
BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
 
 

MAY 17, 2010 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Bethlehem Area School 
District was held on Monday, May 17, 2010 at 7:10 p.m. in the Auditorium of 
Freedom High School, 3149 Chester Road, Bethlehem, PA  18017 

REGULAR 
MEETING 

President Leeson called the roll: 
 
Members present:  Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, Follweiler, 
McKeon, Ortiz, Leeson - 8 
 
Members absent:  Director Dexter 
 
Student Representatives, Hannah Schwarzbach and Dhanu Thiyagarajan 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Others present:  Dr. Thomas E. Persing, Interim Superintendent of Schools; 
Stacy Gober, Board Secretary; administrators, members of the press and other 
interested citizens and staff members. 

OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 

President Leeson requested a moment of silent meditation. 
 
 

MOMENT OF  
SILENCE 

Dr. Persing stated that the board and administration would like to recognize 
and personally thank the Student Board Representatives for this school year.  
He recognized Hannah Schwarzbach and Lindsey Anderson for their monthly 
reports from the high schools and wished them well after graduation.  He also 
recognized Dhanu and Niharko for being the alternate Student Board 
Representatives.  Dhanu and Niharko will take over Hannah’s and Lindsey’s 
positions in September.   
 
President Leeson stated that they are always welcome back. 
 
Dr. Persing recognized the students from East Hills Middle School who 
competed in National History Day.  Recognition Certificates were distributed 
by President Leeson. 
 
Dr. Persing stated that nine East Hills Middle School students competed at the 
regional level of the National History Day competition at Penn State in 
Hazleton that was held on March 13, 2010. The students topics had to revolve 
around the theme “Innovations In History – Impact and Change”.  The 
students began researching at Lehigh University’s Library and continued with 
conducting interviews, gathering documents, pictures, diaries, and other 
sources to help with their entries.  Out of these nine students, six students 
qualified for the state competition which was held Wednesday, May 11th and 
Thursday, May 12th at Millersville University.  Dr. Persing recognized six 

DR. PERSING -
STUDENT 
RECOGNITION 



students and their advisors,  Laura Taylor, Connor Harrigan, Valisa Li.  The 
students did a group performance presentation on “The Compass And 
Exploration Out At Sea Navigation From BC To AD”.   In addition, these 
students placed third at the state competition last week.  Congratulations! Dr. 
Persing also recognized Macey Walker and Faarah Ameerally.  These 
students did a group performance presentation on “Sign Language”. Also 
recognized was Joshua Friedman. Joshua did an individual paper presentation 
on “Fingerprinting – Identifications Greatest Innovation”.  The students 
advisor Tammy Dutton was recognized as well. 
Dr. Persing extended his thanks and congratulations. 
 
President Leeson wished congratulations to all of the National History Day 
winners.  She stated that she knows what kind of work goes into doing a 
quality project for National History Day.   She also stated that it is truly an 
honor to have reached the state level in History Day and extended 
congratulations to all of the students. 
 
President Leeson stated that it is with great reluctance that we see both 
Hannah and Lindsey leaving us this year. Hannah was the only one who was 
able to be at the meeting this evening.  She stated that Hannah and Lindsey 
were wonderful representatives and hoped that they will be returning to visit.  
She stated that the board is looking forward to Dhanu and Niharko joining the 
board next year. 
 
President Leeson offered courtesy of the floor to visitors.  Speakers are asked 
to come to the podium, stating their name and address.  Public comment in 
the first session is limited to 30 minutes and is for agenda items only.  The 
second courtesy of the floor will be for any district concerns or business.  
Speakers are limited to three minutes each.  The board requests that, when 
possible, all individuals supporting a like position on a topic select a speaker 
to present their views to avoid repetition.  If that is not possible, all are 
welcome to speak.  As per school board policy, generally, speakers are 
limited to taxpayers, residents, or employees of this school district.  At the 
conclusion of the regular school board meeting, another block of time will be 
allocated for public comment.  At that time, the same rules will apply.  It is 
asked that speakers observe proper decorum, without personal attacks 
towards a specific individual or individuals.  It is not the custom for the 
board to enter into a dialogue at these meetings about concerns.  However, 
the board does listen with care to issues raised.  Speakers will receive 
responses, in some form, by the administration. 
   

The following individuals addressed the Board of School Directors: 
 
1.  Parent Advisory Committee – represented by Jolene Vitalos – President of 
the Bethlehem Education Association 
 
Jolene stated that The Bethlehem Education Association acknowledges the 
daunting task facing the board to adopt a fiscally responsible budget.  She 
stated that what is difficult to comprehend is the proposal to stockpile 2 
million dollars of this years’ tax increase into the fund balance to attain what 
seems to be an astronomical goal of 16 million dollars by 2016.  Only five 
years ago the fund balance was 8 million dollars.  She asked why in these 

COURTESY 
OF THE FLOOR 
TO VISITORS 



economic times is double better?  She stated that one reason for this proposal 
given to the public was the need to restore the credit rating.  One reason stated 
to the BEA in November was that it will allow the district to borrow more 
money to renovate its’ fourth middle school.  She stated that in August, our 
students return to school with 46 fewer teachers and professionals to work 
directly with them and once again, a reduction of approximately 35 positions 
is proposed without any significant decrease in overall student enrollment.  
She said that the BEA did its’ own class size calculations this fall using 
October 1st enrollment numbers from BASD.  She stated that they are acutely 
aware of many anomalies across all levels within the district.  There are areas 
where 50% or more of the grade levels enrollment in academic courses are 
well above the districts recommended guidelines.  In April, the public was led 
to believe that 6 administrators would be cut.  She stated that the public has 
the right to know the salary costs and actual numbers of the positions cut.  
The BEA calculates a reduction of only 2 positions.  She asked where are the 
cuts?  Middle School Literacy Academy Principal, Central Office Literacy 
Coordinator and three Middle School Assistant Principals at Northeast, 
Nitschmann and Broughal.  She also asked where are the additions - a 
$110,000 salary for a K3 Literacy and full time Kindergarten Supervisor 
imbedded with the PA PAC grant.  Two teachers are tentatively being 
promoted as Assistant Principals, one at East Hills and one at Donegan.  How 
can the administration recommend to the board continuing two full time 
Administrators at Donegan with a projected student enrollment of 400.  Why 
isn’t the district looking to redraw the boundaries between the 700 Fountain 
Hill students and Donegans.  She stated that the buildings could share an 
Assistant Principal.  After all the reassigning of duties, what are the 
responsibilities and salaries of the three now displaced Administrators.  
Fountain Hill and Donegan cannot have two Assistant Principals.  Liberty has 
an extra Assistant Principal.  Will those individuals continue to be paid 
administrative salaries doing some type of administrative work?  She stated if 
this is the case, there are no savings. Last week the BEA requested the 
assignments and salaries of all the individuals impacted by the tentative 
administration assignments for next year and were told that administration 
won’t know their responsibilities until June.  She also stated that it seems the 
theme of swaps continues in the BASD, only now in the form of 
administrative chess.  She said there are many unanswered questions tonight, 
and her math calculations do not show a 6.0 reduction in administration. 
 
President Leeson stated that Amy Shupp was to speak tonight, but she was 
not present. 
 
2.  Larry Aimee, Business Address:  301 Broadway, Bethlehem, PA 
 
Mr. Aimee stated that he was here to address item #25 – Proposal For Energy 
Services.  He stated that as of printing early this morning, it is a 
recommendation that will come before the board later this evening. 
 
Mr. Aimee stated “I struggle to understand the process that we are on.  The 
Morning Call headline after the last Facilities Meeting, and I speak for all of 
you, the headline was “Ethical Quandary”.   This related to the oversight of 
the engineer for the utility audit.  I believe that the committee referred 
specific actions to take place.  I am hoping those specific actions take place or 



have taken place without benefit of any outside review.  My point about the 
outside review is as follows:  the school district in these tough economic 
times spends over 3 million dollars a year in utilities.  Whoever was watching 
the shop at the change and the lifting of the rate caps at the end of the last 
calendar year, now almost 6 months ago, presided over a failure to act which 
caused the district in my estimation, north of $100,000 dollars, probably close 
to $200,000.  If the same firm that is to watch that, and the same 
administration that is watching expenditures, is now going to be charged with 
an energy audit and we missed the opportunity as taxpayers to save money 
simply by going to a third party power provider, then we have all made a 
mistake and I count myself in that as a tax payer in the City of Bethlehem.  I 
would ask that the sunshine shines on the energy services proposal which is 
item #25 for your consideration tonight and that you might think about letting 
somebody else have a look at what is going on behind the scenes.  Thank you 
so much”. 
 
President Leeson stated to Mr. Aimee that there will be a discussion on item 
#25 under unfinished business.  She stated that some of his questions might 
be answered at that time. 
 
President Leeson asked Hannah, for your very last time, if she would like to 
go first to report on the Student Representative Report. 
 
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL – Hannah Schwarzbach, student representative, 
stated that for seniors there are now only three days and a few finals standing 
between us and the wonders of summer vacation.   Grades 9 through 11 are 
also in the home stretch as their last days are quickly approaching on June 4th.  
We are staying busy and continuing to accomplish great things.  In the music 
department, the spring orchestra concert, the first company concert and the 
choral pops concert were all a success.  Great things started to take place on 
the Liberty stage, evident by looking at Liberty’s six Freddy Award 
Nominations for the spring musical – Guys and Dolls.  The nominations were 
for outstanding ensemble member – Jamie Alderesio, outstanding supporting 
actress – Courtney Haines,  outstanding supporting actor – Sean Manion, 
outstanding solo vocal performance by Courtney Haines, outstanding 
orchestra and outstanding costumes.  Congratulations Liberty Theater. 
 
The varsity baseball team played well in the playoffs and the team won the 
LVC Championship as did the girls varsity track team.  The end of the year 
athletic banquet will take place on May 26th to celebrate our hard working 
athletes.  With the end of the year comes many awards beginning with 
tonight’s ACT-SO Award Ceremony in Liberty’s Art Gallery for both Liberty 
and Freedom.  The Academic Awards banquet is May 18th  and the Minority 
Affairs Senior Awards assembly is on May 27th.   
 
Liberty’s Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science Club qualified three 
members for states.  These three students competed at Penn State University.  
Also, in science, our Science Olympiad team was notified that after scoring 
our events from the regional competition, four more medals were obtained 
against the rest of the district teams.  Caroline Piansue and Tyler Dolgos won 
a bronze medal in the chemistry lab.  Sana Ashraf and Zack Daniels won a 
bronze medal in the physics lab.  Verinda Dagoda and Hanna Schwarzbach 
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won a silver medal in the “Right At Do It” event and Jasmine Williams and 
Ogny Pacifipodo won a gold medal in cell biology. 
 
The Scholastic Scrimmage team went to the State Competition and will 
compete on May 25th on the Channel 39 Scholarship Competition.  Liberty’s 
Junior/Senior Prom  “A Night At The Oscars”  was held at the Holiday Inn in 
Fogelsville.  It was a great success.  There was a bit of an issue in the 
beginning when the DJ got lost, somewhere in New Jersey, on the way to the 
prom,  but Hannah stated that we thought on our feet, and were able to hook 
up an ipod to ensure that nothing, not rain, hail, or a missing DJ could ruin 
our prom. 
 
Hannah said that it really is beginning to feel like the end now and after a few 
days of graduation practice over the next few weeks the Liberty seniors will 
be graduating on June 3rd at Stabler Arena featuring Senior Class speaker – 
Charles Strasbaugh and Hannah Schwarzbach as the Faculty elected speaker.   
 
Hannah stated that she would like to take this time to thank Mrs. Durante and 
the Liberty faculty for allowing her to represent Liberty this year and as the 
alternate last year as the student representative.  She also thanked, Dr. 
Persing, and the rest of the board members, for really making her feel like an 
accepted and important member of this board.  She stated that it really has 
been an honor to represent her school. 
 
President Leeson stated that it has been an honor having Hannah as the 
student representative for Liberty. 
 
President Leeson asked Dhanu to give the board her report for the first time. 
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL – Dhanu Thiyagarajan, student representative 
stated that report cards for the seventh marking period were distributed to 
students last Friday after the end of the Quarter last month.  The end of the 
second semester is coming for Seniors with final exams on May 19th and 20th  
while under classman will have their final exams June 2nd and 3rd.   
 
In the Art Departments at Freedom there was a Jazz Festival hosted at 
Freedom on April 16th while the PMEA All State Festival took place from 
April 21st – 24th at Freedom.  April 27th the Annual Art Show at Freedom 
displayed all the great works if Freedom’s artists. 
 
Freedom’s orchestra held its annual Orchestra Concert on April 29th while the 
Spring Choral Concert was held on May 4th and the Spring Band Concert was 
held on May 13th. 
 
Also, Freedom recently hosted a Talent Show performed by the Freedom 
High School students.  Coming up The Freddy Awards will take place at The 
State Theatre on May 27th where the Freedom Theatre Company received 
four nominations.   
 
Several Juniors will be testing on June 5th for the SAT’s and June 12th for the 
ACT’s.  Other opportunities to take such tests will be available for the next 
school year.   



Many Seniors and Juniors are done with their Advanced Placement tests 
which took place during the first and second week in May.  In other testing 
news, the Juniors endured PSSA testing when they returned from Easter break 
for the Math and Reading sections.  Testing for the Writing section took place 
April 20th – 23rd and the Science Section from April 26th – 29th.   
 
Congratulations to junior Raina Jain who won the Sanofi-Aventis 
International Bio Genius Challenge;  a competition for high school students 
who demonstrate an exemplary understanding of fire technology through 
science research projects.  14 students from the US, Canada, and Western 
Australia competed in this years’ event.   
 
Final scholarship deadlines are approaching from numerous organizations and 
are available in the student service centers.  Students are encouraged to visit 
the Freedom website for more available scholarships. 
 
A parents’ spring college night was held to help parents through the college 
process on May 6th at Freedom. 
 
Also, juniors attended a college fair to meet with representatives from various 
colleges during school on May 5th.   
 
At the end of every school year, Freedom takes an opportunity to recognize 
its brightest students and strongest athletes.  On May 20th the Academic 
Awards banquet will take place in the auditorium at 7:00 p.m. after dinner in 
the cafeteria at 6:00 p.m.  Those invited to the special night have already 
received order forms to purchase tickets.  The athletic ceremony will take 
place on May 25th at 7:00 p.m. in the gymnasium and tickets are not required. 
 
The Relay For Life team committee hosted a 5K walk/run to benefit the 
American Cancer Society on May 2nd.   
 
With the end of the year approaching, the committee is preparing to make 
their grand donation to the American Cancer Society at the end of the year. 
 
Students Against Destructive Decisions planned a two day “every 15 
minutes” prevention program for which they created a fake crash site to have 
a profound effect on the student body relating to the effects of drunk driving.  
The next day an assembly was held for upper classman with guest speakers 
for the students. 
  
Freedom Scholastic Scrimmage team is hosting a Freedom Fun Night And 
Book Fair at the Southmont Center  Barnes and Noble on Thursday, May 20th 
from 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  They will need groups of teachers and students 
who will be willing to challenge the team in a game of “Are You Smarter 
Than A Fifth Grader”.  There will be an area for board games like Chess,  
special Frappacinos for sale and lots of books to choose from too.   
 
Keep your calendars booked for Graduation on June 2nd at Stabler Arena at 
Lehigh Univeristy.  Seniors will be done with their school year after final 
exams on May 19th And 20th.  Lastly, Juniors and Seniors enjoyed a starry 
night at this year’s Prom at Desales University on May 8th.  At the 



commencement of the night,  Cory Kelly and Lauren Bone were crowned 
Prom King and Queen. 
 
The Senior issue of The Freedom Form is now available on line. 
 
President Leeson extended thanks to Dhanu. 
 
President Leeson called for the approval of the minutes from the following 
meetings:  May 27th – Public Budget Hearing, February 17th – Special Board 
Meeting, and the February 22th Regular Board Meeting. 
 
 
Director McKeon made a motion to accept the minutes which was seconded 
by  Director Follweiler. 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to approve the minutes.  The motion 
was passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
 
 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT 
MINUTES 
 
VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 

President Leeson called for approval of the committee meeting minutes.  She 
called for approval of the April 12th - Board Facility Committee Meeting, 
April 12th – Board Finance Committee Meeting, April 19th – Board 
Curriculum Committee Meeting, May 3rd – Board Human Resource 
Committee Meeting,  May 10th – Board Finance Committee Meeting. 
 
Director McKeon made a motion to accept the committee meeting minutes 
which was seconded by Director Faccinetto. 
 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to approve the committee meeting 
minutes.  The motion was passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 

APPROVAL OF 
COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
 
 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT 
COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
 

VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 

President Leeson called for approval of the Financial Report/Payment of 
Bills.  
 
Director Follweiler made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to 
accept the Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Item number 21, 22, 23, 
24) 
 
 
President Leeson called for a roll call vote to approve the Financial 
Report/Payment of Bills.  The motion was passed by a unanimous roll call 
vote. 
 
Motion passes  8-0 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
FINANCIAL 
REPORT/PAYMENT 
OF BILLS 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 

President Leeson stated that an executive session was held prior to this 
meeting.  At that time the committee discussed student discipline, personnel, 
negotiations and legal advice.   
 

PRESIDENT’S 
COMMUNICATIONS  

Dr. Persing stated that last month he informed the board and public that three 
educators were finalists in the Star Superior Technology Achievement 
Recognition Award hosted by Colonial Intermediate Unit 20. The finalists 
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were Anthony Markovitch, John Freeh and Donna Poore.  He then stated that 
he would like to recognize the teachers who were nominated for the Star 
Technology Award by their peers for their effective use of technology. 
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Katrina Stenson for best use of technology in Mathematics, sequences and 
series video pod cast lesson. 
 
Kathryn Kaczmarek for best use of technology in English Language Arts 
public service announcement extended research project and pod cast. 
 
Bill Sefranek for best us of technology in Science through remote telescope 
observation project and presentatation. 
 
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL  
 
Steve Bradley for best use of technology in Science curriculum,  
 
Matt Quartuch for best use of technology in Social Studies curriculum. 
 
Holly Erdman for best use of technology in English Arts curriculum 
 
Scott Fritchman for best of use technology in Math curriculum and statistics. 
 
Congratulations to these teachers for their nomination for the Star Technology 
Award.   
 
Dr. Persing reported on the federal programs.  He stated that the Bethlehem 
Area School District was notified by the Lehigh Valley Workforce 
Investment Board that our Freedom High School career linking academy 
grant has been funded in the amount of $11,144.00.  The funds will be used to 
serve 30 students in a six session program that will enhance the career 
development of students.  He stated that the students will be exposed to the 
variety of post secondary opportunities available to them. 
 
An excerpt from the letter from the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
was shared by Dr. Persing. 
 
Dear Dr. Persing, 
 
I thank you for you and your staff for participating in the federal programs 
consolidated review on March 15, 2010.  This review indicates that your 
Title 1, Title 2, Part A, Title 3, and fiscal requirements are in complete 
compliance with current statutes, regulations and guidance released by the 
United States Department of Education. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Renee Hahovic 
Chief Division of Federal Programs PD 
 



President Leeson stated that we are going to discuss the proposal for energy 
services under unfinished business. 
 
President Leeson stated that Atty. Spry, was asked the question about conflict 
of interest.  She asked if he could share with the board what he has researched 
and his opinion at this point.   
 
Atty. Spry stated that this is legal advise provided to the board in the 
executive session.  He stated that he was requested by the chair of the board 
facilities committee to rule on whether it’s a legal conflict of interest for the 
districts’ engineer to submit a proposal in response to a request for proposal 
for energy services with the understanding that the district engineer,  which is 
D’Huy Engineering,  had no part in the preparation of the request for proposal 
nor the specifications.  He concluded based upon a conversation with The 
American Society of Civil Engineers and a review of advisory opinions of 
The National Society of Professional Engineers that there is no legal conflict 
of interest.  He also said that the board is not precluded by any legal conflict 
of interest from choosing D’Huy if it chooses to do that.  The board has the 
power to select any of the responding firms to request a for proposal since this 
is a professional service and you are not required to accept the lowest bid.  He 
stated that in his opinion,  there is no legal conflict of interest. 
 
President Leeson stated that she would also like, for the record, an answer to 
the question that was posed at courtesy of the floor. She stated that Mr. 
Gilliland brought us a proposal, her recollection was back in October, in time 
to try to capture the rate changes that took place in January.  She also stated 
that there is noone assigned, certainly not our engineer,  at this time assigned 
to tracking those ratings.  She asked Mr. Gilliland if this was the proposal that 
the board is looking at  to cover some of the energy savings.  
 
Mr.  Gilliland stated that President Leeson’s statement was not exact. He 
stated that his recollection was that it was last summer that the original talks 
occurred.  He stated that he knew they had talked to Dr. Lewis and 
subsequently at cabinet about the rate hikes to try to prepare for them.  He 
stated that this was a question that was asked at the facilities committee 
meeting recently because of the fact that the energy plan has not been 
approved at this point.  He stated that they felt that they needed to absolutely 
do something for the short term until they were able to obtain the energy 
services and therefore, they did go out and  shop for the energy rates.  
President Leeson stated that first of all, although it may have been discussed 
internally, she was not sure that it came to the board level until October.  She 
stated secondly, her point was that the board did not have someone assigned 
at that time to oversee the rate changes until they went into the consortium.  
She also stated that this was not part of the district engineer’s job. 
 
Mr. Gilliland agreed that President Leeson’s statement was correct. 
 
President Leeson asked if Mr. Gilliland brought this proposal to the board 
early enough to try and capture the changes that took place in January. 
 
President Leeson stated that she was wondering if Mr. Gilliland could please 
share with us a summary of his findings.  She stated that we have all had an 
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opportunity to get the requests for proposals, and the matrix that was used by 
you to identify, but perhaps he could share with the board some of his 
thoughts on the different proposals that he received. 
 
Mr. Gilliland stated that he would be more than happy to share his thoughts.  
He stated that he believes, as he had indicated before, that they did have 11 
respondents.  He said there were some people who had pretty much a 
specialty nitch.  He shared an example for the board.  He stated that one 
company specialized in taking a look at our energy bills and tried to recover 
what they perceived would be the anomalies in the energy bills.  He also said 
the they did have seven actual proposals that gave a price for an energy audit 
and plan.  He stated that there were five of them who did evaluate each and 
every company based on the matrix and he believed that the price was 
certainly one of the considerations and it was weighted the highest on the 
matrix, but that it was not the only consideration and that there were other 
considerations that were used.  He said that they also discussed one of the 
proposals which was from Enesco and stated that they had talked about that  
particular proposal being “0” dollars,  however,  he stated that even in the  
information that was received from the company,  that their plan was strictly 
to do a preliminary energy audit to see if there was a basis for a guaranteed 
energy savings program that would possibly benefit the Bethlehem Area 
School District.  He said he had also talked to the board about the fact that it 
was perceived in our department and those others who have worked on this 
for quite awhile, that this should be a three prong approach and felt first of all 
that education was key to this, not only educating our staff, our students, our 
public, but that we could achieve some energy savings in that area and it was 
felt that this was some of the low hanging fruit that they could do.   
 
The second thing that they talked about was optimizing the systems that they  
do have, whether they are control systems such as HVAC controls, lighting 
controls systems, and things of that nature since there are a lot of events that 
are held in the evening.  This is what they meant about optimization. 
 
The third thing that they had talked about was investing.  He stated that there 
is probably not a building in this school district or any other school district 
that couldn’t benefit from some sort of capital infusion for new equipment 
and more energy efficient equipment.   He felt that all along they never did 
not consider some kind of performance contracting if that was the boards 
wish in that regard.  He also stated that these were the three prongs that were 
discussed and that it is still his feeling and he felt that it was the feeling of the 
people who evaluated these proposals. 
 
President Leeson asked if there were any questions or comments from the 
board. 
 
Director Cann stated that she would like to propose tabling a decision on this 
for the single reason that the board hasn’t had a substantive  discussion on the 
merits of the various proposals.  She stated that at the last Facilities 
Committee Meeting, they had just received Mr. Gilliland’s summary and his 
group summary and his recommendations a couple days before. 
President Leeson stated that this is the discussion time and we haven’t moved 
to the recommendations yet.   



Director Cann asked if the board would suggest tabling it. 
 
President Leeson  stated that she would not suggest tabling it, because 
nothing is on the table.  She stated that right now we are having the discussion 
and offered Director Cann the chance to have a substantive discussion on this 
issue. 
 
Director Cann stated that we haven’t yet as a group,  gone through the 
substance and the merits of the top five or six companies that this group 
recommended. 
 
President Leeson stated that is what we are doing now and asked if Director 
Cann had any thoughts on the top five companies. 
 
Director Cann stated that she couldn’t be quick, so she’d rather not do it now. 
 
Dr. Persing stated that he was confused because we never did this before.  He 
stated that when we advertise something and we get bids from people, we 
never sit down and go over the top three or four or five. It is a 
recommendation that was given to us and it was recommended by the 
administration, so they can choose the lowest bid or the one that they feel is 
right.   He then asked Director Cann why she wanted to change that now. 
  
He stated that he was curious and wanted to know a reason and felt he was 
entitled to an answer.  He also stated that we don’t do it for anyone else. 
 
Director Cann stated that she felt this was a more complicated process, then 
just picking somebody to supply us. 
 
Dr. Persing stated how about building a 30 million dollar building.  He said 
that we don’t rip them apart 1, 2, 3, 4, we go with the recommendations or the  
lowest bid and go from there.  He again asked why would you do this for 
something like this? 
 
President Leeson stated that she thought that right now everyone should stay 
on point.  She stated that right now what we are trying to do is have a 
discussion on the recommendations that have been made by the 
administration. 
 
Dr. Persing stated that he didn’t want to drag our feet any more because we 
have been dragging our feet for six months and losing out on savings that this 
district is in dire need of.   
 
President Leeson asked if there was any particular company or any proposal 
that Director Cann would like to discuss at this point.  
 
Director Cann  stated that her request was just a suggestion. 
 
Director Amato stated that he was fine with what was presented and the 
lowest bid.  He stated that we went out and advertised it and he is satisfied 
with what the lowest bid has come in at. 
 



Director McKeon stated that he has a procedural issue that he would like to 
discuss.  He stated that with the prior administration, they had consistently or 
constantly reminded them of bringing issues before the board at the board 
meeting.  He stated that they had tried diligently to have it run through the 
committee and that everybody was aware in the committee meeting and that if 
there was any objection to issues being on the agenda, that this was the time 
to state your peace.  
 
He then stated that, we just violated our own promise.  This issue was on the 
agenda for a vote and there was no consensus even at the committee meeting 
for this.  He stated that there was a lot of talk, but nothing definite happened. 
 
President Leeson stated to Director McKeon that  if the majority of the board 
want to table the issue this evening that it would not be a problem.   
 
Director McKeon stated that he understood that. 
 
President Leeson stated that we have had it on the agenda now for 
approximately seven or eight months.   
 
Director McKeon stated that it’s been up for seven or eight months and it has 
only been a sporadic discussion.   It has not been an activity to go to the 
monthly board meeting, because he felt he didn’t know enough about the 
subject.  He stated that he needs to be educated on the subject before he could 
vote on it.  He also stated that what if we make a substantial financial 
investment and find out it has gone south on us.   
 
Director Burkhardt stated that maybe he was at a different Facilities Meeting, 
but we looked at this issue in great detail and probably the one issue that rose 
to the highest level was the issue of conflict of interest and we asked for a 
solicitors opinion which we did receive and he is now ready to vote.  He 
didn’t understand what more is supposed to be done.   He stated that we have 
a recommendation from the administration and that he thought that it was 
time to vote. 
 
President Leeson asked if there was anymore discussion on a proposal itself 
and if there was any recommendation. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated that he would recommend that we insert the name 
of D’Huy Engineering and that the board of school directors, authorizes the 
administration to enter into an agreement for energy services with D’Huy 
Engineering based on the proposal received. 
 
President Leeson asked if there were any objections from the administration 
or if there was any further discussion on this matter.  
 
Director Follweiler stated that she was confused on the procedural note as 
was Director McKeon.  She stated that we are in unfinished business right 
now and Director Cann was unable to table the item because we weren’t 
under recommendations of the administration and therefore she was confused 
procedurally how the board can be making a recommendation to change the 
recommendation if we are not on that agenda item. 



President Leeson stated that her understanding was that we were not changing 
the item, we were filling it in.   She also stated that if the board would prefer 
to wait until we get to the recommendations part of the meeting that that 
would be fine.  President Leeson stated that she just wanted to make sure that 
the board had finished their discussion at this level before they moved on to 
the recommendations. 
 
Director Follweiler agreed that the unfinished business part of the discussion 
seemed to be over, however, she agreed with Director  McKeon that 
procedurally it did not come up in the committee meeting to be added to this 
weeks agenda, it was just present on the agenda. 
 
President Leeson stated that she thought that the board had done this with 
policies as well, and that they have had lengthy discussions at different times.  
She also stated she thought the board had lengthy discussions to try to answer 
questions that have come up and the board has proceeded in that way. 
 
Director Faccinetto made a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration item numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 25.  Director Ortiz seconded the motion. 
 
President Leeson asked to pull Recommendation #6 – Student discipline – 
item #0965271. 
 
Director Cann pulled item #25 
 
Director Mckeon – pulled item #1 
 
President Leeson called for a roll call vote on agenda item number 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20. 
 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors, Amato, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, Follweiler,  Leeson, McKeon, Ortiz. 
All motions passed. 
 
President Leeson asked for a roll call vote on Item #1 and Item #25. 
 
Director McKeon had suggested to separate these two items when voting on 
them. 
 
President Leeson asked for a roll call vote on Item # 1. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, 
Burkhardt Cann, Faccinetto, Ortiz.  Nay, Directors Follweiler, Leeson, 
McKeon. 
 
Motion Passes 5 - 3 
 
President Leeson asked for a roll call vote on Item #25 
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The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, 
Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Leeson, Ortiz.  Nay, Directors Cann, Follweiler, 
McKeon. 
 
Motion Passes 5 - 3 
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Director McKeon stated that he will be voting no this evening regarding the 
tentative budget.  His concerns were about the 6.1 % increase.  He stated that 
it was significantly more than he was willing to settle for.  He stated that one 
of the discussions was to not think short term, to think long term.  When 
looking at the pension costs, he stated that the increase is almost a 100% 
increase from last year to this year and in two more years, it is going to 
increase by 200%.  He was concerned about how we going to pay for the 
increase if it goes to 23 million dollars as projected over what is currently the 
8 million dollars that is forecast for next year.  He stated that this is going to 
be about a 10 or 11 mil increase solely on pension costs.  He felt that by 
expanding other expenditures would be ludicrous and that it is necessary to 
trim the budget to 6.1% or lower.  He also stated that he will be voting no, no 
matter what. 
 
President Leeson agreed with Director McKeon’s concerns about the 6.17% 
tax increase.  She also stated that she knows that we have one of the lowest 
tax efforts in Northampton County and that we need to show a local tax 
effort, but agreed that the 6.17% is also a little too high. 
 
President Leeson asked Director Amato if he had any comments to add to the 
discussion. 
 
Director Amato asked for reaffirmation that this is a tentative budget that 
needs to be put into place and is state required that we pass a tentative budget 
but that this does not mean this is the final budget.  He stated that we have 
until the end of June to do any further cuts which he too would like to see 
happen.   
 
President Leeson confirmed that Director Amato is absolutely correct 
regarding the tentative budget that is on the table this evening. 
 
Director Amato stated that if the tentative budget is not passed, then we are in 
violation of the state requirement. 
 
President Leeson stated that the board needs to pass the tentative budget one 
month prior to passing the final budget.   
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Mrs. Gober confirmed that the information is correct regarding the tentative 
and final budget. 
 
President Leeson stated that the meeting in June is just a little over a month 
away and that if the board does not pass the tentative budget this evening, it 
would be very difficult and it would be necessary to have a special board 
meeting to pass the preliminary budget, a month prior, so that there is a 
months notification to the public. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that she thought the tentative budget should be passed 
tonight and that it can be reviewed by the board prior to the final budget being 
put into place. 
 
President Leeson confirmed that Director Ortiz and Director Amato were 
correct in stating that the vote tonight is not for the final budget. 
 
Director Follweiler – stated that she will be voting no regarding the budget 
and fully understands the process that this is a preliminary budget.  She also 
stated that she was not comfortable with the amount of increase to the tax 
payer.  She stated that her conscience would not let her vote yes regardless of 
the legalities. 

 
President Leeson asked for a roll call vote on Item # 1. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, 
Burkhardt Cann, Faccinetto, Ortiz.  Nay, Directors Follweiler, Leeson, 
McKeon. 
 
Motion Passes 5 - 3 
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The administration’s recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 
and 25 were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 

 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 
were considered together. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Follweiler made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and 
Payment of Bills, (Item number 21, 22, 23, 24) 
 
Motion passes – 8-0 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Follweiler made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and 
Payment of Bills, (Item number 21, 22, 23, 24) 
 
Motion passes – 8-0 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director Follweiler made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and 
Payment of Bills, (Item number 21, 22, 23, 24) 
 
Motion passes – 8-0 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Follweiler made a motion, seconded by Director Faccinetto, to accept the Financial Report and 
Payment of Bills, (Item number 21, 22, 23, 24) 
 
Motion passes – 8-0 



 



 



 



 
 

Director Cann stated that she requested to table item #25, and reaffirmed that 
this was not any sort of commentary on the administrations recommendations 
or the boards’ recommendation in any way, but that it was just a suggestion 
for prudence sake to have a further discussion on item #25. 
 
President Leeson stated that Director Cann made a motion to table item #25.  
Director McKeon seconded the motion. 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to table item #25. 
 
The question was called with a roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Cann, 
Follweiler, McKeon.  Nay, Directors Amato, Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Leeson,  
Ortiz. 
 
Motion failed  3 – 5 
Item remains 
 
Director McKeon stated that at the committee meeting, Mr. Burkhardt was 
correct about us discussing item #25 and stated that there was more 
discussion over the ethics issues than anything else. 
 
He had stated that the board had asked the administration to provide them 
with some information on Act 129 and had asked the administration to 
contact the Allentown School District and see if they could review the energy 
audit that they had performed for them.  He also stated that Atty. Spry stated 
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that there didn’t seem to be a conflict of interest from a contractual view 
point, but there could be an ethics violation within their own professional 
organization.  He also stated that he was not saying Atty. Spry offered that, 
but he left it open that if the board wanted to hire an outside engineering firm 
to review the case, they could do so.   
 
President Leeson asked Atty. Spry for a clarification of this information. 
 
Atty. Spry stated that he thought, in his opinion, that there is not a legal 
conflict of interest, however, if the school board would retain D’Huy, and 
D’Huy makes a recommendation to the district and the school board wants to 
review that recommendation, it would be required to retain another 
engineering firm to review that recommendation because it would be an 
ethical violation for an engineering firm to review its own work.   
 
Director McKeon stated that that was where he was going with his prior 
statement. 
 
Director McKeon stated that two of three items that were requested at a 
Committee Meeting have not been addressed yet.  He then stated that he 
didn’t understand why they would even be proceeding until after the 
responses came back to the Facilities Committee and at that time the board 
would decide whether or not to add it to the June agenda.    
 
Scott Gilliland stated that he would be more than happy to address Director 
McKeon with regard to the Allentown School District.  He stated that he did 
contact the Allentown School District and talked to their energy manager and 
also their facilities manager.  He stated that he did not have their plan in hand 
to review but did have it in generalities.  He stated that what he did find out 
was that the Allentown School District had been working at this for quite 
some time and that he was told that they had an initial energy audit that the 
energy manager could recall.  The Allentown School District then entered 
into a contract with Energy Education Inc. and participated in that program.  
The Allentown School District has had an ongoing program and had another 
audit done because they wanted to go after some of the guaranteed energy 
savings with Enesco.  He stated that this was the history as it was explained to 
him. 
 
Director Cann stated that she wanted to follow up on Director McKeon’s 
comments and wanted to make clear what was found out was that if the 
Bethlehem School District engaged to do the energy audit, or an energy plan, 
that it is in no way a conflict of interest and that is was not fair to even leave 
that rumor hanging.  She stated that the rumor has been cleared and 
everything is fine and she reaffirmed that this must be made crystal clear 
since that would be the only fair thing to do. 
 
President Leeson asked for a roll call vote on Item #25 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, 
Burkhardt, Faccinetto, Leeson, Ortiz.  Nay, Directors Cann, Follweiler, 
McKeon. 
Motion Passes 5 - 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 
     and 20 were considered together. 
 

President Leeson asked Director McKeon if he had a report on Vo-Tech. 
 
BETHLEHEM AREA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL - Director 
McKeon stated that he had a very brief report.  He stated that they had 
discussed new hires and also some potential changes in programs at Vo-Tech 
and potential construction, but indicated that that would be a long way off 
because of funding issues. 
 
NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE - Director Amato stated that 
Northampton Community College met on Thursday, May 6th with reports 
from the Committees Instructional Service and Personnel Committee 
reporting on three academic programs that were audited. He stated that the 
Community College audits their programs by an outside auditing firm every 5 
years and that the firm will come back and then recommend that they keep 
those particular programs in place or discontinue them.  He stated that the 
three programs that were audited at this particular time were Biological 
Science, Automotive Technology and Small Business Management and that 
all three were recommended to be continued and to offer these programs to 
the students. 
 
He stated that the committee reviewed three new degreed programs – two in 
secondary education and one in middle education areas.  Two of the programs 
were associate arts degrees and one was an associate of science degree.  He 
also stated that they were given an update on Achieving The Dream By Marty 
Klaussen. 
 
Finance and College Facilities Committee met and reported on the Monroe 
Campus activities.  The Fowler Center third floor renovations and the Penn 
Hall renovations at the Bethlehem Main campus are right on schedule and 
going very well.  There was a report from the President of Student Services 
who discussed about the activities going on at both the Bethlehem and 
Monroe campuses, the Washington DC trip taken by the students at the main 
campus and Monroe campuses. Also, the School of Architectural Engineering 
at the college gave a report and various demonstrations on their Hellertown 
project that the school is involved with in helping to make some proposals on 
how to upgrade and renovate various areas of housing and stores and other 
places in the Hellertown area.  Director Amato also stated that Dr. Scott made 
the trustees aware of seven new grants that were awarded to the college 
bringing the total for the year in grants that have been awarded to the 
Community College, of just under 6million dollars – 5.929 million dollars in 
grants. 
 
President Leeson asked if there were any reports from Dual Enrollment. 
 
DUAL ENROLLMENT - Director Cann stated that there was no report since 
the next meeting will be in early September. 
 
President Leeson asked for an update on the superintendent search.   
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SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH - Director Follweiler stated that she had 
wished that she had more of an update for the board, however, the board has 
been continuing to search for the next superintendent and that they have a 
meeting later this evening with the search consultants to give the committee 
some personnel related findings that they have on a few of the potential 
candidates. 
President Leeson stated that the board had scheduled an Illicks Mill Meeting, 
but that no one was able to attend. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she was not able to attend the meeting.  She 
stated that the mill project seniors had their last meeting of the year and are 
moving onto their next adventure and that there will be a new class coming in 
for the next year. 
 

President Leeson stated that the board had a brief discussion on trying to 
revitalize the code of conduct and asked Dr. Persing if he would like to share 
some of his thoughts. 
 
Dr. Persing stated that meetings were taking place regarding the code of 
conduct, and they were trying to make sure that what is being done is a 
universal implementation.  He stated that he had approached the former 
superintendent Mr. Tom Doluisio to ask if he would be interested in helping 
with the code of conduct.  He stated that they are going to have a conference 
with Mr. Doluisio and are hoping that within the next month or so that a plan 
will be in place to bring back to the board. 
 
President Leeson asked if Dr. Persing was looking for board approval to bring 
Mr. Doluisio on board. 
 
Dr. Persing stated that he thinks the board should vote on having Mr. Doluisio 
brought on board and also to make sure that the board does approve of this 
since if he gets involved, same as any body else, he has to get clearances and 
anything else that is appropriate. 
 
President Leeson asked if there was a motion to accept Mr. Doluisio in this 
roll. 
 
President Leeson called for a motion to appoint Mr. Doluisio in the role of 
special assistant to the superintendent for learning environment. 
 
Director Cann asked if this was a salary or “no” salary position. 
 
Dr. Persing stated that this is a “no” salary position. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she wouldn’t be prepared to vote until we had 
the proposal, much like the energy plan, since it was not suggested to be on 
the agenda.  She also stated that she has no particular yes or no opinion 
because there was no outline of what is going to be happening with this 
position. 
 
Director Ortiz stated that she agrees with Director Follweiler in that Mr. 
Doluisio’s role needs to be clearly stated as to not step on anybody’s toes.  
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She stated that it needs to be very clear, what he is going to be doing and who 
he is going to report to before the board can make a final vote. 
 
President Leeson told Director Follweiler and Director Ortiz that this is at the 
discretion of the administration and that the administration is looking for the 
boards’ approval for legal reasons.  She also stated that Mr. Doluisio would 
be working for Dr. Persing and under his direction.   
 
Dr. Persing confirmed that President Leeson’s information was correct. 
 
President Leeson wanted to clarify that Mr. Doluisio was not under the 
direction of the board. 
 
Dr. Persing confirmed that President Leesons’ information was correct. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she will be voting no until it is clear to her, as 
with every other hire, that this is a no salary hire.  Also, Director Follweiler 
stated that with every other hire, it is listed on the agenda for approval and 
that that section of the meeting had passed.  She stated that she would like to 
know more about what the plan is prior to the vote. 
 
Director Burkhardt stated that this is kind of like the chicken and the egg, 
which came first.  Director Burkhardt stated that by the board endorsing this 
concept, it would then allow for the creation of a plan that could come to the 
board for its approval.  He stated that if at the time, the board didn’t like the 
plan, then Mr. Doluisio goes back into retirement. 
 
He then stated that if we do like it, at least the step has been taken that the 
board is saying you are welcome back to work on this plan.  He stated that it 
would make more sense to have the boards’ endorsement before energy is 
expended on a plan, then to put together a plan and then find out that the 
board doesn’t want it.   
 
Director Ortiz stated that she believed that what the board is doing is already 
saying yes, but that they do not have the information on the position and 
therefore she would also say no. 
 
President Leeson asked Dr. Persing if he was thinking about starting the 
education process at the administrative retreat in June.  She also stated that 
that would be prior to the next board meeting and in order to have the boards’ 
endorsement prior to this starting roll, it should be approved now. 
 
Dr. Persing confirmed that this information is correct. 
 
President Leeson stated that if we do not approve this request, we will not get 
the administrators and that the board will not have the opportunity to be 
working with the administration, which would not be good timing for the 
education process at the administrative retreat in June. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



President Leeson asked if we could have a motion and a second and also 
asked if there was any other discussion. 
 
Director Burkhardt made a motion, seconded by Director Amato 
 
President Leeson asked for a roll call vote. 
 
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Amato, 
Burkhardt, Cann, Faccinetto, Leeson.  Nay, Directors Follweiler, McKeon, 
Ortiz. 
 
Motion Passes 5 – 3 
 
President Leeson asked if there was any other new or miscellaneous business. 
 
Director Cann stated that she didn’t know who to address this question to, but 
wanted to know if there was any reason that the regular board meeting 
couldn’t be held all the time at Freedom High School.  She stated that it is 
really nice and cool and that the air conditioner is beautiful.  She stated that 
she never felt better at a regular board meeting. 
 
Dr. Persing stated that he agrees with Director Cann and supports her 
suggestion. 
 
President Leeson stated to Mr. Laporta that he may soon be the host to the 
boards’ monthly meetings. 
 
Mr. Laporta responded “anytime”. 
 
President Leeson stated that the board would need to check the high school 
schedule because the facility is used fairly often.  She stated that the board 
would take a look at this suggestion in the upcoming months.   
 
Director Follweiler stated the following two things. First she stated that this 
suggestion had been brought up with the previous administration about 
moving to other facilities so that the meeting is held in different schools 
throughout the city, and that it was always taken under favorable discussion, 
but never moved anywhere.  
 
She also stated that she felt the same as Director Cann and that this is a good 
step to move to another location, however part of the issue was that the 
meetings do need to be advertised.  She also stated that having it at the same 
location is an advantage that people know where to go.  She stated too, that at 
best, she would be in favor of looking at a city map and figuring which school 
is the most centralized area within the whole district.  She said that she 
personally likes the idea of moving the meeting around. 
 
President Leeson asked if Dr. Persing could look into this and perhaps get 
back to the board after having a discussion with his experts on either moving 
it or choosing a more central location. 
 
Dr. Persing asked if he could share some experiences that he has had with this 
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suggestion.  Dr. Persing stated that it is a good idea to move your meeting 
around because you are probably locating in an area that would make it 
proximity for people to attend in that area, however, his experience shows it 
doesn’t make a darn bit of difference and you are going to get the same 
people.  You may get a few new people, but no significant amount. Dr. 
Persing said that this is not to discourage anyone from doing it, but he just 
wanted to share that fact of his life.  He also stated that if you are going to 
have a meeting, be good to yourself.  Dr. Persing agreed that Freedom High 
School was a great place.   
 
Director Follweiler had a second item for discussion for the record, since 
Director Amato had called the question before she had an opportunity for 
discussion under the energy proposal.  She stated that her no vote in no way 
reflects her faith in Atty. Sprys’ opinion on the conflict of interest questions.  
She was fully satisfied with the opinion and fully satisfied that there is no 
conflict of interest from a legal standpoint.  Her no vote was strictly on the 
procedural fact that she did not feel the board had voted to put it on the 
agenda.   
 
President Leeson asked if there was any other new or miscellaneous business.  
There was none. 
 

President Leeson asked if there was anyone who would like to address the 
board at this time. 
 
Name: Larry Aimee 
 
Mr. Aimee stated, thank you. It was a pleasure to watch the school board in 
action this evening and congratulations on an energy plan.   
 
He stated that he believed that Scott Gilliland had suggested that a plan that 
has to do with education, optimizing systems and investing is the right plan. 
 
He offered his congratulations and stated that energy is a wonderful 
barometer of overall facilities stewardship.  He wanted to share a few points 
and stated here is the rough and they are multiple, so please pardon him while 
he outlines the journey that he has been on as a respondent to the bid request.  
He stated that first of all, there was no opportunity to respond until the board 
directed it to go back to RFP and stated thank you for doing so. 
 
Secondly he stated that we do call it an audit.  An audit by definition has 1 
firm reviewing the work of a second firm.  There is no legal conflict, but yes, 
your audit requires engineering expertise to be evaluated and in the School 
Districts case, the in house engineer will be evaluating the work of the energy 
auditor and that is what you have approved tonight.  He stated that you will 
approve D’Huy to oversee their homework.  Mr. Aimee asked to continue for 
a little bit longer.  First, he stated, that all we had was an RFP that had two 
components in it that were let before the bids were reviewed and those two 
components were solar and the energy buying.  On the energy buying it was 
because it was part of the consortium.  He stated that every other school 
district in the PPL district has already bought their energy in any quartial 
savings left on January 1st.  He also stated that the school district will be 
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buying energy by themselves and that is not part of the consortium.  He stated 
that the board said it was a short term fix, if you buy energy for two years, 
your contract reads that you will be having a contract for two years.  He 
didn’t feel that two years is considered short term, but he does believe that we 
should be buying energy for a two year window right now.  He continued by 
saying that  we did not have someone assigned to the project of watching 
energy, and his question was not that you didn’t have someone, but it is why 
you didn’t have someone assigned to watching energy.  He stated that it is a 
major part of the boards oversight, it is a major part of responsibility and it is 
major part of facilities stewardship. He stated again that there was no one 
watching the shop and now there is an auditor that will also be watching the 
shop.  In continuing, he stated that the solar piece that was let, was part of the 
RFP, but was let before hand, before review.  He said he discovered at the 
facilities committee meeting that the engineer doing the support for the solar 
project is none other than the school district’s district engineer.   
 
President Leeson stated that 30 seconds were remaining. 
 
Lastly, Mr. Aimee stated that he would suggest that there is an opportunity 
right now for the school district to use the PPL energy audit services that are 
available.  He stated that there is a grant of up to $100,000 that can be used to 
offset.   He had hoped that the board will consider using this and hoped that 
they will consider other actions.  
 
He concluded by saying that it seemed to him tonight that the school district 
had lost an opportunity. He stated that there is a new superintendent, a new 
auditor, a new finance director, but we have the same facilities crowd. 
 
President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who would like to address 
the board at this time. 
 
Mitig Seltzer, 3929 Spruce Court, Bethlehem, PA  
 
She stated that she was here to bring up an item from last months agenda, 
which she hadn’t looked at until after the meeting.  The item that she was 
pertaining to was the request from the Liberty Band for $7450.00 for their 
two trips that are scheduled for 2011.  She stated specifically, she was 
interested in what the $4,500 for general use was.  The other one was specific 
and said it was for substitutes. 
 
She said that the reason she had these questions, was because she is the vice-
president of the Freedom Band Parent Organization and that their band just 
went on a trip in June of last year and when they requested funds, it was 
stated that they would pay for all costs for the administration to go and for the 
substitutes and that is what they did.  She said there was no cost to the district.  
She stated that in light of the budget problems that we clearly have, she just 
was questioning why that money was put in for request. She was wondering 
why the Liberty Band Parent Organization isn’t being asked to pay for this. 
 
President Leeson asked for someone to get an answer to the question and 
copies to the board members as well as to Mitig Seltzer. 
 



President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who had any issues to 
discuss.   
 
Jolene Vitalos, President of the Bethlehem Education Association 
 
Jolene stated that she would like to thank the board for supporting Mr. 
DiLusio coming back to work with Dr. Persing regarding the code of conduct.  
She also stated that this is what the BEA had been asking for all year, through 
their grievance process.  She was pleased to hear that the board had been 
talking about revisiting and looking at a consistent application.  She stated 
that a very good document in the district is truly what the BEA wanted all 
along.  She thanked everyone who voted yes to beginning that process and 
she does anticipate, that at the right point in time, the BEA will be asked to 
join in on that conversation.   
 
President Leeson thanked Jolene and stated that the board has been listening.        
 
President Leeson asked if there was anyone else who wanted to address the 
board.  There was none. 
 
President Leeson stated that the board has an executive session following the 
current meeting to speak about the superintendent search and also legal 
matters. 
 

President Leeson asked for a motion for adjournment. 
Motion - Director Amato moved to adjourn the meeting. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Attest, 
 
Stacy M. Gober 
Board Secretary 
 


