
BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 

JULY 26, 2010 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bethlehem Area 
School District was held on Monday, July 26, 2010 at 7:10 p.m. in the 
Auditorium of East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester Road, 
Bethlehem, PA  18017. 
 

REGULAR 
MEETING 
 

President Leeson called the roll: 
Members present:  Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Cann, Dexter, 
Faccinetto, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Leeson 
 
Members present: 9 
Members absent: None. 
 

MEMBERS  
PRESENT 

Others present: Dr. Persing, Interim Superintendent of Schools; Stacy 
Gober, Board Secretary; administrators, members of the press, and 
other interested citizens and staff members.  
 

OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Leeson requested a moment of silent meditation. MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 
 

President Leeson offered courtesy of the floor to visitors.  Speakers 
are asked to come to the podium, stating their name and address.  
Public comment in the first session is limited to 30 minutes and is for 
agenda items only.  The second courtesy of the floor will be for any 
district concerns or business.  Speakers are limited to three minutes 
each.  The board requests that, when possible, all individuals 
supporting a like position on a topic select a speaker to present their 
views to avoid repetition.  If that is not possible, all are welcome to 
speak.  As per school board policy, generally, speakers are limited to 
taxpayers, residents, or employees of this school district.  At the 
conclusion of the regular school board meeting, another block of time 
will be allocated for public comment.  At that time, the same rules will 
apply.  It is asked that speakers observe proper decorum, without 
personal attacks towards a specific individual or individuals.  It is not 
the custom for the board to enter into a dialogue at these meetings 
about concerns.  However, the board does listen with care to issues 
raised.  Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by the 
administration. 
 

President Leeson stated that the first courtesy of the floor is for agenda 

COURTESY OF  
THE FLOOR TO VISITORS 



items only.   
 
No one addressed the Board of School Directors this evening at the 
first courtesy of the floor 
 

President Leeson called for the approval of the minutes from the 
following meetings:  March 15th – Regular Board Meeting, April 26th 
– Regular Board Meeting, April 27th – Public Budget Hearing, July 
12th – Special Board meeting.   
 
Director McKeon made a motion to accept the minutes which was 
seconded by  Director Follweiler. 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to approve the minutes.  The 
motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Motion passes 9-0 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT  
MINUTES 
 
VOICE VOTE TO ACCEPT  
MINUTES 

President Leeson called for approval of the committee meeting 
minutes.  She called for approval of the June 14th – Board Curriculum 
Committee Meeting, July 12th - Board Facilities Committee Meeting, 
July 12th – Board Finance Committee Meeting, July 19th - Board 
Human Resource Committee Meeting. 
 
Director McKeon made a motion to accept the committee meeting 
minutes which was seconded by Director Ortiz. 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to approve the committee 
meeting minutes.  The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Motion passes  9-0 
 

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
 
 
 

 
MOTION TO ACCEPT  
COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

VOICE VOTE TO ACCEPT  
MINUTES 

President Leeson called for approval of the Financial Report/Payment 
of Bills.  
 
 
 
Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Follweiler, to 
accept the Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Item numbers 27& 
28) 
 
 
President Leeson called for a roll call vote to approve the Financial 
Report/Payment of Bills.  Yea, Director Amato, Burkhardt, Cann, 
Dexter (except no to the payment to Mont Perfetti),  Faccinetto, 
Follweiler, Leeson, McKeon.  Nay, Director Ortiz  

FINANCIAL REPORT/  
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT  
FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
 



 
Motion passes  8-1 
 
President Leeson stated that there was an executive committee 
meeting prior to this meeting.  At the meeting the committee 
discussed student discipline and personnel.   President Leeson said 
that the board is going to have an executive meeting following the 
board meeting at which time they will be discussing potential 
litigation and personnel issues. 
 

PRESIDENTS COMMUNICATIONS 
AND SPECIAL MEETINGS 

Dr. Persing stated that this was his last meeting as the Bethlehem 
Area School Districts interim superintendent.  He stated that he 
wanted to wish Dr. Joe Roy the best of luck and the best possible 
results in the near future. He also said that he wanted to thank the 
people of the school district, his colleagues and wanted send a really 
special thank you to the board of school directors for all their 
cooperation. 
 
President Leeson stated that they were hoping Dr. Persing would be 
joining them on the 16th, at least for the meeting.  She stated that she 
really did not have any comments prepared, but stated that she would 
like to say how pleased the board has been throughout these past 14 
months to have had Dr. Persing as part of the district.  She said that it 
has been amazing the amount of work that has gotten done in the 
district in such a short period of time and the board is very grateful 
for his guidance and his leadership throughout these 14 months.  
President Leeson stated that it has been a joy and a pleasure working 
with Dr. Persing and she said she speaks for the entire board in 
saying this.  She also said that Dr. Persing had a very similar vision 
to the vision that the board had and when they sat down and talked 
about the needs of this district, they talked about the need for 
financial stability and about the need to move the academics forward 
and these were the things that you focused on and worked on along 
with all of the fun that comes with the every day life of the 
Bethlehem School District.  She stated that the board knew that Dr. 
Persing went far beyond just those tasks.  Dr. Persing also addressed 
getting into the code of conduct and reestablishing a uniform code of 
conduct and staff development and working on the really high quality 
staff development within the district.   She said that he has gone far 
beyond the tasks that they gave to him as the highest priorities and 
again they are so grateful to him.   
 
Director Dexter stated that she wanted to add a little bit to what 
President Leeson said to Dr. Persing and that was when the board 
first brought Dr. Persing onto the district it was a very difficult time 
and they thought that they knew what the challenges were but the 

SUPERINTENDENTS 
REPORT AND                                                                                                                          
FEDERAL PROGRAMS UPDATE 
   



challenges kept unveiling themselves to the board.  She stated that all 
of the expectations that she had for this year have been exceeded and 
she joins with President Leeson in thanking Dr. Persing for his 
superb leadership and also for the inspiration that he has brought to 
the board as they tackled each one of their unknown challenges and 
as they continue to work on the things that were very basic to the 
districts survival and that was to get the financial issues squared 
away.  She stated that Dr. Persing showed some very tough 
leadership and sometimes they disagreed and sometimes they agreed, 
but she always knew that he was honest and always knew that he had 
reasons for what he recommended to the board and said that all of the 
board would join with President Leeson in saying that they have had 
a very successful year and she is sorry to see him go, although she 
does also welcome Dr. Roy and looks forward to working with him.  
She stated that it really has been an educational year and extended 
her thanks to Dr. Persing. 
 
President Leeson stated that we do have one piece of unfinished 
business.  She asked Mrs. Gober if she would like to speak to the 
board about the meeting minutes. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that we had talked at some point in the not too 
distant past about the format of our board minutes and the fact that 
they are being recorded and transcribed verbatim. 
 
She stated that this is an issue that has been expressed to her by both 
the local auditors as well as the state auditors and the concern is with 
the ability to efficiently and effectively research the minutes in order 
to find the boards action and business related to the actual items of 
board approval.  She stated that we had discussed that we would look 
for new recording equipment and that it would be something the 
board would entertain in modifying the format of the minutes to a 
more summary fashion if we had a more user friendly ability to 
retrieve the transcript of the minutes digitally rather than using the 
cassette tapes in trying to stop and start them.  She said that we are 
piloting the piece of equipment again tonight for the first time at a 
voting meeting.  She also said that it was used last week at the 
committee meeting and it appeared to be fairly successful and is 
actually far more efficient than the tape in terms of gathering and 
hearing the audio.  Mrs. Gober stated that it is a much better quality, 
it is a much clearer audio for board archival if they would so choose 
to reference discussion on a particular item at some point in the 
future.  She asked that the board would please consider taking the 
auditors recommendations and going to a summary format that would 
permit the review of the minutes and the archive of the official 
transcript of the minutes to be more efficient and then allow the 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



audio to serve as the administrative tool to research any further 
discussions that the board may want to go back and revisit. 
 
President Leeson asked Mrs. Gober if it was her recommendation 
that the board goes to the summary minutes immediately or that we 
do this as kind of a pilot first for a couple of months and then go to 
summary minutes.   
 
Mrs. Gober stated that she was comfortable following the committee 
meetings of last week and that the quality is adequate and that we 
would be able to have an appropriate backup for reference purposes.  
She also stated that if the board would like to go one more meeting 
with the old process in place and begin this with the August meeting, 
that she would be willing to be flexible and discuss that as an option.  
She also said that the auditors are quite anxious for the meetings to 
be available in a more user friendly document for them to have as the 
official record of the boards’ actions.  Mrs. Gober said that 
previously, we had summary minutes of the committee meetings and 
fully transcribed regular board meetings.   
 
President Leeson asked if Mrs. Gober was recommending that all 
meetings be summary minutes. 
 
Mrs. Gober said that what she would suggest is that the voting 
meeting, which are the once monthly official board meetings, should 
be the summary version and that the committee meetings be an 
abridged transcription, not word for word, but gather a whole lot 
more of the detail of the concepts and the discussions that ensued 
related to topics because that is where the main debate occurs on 
behalf of the board.  Mrs. Gober said that she therefore would 
suggest that the committee meetings be not transcribed word for 
word as transcription but that it would have much more detailing 
involving the discussion and the debate between various topics more 
so than the voting meeting.   
 
President Leeson asked if there was any discussion from Board 
Members on this proposal. 
Director Dexter stated that she wants to be efficient and wants our 
meeting minutes to be quickly produced.   She also stated that she 
thinks this is an important goal, but as one of the board members, 
who has been on the board for 4 ½ years, she couldn’t tell you how 
many times she did effectively and efficiently research the minutes 
on a topic and was able to find what she needed.  She said she found 
the detail that was in the minutes to be essential and in particular 
there have been some really dicey topics come through the district 
and it was very very helpful to her to be able to show what exactly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



was said and what exactly was done.  The thoroughness of the 
meetings was important on many, many issues.  She also said this 
was especially true when there were talks about the budget, since 
sometimes what was seen in budget revisions wasn’t exactly what 
was talked about.  Director Dexter also stated that there were other 
issues like board policies and the interpretations and the instructions 
that were given by the board, so she is reluctant to go to a more 
summarized method of keeping tabs of what the board does.  Another 
point she stated was that there are many times when people in the 
public want to know what the board is doing, in particular when the 
board is talking about student issues.  The public may want to read 
exactly what was discussed,  not only what the end result was but 
also what the position of various board members were.  Those who 
agreed with a certain way of thinking and those who didn’t and why.  
This is her reason why the thorough and detailed minutes were 
helpful to many people in the public to find out what the board was 
saying and how they were thinking.  She also said that she knows 
that some boards have begun to go on line with their meetings and 
that you can go on the computer and press a button and see a video or 
you can read a transcript that is digitalized and she thought those are 
alternative ways that the public could know what the board is doing 
and alternative ways that the public might be able to know where the 
board is going on some issues.  She also said that what she doesn’t 
want to see happen is that we go from a very detailed meeting minute 
format to a simple summary that simply says the board talked about 
an issue.  She said she knows that a lot of board meeting minutes are 
done in other districts, but she feels that this is not going to be helpful 
and thinks that the summarized version will not recognize the very 
difficult past four years that the board has just come through. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she was tossed on this subject, but she 
did like the idea of utilizing the internet so that things are available.  
She stated that she doesn’t know what goes into that and if there 
would be any additional costs but felt that this would open up the 
meetings to a lot more of the community.  She also said that she likes 
the detail that is available to the board because she doesn’t feel the 
need to compile nine sets of all of the individual notes since she 
thinks the meeting minutes are very good.  She did say that she 
understands the suggestion, that this voting meeting does have less 
discussion than the committee meeting and the board tends to get a 
lot of that detail where the committee is lighter on details.  She said 
she likes the idea that was suggested that there might be more detail 
from the committee meetings and less detail from this monthly board 
meeting.  She asked what the board needs to do to make this change.  
She wanted to know if there needs to be a formalized vote and also 
asked if there was a legal obligation to save the actual tape for a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



certain period of time. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that there is no legal requirement to save the tapes 
for a specified period, provided it is being used for administration 
purposes in transcribing the minutes.  The minutes when they are 
voted and adopted by the board become the official record and then 
the audio recording legally is simply there as an administrative tool.   
 
Director Faccinetto stated that his only comment would be that if the 
board is going to go away from the detailed minutes then the digital 
copy would need to be accessible easily without having to drive to 
the Education Center and sitting there and listening to it.  He stated 
that it would be great if you can go online, pull up the minutes and 
listen to them. He stated that he was away for the past two weeks but 
when he sat down this afternoon and read the minutes he knew 
exactly what happened at the past two meetings,  but he stated if I 
had to physically go to the Education Center and sit in a little box 
and listen to the minutes, it wouldn’t happen.  He stated that as long 
as they are readily available on line, that’s great. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated that it was his understanding that the new 
gadget that we have will have every word that was spoken in the 
minutes and that it would be readily accessible for the community as 
well as the board.   
 
Mrs. Gober stated that the gadget is a very high quality resolution as 
was talked about internally, but the only concern that they had was 
would it be able to be altered.  Mrs. Gober stated that she didn’t 
know if there is a format that can be produced that would not allow 
individuals to grab that digital file and modify it to essentially amend 
the true discussion and if we can circumvent or come up with a 
solution to prevent that from happening,  then she didn’t think that 
there would be  any objection and that they just have to be aware that 
it is not the transcribed piece that becomes the official record, that 
this is now becoming a piece of the official record as well.   
 
President Leeson stated that she does understand that as of right now 
we do not have a means by which the digital record could really 
leave the Education Center.  She stated that we do not have that 
ability without the fear that it could be adjusted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Gober stated that we can certainly post the digital audio on our 
website and have it available. The question that we have not 
necessarily resolved is if it can be altered in any way.   
 
President Leeson asked if the board wants to continue pursuing the 

 
 
 
 
 



ability to put the minutes on the website without someone being able 
to alter it.   She also said that perhaps Mrs. Gober could get back to 
us at the next committee meeting with an update as to how that 
would work. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that if this is the direction of the board that the 
summary minutes are contingent upon the live audio being available 
on the website, then she thinks there needs to be a little bit more 
homework done in insuring that this is a secure vehicle.   
 
Director McKeon stated this may be a parallel discussion, but he 
likes the idea of the video streaming too.  He stated that we may have 
some senior citizens that would love to be here tonight, but for 
whatever reasons, health or mobility or anything else, they can’t get 
here.  They theoretically could sit home and either watch it live if we 
opt to do that or store it in an archive that they could look back and 
listen to our ranting and ravings and whatever else we do on an 
official board night.  He stated that Director Burkhardt and  Mr. 
Arbusites could look into this and see what we need.  He stated that 
we might be able to utilize our own students to do the videotaping 
because we have a lab set up in Broughal and we’ve got the high 
school kids.  This might be a further learning experience for them.   
 
Director Burkhardt stated that being the technological guru that he is, 
it does not seem efficient that we have some lady sitting there with 
earphones on typing all of our minutes if there is now a technological 
way to have the same thing as long as it can’t be altered or tampered 
with in any way.    
 
 
Director Follweiler stated that it seems that we are having two 
discussions. One is moving into the digitized recording and how we 
are going to deal with that and the potential to move into the 
streaming of the actual meeting.  She stated that she is in favor of 
both, but I think we want to keep the streaming of the actual meeting 
separate, so that it doesn’t hold up the change that we are bringing up 
tonight. 
 
President Leeson stated that she would like to ask the board if they 
are interested in Mrs. Gober pursuing the digitized version of the 
minutes as long as they can be put on line without being altered.  She 
asked the board if they would like her to continue pursuing this and if 
that is the direction the board would like to go at this time. 
 
President Leeson asked for a voice vote.   
Motion was unanimous. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VOICE VOTE TO ACCEPT  
DIGITIZED VERSION OF  



 
 
President Leeson asked why don’t we go in that direction for now 
and asked if Mrs. Gober would not mind looking at the video 
streaming and give the board in another month or so an update of 
what that might take or cost to implement video streaming. 
 
Director Dexter stated that at this time I am asking for Mrs. Gober to 
give us an update on the electronic bill payment system.  She stated 
that in October and November this board discussed and passed a 
resolution that we would begin to utilize an electronic bill payment 
system that would save 1% on bills with participating vendors.  I’ve 
asked a number of times about the status of that and I know last week 
I emailed Mrs. Gober and asked her to find out from Commerce 
Bank, which is our partner in this endeavor,  to give us an update 
from their point of view on what has been the holdup and I would 
also like to hear from the administrative point of view, what is the 
holdup in the implementation.   
 
Mrs. Gober stated that at this point Commerce Bank has been 
contacting vendors from a list that had been provided by the 
administration.  They currently have 12 vendors that are under 
agreement and of those, two have been or are essentially no longer 
active members with us as they were related to the Broughal project.  
If we use the remaining vendors as a gauge for the 2009-2010 annual 
spend for those particular remaining vendors, it is a million six 
hundred thousand dollars and that would have generated an estimated 
18,000 in revenue back to the district.  They are in the process of 
contacting them and  it is happening one at a time.  The list that was 
included in the proposal was an illustrative list of vendors who had 
been willing to accept visa payments.  They are not necessarily 
vendors who were agreeing to accept Bethlehem Electronic 
Payments.  They are going through that process and as of now 
because we are in the summer period, there are not an inordinate 
number of payments that are  going out to these providers as they are 
mostly supply and material providers that will be coming in more so 
in the fall.  We do have a check run that is prepared to go out with 
this particular board meeting and I will allow Mrs. Morton to explain 
exactly how many vendors are in that file and what the process is.   
 
Mrs. Morton stated that none of the checks that were approved earlier 
are in the Commerce file.  She said that we do have a run going out 
this week in which there will be one vendor associated with that run 
and there will probably be another vendor next week in next weeks 
run.   
 

MINUTES 
 
DISCUSSION CONTINUED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Director Dexter stated that she would like to learn of the status of the 
electronic payments.  She said that in April or May she asked the  
administration to consider paying the Apple Computer bill that was a 
700,000 bill through the electronic payment system.  She stated that 
they had been informed that Apple was a vendor that would accept 
electronic payments and that there was a large bill that would be 
eligible for a discount.  She said she was told in May that the holdup 
was software, that Sungard was going to develop some software that 
would make this run easy to do.  She also stated that now we are 
talking something different and she said she had ask last week to get 
a written summary from the commerce banker.  Director Dexter 
asked Mrs. Morton if she had that information.   
 
Mrs. Morton stated that she did not have that information. 
 
Mrs. Gober extended her apologies to Director Dexter and said that 
the request was late Friday after the offices had been closed  and that 
as of today there is still no verbal report to give to her.  Mrs. Gober 
stated that a written report will be issued to the board with 
information later this week.  She also stated that Apple Computer is 
not one of the vendors that has agreed to accept electronic Bethlehem 
School District payments.  She said that there are a number of issues 
that are going on here and one is on the banking side and the other is 
on the technology side.  We do not have an automated system to do 
this in our financial system and in order to implement this, it is a 
work around solution where our accounts payable department will 
extract manually the checks that are going to be paid to these 
particular vendors and process them separately, then we will do all of 
the remainder of the normal paper process.  We are doing the work 
without having an automated system that would highlight them out 
on a vendor flag.  Also, she stated that the Apple issue that was 
raised is not one of the vendors although it was on the proposal list.  
Apple is not one of the 10 vendors that have been identified as 
actually agreeing to accept the electronic form of payment.   
 
Director Dexter stated that we were told that when we adopted the 
electronic form of payment that we stood to gain $10,000 to $15,000 
a month in income.  She also stated that she was recalling that the 
Sungard software that would allow that savings to occur was only 
$7,000 dollars.  At this point she feels as if we really need to put this 
in place.   She stated that we are a district that is cutting field trips, 
we are cutting activities, we’re just dropped off buses and other 
necessary purchases and we have had recent discussion about not 
enough textbooks.  These funds that we are missing because of 
whatever obstacles are in our way,  could be available to us.  She said 
she  really doesn’t feel that the explanations the board has received 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



are justifying the delay and we need to look at this very deeply.  She 
asked if there was any problem with her contacting the commerce 
banker that was dealing with us and find out what her prespective 
was.  
 
Mrs. Gober stated that Mrs. Morton has been in communication not 
only with the representative that presented the proposal but also with  
the technical people to implement this particular program.  She also 
stated that we had discussed this and the information was provided 
and that direction was given on May 11th.    Mrs. Gober also said that 
on May 13th, we provided Sungard with the authorization to proceed 
in developing the custom application in order to facilitate this 
automated function.  Since then Mrs. Morton has been working with 
Commerce in order to get the vendor file established.  She said we 
have sent a test file which has been uploaded and it uploaded 
accurately and correctly.  As of now, we just don’t have a large 
volume of payments that are available for the individual vendors that 
are identified on the list to date and we are working toward it and 
commerce is adding vendors and we are processing the payments. 
 
Mrs. Dexter asked again if there was a problem with her contacting 
the banker. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that she was going to direct that question back to 
the chair.   
 
Mrs. Dexter stated that the board President is not the person to whom 
she was directing this question to.  She stated that she didn’t feel that 
she was given an adequate explanation for why we are 8 months 
behind in this project.  She stated that it was to have been 
implemented within 2 weeks when we adopted it.  She also said she 
knew that Mrs. Gober was not here at that time, but stated that at this 
point, she thinks everyone needs to look into this a little more deeply.   
 
Mrs. Gober stated that Mrs. Dexter was correct in stating that she 
was not here at the time when it was adopted.  She also said she 
didn’t know what the proposal was or what the background of the 
proposal was.  Mrs. Gober said that when she became involved based 
on Director Dexter’s inquiry in April, that the information was 
provided in May. She also said that two days after the meeting they 
had discussed the proposal and it was authorized to proceed from a 
programming standpoint and they are moving forward.  Mrs. Gober 
also said we still do not have the automated fix from our financial 
provider for our financial software.  There are 10 vendors that have 
agreed to accept our payment from Commerce.  She said that Mrs. 
Morton will be providing the board with a written report later this 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



week.  Mrs. Gober stated again that Director Dexter’s request was 
received after the close of business on Friday and therefore the 
information will be given to the board as best as they can in written 
form. 
 
President Leeson stated to Director Dexter that she recognizes that 
she has brought this issue up before and that it is a potential for 
significant savings to the district.  She asked Director Dexter if she 
would you be willing to wait for the written report that is going to be 
coming next week and then asked if Mrs. Morton and Mrs. Gober 
could have a discussion with Director Dexter prior to taking action. 
 
Director Dexter stated that she thought that she brought this issue up 
in May and that she feels the time is way past because ten to fifteen 
thousand dollars a month is significant savings.   
 
Mrs. Gober stated that the only thing that she would want to clarify is 
that based on the vendors that are approved and the volume of dollars 
spent with those particular vendors, it would be $18,000  a year, not 
per month.  Mrs. Gober also stated that she was not quite sure how 
the initial estimate was calculated other than to say two of the very 
large vendors that were included in the initial estimate were 
construction related and that project has been completed.  The other 
vendor was the cafeteria food and service provider and they have not 
agreed to accept the electronic payment. 
 
Director Dexter stated that part of the problem is that the information 
differs about the potential savings and about whether or not Apple 
was a legitimate vendor that was definitely agreeing to participate in 
this program or just a potential vendor.  She also stated that because 
the information differs this is the reason why she was asking to go 
directly to the source, the banker,  and get a written statement.  She 
said that she doesn’t see any point in waiting any longer. 
 
Mrs. Gober asked Mrs. Morton to share the information from her 
conversation with the representative from Commerce from her 
meeting this afternoon.  She asked Mrs. Morton to share the 
discussion as to why there was a variance between the proposal and 
the reality that we have as approved vendors today.   
 
Mrs. Morton  stated that within the list of vendors with the original 
proposal there were some vendors that do accept payment via the 
Visa network, but not necessarily that these vendors are willing to 
participate with Bethlehem Area School District to accept payment 
from us over the visa network.  This is the information that was given 
to me from the woman from Commerce at the Corporate 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Headquarters.   
 
Director Burkhardt asked who sold this bill of goods to us begin with 
– the $10,000 to $15,000 per month from these electronic payments. 
 
President Leeson stated that the woman from Commerce Bank was 
Penny Kospiah. 
 
Director Burkhardt asked if it was possible that she was just being a 
sales person and trying to sell us a bill of goods. 
President  Leeson stated that lots of things are possible. 
 
Director Burkhardt asked about what else can be done tonight to 
expedite this process. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that originally she had her hand up because 
she was going to say a lot of what Director Dexter said toward the 
end of her statement.  She said that she is extremely concerned about 
this matter because she does remember getting the e-mail from 
Commerce Bank that the sales pitch was a lot of what Director 
Dexter characterized and she is extremely concerned and wants to 
know how Commerce Bank came up with the list of potential 
vendors.  She also said it sounds to her that as Director Burkhardt 
stated that we were sold a bill of goods.  Director Follweiler said that 
she doesn’t want to tax Mrs. Morton and Mrs. Gober if we’re going 
to proceed with this plan, however she agrees with Director Dexter 
that it has been a long time and she thinks we need to get to the 
person who sold us this bill of goods from Commerce Bank and that 
they need to give us a written statement for the finance meeting next 
Monday. Director Follweiler said her feelings are that if we don’t 
have a satisfactory report next Monday, then we do have to take it to 
the next level, whatever that level is.  She said that we were given a 
report, and she recalls the meetings and the discussion for it and that 
it was going to be a significant savings.  She stated that putting Apple 
Computer bills on the vendor list was the seller, so now she would 
like to know who came up with the list of the potential vendors that 
would participate.   
 
Director Amato stated that the electronic billing has been around for 
a long time, but that doesn’t mean that every vendor participates in 
this type of payment.  He stated that this was done in the private 
sector years ago, and there was a deal that you had to go through 
before you could get the vendors to accept it.  He stated that it is just 
not that easy.  He said he feels that someone made up a list and 
probably took the largest bills that we’ve had and said that we can 
pay these all electronically and we’re going to save X amount of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



dollars, however, that does not mean that those vendors will 
participate.  He also said he feels that somebody made up a list and 
told Commerce Bank to get these vendors to agree that we can pay 
these bills electronically, however, all the vendors did not agree to 
electronic payments.  
 
Director Amato also said he has one other statement, which was that 
as school board directors, the school board should not be allowed to 
call vendors and tell them that this is what they want done.  He said 
that there are particular school board members who have this 
opinion, but that it is not the opinion of everyone on this board.  He 
also said the President needs to tell Director Dexter that the board 
can’t be calling up the vendors and stating that the board wants to 
start paying the bills electronically.   
 
Director Ortiz stated that she was listening to Mrs. Gober saying that  
they are working on this.  She also stated that she knows it is very 
important that we get the information so the board can move forward 
with this matter.  
 
Director Dexter stated that perhaps the banker would be willing to 
come to the Finance Committee Meeting next week and be open for 
questions from any board member at that time.   
 
President Leeson asked if Mrs. Gober could get the woman who gave 
us the initial proposal. 
 
Director Dexter stated that she will not be able to attend this meeting, 
but that she would be glad to submit her questions ahead of time and 
someone else can propose them and provide the answers back to her. 
 
President Leeson asked if the majority of the board members agree 
that they would like to continue this discussion at the Finance 
Meeting next Monday and then asked if Mrs. Gober could please ask 
the woman who spoke with us originally, the banker involved, to 
come to the Finance Meeting.  She also asked that if there is any 
additional information for the board to please get the information to 
the board as soon as possible so it can be put in the board’s mail out 
this week.   
 
Director Dexter stated that this would work out well and that she will 
get her questions to the board.  She said she will send them to 
Director McKeon who chairs the meeting,  and he can pose them or 
assign someone else. 
 
President Leeson stated that there are a couple of changes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
ADMIMISTRATION 



Page 8 - Item #8 -  Student Discipline #0955148 will be pulled.   
Page 18 - Item #1 will be pulled. 
Page 19-1 is an addition.  The addition should have been up with the 
agenda so the public will know that adding M1 electrician was an 
add on and it should have been available with the agenda. 
Page 21 -  the wrestling head coach at Freedom will be pulled.   
Page 29 - under non-instructional sub – Tyler Richard will be pulled.  
He has a full time job now. 
 
 
Director Follweiler told Mr. Washington that the 19-1 that he added 
on the boards copy says M2 electrician and when he verbally spoke 
he said M1. 
 
Mr. Washington stated that he meant M2. 
 
Director McKeon has a question for clarification.  He asked that on 
Item 1 on page 21, under the wrestling, if that pertained to the whole 
category. 
 
Mr. Washington stated that they were talking about the head coach 
only. 
 
Director McKeon stated that he would prefer that all the names listed 
there be dropped out of that category.  He stated if that is the will of 
the board. 
 
President Leeson asked if any board member has a problem pulling 
all of the three wrestling coaches at this time.  There was none.  She 
stated that we will pull all three wrestling coaches and then of course 
we can bring it back at the next meeting.   
 
Director McKeon moved the recommendations as corrected. 
The motion was 2nd by Director  Follweiler. 
 
President Leeson asked if anyone would like to pull any other items. 
Director Cann stated Item #20 
 
Director Dexter stated Item #18 
 
President Leeson stated the the board will now be voting on items #1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,17, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26 
 
President Leeson asked for a roll call vote. 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL -  ITEMS 1, 2, 3,  
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 
26 
 
 
 



Amato, Burkhardt, Cann, Dexter (except no to Item #21), Faccinetto, 
Follweiler (except no to Item #22), Leeson (except no to Item #16), 
McKeon (except no to Item #22)  Ortiz 
 
All motions pass 
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President Leeson pulled Item #18 
Mrs. Dexter stated that she would like to hear the administrations rational for arriving at 
the cap amount of $10,000. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that the cap amount was calculated by the people who are in the 
grants and minority affairs office who went through the schedule and calendar of tasks 
for that upcoming period and an estimate of approximately how many days or partial 
days they felt would be necessary in order to gather all of the necessary and appropriate 
information to complete tasks as outlined during that upcoming period. 
 
Mrs. Dexter asked what would be the rate per hour or per day and how would we go 
about deciding how much we would be paying this person. 
 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that her suggestion would be that it would be in ½ days increments, 
so it would be 1 whole or a ½ of day. 
 
Mrs. Dexter asked how long do you anticipate we would need these services? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that she would have to defer that question. The agreement is drafted 
to be through December of 2011 and the idea being that you would need to go through a 



full grant cycle in order to actually experience all of the various events that occur during 
a full grant year. 
 
Mrs. Dexter asked what line would these funds come from? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that her understanding was that they would be paid for by the various 
grants as an indirect cost within each of those grants. 
 
Mrs. Dexter asked if that was acceptable within the boundaries of the grants. 
 
Mrs. Gober deferred that question to Mrs. Tate. 
 
Mrs. Tate stated that it is acceptable as consultation and as Mrs. Gober said it is related 
to the fact of the full grant cycle with all the federal guidelines and requirements that are 
involved with that. 
 
Mrs. Dexter asked what grant did Mrs. Tate believe would be paying for this particular 
fund. 
 
Mrs. Tate stated that she believes it was Title 1, but she would have to research further 
and that title one would be consultation for the actual administrative costs of the grant.   
 
Mrs. Dexter asked if Title 1 is not a permissible source of payment of this fund then 
what is it that we are giving up in order to get this extra consultation. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated, it was as I understand it, to be paid from grant revenue as an 
administrative cost. 
 
Mrs. Dexter asked if it was urgent for us to vote on this item tonight or could we 
consider it at the August 16th voting to allow Mrs. Tate to research this issue of where 
the funds would be coming from. 
 
President Leeson asked Mrs. Gober if it was urgent at this time to vote on it or can we 
defer it until the August 16th meeting. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that there have already been transition services that have been 
performed. 
 
Mrs. Dexter asked have transition services been performed without board approval? 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that she can tell the board that there has been a transition operation 
going on but she did not have any additional information beyond that. 
 
Mrs. Dexter asked if there was an estimation of hours or days worked. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that it was 10 days. 



Mrs. Dexter asked why the board was not asked for its opinion or approval before 10 
days were performed. 
 
Mrs. Tate stated that she had no knowledge of the exact arrangements for Mrs. Cintrón 
as far as a transition period in the office.  She did remain and was working on the Title 1 
grant application, but did not know what the arrangements were made in terms of her 
staying on.   
 
Director Dexter stated I thank you for that answer, but maybe someone else can provide 
who authorized Mrs. Cintrón to work for 10 days without board approval. 
 
Dr. Persing asked to answer Director Dexter’s question. He stated that in all grants that 
we have, we are consistently asked to utilize the services of consultants.  These 
consultants do not by pass practice,  nor as I understand policy, even get approved by 
the board.  They are administrative in nature.  They are allowed to be accomplished 
through the authorization and of the grant itself and when that is needed then the 
administrator in charge may utilize those services.  We, as I understand it, have utilized 
services of many consultants without coming to the board for permission because it is 
part of the grant approval.  Dr. Persing asked Mrs. Tate if that was correct? 
 

  Mrs. Tate stated that his statement was correct. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that she believes the board was told that Mrs. Iris Cintrón was 
going to continue as a consultant, so we knew that she was going to be a consultant.  
Also she said she believes that these grants are very specific and she has the expertise 
and that is why she believes Dr. Persing turned to her to do this.  $10,000 in comparison 
to millions is just like peanuts, so I think we really need her to do this work whether we 
didn’t get the information formally or not.  The work is being done and the amount that 
we are discussing in terms of millions of dollars in grant money.   
 
Director Burkhardt stated that the retirement of Mrs. Cintrón didn’t occur until June 30th 
and that was the end of her formal attachment with the district.  He said since this is the  
first meeting of the board since her retirement, he understood that in the best of all 
worlds, we would have approved this probably last month so that it would have been a 
smooth transition, but there have not been any meetings since Iris retired, until this one 
this evening,  so he was comfortable voting on it tonight.  He saw no reason to hold it 
for another month. 
 
Director McKeon stated that he would like to correct Director  Burkhardt.  We had a 
special board meeting earlier for the appointment of Dr. Roy, we could have included it 
in that process and for what ever reason it was not included as part of the special board 
meeting. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she has two comments or concerns.  One being that she is 
concerned about where the $10,000 is coming from.  She understands that the plan is 
that it comes from grants, but I think the part of what Director Dexter's point was  that if 



it doesn’t come from the grants, where will it come from.   The other concern she had 
was that Mrs. Cintrón left the district to retire and it wasn’t a sudden departure, so while 
she will approve this in a vote, it was unfortunate that the 10 days or whatever it was 
that took to do some of this additional training, could have occured prior to her 
retirement while she was on the payroll.  She stated just for future lessons, when 
someone is retiring,  maybe in a transition plan something like this should be looked at 
before the actual retirement date. 
 
President Leeson stated that in consulting with our attorney, her understanding that 
Director Burkhardt moved this to the recommendations of the administration.  She asked 
if the board would be willing to make an amendment to this particular recommendation 
that states that it is contingent upon monies coming from the grants.   
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion. 
Seconded by Director Follweiler 
 
President Leeson asked if there was any discussion on the amendment to the actual 
contract services as long as the money is coming from the grant money. 
 
Director Ortiz asked if it is not coming from the grant money, then it is her 
understanding that the board will not pay it.  
 
President Leeson stated that if it is not coming from grant money, then it does not go 
forward.  They would have to come back with a different alternative. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that this was unfair since Mrs. Cintrón worked for this money. 
 
Director Cann stated that given the questions raised, she thinks the board needs to 
consider this again with more information.  The fact that it is paid by grants does not 
answer the questions.  She stated that the grants are in a discreet dollar amounts, to an 
extent part of it is used pay a salary, it is not used to pay something else that it was 
paying for previously.  She again asked for more information.   
 
Director Ortiz stated that she felt the board needed to vote. 
 
President Leeson asked if Director Ortiz was calling for a vote. 
 
Director Ortiz stated yes. 
 
President Leeson asked for a roll call vote on the amended motion for Item #18.  
 
The recommendation is that the board of school directors approves the agreement with 
Mrs. Cintrón to provide contractor service for grant transition at a cost not to exceed 
$10,000,  conditioned upon the money for these services to come from grant money. 
 



The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, 
Faccinetto, Follweiler, Leeson, Ortiz.  Nay, Directors Cann, Dexter, McKeon 
 
Motion passes 6-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 were considered together. 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
Item #20 pulled 
 
Director  Cann stated there are many changes contemplated in 707 and I find all of them 
acceptable except for the change that deletes class 1A and I would like to see the new 
707 passed amended to put class 1A back in.   
 
President Leeson asked if Director Cann was asking for an amendment to this proposal? 
 
Director Cann stated that she was. 
 
Director Dexter stated that she moves to amend policy 707 that we will be considering 
and  proposes that we insert from the agenda the exact language that is on policy #707 
page 2, the exact language that is actually crossed off on this page.  She also said that 
she would move that we consider the language as if it is not crossed off.   
 
President Leeson asked Director Dexter if she wanted the language that is currently 
crossed off, not to be crossed off on page 2 of policy 707.   
 
Director Dexter stated yes and in other words, she would like class 1A policy to be 
reinstated.   
 
President Leeson asked if everyone followed that and understood what was being 
proposed. 
 
Director Dexter made a motion to amend Item #20 
 



President Leeson asked for a vote on the motion to amend.  She stated that all we are 
voting on now is whether the board accepts putting class 1A back into policy #707. 
 
Director Amato stated  the following: “I spent over six hours on two different days on 
this policy with the administration.  Unfortunately, I took a vacation and I missed 
another day.  During that time, I don’t recognize this policy.  You have butchered it.  All 
I am saying here is that this doesn’t look like what the group put together.  To see that 
our volunteer groups have to pay anything to use our school district facilities to develop 
the talents of young athletes is beyond my comprehension.  I cannot understand that.  I 
agree Class 1A should be put back into this policy and we should take out the one half.  
They should get those facilities for nothing.  I don’t see another district, and I work for a 
district, charge for use of facilities.  It is a sad time when our volunteer groups have to 
beg to stay in business because we are going to put them out of business because they 
can’t afford to pay these things.  What would happen to all the fine young athletes that 
have gone through these programs.  These volunteer coaches and volunteer 
organizations end up sharpening their skills and getting athletic scholarships like an 
Anthony Gonzalez and Jared West. These guys are going away with full scholarships to 
college. They had their skills sharpened at a very young age, kept them off the streets 
and pointed them in the right direction because these volunteers took the time and effort 
to do what needed to be done.  All they want is some facilities, taxpayers facilities, in 
this district, that they can’t get, to let our young kids participate in a sport and that we 
don’t have to charge them.  I think this policy and the way it is written, borders on 
discrimination because it hinders these organizations that deal with the poor in our 
community, the underprivileged, broken homes, and what have you.  The kids that are 
out on the streets, low income families, should be off the streets and they need to be put 
into some constructive environment to keep them busy.  We at this point are now going 
to charge them out of business.  The swimming team, I have no problem with.  Those 
kids come from very affluent families.  You can charge them whatever you want.  They 
will rent those facilities.  However, the Hurricane Club, George Yasso would be turning 
over in his grave to see that we are going to turn away that group that cannot use a 
facility for basketball or wrestling or football.  I am just amazed at what we do here.We 
have people on this board that fight for those low income people.  Lets stand up and be 
counted tonight.  Will you please? 
 
President Leeson stated a point of clarification to Director Amato that this is not 
intending to charge these youth athletic programs for every time that they use the 
facilities, it is only when there is a cost to the district of opening the buildings and a 
janitor needs to be present.  These buildings are open almost every evening and these 
facilities are available to these youth programs. 
 
Director Amato stated “I listened to Judy Dexter ramble on and on I have the floor yet 
and I am going to finish my peace if I have to stand up on this table.  Now, Loretta those 
buildings are open on a weekend.  If that janitor has to come in and it costs us a few 
bucks, so what”. 
 
President Leeson stated $10,000 to $14,000 a year. 



 
Director Amato continued and stated,  “and that is going to put this district on financial 
sound ground.  We have other things that we should be looking at to cut, not charging 
those people a few dollar for a janitor to come.  How can the other districts be able to do 
it and we can’t.  Just tell me that.  Convince me of that and you got my vote.  I will 
never be finished on this issue”. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that she agreed with Director Amato.  She stated that the things  
she was thinking about at the last committee meeting was she was torn between 
consistency and the other side too, saying yes to keeping this paper as it is.  But she had 
to go into some research and she went and saw what the people really do at the south 
side.  What these people really do in the poor neighborhoods.  They don’t have to do 
this, they do it out of their hearts and she thinks that in order for us to have a district that 
is fair for these kids they have to give an opportunity to these people that want to help 
us.  This is kind of an extra help.  She said it would be unfair to charge them and to put a 
burden on their finances because they are helping us out with these youngsters and 
really in my district, the one that I represent, we need this.  She also stated that we need 
this because it is an incentive for these children to come to school.  It is an incentive to 
be something greater.  Her vote today is going to be not to keep this and cut whatever 
we have to cut to keep it.  She said to put those extra charges to those people isn’t fair.  
When she spoke to Craig Golden, she listened to him and he doesn’t have kids in our 
district and is willing to give of his finances to help these poor kids and other students.  
She stated that she has totally changed her opinion after she heard him. 
 
President Leeson stated that this is a wonderful group and they do wonderful work and 
there is not a question about that, but she just wants everyone to understand where this 
money comes from.  She said it comes from the Frank Broad Track Meet, which is our 
fifth graders going to one track meet a year; it comes from our all city band; it comes 
from field trips that we had to cut from our elementary schools.  She stated that this is 
where the money does come from and so it is a trade off.  One versus another. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that we all have heard her opinion on this policy from day 
one, however, while she appreciates and respects everyones opinion , there is nowhere 
in this policy that is discriminatory.  She said if we put this amendment back in then 
what we are saying is that any group that is made up of volunteers and has 75% of 
students who live in the Bethlehem Area School District can utilize these facilities.  Any 
group, a swim team, a private school, a group that decides to formulate and anyone that 
wants to have a reading club on a Saturday, any group that is volunteer based with 75% 
of the participants living in the Bethlehem Area School District qualify.   That is what 
this policy says.  This policy was rewritten several times because the groups were being 
charged in some facilities and not charged in others.  She said the board set out along 
with Mr. Washington and Director Amato and others and had a long painstaking time to 
go through this policy to make it as fair as possible and to be implemented the same in 
everyone of our facilities.  Her personal feeling is anybody who is paying taxes in the 
Bethlehem Area School District should have access to our facilities when they are open, 
but if we are bringing in an employee to open the building for one specific group, and 



not the entire community, then yes that group should pay for the services of that janitor 
who needs to come and open the building.  She doesn’t see any discrimination and she is 
offended because that is not her intent in making this policy fair across the board. It says 
to any youth based athletic program, well now we’re discriminating, just what about 
programs that aren’t athletics, why can’t they come in on a Saturday.  75% of the people 
that live in our district, that is any student, that doesn’t matter whether they go to our 
schools or not.  If they live in our district and their parents are paying taxes, they are just 
as available to our property.  The gentlemen who spoke with Director Ortiz, who has no 
students, if he wants to hold a group meeting, book club, he should have access to our 
facilities, but if that facility has to be opened for this specific reason, the general tax 
base should be given some relief.  Again, we have had three presentations of people 
looking for relief of taxes.  We’ve cut programs out of every school.  We cut buses, but 
we can’t have people come up with donations to cover the cost of opening the building 
on Saturday.  She said she agrees with Director Amato, she is baffled, only she’s baffled 
in the opposite opinion.  There can be plenty of philanthropy in the community that will 
help to cover the cost, but the district has got to curb what they force in donations from 
the taxpayers. 
 
Director Faccinetto stated that Director Follweiler took a lot of his points, and stated that 
we have cut programs that directly effect children.  We can’t afford text books, we cut 
buses, we cut teachers, we cut administrators, we cut reading specialists. If we have to 
open a building on a Saturday just for organization to come in, then they should have to 
pay for it.  If the building is open, they can come on in and that is fine, however, if it is a 
Saturday morning and it costs us money to open that building, then they should have to 
pay for it.  He stated he just can’t go somewhere and say it should be free.   
 
President Leeson stated that she does want to clarify that this weekend she heard that the 
Lehigh Valley aquatics program will be 75% Bethlehem Area School District next year 
and that means free swimming facilities for the aquatics program if this policy goes 
through.   
 
Director Cann stated that it sounds very simple to just say if you have to pay for a janitor 
on Saturday, then the groups have to pay for it, but in reality, what it is is if you make 
the groups pay these extra costs, the groups won’t exist, you’ll break the backs of these 
groups.   As Director Ortiz said do something for the district that the district does not do 
for the kids.  She said there is no school sponsored sports team until 7th grade in this 
district and these groups start these kids at 2nd grade and take all the responsibility off of 
the district and do it themselves and do it for free for those children that cannot afford it.  
She also said if we are going to charge these groups for a Saturday or Sunday practice 
time, then they won’t exist.  She said that this is our way of saying thank you for doing 
what we cannot afford to do and it sends a little bit of help for doing what the district 
itself cannot afford to do.   
 
Director Burkhardt asked to please correct him if he is wrong.  He asked if we take this 
out,  we are basically doubling a fee that they are already paying and they were currently 
paying ½ .  He asked if that was correct. 



 
President Leeson responded yes. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated if we put it back in the way it is stated,  it is a compromise and 
he thought we heard that that was ok from the youth organizations the other evening 
when we were at the committee meeting.  He stated if we left it alone, kept it the way it 
was, they were ok.  He would prefer doing what Director Amato said and not have any 
charge,  but that they would be ok as long as we don’t double the rent by taking this part 
of the policy out all together and that is why he was in favor of reinstituting the class 
1A.  He said they are paying ½ and we are paying ½ and that seemed reasonable to him. 
 
President Lesson stated that she would also like to clarify what Director Follweiler was 
pointing out was that this will not be limited to the Bulldogs and the Hurricanes, this 
will go far beyond the Hurricanes and the Bulldogs.  She stated that the cost to the 
district is going to be far more than the costs that have been discussed. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that when she was speaking to Mr. Golden he said they don’t want 
a handout, so she believes they are willing to pay the ½.  Her motion is to move to the 
vote and that it is instituted  Class 1A. 
 
President Leeson stated that we have a motion to vote on this issue. We need to take the 
roll call vote please.  This is the vote now that will be the amendment to include class 
1A, those sections that are crossed out on page 2 of policy 707.  The vote  right now is 
to include class 1A in the policy 707. 
 
Director  Amato asked what is the charge? 
 
President Leeson stated ½ payment. 
 
Director Amato stated that he wants this to come out so that they know they pay 1/2 
when they open the building on Saturday therefore when the custodian comes in and 
receives $40, they pay ½ - $20. 
 
President Leeson stated that we’re voting on the amendment.  She asked for a roll call 
vote on just the amendment. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, 
Cann, Dexter, McKeon, Ortiz.  Nay, Directors Faccinetto, Follweiler, Leeson 
 
 
Motion passes 6-3 
President Leeson stated that we will vote on Item #20 as amended with 1A included. 
 
President Leeson asked for a roll call vote on Item #20 as amended with 1A included. 
 



The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, 
Cann, Dexter, Leeson, McKeon, Ortiz.  Nay, Directors Faccinetto, Follweiler 
 
Motion passes 7-2 

 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 were considered together. 
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Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Follweiler, to accept the 
Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Item number 27, 28) 
 
Motion passes – 8-1 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Follweiler, to accept the 
Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Item number 27, 28) 
 
Motion passes – 8-1 



President Leeson asked Director McKeon if VoTech had a report this 
month. 
 
BETHLEHEM AREA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL - 
Director McKeon stated that they will meet next Tuesday. 
 
Director Ortiz asked if the board could address her questions in 
another meeting.  She stated that she saw an add in the paper for Vo-
Tech for a Technology position and stated that we didn’t vote on 
anything regarding the Technology position, so she wanted to go 
over this issue when the board meets.   
 
President Leeson stated that this would be a question for Vo-Tech. 
 
NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE -  Director Amato 
stated that Northampton Community College did not meet. 
 
INTERMEDIATE UNIT - Director  Dexter stated that there was not 
a formal IU meeting, but she wanted to mention that the IU came to 
the board curriculum meeting this past week and presented some 
information to the board about a possibility of the Bethlehem Area 
School District joining in a venture to provide cyberschool services 
to students either on a part time or a full time basis and the board 
indicated its approval for Dr. Donaher to proceed with discussions 
with the IU.  She stated that they haven’t entered into any 
agreements, but wanted to look into how such a program might be 
implemented, what the costs/benefits might be and what the 
academic benefits to students might be. 
 
Director Burkhardt asked President Leeson if someone would be able 
to keep track of the actual expenses as it relates to the policy that was 
just adjusted.  He stated that it always makes him uncomfortable 
when people throw out that this is now going to open up the flood 
gates for 100 other things to happen.  He said that he wants to see 
whether it really does or not.  He stated that he doesn’t like these 
kinds of general comments being made when we don’t know in fact 
what the effect is going to be.  He stated that the only way we are 
going to know what is going on is if somebody over this next school 
year monitors it and then we can see what is actually happening.  He 
also said he would request that the administration assigns someone, 
whether it’s the athletic directors of the high schools or someone 
else, to see what the actual implications associated with this matter. 
 
President Leeson stated that she thinks Mr. Gilliland is probably 
going to be the person who will be monitoring this. 
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Mr.  Gilliland stated that we are going to be using an accounting 
software, the current software that we are using is almost 
unserviceable, so we are using “School Dude” – it is called Facilities 
Direct and it does have the capability of tracking any and all of these 
accounts as well as invoicing them and one of the things that the 
board had requested was a summary of the use of the buildings on a 
month by month basis.  He said that the new software will enable us 
to do all of this monitoring. 
 
President Leeson stated that she thought what Director Burkhardt 
was specifically asking was with that report could we also have on a 
month by month basis the cost of this policy. 
 
Mr. Gilliland stated that he didn’t think that was a problem. 
 

Director Cann stated that she had an addition to what Director 
Burkhardt was saying was a caution to be careful what is included is 
coming in under 1A so that there are no mistakes.  She stated that it 
shouldn’t be anyone that just raises their hand says I am 1A and that 
you have to really know the character of the organization. 
 
Mr.  Gilliland stated that he was not sure what was being asked, but 
stated that the people who are in 1A must meet the requirements to be 
in 1A.  He also said that he would like to provide a clarification to 
Director Follweiler that he was not sure about the comment she had 
made but to the best of his knowledge and his department that the 
people have been charged according to the classification that they 
qualified for and asked if there are specific examples, he would 
certainly like to know about them.  He stated that organizations that 
are 1A have paid the same within the confines of the policy.   
 
Director Follweiler stated that she just wants to be sure this is done 
correctly.  The way that 707 is setup is that organizations are 
categorized by their nature -- profit, non-profit, but not by any 
particular event that anyone has given, but the nature of the 
organization itself.  It is our principles that make the determination. 
 
Mr. Gilliland stated that this was correct.   
 
Mr. Gilliland stated that ultimately when they start the lease process it 
is verified a number of ways.  It is verified by the athletic directors, 
Dr. Donaher and the principals must sign off on things that are listed.  
By the time it gets to Mr. Gilliland’s desk all the required approvals 
are listed.  The athletic directors, Mr. Gilliland and Mr. Gilliland’s 
secretary have met with regard to this electronic system. They have all 
had training and also provided a routing sheet that everybody needs to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



fill out electronically if they go for various approvals.  This year the 
program is going to be offered at the two high schools, however, all 
locations will be using paper requisitions.  The data will be entered 
into the system electronically.  This will allow for the reports to be 
processed that Director Burkhardt was  requesting. 
 

Director Follweiler stated that she  had the same idea that Director 
Burkhardt did and was very happy that Director Burkhardt brought it 
up.  She stated that hopefully the software is user friendly and it gets 
utilized.  She also said she thinks everyone will learn a lot,  not just 
who or how or what facility is being used, but perhaps it will help 
guide some groups to  more accessible gyms.  Director Follweiler 
used Broughal School as an example.  She stated that Broughal has a 
beautiful gym and a beautiful auxiliary gym,  so someone might be 
using Liberty today, but Broughal could be a better facility choice or 
more available from a scheduling standpoint.  She also stated that it 
sounds like this software might be helpful in that regard. 
 
Mr. Gilliland stated that once this is implemented, which will not 
happen overnight, but ultimately, it has the capability where there 
would be a community portal where people who wished to use the 
facilities would be able to go on line, fill out the application, and can 
get the ball rolling to accommodate them. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she was happy that even though there 
is not a cost, there still is a lease.   
 
Mr. Gilliland stated that she was correct. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she had a second comment that she 
agrees with Director Burkhardt that things may or may not occur as 
we think they are going to, but just yesterday she was talking to a 
parent and a taxpayer whose students attend a private school within 
the district. When they have a program, they pay for the use of the 
high school that is within their area, however, according to our 
policy, since it is a volunteer group and 75% of the students are in 
Bethlehem, if they have to pay for the use of the private high school 
or if they can use our high school facilities for 1/2 payment, if I am 
running that youth organization, I am certainly going to look to at our 
high school facility.  What she said she was saying is that a parent 
came to me yesterday and said when we have a program, we use the 
high school facilities and  pay for the high school in the private 
school.  So, if they meet our criteria, they will use our facility, the 
public high school facility for ½ charge.  She said to Mr. Gilliland 
that what she was referring to is just an example that was given to 
her.  Whether they follow through on the information that was given 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



to them, she has no way of knowing.   She also said, additionally, on 
the policy, it is interesting that we are going through it again, because 
as we all know we’ve learned our lesson in not having the lease paid 
up front or not having the payment up front.  She said just this 
morning she heard an advertisement on the radio that the school 
district is going to have a political fund raiser in the area.  She asked 
that perhaps we can ask Mrs. Gober to try to pursue our funds that 
were fund paid in the past. 
 
President Leeson asked if Director Follweiler was referring to Mrs. 
Clintons unpaid funds. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she was referring to Mrs. Clintons 
unpaid funds.  She also stated that she  understood that President 
Clinton is coming to Bethlehem for a fundraiser and while she 
personally does not approve that campaign, she thinks that  perhaps 
everyone did not realize the full charge to the district for this 
fundraiser.  She also said that the board just had this full discussion 
and they could have paid for a whole year of facility use.   She asked 
if perhaps we could get that bill paid. 
 
President Leeson asked Mrs. Gober if she would like to meet 
afterwards to discuss this payment or asked if she was aware of it.   
 
Mrs. Gober stated that she was aware of the invoice, but she was not 
aware of the fundraiser that is going to be upcoming. 
 
President Leeson told Mrs. Gober that the board would help to 
inform her about the fundraiser. 
 
Director McKeon asked Mr. Gilliland that while we are talking about 
School Dude, is there a mechanism within the School Dude program 
to capture the hours of those leases for particular locations and what 
was billed. 
 
Mr. Gilliland stated yes and also noted that one of the problems of 
the existing system is that sometimes if someone, for example, has to 
cancel, maybe the coach is ill or maybe we have a weather related 
problem, the current system can’t track this information, however, 
the new system will help us keep track of this sort of situation 
because the athletic director will be the one who will be directly 
imputing those changes into the system which ultimately will change 
the evenings for our people who use the buildings.  He stated that 
everyone feels that this will be better and more useful to us. 
 
He also stated that the other item that was talked about was people 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



paying upfront, however, some of these leases we pay  either weekly 
or monthly because it is very difficult to know what is to be charged, 
but, for most of the other leases the money is paid upfront. 
 
Director Dexter stated that she hears the difficulty about the unpaid 
leases, but would just like to point out that one month of collection 
on electronic bill payment transfers might be another way of paying 
for athletic use. 
 
President Leeson asked for other new business 
 
Director Dexter stated that she would like to read a letter that she had 
drafted to her colleagues on the board and was dated with  today’s 
date. 
 
“It has been a pleasure and a challenge to serve this community as a 
school director and the time commitment has been significant.  I 
don’t have to tell you that.  At this time, my personal commitments to 
my family and to my professional practice of law, no longer permit 
me the flexibility needed to continue in my position as school 
director, therefore I ask the board to accept my resignation from this 
board effective the end of the day of August 16, 2010.  We have 
accomplished a great deal of our goals of improving financial 
stability and moving toward increasing academics.  I am confident 
that Dr. Roy will be a very positive leader and I truly believe that we 
have made the right choice for our district.  I remain committed to 
our community and to our schools and would be willing to serve on 
committees from time to time if the need for community participation 
arises.  At this time, I am asking the board to accept my resignation 
as school director, as I stated in the letter, effective August 16, 2010.  
I would remain available at the voting meeting should you need me”. 
 
Move to accept the resignation of Direct Dexter . Motion – Director 
Burkhardt. Second – Director McKeon 
 
President Leeson  stated that “Director Dexter, it is very hard to 
accept your letter of resignation because you have been a leader on 
this board and you have certainly changed the way this board has 
done business. You have raised the level of expectations here in our 
district.  When you talk about the time commitment, I am well aware 
of the kind of time that you have put into this board and I know that 
you have put in 40-60 hours a week almost on a regular basis and I 
know at what expense that has come from both your professional life 
and your personal life even though there is no one I know who can 
multitask like you do and no one who gets more done in a day.  So, 
personally,  I would just like to say how grateful I have been for all 
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of your contributions to this board and to this community through 
your selfless work here on the board”. 
 
Director Dexter extended a thank you to President Leeson. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that while I’ll miss Director Dexter and her 
participation, I fully understand her personal reasons and appreciate 
that she has brought them forward to us.  She also said she would 
agree to vote to accept her resignation so moving forward in thoughts 
of business, just procedurally, when would be appropriate to discuss 
moving forward after we accept the resignation.  She asked if she 
should call a vote to accept the resignation. 
 
President Leeson stated that there is a call to vote unless there is any 
other discussion before the vote and then we’ll move to accept the 
resignation. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that even though we have  sometimes been on 
different side of the aisles regarding issues, she did want to thank 
Director Dexter for the help that she gave her being a new board 
member.  She also said she will miss her and wanted to personally 
thank her for her help. 
 
Direct Dexter extended her thanks and appreciation to Director Ortiz. 
 
President Leeson asked to have a vote to accept Director Dexter’s 
resignation. 
 

President Leeson asked for a voice vote.  All in favor of accepting 
the resignation, please say “aye”. 
 
Motion passes  9-0. 
 
President Leeson stated that at this point, it is her understanding that 
the board has 30 days in which to appoint another school director.  
She asked how are we as a board going to proceed in appointing 
another school director.  She stated that the board has thirty days from 
August 16th to fill the vacancy. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she would like to recommend that we 
not see any interruption in a full board of nine and understood 
Director Dexter’s letter to request that she is resigned as of August 
16th.  She stated that she personally recommends to try to fill the 
vacancy versus going to any meeting with a vacancy.  She said she 
would personally like to see the board utilize the HR meeting on 
August 9th to determine an appointment, so that hopefully by August 
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16th, either Director Dexter is available for the vote or a new board 
member would be available for a vote.   
 
President Leeson stated that previously we have put out an 
advertisement and we have requested information from potential 
candidates and then we have set up a time in which we have 
interviewed those individuals and from the interview process the new 
candidates were selected.  She asked the board if that is the process 
that they would like to use this time.   
 
Director McKeon stated that he didn’t think we should divert from the 
last two or three processes that were done. 
 
President Leeson stated then Director Follweiler it is my 
understanding that you would like us to advertise immediately. 
 
Director Follweiler stated yes, what she was recommending is to 
advertise immediately so that the board has applications or letters of 
intent prior to the August 9th meeting, so that they could hold 
interviews that night at the HR committee meeting.  She stated that 
would  give them two weeks to advertise. 
 
President Leeson stated that sometimes the interviews can be time 
consuming and she wasn’t sure if on the night of a committee meeting 
it would be a good idea for interviews. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she didn’t have a problem if another 
night was selected for the Committee meeting, however, she would 
like it to be that week. She would not like to see a voting  meeting 
pass without having a selection. 
 
Director Faccinetto stated that he recommends that if we interview 
prior to the August 16th meeting, we would have until the first meeting 
in September to name someone so that we wouldn’t have major 
business going on outside of a meeting without another person. 
 
He asked if they need to have someone in place August 17th or can 
they just have someone appointed prior to the next meeting which is 
the second Monday of September .   
 
President Leeson said that his statement is correct.  She also said to 
take this one step at a time. The board wants to advertise and they 
want to interview. She asked if anyone is objecting to interviewing 
either the 9th or sometime during the week of the 9th. She stated that 
since she didn’t see any objections to this, then they will advertise and 
will seek to interview the week of the 9th.   The board will discuss the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



rest of the procedures next week at the committee meeting. 
 
Director Ortiz asked if there is going to be more than just one 
interview. 
 
President Leeson stated that depending on how many people apply.  If 
more than one person applies there will be more interviews. 
 
Director Ortiz asked if August 16th is the deadline for this. 
 
President Leeson stated that actually the clock starts on the 16th and 
we have until September 16th or whatever 30 days is, it may be the 
15th.  She stated that they have one month from the 16th. 
 
Director Cann stated that even if they have until September 16th they 
don’t have too wait that long.  They want to set a due date for 
applications for August 4th. 
 
President Leeson stated then interviews will be either the 9th or the 
week of the 9th.  
 
Director Cann stated then they can decide as quickly, or as non 
quickly,  as long as it is by September 16th. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that she thought this is a bit of a rush since it is 
already the last week of July. 
 
President Leeson stated that it is a week and a ½.   
 
Director McKeon stated that a couple times he had made a suggestion 
that they are opening the gymnasium for athletic events in the fall and 
the spring and also for the athletic field at the stadium for non major 
sports, if you want to call it that and he asked that the business office 
and the athletic director come up with the pros and cons as to why we 
should not start charging admission (we don’t currently charge 
admission) and if possible to get that information for the finance 
committee for Monday.  He stated that the school year is just around 
the corner.  He also stated that if we are going to implement admission 
at the stadium for soccer and indoor field hockey or for boys and girls 
volleyball, they want to be able to at least have a discussion and that 
the public knows about it in advance. 
 
President Leeson stated we are now moving to Courtesy of the Floor. 
There is one gentleman signed up, Mr. Gerhard Basset.  Mr. Basset 
was not here this evening. 
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1.  Mrs. Lynne Fowler 
 
Mrs. Fowler stated that she would just like to ask the board why they 
would punish a school,  Donegan Elementary School, that just 
received such a good rating.  They were fourth out of sixteen  
elementary schools in the Lehigh Valley.  They have such a 
wonderful, wonderful record.  Their gains were significant, but it 
would be better if you could make sure that these improvements in 
classes, grades, relations between teachers and students could be 
solidified and continued.  She stated that it is a fragile situation to 
start.  She said that she is asking the board to please consider not 
removing the seven teachers and the vice principal from Donegan 
School.   She stated that this is very upsetting.  It is like saying, hey 
you’re wonderful, now we are taking away your people.  
 
President Leeson asked to make a clarification on the Donegan issue.  
She stated that they did not take seven teachers away, there has been a 
reduction in the # of students at Donegan.  The numbers are still 
consistent with district policy.  She stated that there have not been any 
changes at Donegan as far as district required class sizes.   
 
2.  Brian Fritz, 4012 Maria Lane, Bethlehem, PA 
 
President Leeson stated that Brian Fritz had a question about what the 
process was for the electrician that was hired by the district.  President 
Leeson suggested that he would speak with Mr. Gilliland and he could 
tell what process took place when they hired the electrician. 
 
3.  Basilia Bonilla, 428 Grandview Blvd.,  Bethlehem, PA 
 
Basilia stated that he would like to address the situation at Donegan.  
He stated that he is a product of the Bethlehem Area School District 
and is currently a student at Moravian College.  He stated that he is 
also an intern for State Senator Lisa Boscola.  He said that before he 
goes any further, he wanted to make it very clear to the board,  that he 
was here on behalf of himself tonight, not the Senator, nor her office.  
 
He proceeded to state to Dr. Persing and members of  the school 
board, that through all his years at Donegan, he could tell you that he 
has never seen a woman work as hard as Ms. Vazquez has as well as 
her teaching staff.  She truly cares about the students and about the 
success of her school.  He stated that this year for the first time ever, 
since he could remember, Donegan has not only made AYP for this 
year, but also for next years targets.  He said that if it weren’t for the 
position of the vice-principal, and the work ethic of Sonya Vazquez 
and her teachers, that this school would not be where it is right now.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In fact, he stated that this  year for the first time, he has seen a side of 
Bethlehem that he has  never seen before.  He also said that during his 
time at Donegan he was introduced to a young man in first grade, his 
name was Jonathan Santiago.  He said that Jonathan was a normal 
young man, he loved to read, he loved to color, he loved to play 
football and even basketball.  He stated that what makes him different 
is not that he has six brothers and sisters, but the fact that he is 
homeless.  He has no home,  his family was living out of their car.  
Ms. Vazquez and her colleagues worked with State Representative D. 
Samuelson, the Spanish Council and others to find a home for this 
family.  Finally they found that family a temporary home.  One day he 
told Ms. Vazquez, that he wanted to mentor little Jonathan.  On 
Mondays before Basilia  would go to his classes, he would sit with 
Jonathan and he would read to Basilia.  He stated that Jonathan would 
tell him about his family and his lifestyle and sometimes he would just 
cry and cry because of the experiences he and his family had to face.  
Basilia stated that he was talking from experience and just listening to 
the struggles of this little boy brought tears to his eyes.  He stated that 
because of the vice-principal’s position at Donegan, Ms. Vazequez 
was able to focus a little time on the need of the families at Donegan.  
This position was the reason why she was able to focus and then bring 
the school to where it is and where the board wanted her to bring it.  
He stated that we all know the children in our school district are the 
future of this great nation.  They are the future doctors who will be 
working to cure the sick and heal the injured.  They are the future 
teachers who are working to shape the next generation.  They are the 
future construction workers who are building our homes, our 
businesses and our schools.  They are the future politicians who will 
be running this nation and they are the future soldiers who will be 
defending this nation.  He said that he urges Dr. Persing and members 
of the school board that we need to protect and defend our future and 
to reconsider their decision and not remove the seven teachers and the 
vice-principal. 
 
 
4.  Jesus Munez, 1230 E Third St., Bethlehem, Pa  
 
Jesus stated that he was here to talk about the decrease of teachers at 
Donegan School.  He stated that he thinks many students at the 
elementary school need individual attention and that with less teachers 
in the Donegan Elementary School each student will not get the 
attention they need.  He stated that he is here to say that if the students 
don’t get the attention they need, PSSA scores will go down and they 
were high this year and the ability to learn will decrease.  He said this 
is why he believes we have to have more teachers at Donegan 
Elementary School. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5.  James Yasso, 3002 Oakland Road, Bethlehem Township 
 
He stated that he would like to thank all the board that voted in favor 
of our students in both the Bulldog and Hurricane basketball 
programs.  He also stated, thank you for seeing that we are willing to 
work with the school district by paying ½ the charge for use of the 
facilities.  He stated that it is greatly appreciated. 
 
He told Mr. Burkhardt that he applauds him for bringing up that we 
police the facilities use.  He stated that we as a group think that this is 
great idea that you police the facilities usage.  He stated that they 
believe there are some groups that may be taking advantage of 
situations that we may not be aware of.  He said that they are fine with 
policing the facilities and just wanted to say thank you for what you 
did tonight.   
 
President Leeson stated the board is now going into an executive 
session as stated earlier. 
 
President Leeson asked for a motion for adjournment. 
Motion – Director Burkhardt moved to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m.  
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Attest, 
 
Stacy M. Gober 
Board Secretary 
 


