table the treasurer’s report. 
 
President Leeson called for roll call vote to approve tabling the treasurer’s 
report.  Yea, Director Cann, Follweiler, Leeson, McKeon, Tenaglia 
Nay, Director Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Ortiz 
 
Motion passes 5 – 4 
 
President Leeson stated that the treasurer’s report has now been tabled. 
 
 
President Leeson stated that currently there is a motion for the budgetary 
transfers report and the monthly bills.   She asked if there were any 
questions or any comments on the budgetary transfers or the monthly bills. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
FINANCIAL 
REPORT/PAYMENT OF 
BILLS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE TO 
TABLE TREASURERS 
REPORT – ITEM #20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL TO 
APPROVE PAYMENT 
OF BILLS/TRANSFERS 
REPORT – ITEM #19, 21 
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President Leeson stated that seeing none, may we have the roll call on 
Budgetary Transfers and Monthly Bills.  Yea, Director Amato, Burkhardt, 
Cann, Faccinetto, Follweiler, Leeson,  McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia 
 
Motion passes 9-0 
 

& 22 
 
 

President Leeson stated that there was an executive session prior to the 
school board meeting, beginning at 6:00.  She stated that at that time they 
discussed personnel, student discipline and special ed litigation.  President 
Leeson said that Niharka already talked a little bit about what she wanted to 
share with everyone,  which was the wonderful evening that they spent last 
Monday up at the Waldorf Astoria.  She continued that the National Skills 
USA honored their first CEO and the honorary person was John McGlade.  
She said that John McGlade was a graduate of Liberty High School and also 
was a graduate of the Bethlehem Vo-Tech and that he credits both Vo-Tech 
and Liberty High School as being instrumental in the start of his career 
becoming the CEO of Air Products.  She said that it was really inspiring to 
be there and to see the young people from Bethlehem.  President Leeson 
said that to see Mr. McGlade being brought into this beautiful room filled 
with very influential and important people by the band front and bagpipers 
with the Fanfare trumpets along the side in the balcony, had people who 
were not from this area gasping just watching the young people.  She 
continued that they also had two representatives from the Bethlehem Vo-
Tech present.  The young gentleman spoke eloquently and also led the 
student’s presentation and other than his age, she said, it would have been 
difficult to distinguish him from the very experienced adults who were there 
that evening.  She said that it was a time to be very proud to be from 
Bethlehem.  President Leeson said that she wanted to share this with the 
board and say what a nice evening it was. 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S 
COMMUNICATIONS  

Dr. Roy stated that the Bethlehem Area School District offered free flu 
vaccine clinics to public and nonpublic students this Thursday, October 
28th from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm, at Liberty High School in the library.  He 
stated that this is the second time this was offered for the students and we 
hope that all public and non public students will be available to receive 
their shots.  Dr. Roy said he would also like to share that on October 6th, 
the district broke ground at James Buchanan Elementary School for their 
solar projects that will be planned for Freedom High School, East Hills 
Middle School, Farmersville, Spring Garden and James Buchanan.  He 
said they will be installing solar panels that are a real win for the district in 
that over time they will generate savings around electricity costs and also 
will be integrated into the science curriculum in the schools.  Dr. Roy said 
that he wanted to publicly thank Arif Fazil from D’Huy Engineering for 
his leadership in this project as well as our principal at James Buchanan, 

SUPERINTENDENTS 
REPORT/RECOGNITION 



	
   12	
  

Jill Moran, for planning the students’ performances at the ceremony. 
 
Dr. Roy stated that the district also hosted the Annual Science Fest 2010 at 
Marvine Elementary on October 17th.  He said the event was well attended 
and received the support of many local organizations to highlight the 
opportunities available to students through science.  He continued that the 
district also hosted the Vision Van Mission Project on October 4th & 5th at 
Freedom High School with their partner St. Luke’s, Community Health, 
Pearl Vision and Lens Crafters 271.  He said that students from the 
Bethlehem area were served, 256 of those students were Bethlehem School 
District Students.  Dr. Roy said the students received eye tests and glasses 
and he wanted to thank their partners, St. Lukes, Pearl Vision and Lens 
Crafters for making this happen.  He continued that he would also like to 
thank the people in the district who went above and beyond to provide this 
valuable service to the students and their families --  Kathy Hawkins is the 
Department Chair of Health Services, Dave Himmelburrger, the 
Supervisor of Transportation for transporting the students to and from the 
event,  Kim Hayes from Dining Services who provided lunch, the staff 
from the Family Centers and Aspire, Janet Tate, Vivian Robledo-Shorey 
and the staff and administrators at Freedom High School.  Dr. Roy said 
that with poor eyesight,  it only increases the challenges that many students 
face in the classroom and by being able to provide glasses to 250 some 
students is a huge accomplishment for the distinct.  Finally, he said he 
would like to share that through the Pennsylvania Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit, EITC Program, he received word from Dr. Elliot 
Susseman, the President and CEO of Lehigh Valley Health Network, that 
the Health Network will be donating $10,000 dollars to the school district 
specifically earmarked for the Science and Technology based Learning 
Academy at Broughal Middle School and he would publicly like to thank 
Dr. Susseman and the Lehigh Valley Health Network for this donation.   

 
 
President Leeson stated that we will move to unfinished business and asked 
if there was anyone who has unfinished business to bring to the board at this 
time. 
 
Director Burkhardt asked if at some point would they be apprised of why 
the treasurers report was tabled.  He asked if it was a secret among certain 
people and why have they tabled it 
 
Presidents Leeson asked Director Tenaglia why did he ask to table the 
treasurer’s report. 
 
Director Tenaglia stated that in fairness to the administration, he had been 
communicating with them since the first of the month regarding the 2009 
Bond Fund.  He said they did not receive any additional information in their 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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packet.  He continued that they have a piece of paper that was presented to 
them this evening.  He said it does not address any of his concerns and 
rather than belabor the point tonight  he would like to discuss it at next 
weeks Finance Committee Meeting.   
 
President Leeson asked Director Burkhardt if that was an adequate 
explanation. 
 
Director Burkhardt state yes and said that he wishes it would have been 
articulated prior to the vote. 
 
Director Cann stated that she seconded the motion simply out of respect for 
Director Tenaglia, and continued that if Director Tenaglia thought there was 
a reason to table, she respects his decision she seconded it and had no idea 
why either.   
 
Director Tenaglia said that there was no previous discussion and he did not 
see any information until 7:00 when they arrived at the desk and in his 
opinion, the information presented was not an adequate response. 
 
President Leeson stated that the board will continue this discussion at the 
Finance Meeting. 
 
President Leeson asked if there was any other unfinished business at this 
time.  Seeing none, she said they will be moving on to Recommendations of 
the Administration. 
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration item numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, and 17.  Director McKeon seconded the motion. 
 
President Leeson asked if there were any items that anyone would like to 
have pulled? 
 
President Leeson asked Mr. Washington, if he could please alert the board 
and the public to the two changes in the agenda. 
 
Mr. Washington stated that the first item is on page 7.  It is #7 resignations, 
is under instructional #2 and the name is Susan Beiber, Liberty, point 3 
English Teacher.  He stated that that item is to be pulled for tonight.  He 
also stated that go over to page 12, #9 under instructional #1 – Joe Clymer – 
this item they will be pulling that tonight as well.   
 
Stacy Gober stated that one additional item under #16, and it was just a 
point of clarification, that the locality should be Bethlehem Township. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 
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President Leeson stated that item #1-17 has been moved and seconded and 
asked if anyone would like to pull any of the items for discussion.   
 
Director McKeon stated Item #1. 
Director Tenaglia stated Item #14 And #17 
President Leeson stated Item #9 
 
President Leeson if there were any other items to be pulled.	
  	
  
	
  
President asked for a roll call vote on agenda items 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 15, and 16. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors, Amato, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, Follweiler,  Leeson, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia 
 
Those items pass 9-0 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 
16 and 18 were considered together. 
 
 
President Leeson asked Director McKeon about addressing Item #1. 
 
Director McKeon said he figured that a discussion of Item #1 was going to 
create the most debate unless everyone had completely made up their mind.  
He said he has wrestled with the documents quite substantially, and like 
other board members have been bombarded by pros and cons via district 
email on whether to support or not support this TIF info structure and he 
said he has had some real difficult times with it and he is going to be 
perfectly honest that he cannot support this.  He said he just doesn’t think 
they can afford as a district to be utilizing money elsewhere when the 
district needs it in house so desperately and over the next couple of years 
with this huge increase in pension costs it is even less money that we have 
to defer.  He continued saying that it has been difficult and it has taken a lot 
of reading and everything else and he cannot support it at this time.   
 
Director Faccinetto stated that he would also say that this is not a 
responsibility that he has taken lightly and it has been hundreds of pages of 
reading and documents to go through and initially when this came out he 
was against this as he thinks the majority of the board was at the first 
meeting.  He continued saying that they had a meeting in the beginning of 
August and the tide had seemed to turn a little bit and immediately they 
were accused as a board of black mail or being bought off because there is 
no way everybody could change their mind.  He said he let it go and it 
continued to come up and he thought he had addressed it at the last meeting 
and that he saw this as a positive benefit for the district financially in the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL – ITEMS 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11,  
12, 13,15, and 16  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM #1 
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long term, it put a high end development back on the tax roles and gave us 
new increased revenue that they don’t have and they desperately need and 
he said it is something he struggled with and there was still a concern that 
where did this come from and in trying to address saying this is how he sees 
it and if anyone wants to call it blackmail, so be it.  He said that in no way 
did he ever try to insinuate that this board or any member of this board was 
blackmailed into anything or was paid off, and it is insulting to think that 
the board gives a lot of their time and energy into this board and he has one 
agenda and he thinks he speaks for most people and that is a quality 
education in the Bethlehem School District.  He said they may not all agree 
on how to get there as is clear tonight, however, he sees this as a positive 
benefit for the district in the short term and in the long term it brings 
revenue on the books right away and it provides long term revenue when 
the TIF is up.  He said it is a tough thing to make a decision on and the long 
term benefits and its twenty years that they have to live with.  He said he 
will support it for that reason as he feels that it is revenue that the district 
needs. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated that he had issues of substance and issues of 
process.  He said that probably from the first time they met about this issue, 
he has asked for a review by the city fathers because there are issues that are 
relative to the district,  but that they don’t have direct control over zoning, 
public safety, environmental impact, city planning, and all those 
departments that the City of Bethlehem has that the city council members 
could access their best thinking to on those issues.  He stated that they have 
none of that.  He continued that they have had to struggle with this based on 
issues that are near and dear to our hearts and it is obvious that they are 
different depending on whose speaking.  He said that this was his issue of 
process.  He continued saying that when they decided at the last Financial 
Committee Meeting to bring this forward, they had not yet received the 
letter from the City of Bethlehem which they have received now, saying 
that tomorrow evening, at the city planning meeting… 
 
President Leeson interjected that the meeting has been cancelled. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated that his impression was that there was finally 
going to be a review at the city level where a lot of issues about this project 
should discussed before both boards make a final decision.  He continued 
saying that this is his problem with the process. 
 
Director Burkhardt continued that financially, he must be reading different 
documents then everybody else is.  He referred to the footnotes of a 
document that was received where it stated that the TIF plan yields a 
negligible $55,994 more revenue dollars to the Bethlehem Area School 
District then does the no TIF plan over the 20 year term.  He continued that 
however, under the no TIF, the Bethlehem Area School District will bear 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	
   16	
  

the cost of educating nearly 3 times the number of students, 116 which is in 
the option B, versus 312 in option D.  He said this increase of almost 200 
students results in a 14.6 million dollar additional educational and capital 
costs to the district.   He continued that  they should not look short sidedly 
at this and not think about what is going to happen to future boards who are 
going to sit here and have to deal with this.  He said that the TIF debt 
allocation figures are based upon tax increment contributions of 100 percent 
by the city, 100 percent by the county, and 75 percent by the Bethlehem 
Area School Dostrict, not 100 percent.  The TIF debt allocations are 
generated solely from the tower and from the low rise apartments that are 
probably going to be built anyway.   He continued that any monies that once 
they start building the townhouses, the tax revenue will come to the district 
immediately. He said therefore, it is not that we are putting off a substantial 
amount of our tax revenue until 20 years down the line and  according to 
this document, the revenue is coming to the district immediately upon the 
time that the townhouses are going to be built.  He said that he wants the 
finest quality townhouses and the finest quality development to occur 
because not only is he a member of this school board, he is also a resident 
of Bethlehem and the 8th Avenue and Eaton Avenue area is a beautiful 
section of our town and he just finds it incomprehensible that because of a 
slight amount, truly a slight amount, of revenue in comparison to what the 
district deals with every year, they are going to scuttle this.  He said he just 
finds that they are both deciding that they are going to increase their costs 
by 14.6 million dollars and they are also going to give up the nice kind of 
quality townhouses because the district is unwilling to help to support these 
structural changes.  He continued that he will vote in favor of it because of 
those two things, but he really wishes he had also had a chance to hear what 
the city fathers had to say about the issue. 
 
President Leeson stated to Director Burkhardt that she  would like to speak 
on some of those issues as well.   She continued that first of all, she has a 
great deal of respect for every board member who she knows has taken the 
time to review and to seriously consider their position on this TIF and so 
even though they may have differences of opinion, she just wanted to thank 
every board member for the work that they have done on the process.  She 
said that she too has been concerned about the process as Director 
Burkhardt has mentioned and she is concerned about some of the same 
issues that were brought up by Director Burkhardt.  She continued that the 
problem is she doesn’t believe that it is the school boards responsibility to 
be monitoring the planning of a new development.  She does not believe the 
density and the quality of the type of construction is something that the 
board should be asked to be participating in a tax incentive program in order 
to achieve the quality of life that they would like to have in this community. 
She believes that process belongs at the planning commission and belongs 
at the city level.  She also said she believes that they have been seriously let 
down by the city and by the planning commission and it has been brought to 
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their table.  She continued that personally she philosophically does not 
believe that tax incentive financing should be used for projects unless it is 
an extraordinary, extraordinary case.  She said she thinks maybe some 
people here would say this is an extraordinary case, however, for her, it is 
not.  She does not believe that the board should be going to the taxes that 
are collected for education to be used for the development of new 
communities.  She said that this is a philosophical position that she believes.  
She said she also believes that they are very limited with the taxes that they 
are able to collect.  She continued saying that it is becoming more and more 
difficult and therefore, she doesn’t think that they should be getting 
involved.  She believes that the city and the county are responsible for the 
development of the new developments in our community and should be the 
ones who are providing incentives for new development, but not the school 
district.  President Lesson said this is her personal opinion and she will be 
voting no on this issue. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that she has had a really big struggle with this, because 
she really loves the fact of the plans that were presented to her.  She said 
that it has been a difficult and long process and having all the information 
she’s gone over and based on the facts and the emotion, the fact that the 
developers have the ability to continue with or without the TIF, and they 
should be able to do what is right and in the benefit of our city.  She 
continued that the school district is in no way responsible for the outcome 
of what the developers want to do.  She said that the board is responsible for 
educating kids and basically based on the facts and the current economy and 
the cry of the people, she has come to the conclusion that they should not 
enter into this TIF. 
 
President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who would like to speak at 
this time. 
 
President Leeson said that it is her recommendation that they move to the 
other issues that they have and come back and try and reestablish contact 
with Director Follweiler, if they can reestablish contact, and then please tell 
Mrs. Follweiler to wait until they recognize her.  
 
President Leeson asked if they could please try to go back to Director 
Follweilers comment on Item #1 -The Martin Tower TIF. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she does believe that the philosophy and the 
law for the TIF is to incentivise properties that are not otherwise being 
developed.  She does not believe that this is the case. She said that this  
property was purchased with good intentions and she commends the 
developers for their plans, however, she will be voting no to the tax 
incentive financing at this time. 
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President Leeson asked if there was any other discussion on these four 
items. 
 
President Leeson stated that they are ready for the roll call vote. She stated 
that each item will be voted on separately. 
 
Item #1 – Martin Tower TIF – Yea, Director Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto.  
Nay, Director Cann, Follweiler, Leeson, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia 
 
Motion Failed 3 - 6 
 
Item #9 – Yea, Director Amato, Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, Follweiler,  
McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia. Abstain – President Leeson 
 
Motions Passes 8-0-1 
 
Item #14 – Yea, Director Amato, Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, Follweiler, 
Leeson, McKeon, Ortiz, Tenaglia 
 
Motion Passes 9-0 
 
Item #17 – Yea, Director Amato, Faccinetto, Ortiz. Nay, Director 
Burkhardt, Cann, Follweiler, Leeson, Ortiz, Tenaglia 
 
Motion Fails 3-6 
 

 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTES – 
ITEM 1, 9, 14 and 17 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE – 
ITEM #1 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE – 
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ROLL CALL VOTE – 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #9 
 
President Leeson stated that she pulled Item #9  this item to notify everyone that she will be abstaining because 
she has an immediate family member who is on the list.  She asked if anyone else has anything else for Item #9. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #14 

	
  
President Leeson asked Director Tenaglia why he had pulled Item #14.  
 
Director Tenaglia stated that he had communicated with the administration this afternoon regarding this Item 
#14 and said that it did not come to the board at committee.  He said apparently past practice from the 
superintendent, was that it does not come to the board in committee, though he thinks it should, however, in any 
event, the question is regarding the 15% cost of whether or not that was a buyers premium or a cost to the 
district.  He said that the response was that it was a cost to the district and his response back to the 
administration was was it too late to change that to a buyers premium?  He said that is the open question that he 
has. 
 
Dr. Roy stated that it was his understanding that this item wasn’t brought to a committee because it wasn’t 
brought to the board over the past number of years.  He continued saying that this auction has been taking place 
for over a decade he believes that over the last few years that they could see that it wasn’t brought to the board.  
Dr. Roy continued by saying that when the contract came across Mrs. Gober’s desk, she brought it to him and 
said that she believed this required board action and that came in after the committee meeting and that was why 
it is here, now, rather than at the committee meeting.  Dr. Roy said that it is something that has happened 
annually for over a decade he believes, and that the answer to the question since the board hasn’t voted on it yet, 
it could vote no, however, because this is an item that again has happened annually and the auctioneer has done 
some, in advance of the board action, advertising and so forth. 
 
Director Tenaglia stated that the motion is the cost of 15% plus labor and advertising costs.  He said he is not 
talking about the labor and advertising costs, what he is saying is that the 15% auctioneers can either come to 
the districts as a cost or be charged as a buyer’s premium.  
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Dr. Roy stated that they would have to go back and pull the item and renegotiate and probably postpone the 
auction and this is an item that has generated from $10,000 to $13,000 dollars a year for the district and said 
that Director Tenaglia had also included a question about the buses.  Dr. Roy said that the buses that have been 
sold in the past, $100/$300 dollars, and he saw one for $1,700 dollars, and said it is not large ticket items and 
that the total to the district is $10,000.  He said that this has been the practice, however, they could go back and 
renegotiate.  He said he is not sure that that would bring in some additional revenues.  He said it is not a huge 
ticket item to start with.  Dr. Roy said that his preference would be to be able to continue to proceed with it. 
 
President Leeson stated that she would personally like to recommend that the board proceeds for this, and that 
perhaps if the board would like to take a look at another way of doing business , may be they could talk about it 
again in the Finance Committee Meeting and look at it for next year as a different process.  
 
Director Tenaglia stated that that certainly is acceptable 
 
President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who has an issue or  
discussion on that issue. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, and 16 were considered together. 
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DISCUSSION ITEM #17 
	
  
	
  

Director Tengalia stated that he would like to discuss Item #17 and the $55,000 for foul balls.  He said he thinks 
that there is a much more cost effective solution to this safety problem.  He said that they can put, as baseball 
teams have done since baseball was invented in the mid 19th century,  a couple of extra fielders out there to shag 
the fouls.  He said certainly they can make it well known by marking the parking area so that the air in foul balls 
that might land on the parking lot, those people have been forewarned that after 2:30 baseball practice will be 
incurring.  He said that will only be a couple hundred dollars.  He continued saying that they don’t need to 
spend $55,000 to keep a foul ball from flying on to the track. 
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President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who like to address this issue at this time. 
 
 
Director Burkhardt stated that he tends to agree with him. He said that for 75 years plus, Liberty High School 
has been there.  He said that the field and the track and the way it designed is the same design that has been 
there forever. 
 
President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who would like to address this item at this time. time. 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and Payment 
of Bills, (Item numbers 19, 20, 21 and for information only – Item 22)  We will be at the point moving the 
budgetary transfers, the treasurers report and the monthly bills.  
 
President Leeson stated that currently there is a motion for the budgetary transfers report and the monthly bills.   
She asked if there were any questions or any comments on the budgetary transfers or the monthly bills. 
 
President Leeson stated that seeing none, may we have the roll call on Budgetary Transfers and Monthly Bills. 
 
Motion passes 9-0 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and Payment 
of Bills, (Item numbers 19, 20, 21 and for information only – Item 22)  We will be at the point moving the 
budgetary transfers, the treasurers report and the monthly bills.  

	
  
President Leeson asked if there was a discussion on the financial report or the treasurer’s report? 
 
Director Tenaglia made a motion to table the treasurers report.   
 
President Leeson asked if there was a second to table the treasurer’s report?   
 
Director Cann seconded to table the treasurer’s report. 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to approve tabling the treasurer’s report.   
Yea, Director Cann, Follweiler, Leeson, McKeon, Tenaglia 
No, Director Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Ortiz 
 
Motion passes 5 - 4 
 
President Leeson stated that the treasurer’s report has now been tabled. 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and Payment 
of Bills, (Item numbers 19, 20, 21 and for information only – Item 22)  We will be at the point moving the 
budgetary transfers, the treasurers report and the monthly bills.  
 
 
President Leeson stated that currently there is a motion for the budgetary transfers report and the monthly bills.   
She asked if there were any questions or any comments on the budgetary transfers or the monthly bills. 
 
President Leeson stated that seeing none, may we have the roll call on Budgetary Transfers and Monthly Bills. 
 
Motion passes 9-0 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and Payment 
of Bills, (Item numbers 19, 20, 21 and for information only – Item 22)  We will be at the point moving the 
budgetary transfers, the treasurers report and the monthly bills.  
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INTERMEDIATE UNIT - There was no meeting.  A meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday night. 
 
BETHLEHEM AREA VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL – Director McKeon 
stated that there was a very short meeting.  He said that one of the items that 
were discussed is that Vo-Tech is going to sell the double court lot, the 
empty lot that sits next to the most recent house that was built and that it is 
going to be used to help fund the Hecktown Road project that is still going 
though its paperwork process.  He continued saying that the other item 
discussed was the distribution for the agreement among the three school 
districts based on their decision of the distribution of the surplus.  He stated 
that they meet again next Tuesday. 
 
NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE – President Leeson stated 
that Northampton Community College met on Thursday, October 7th.  She 
said they had a presentation on the new green project.  She continued that 
they also talked about the outcomes relating to new students orientation and 
the profile of the new presidents ambassadors.   
 
RECREATION COMMISSION - President Leeson said she will share with 
everyone the Recreation Commissions Report.  She said they met last 
Thursday and the highlight was the Halloween Parade.  She said that if  
anyone would like to attend and that many of the schools participate in this 
parade,  it is Sunday October 31st.  President Leeson said that if any of the 
board members would like to walk in it, please be at 15th Street at 1:45 p.m.   
 
President Leeson asked if there were any other reports for the evening. 
 
President Leeson stated that they will be moving on to New Business and 
Miscellaneous Business 
 

COMMITTEE 
REPORTS 

President Leeson asked if there was any new or miscellaneous business to 
discuss this evening.  President Leeson seeing none, stated that they will 
move onto Courtesy of the Floor to visitors 

NEW BUSINESS/ 
MISCELLANEOUS 
BUSINESS 

Steven Antalics, 737 Ridge Street, Bethlehem, PA 
 

1.  Mr. Antalics stated that consistent with the nature of the beast you are 
looking at, he feels obliged to make a comment, which is strictly a personal 
comment from his point of view and he commended the board, stating the six 
of you who voted nay on the TIF represent the taxpayer and the three votes to 
the contrary he felt supported corporate welfare 
 

President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who wished to address the 
floor at this time. 
2.   Terry Kennedy 
 

COURTESY OF THE 
FLOOR TO VISITORS 
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Mr. Kennedy stated that he isn’t addressing anything that is on the agenda, 
but he wanted to introduce himself so people could recognize a face and a 
name together.  He stated that for the past 7 years, he has put together a 
personalized storybook for each one of the districts first grade children 
through personalized books given to children.  He said he hadn’t had a chance 
to meet the new superintendent and/or the school board and he thought that 
given the chance, he would introduce myself and hello. 
 

President Leeson extended thanks to Mr. Kennedy for his efforts with the 
districts first graders. 
 

President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who would like to address 
the board at this time. 
 

3.  Ray Burger,  801 Yorkshire Road, Bethlehem, PA 
 

Mr. Burger stated that he came here tonight because he had been through five 
other presentations of the board and he was wondering who represented the 
tax payer.  He said he might add that people had come up to the podium and 
made statements and he never heard any comments about them.  He 
continued that this time he was quite surprised to find that the board did what 
he expected them to do, which was not necessarily to approve or go against 
the TIF, but the fact that the board had discussed it and because before this he 
was wondering if the board thought they should just sit up there and just listen 
because every time someone came up and said something about some issue, 
nothing was ever discussed.   
 
He stated that he  made a recommendation and it was never been discussed.  
He said everyone should stop all spending now because he thinks next year 
and the year after they are going to have major problems and yet he hasn’t 
heard any discussion to that anywhere and so that is the reason why he came 
tonight and he is really pleased that everyone on the board did something that 
he hadn’t seen them do in the last five times he’s been here.  He continued 
that he has been in this area for 40 years and attended five meetings so he 
didn’t know whether that was typical or not, but he just thought he should let 
the board know.   
 

President Leeson asked if Mr. Burger wouldn’t mind staying for a minute 
after the meeting and she will be glad to share with him when the board did 
discuss the cessation of spending which was a couple years ago.  
 

President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who would like to address 
the board at this time. 
 

President Leeson stated that seeing none, they will move to open forum. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPEN FORUM 
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President Leeson asked if anyone had anything to discuss in the Open Forum. 
 

President Leeson stated that there was none. 

 

President Leeson asked for a motion for adjournment. 
 
President stated that the board will be going to have an executive session 
following the board meeting and it will be concerning negotiations.   
 
Director Burkhardt moved to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Attest, 
 
Stacy M. Gober 
Board Secretary 

	
  


