
MARCH 15, 2010 
BETHLEHEM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

 

 

Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Bethlehem Area School 
District was held on Monday, March 15, 2010, at 7:07 p.m. in the Auditorium of 
East Hills Middle School, 2005 Chester Road, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.	
  
 

REGULAR 
MEETING 
 

The Board Secretary called the roll: 
 
Members present: Directors Burkhardt, Cann, Dexter, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, 
Leeson - 7 
 
Members absent:  Directors Amato and Faccinetto - 2. 
                             Director Amato joined the meeting during discussion of the 
                             Financial Report and Payment of Bills 
 
Student representatives, Hannah Schwarzbach and Lindsey Anderson. 
 

MEMBERS 
PRESENT 
 

Others present: Dr. Thomas E. Persing, Interim Superintendent of Schools; Donald 
F. Spry II, Solicitor, Stacy Gober, Board Secretary; administrators, members of the 
press, and other interested citizens and staff members. 
 

OTHERS 
PRESENT 

At this point of the meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Leeson requested a moment of silent meditation. 
 
 
Dr. Persing congratulated the National Merit Scholarship Students.  The district has 
been notified that the following students have advanced to finalist standing:  
Freedom High School – Emily Seltzer, Soham Sengupta; Liberty High School – 
Zachary Chay-Dolan, Joshua Mitman, Rachel Schachter. 
 
Dr. Persing stated that the Math Counts team from East Hills Middle School came in 
second at the Lehigh Valley Chapter Competition held on February 7, 2010.  Lisa Li 
was the second highest scoring female competitor and earned a scholarship to Cedar 
Crest College.  Michael Samuelson was the first place individual and qualified for 
the state competition to be held in Harrisburg at the end of March.  Members of the 
Math Counts team are Omar Elsayed, Velisa Li, Michael Samuelson and Michael 
Zhou and advisor Nadine Novatnak.   He also recognized Mr. Horvath, principal of 
East Hills Middle School. 
 

MOMENT OF 
SILENCE 
 
DR. PERSING/ 
STUDENT 
RECOGNITION 
 
 
 
 

President Leeson offered courtesy of the floor to visitors. Speakers are asked to 
come to the podium, stating their name and address. Public comment in the first 
session is limited to 30 minutes. Speakers are limited to three minutes each. The 
board requests that, when possible, all individuals supporting a like position on a 
topic select a speaker to present their views to avoid repetition. If that is not possible, 
all are welcome to speak. As per school board policy, generally, speakers are limited 
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to taxpayers, residents, or employees of this school district. At the conclusion of the 
regular school board meeting, another block of time will be allocated for public 
comment. At that time, the same rules will apply. It is asked that speakers observe 
proper decorum, without personal attacks towards a specific individual or 
individuals. It is not the custom for the board to enter into a dialogue at these 
meetings about concerns.  However, the board does listen with care to issues raised. 
Speakers will receive responses, in some form, by the administration. 
 
President Leeson explained that last month a policy was passed where courtesy of 
the floor for agenda items only will be taken for the first courtesy of the floor.  The 
second courtesy of the floor will be for any district concerns or business. 
 
No one wished to address the board on agenda items. 
 
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL - Hannah Schwarzbach, student representative, stated 
students and faculty are getting excited for spring.  Several members of the varsity 
wrestling team headed to states where Anthony Marino placed 2nd, Anthony Cabrera 
placed 5th, and Devon Lotito placed 7th; all medal winners.  The basketball teams are 
still in playoff action.  At the district swim meet, Liberty’s team had two relay teams 
finish in 4th place, 4 relay teams finish in 3rd, Courtney Desh placed 3rd in the 100 
breast stroke and Patricia Leeson placed 3rd in the 50 free style and first, making her 
a three time district champion, in the 100 free style.  Liberty finished 3rd overall in 
the district.  Patricia will be representing Liberty at the State Championships along 
with sophomore, Eric Burcin who qualified in the 100 breast stroke.  In the art 
department several students were entered in the regional scholastic art award contest.   
Chris Gerchman and Helen Schumacher received gold keys and Nicolette Morales, 
Paige Ruiz, Killiam Gilvary, Paulina Gurczak, Maggie O’Donnell, Justin Torok and 
Dylan Hitcho received silver keys.  Their art is on display at the Allentown Art 
Museum.  Nine other students received honorable mention.  Their art is on display at 
the Baum School of Art.  Senior, Chris Gerchman, won the national scholastic gold 
award.  His art is on display at Carnegie Hall.  Two teachers were also recognized 
for their hard work and dedication.  Mr. Gregg was a recipient of the William G. 
Pepper Jr. teacher grant.  Mr. Hofman was chosen as the teacher of the year after 
being nominated by a former student.  The Science Olympiad team competed at 
Kutztown University.  Juniors, Brenda Gigota and Obne Principati, received a 
bronze medal in cell biology.  Sophmore Judd Smull and Hannah Schwarzbach 
received a bronze medal in technical problem solving.  The math team competed at 
Lehigh University against schools throughout the region.  The junior team did 
exceptionally well.  The mock trial team made it to the district semi-finals.  Ms. 
Schwarzbach congratulated the Scholastic Scrimmage Team which won today at 
regionals and is now off to the state championship.  Seniors are preparing for the 
spring musical, Guys and Dolls.  The band will be holding the annual spring concert.  
The Key Club is currently holding two in-school fundraisers.  The National Honor 
Society is doing a basket raffle to raise money for Haiti.  Liberty will be hosting a 
college and career planning night for students and parents to prepare for their 
student’s future.  Juniors are preparing for PSSAs with in-class warm-ups and 
practice tests available in the junior office.   
 
FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL - Lindsey Anderson, student representative, reported 
that the boys’ basketball team finished the season with a record of 15-9.  Girls 
basketball finished with a 12-12 record.  The Freedom ice hockey team ended the 
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season with a 9-8-1 record.  Earlier this month, some of the best of the swimming 
and diving team competed at districts, held at Parkland.  Cole Clark, Seth 
Watlington, Rob Delfranco, Danny Csakai and Scottie Delfranco will travel to states 
at Bucknell University.  Carol Byrnes and Andrew Spruck were both awarded 7th 
place in the AAA girls and boys, District XI Diving Championship that took place 
last month.  Freedom field hockey hosted a dinner/dance party on February 20, 2010 
to raise money for next season.  The Freedom softball booster club is hosting their 
2nd annual beef and beverage at the Goosey Gander ballroom on March 20, 2010.  
Freedom varsity cheerleaders competed at the ECC Rumble at Temple University 
where they took first place.  They will continue to compete through the month of 
March.  Spring sports are practicing and preparing for their first games.  The PMEA 
Region Chorus took place at Freedom High School.  The band traveled to Florida.  
The PMEA region band will be playing the end of March.  The Freedom High 
School theater company will be performing the Sound of Music.  Pen and Ink hosted 
an open mike night in the Black Box Theater to share poetry and music.  Scholarship 
and community service opportunities are always being offered through the student 
service centers and are available on Freedom’s website as well.  Freedom hosted a 
college fair on March 3, 2010, which included Penn State University, West Chester 
University, and Rowan University.  The National Honor Society will hold an Easter 
egg hunt on March 27, 2010.  Signs have been posted for a school wide book drive 
to help benefit “Crossing The Finish Line”.  The school’s goal is 10,000 books.  The 
first block class that collects the most books will win a trip to Dorney Park.  All the 
proceeds from the book sale will go to “Crossing The Finish Line”, a nonprofit 
organization that sends terminally ill cancer patients and their families on a week’s 
vacation.  Ms. Anderson stated that students have Easter break to look forward to.  
She finished by stating that the latest edition of the Freedom Forum will be available 
online next week. 
 
President Leeson called for the approval of the minutes from the June 8, 2009 – 
Special board Meeting, June 22, 2009 – Regular Board Meeting, September 8, 2009 
– Special Board Meeting, December 7, 2009 – Board Reorganization Meeting, and 
the December 14, 2009 – Regular Board Meeting. 
  
Director McKeon made a motion to accept the minutes which was seconded by 
Director Follweiler.  
 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she has not completely reviewed all of the minutes.  
She requested that the minutes be posted and that if there are any changes, 
amendments can be submitted and discussed at a future meeting. 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to the approval of the minutes and stated 
that any amendments would be brought to the next regular board meeting for any 
adjustments.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
 
 
 
DIRECTOR McKEON - 
MOTION TO ACCEPT 
MINUTES 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
 
 
VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 
 
 

President Leeson called for the approval of committee minutes of February 1, 2010 – 
Board Facilities Committee Meeting, February 8, 2010 – Board Curriculum 
Committee Meeting, March 1, 2010 – Board Finance Committee Meeting, and 
March 8, 2010 – Board Human Resources Committee Meeting. 
 
Director Dexter made a motion to accept the minutes which was seconded by 
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Director Burkhardt.  
 
 
Director Ortiz requested that these minutes be posted and any questions or concerns  
be brought to the next regular board meeting for approval. 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to the approval of the committee minutes 
and stated that any amendments would be brought to the next regular board meeting 
for any adjustments.  The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT 
MINUTES 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
 
VOICE VOTE TO 
ACCEPT MINUTES 
 
 

Director McKeon made a motion, seconded by Director Ortiz to accept the Financial 
Report and Payment of Bills, (Item numbers 33, 34, 35).  
 
Director Dexter had questions on the expenditures by program page.  She questioned 
the entry of academic interventions.  The budget shows $100,000 but have only 
expended $7,300 to date.  She requested additional information regarding that. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that she could not provide information that evening but would get 
back to the board. 
 
Director Dexter questioned the summer school budget of $25,000, but the 
expenditure amount is shown at $6,200.  She questioned if that amount is for the 
upcoming summer school or for last year. 
 
Dr. Donaher was asked to provide that information 
 
Director Dexter then questioned the entry for technical services.  The budget shows 
$674,585 for the year but have already spent $917,519.  She stated that the bottom 
line of data processing shows a budget amount of $866,510 but have spent $580,381.  
She questioned if there is a difference in how items are charged on those lines. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that she would research the information and respond. 
 
President Leeson summarized Director Dexter’s questions; academic interventions, 
secondary summer school, technical services and data processing. 
 
The question to accept the Financial Report and Payment of Bills, (Item numbers 33, 
34, 35) was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Burkhardt, Cann, Dexter, 
Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Amato, Leeson – 9. 
 

The motion passed 9 – 0. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT/ 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL – 
ITEMS 33, 34, 35 
 
 
 

President Leeson reiterated that the budget that the board passed was preliminary.  
Last month the preliminary budget only reflected the status quo of the district and 
increases that would be contractual.  They will be looking at a needs based budget 
very soon.  She stated that board members should be aware that they will have to 
schedule some extra days to review the budget.  The dates are not yet available.   
 
President Leeson asked that an article she presented be copied and given to the 
board.  It was an article from the Washington Post about a number of colleges that 
are evicting laptops from lecture halls.  They are finding that they are too much of a 

PRESIDENT’S 
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diversion from education.  She stated that she felt there were two interesting 
comments.  One recent semester tracked the grades of 17 student laptop addicts.  At 
the end of the term their average grade was 71%; about the same as students who did 
not come to class.  Another professor tried an experiment where he banned laptops 
for 6 weeks.  The professor discussed the results with his class.  Four-fifths of the 
class said they were more engaged in class discussion.  Ninety-five percent stated 
that they did use their laptops for other purposes other than taking notes.  She stated 
that it is interesting what is now happening at higher education levels.  She stated 
that this certainly does not mean that laptops are out but that there is some concern 
on this level. 
 
President Leeson stated that they did hold an executive meeting prior to this 
meeting.  At that time they talked about negotiations, student discipline, personnel 
and labor. 
 
Dr. Persing noted a location change for the Regular Board Meeting due to another 
event occurring at East Hills Middle School, on Monday, May 17, 2010, the Regular 
Board Meeting will be held at Freedom High School in the auditorium beginning at 
7:00 p.m.   
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S 
REPORT 

President Leeson called for any unfinished business from the Board.   
 
 
Director Follweiler sated that the superintendent search firm did attend the Human 
Resources Committee Meeting for the month of March.  At that time they reported 
that there were thirty people who had requested information for application.  Only 
15 hard applications were received.  The board met in executive session to review 
those applications.  The search firm is in the process of lining up interviews with 
selected candidates for the first round of interviews.   
 
President Leeson stated that someone from the community asked about the Hillary 
Clinton bill.  President Leeson stated that she asked Mrs. Gober to research that.  
She believes that a number of attempts have been made to collect that bill.  She 
stated that Mrs. Gober has that information documented.  President Leeson stated 
that she believes the fact that the bill has not been collected has been a source of 
frustration for the entire board.  She questioned the board if Mrs. Gober should make 
one more attempt to collect this bill. 
 
Director Burkhart stated that there are far more important issues to be dealing with, 
but if there is a simple way to do it it should be done.  Otherwise it should be written 
off. 
 
Director Amato commented that it should be sent to collections. 
 
Director Follweiler agreed with both of the comments.  She stated that there should 
be a one short letter by Mrs. Gober to attempt to collect the debt prior to sending it to 
collections. 
 
Director Amato made a motion to ask the administration to attempt to collect the 
debt in a short period of time prior to sending it to a collection agency.  The motion 
was seconded by Director Follweiler. 

UNFINISHED  
BUSINESS 
 
REPORT ON 
SUPERINTENDENT 
SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
HILLARY CLINTON 
BILL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AMATO MOTION TO 
ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT BILL 
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Director Dexter suggested that the board consider revising the bill to make it a bill in 
accordance with the district policy.   
Director Amato asked Director Dexter for a further explanation. 
 
Director Dexter stated that the bill they are trying to collect on, in the amount of 
approximately $15,000, includes charges that have exceeded what is in the policy for 
the cost of leasing the gym.  In addition, the district billed for t-shirts and teacher 
overtime.  She stated that she is not sure if those items were part of a specific 
agreement with the Clinton campaign.  She stated that it is not clear if that is their 
obligation to pay.  She would like to see a bill issued that covers the costs that have 
been outlined in the lease policy and any other specific agreements.  She stated that 
if they send a realistic bill, which is in accordance with the policy, there may be a 
more realistic chance of receiving payment. 
 
Director Amato stated that he disagreed.  He stated that the bill was put together 
with a list of items that was provided that needed to be collected on.   
 
Director Dexter stated that this discussion was held some time ago at a committee 
meeting.  What she learned at that meeting was that there was some discussion with 
the Clinton campaign that there would need to be some extra charge to get the 
Liberty gym ready for the event.  Mr. Gilliland indicated that there was no specific 
charge or series of charges of how it would be made.  The sum came to over $9,000.  
She stated that even the district was surprised by the amount of the bill.  It was not 
clear that the amount of that charge, or the specific method of calculating it, was 
ever discussed.  There was no written lease.  The policy at that time called for them 
to have a written lease.  Had there been a written lease, these kinds of details should 
have been in the lease.  Any overcharges should have been outlined and specified.  
 
President Leeson stated that she was under the understanding that the Hillary Clinton 
campaign was told ahead of time that there would be additional costs and that it was 
not coming under the regular lease.   
 
Mr. Gilliland stated that he did not have communication with them.  He stated that a 
big part of the charge was that they were in the middle of the renovation project and 
they had to pay Johnson Controls to come in prior to the event to put the air 
conditioners into service.  That was one of the biggest expenses.   
 
Director Follweiler stated that she understood Director Dexter’s point and agrees 
that the chargers are more than the lessee had expected, the way to dispute the 
invoice is not to just discard it.  She believes the lessee should come back to the 
district if they disagree with the charges.  She doesn’t believe that kind of 
communication has been received and is, therefore, in favor of Mrs. Gober sending a 
letter to the lessee asking for payment in full.  If they then choose to dispute it, that 
would be a different discussion. 
 
President Leeson stated that she agrees with Director Follweiler in that dispute of the 
charges needs to be on the part of the Clinton campaign.  
 
Director Dexter questioned if there was a record stating if there were discussions 
about it.   

 
DISCUSSION 
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President Leeson stated that the board was informed verbally.  She stated that the 
records may be in meeting minutes.  She believes that they were told at the time that 
they needed to have overtime in order to get the gym ready.   
 
Director Dexter questioned if there have been any conversations with anyone who 
has tried to dispute the amount of the bill or the method of charges. 
 
Mrs. Gober replied that there is not documentation to that extent.  She stated that 
there is a memo to the board dated August 22, 2008, that indicates that on August 
18, 2008, the board requested that Mr. Majewski attempt to obtain information from 
the Hillary Clinton campaign staff as to the recording of the costs associated with the 
cost of her visit in April.  The following day Mr. Majewski initiated a contact with 
the person identified as the Pennsylvania campaign representative, Mary 
Eisenhower.  Ms. Eisenhower agreed, if she could track someone down that could 
answer the question as to whether the campaign costs were recognized as a debt or in 
kind contribution.  As of Friday, August 22, 2008 no information was sent.  On 
August 19, 2008, Mayor Callahan’s office was contacted and a message was left for 
his review.  Mr. Callahan’s father had passed away and he was out of the office.  
Mrs. Gober stated that that is the extent of the comments listed in terms of the 
correspondence. 
 
Director Follweiler noted that at that time she had brought up that request because 
the campaign reporting structure is public information.  It is public information if 
they have it listed as debt on their campaign report.  She stated that she still suggests 
sending a letter versus launching an exorbitant amount of time to find that file.   
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to ask the administration to attempt to 
collect the debt in a short period of time prior to sending it to a collection agency.    
The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
President Leeson referred to the discussion at the last meeting about money spent on 
computers.  She suggested that they ask the administration to do an audit of the 
technology and supply a needs-based report on what is needed in the district. 
 
She asked the board if they are in favor of a technology audit and getting an idea of 
what the needs are in the district. 
 
Director Follweiler questioned if it is President Leeson’s intent that the audit involve 
going through and providing a long range plan as to what the technology needs of 
the future would be so that they can look at the next several years of expected 
expenditures. 
 
President Leeson stated that that was a worthwhile objective, but that she was 
initially looking for an audit of what the district currently has, where it is being used, 
and how it can most effectively reach the academic goals in the district. 
 
Director Amato asked if this audit will hold up the grant that Mrs. Cintrón is 
working on. 
 
President Leeson asked Dr. Persing if there was to be a short range audit performed 
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on what the district has and where the needs are now and then continue the audit into 
a long range plan would it have an impact on the contemplated purchases of the 
elementary and middle school laptops. 
Dr. Persing stated that the short answer is “no”.  The long answer is that they have to 
make sure that what is said in the grant that they will use it for, they must comply 
with.  He believes that it will help to plan properly in the future.   
 
Director Ortiz asked if the item is already put on the grant money what is the audit 
for. 
 
President Leeson stated that this raised the question of doing the audit but is not the 
reason for it.  She stated that if there would be any change it would have to come 
back to the board.  She stated that the question on the table is doing an audit of the 
technology to find out where all of the technology is and what the needs are.   
 
Director Dexter stated that she thought that the PA-Pact Grant and the stimulus 
money could be used for a broad range of things and that the district would set the 
priorities of how it was spent.  She asked if this was not correct.  She questioned if 
they must use the $600,000 allocated on the list discussed at last week’s meeting for 
computers. 
 
Mrs. Cintrón replied that the board had requested she contact the Board of 
Education.  She spoke to the division that handles the PA-Pact Grant.  She stated that 
the budgets for the grant and the district’s initiatives were submitted back at this 
time last year.  The grant had been approved and the flow of money has begun to the 
district.  They indicated that if the district changes what they said they were going to 
do, that would necessitate their stopping the flow of money to the district.  It was 
something that the advisor at PDE did not recommend.  The advisor did say that if 
the board was adamant on changing what the money would be spent for and no 
longer wants to spend it on technology, it could be done, but they would stop the 
flow of money and re-examine whether or not they could change the $600,000 to 
something else. 
 
Director Dexter stated that it is her understanding and recollection that the board did 
not approve the list of priorities last year when the grant was applied for.  She stated 
that the board knew that the grant was going to be requested, but that they did not 
know the amount or how the funds would be allocated.  She stated that she thinks 
that the law directs that the board sets the priority for expenditures in the district.  
She stated that if the board would decide that textbooks have a higher priority than 
computers, it would seem that the grant should have been allocated in that way.  She 
stated that she does not remember a discussion regarding the priorities of the district 
or how the grant money would be allocated until recently. 
 
Mrs. Cintrón stated that past practice has been that when a grant is going to be 
applied for the administration sits down and sets the priorities.  The administration 
comes to the board for permission to apply for the grant and that the dollar amount is 
on that.  She stated that the board approved a number of those from her office on a 
yearly basis.  When the grant is received they come back to the board and inform the 
board that the grant is received and how much is received.  She stated that with the 
PA-Pact Grant, in addition to both of those things being done, they sat with the 
board president, went over the areas for understanding as to what areas the money 
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would be spent on, and that Friday, after it was discussed with the board president, it 
was put into a board mailing to all members.  She stated that a copy was given at the 
last committee meeting of what was sent before.  She stated that it has not been past 
practice, as long as she has been in her position, to come to the board with all of the 
specificity.  They come with categories of what areas the funds will be spent on, like 
technology, $600,000.  If there are questions they are asked to the heads of the 
department.  She stated that they have never come to the board with specific line 
items on any grant. 
 
Director Dexter stated that it is her opinion that it is a past practice that needs to be 
amended.  She stated that the board is ultimately responsible for the expenditures.  
She stated that she is not sure if it is the will of the board to invest $600,000 of grant 
money or GOB money on the computer purchases that were described last week.  
She stated that she knows there is a need for textbook replacement and that it may 
well have a higher priority given the budget constraints.  That is why she believes 
that if this was past practice, it needs to be corrected.  Director Dexter stated that she 
believes what President Leeson means regarding the audit is really a discussion 
asking the administration to tell the board why they need the computers to take them 
where they need to go with academic achievement.  Director Dexter stated that there 
are other things in the district that have been cancelled:  guidance, reading teachers, 
and textbook replacements being deferred.  She stated that she was surprised to hear 
that the district may be buying laptops from the grant money.  She knows that the 
grant has been amended at least once this year.  She received information about it 
because they added the SPARK transportation to the grant. 
 
Mrs. Cintrón stated that it was in from the very beginning. 
 
Dirextor Dexter questioned why then was there no SPARK transportation for the fall 
semester and then reinstated transportation. 
 
Mrs. Cintrón replied that approval was not received until after school started. 
 
Director Dexter stated that she would favor having the discussion at the curriculum 
meeting.  She believes this was decided at the last curriculum meeting that the 
administration would come forth and talk in detail about the textbook status.  She 
stated that she would welcome Mr. Arbushites or someone from the administration 
to come forth and talk about why the district needs $600,000 additional computers. 
She stated that she is not saying that there is no use for it, but believes that the 
burden is on the board to spend tax dollars wisely, whether it comes from grants or 
general operating money or any other source.  She has a hard time justifying new 
laptops in elementary schools when there is no 5th grade social studies text.  She 
can’t agree with those kinds of priorities. 
 
President Leeson asked if Director Dexter is asking for the discussion on the 
expenditure of the $600,000 that is currently in the PA-Pact grant during the 
curriculum meeting. 
 
Diretor Dexter responded that that is what was decided at the last curriculum 
meeting. 
 
President Leeson stated that this is a separate issue from the technology audit.  The 
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technology audit that President Leeson is anticipating is a separate issue from the 
$600,000 expenditures.   
 
Director Ortiz made a motion approve the audit but let the grant run its course.  The 
motion was seconded by Director Amato. 
  
President Leeson stated that her motion would connect the issues.  She asked that a 
motion be made to have a technology audit that will not include the $600,000. 
 
Director Burkart stated that his concern is that this is money that was to be spent 
during the 2009-2010 school year.  We are close to the 4th quarter of that school 
year.  The money has not been spent for computers.  He asked how this happened if 
the district had the money since last fall.  He questioned why this is being dealt with 
at this time.  The children will not get to utilize this equipment.  He stated that 
normally principal budgets would be cut off by this time.   
 
Mrs. Cintrón stated that approval was received late in the fall.  She stated that Mr. 
Arbushites had to get the quotes from Apple and the purchase order was put forth in 
February.  That is how this was moved on. 
 
Director Follweiler interpreted Mrs. Ortiz’s motion to allow the audit of the 
technology only if the audit has no effect on the current grant.  Therefore, she does 
not see how that statement can be separated.  Director Follweiler believes that 
discussion can be held at the curriculum meeting on the subject matter, but that the 
question to the board was if there should be an audit.  She stated that she believes the 
general feeling is that there should be an audit but that the board would not like it to 
affect the grant. 
 
Director Dexter asked that with the way the grant is written must the district 
specifically purchase elementary laptop computers and computers for the computer 
lab or may the district decide to add technology to a different level of education.  
 
Mrs. Cintrón stated that the grant was approved based on what was written and put 
forth in the application.  The technology piece was Mr. Arbushites’ piece and what 
came before the board the other week is what was written into the grant.  She stated 
that if the board chooses to change their mind there would be the risk that first, they 
would stop the flow of money, and secondly, there would be the risk, of whatever is 
suggested in place of it, of approval.   
 
Director Dexter asked how long the process is. 
 
Mrs. Cintrón stated that the grant ends on June 30 and the grant stipulates that any 
supplies or technology ordered has to be ordered and received prior to that date in 
order for it to be paid for. 
 
Director Dexter asked if there was a textbook alternative, the change would have to 
be approved,  ordered and receive the text by that date.  She again asked how long is 
the process in having them review any application for amendment. 
 
Mrs. Cintrón stated that she could not answer that, but did state that the grant was 
submitted in April and did not receive approval until well into the fall.  She stated 

 
 
 
ORTIZ MOTION TO 
ALLOW GRANT TO 
STAND WITH NO 
CHANGES 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MARCH 15, 2010 
that they could not move forward with what they wanted to do because they did not 
know what they had approved and how much money would be received. 
 
Director Dexter stated that she reviewed an e-mail from Mrs. Cintrón asking the 
board for permission to amend the grant to include the SPARK transportation dated 
August 20. 
 
Mrs. Cintrón stated that it was not this grant but was the Title I Stimulus Grant. 
 
President Leeson called for a voice vote to ask the administration to do a technology 
audit that would not affect the current grant.  Aye, Directors Burkhardt, Cann, 
Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Amato, Leeson – 7, Nay, Director Dexter – 1.  The 
motion was passed 7 - 1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VOICE VOTE FOR 
TECHNOLOGY AUDIT 
 
 
 

Director Burkhardt made a motion to accept the Recommendations of the 
Administration item numbers 1 through 32.  Director Follweiler seconded the 
motion. 
 
Director Follweiler asked to pull items 1, 7, and 21. 
 
President Leeson called for a roll call vote on agenda item numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, and 
32.  The question was called with roll call as follows: Yea, Directors Burkhardt, 
Cann, Dexter, Follweiler (excepting item 30), McKeon (excepting item 30), Ortiz, 
Amato (excepting item 30), Leeson (excepting item 30). 
  
The motion passed 8 – 0 for item numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31, and 32. 
 
The motion failed in a tie, 4 – 4 for item number 30. 
 
The administration’s recommendations 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, and 32, were considered 
together. 
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Director Follweiler aksed for item numbers 1 and 7, what account the money is 
to come from and what is the balance left in that account if this vote should be 
positive.  She stated that if the information was not available at the meeting she 
requested to table the items. 

 
President Leeson asked Mrs. Gober where the funds for item number 1 will 
come from. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that the information was provided in the informational portion 
that both of the items would be paid from the remaining bond proceeds that have 
been recently realized, or freed up, due to the positive bid award in the Northeast 
Middle School demolition. 
 
President Leeson stated that the amount was approximately 2 million and she 
believes that the expenditures would still leave a fairly substantial balance. 
 
Mrs. Gober confirmed that statement. 
 
Director Follweiler stated that she believes that in previous meetings the board 
was told that if there was excess to the bonds, it would be used to pay down the 
debt.  She stated that if the mold issue is urgent she would not be against 
cleaning it up.  She stated that she wanted to continue to research paying down 
the debt versus spending it. 
 
President Leeson confirmed that there is to be an amendment to item 7 and asked 
Mrs. Gober to read the amendment. 
 
Mrs. Gober stated that the motion would remain as it is and adding the following 
clause at the end: 
 
     “and authorize the advertisement of a Resolution to amend the projects    
      described in the original Resolution approving the 2009 B Bond to add the  
      acquisition of buses.” 
 
President Leeson stated that it is on advice of the financial advisor and bond 
counsel that the board pass a resolution at next month’s meeting that would 
allow the statement to be put into the bond statements.  She stated that this 
would clarify the intent of using the funds for those purposes. 
 
Mr. Shearer stated that there are two provisions in the local government unit that 
are applicable.  The one provision states that you are not allowed to borrow 
funds for a project unless you have estimates for it.  The second one states that 
you are permitted to amend the project at any time to expand upon the 
description of a bond issue when it was originally issued.  He summarized by 
stating that anytime you add a project or enlarge the scope of a project beyond 
that which you had estimates for when you originally did the bond issue, it is 
appropriate to do an amendment.  It is done in the same form you do the original 
bond resolution, by advertising three days prior and afterwards. 
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Director Follweiler spoke regarding item number 21.  She wanted to state how 
happy she has been with the job that Iris Cintrón has done and hates to see her 
go. 
 
President Leeson stated that she also will be sad to see Iris Cintrón leaving along 
with Joseph Santoro and Mary Catherine Tachovsky. 
 

FOLLWEILER 
COMMENT ON 
ITEM 21 
 
 
 
 

President Leeson called for a roll call vote on agenda item numbers 1, 7 and 21.  
The question was called with roll call as follows:  Yea, Directors Burkhardt, 
Cann, Dexter, Follweiler, McKeon, Ortiz, Amato, Leeson – 8. 
 

The motion passed 8 – 0. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
ON ITEMS 1, 7 & 21 

NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE – President Leeson stated that 
new people on the board were announced.  The student representatives reported.  
There was approval for staff. 
 
IU – Director Dexter stated that the IU meeting was cancelled because of snow 
but will be meeting next week. 
 
BETHLEHEM AREA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL – Director 
Cann reported that the committee approved the preliminary 2010-2011 budget 
for vo-tech and will recommend adoption of the budget by the three participating 
school districts.  The students are doing well.  Two students placed first in the 
National Automotive Technology Competition and will go onto national 
competition level.  There will be 48 students who will be going into the Skills 
USA competition in April.  The Bridges Foundation held their interviews for 
scholarship candidates and the results will be known soon.  The joint committee 
voted to recommend getting an RFP for bidding to remove certain remaining 
asbestos in various areas of the building. 
 
ILLICK’S MILL – Director Burkhardt reported that the board of directors met a 
week ago.  It will no longer be called the Illick’s Mill Project, but will be called 
the Gertrude Fox Environmental Center in recognition of a lady who gave 
unbelievable amounts of time to protect the Monacacy Watershed area.  The 
students are working on River Fusion, their big spring fundraising event.  There 
are curricular changes being discussed.  Mrs. Dolan will be talking to 
administration about this and bringing them forward to the board. 
 

COMMITTEE 
REPORTS 
 

Director Amato stated that Mrs. Gober attended a meeting in Hershey.  He asked 
Mrs. Gober to give a brief report on the number of districts that attended the 
meeting and what the financial conditions of the districts throughout the 
Commonwealth are.  
 
Mrs. Gober reported that there were over 2500 registrants at the conference but 
she was not sure how many districts were represented.  She stated that there was 
a significant focus that addressed many of the concerns all are facing in terms of 
dealing with the PSERS rate increases anticipated, reductions in revenue strains, 
the ability to raise taxes, going forward in a situation where this is no further 
grandfathered debt exception available for new borrowing.  There are a lot of 
issues facing the districts across the Commonwealth along with the additional 

NEW AND 
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BUSINESS 
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pressure of additional accountability, collective bargaining, etc.  She believes 
that many of the issues discussed in our district are not unique to Bethlehem.  It 
is a concern across the state.   
 
Director McKeon asked that since the board voted down the community college 
budget, what happens next.   
 
President Leeson stated that she believes it does not have an impact because it 
was approved by all of the other districts. 
 
President Leeson stated that courtesy of the floor is open to all concerns.   
 
1.  Jim Laverty - 5015 Long Drive, Bethlehem 
 
Mr. Laverty was representing the Concerned Citizens of Bethlehem Area School 
District.  He stated that he is restating the call for zero percent tax increase and 
significant improvement in student achievement, providing their perspective, 
after one year of taxpayer advocacy, it makes several recommendations that the 
school board, the administration and the CCBASD can work on together to 
improve the Bethlehem Area School District.  The CCBASD has completed one 
year of involvement in school district issues.  He stated that they are committed 
to proactively advocating for the BASD taxpayer.  During this time they have 
learned a lot of how the school district works and how the public education 
system in Pennsylvania works.  He stated that they understand that the local 
school board is limited by state law to make the sweeping reforms of the public 
education system that are needed to drive significant improvement in student 
achievement while implementing a stable and affordable funding mechanism.  
He stated that they will expand their focus to the state level to encourage broader 
reform.  At this time they call upon the board and administration to join in this 
effort.  He stated that they know the problems in the system that limits their 
ability to make the district run better.  He stated that they urge them, as 
representatives of the citizens of the BASD, to publicly speak out to Harrisburg 
and tell them the time for change is now.  He stated they believe there are 
significant steps the board can take to move the school district in the right 
direction.  One, put an immediate hiring freeze in place across the district, 
including not filling open spots due to retirement and resignations.  The one 
exception is the hiring of the permanent superintendent.  Secondly, put an 
immediate stop to granting tenure to any additional employees across the district.  
There are numerous studies that refute there is any correlation between either 
increased spending or lower student to teacher ratios in student achievement.  It 
is not that we do not spend enough money on public education, but how we 
spend it that is the problem.  Some of the actions they encourage the board to 
support and join them in recommending to the state are:  1) the school property 
tax elimination act which is currently in committee in the Pennsylvania 
legislatures; 2) merit pay for teachers; 3) more school choice, 4) greater 
involvement of parents, 5) more local flexibility in budgeting.  The CCBASD 
requests a written reply with the board’s position on each of the two immediate 
actions that they have suggested the board and the administration take, and on 
each of the 5 recommendations for the state that have been listed, prior to the 
next regular school board meeting on April 26, 2010.  He stated that if the board 
is unable or unwilling to take a position on each of the items, they request that it 
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is expressed in writing to them prior to April 26, 2010. 
 
President Leeson requested a list of the questions. 
 
2.  Stephen Antalics – 737 ridge Street, Bethlehem 
 
Mr. Antalics asked what the financial obligation is of the district in terms of 
financing the dual language charter school.  He asked what control the district 
will have over the charter school if there is money coming from the district.  He 
stated that he received a call regarding concern of destruction of private property 
in order to provide parking for the charter school. 
 
Mr. Antalics stated that if you have two issues, one an audit, which is an action, 
the second a grant, which is not an action.  He stated that by putting the grant 
into the motion for the audit you automatically bring attention to it.  He stated 
that the best way to maintain status quo is to not talk about it. 
 
President Leeson stated to Mr. Antalics that Dr. Persing will be able to answer 
most of his questions regarding the dual language charter school after the 
meeting. 
 
3.  Patricia Felix – 1721 Millard Street, Bethlehem 
     Concerned Citizens of Bethlehem Area School District 
 
She stated that when you combine last year’s 5% tax increase with the 
continually sluggish economic conditions, the community cannot afford any 
additional tax increase.  She stated that people come to the group’s regular 
monthly meeting and state that they are in fear of losing their homes.  She stated 
that the board should start with an evaluation of what it would take to have a 
zero increase in the 2010-2011 budget and present that to the public for 
consideration.  She stated that if the district’s bond rating is in jeopardy, as stated 
at recent finance committee meetings, due to deficits and lack of reserve, the 
actions should be to cut spending and not raise taxes.  She stated that they 
strongly encourage the board to use this period of difficult financial times to 
sharpen the focus on improving students’ performance.  The district’s student 
performance scores comparison within our state and our country are not where 
they should be.  She stated that we can and should do better for the students.  
The time is now for all school boards across the country to prioritize student 
achievement and get top educational value for our tax dollars. 
 
4.  Jessica Sign – 745 Oakland Road, Bethlehem 
 
She stated that she does support continued investment in the education of all 
children.  There are many parents in the community that tirelessly volunteer at 
their schools and have many years of experience working in the schools and 
making observations in their schools.  She stated that they are willing to see a tax 
increase in order to pay for continued investment in the education of their 
children.  She stated that as parents and volunteers they do see a correlation 
between class sizes and teacher to children ratios and how the children thrive and 
feel about school and in how well they can study and meet their goals.  As they 
are concerned about losing children to cyber charter schools and charter schools 
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and losing the money from the school district, many parents will first send their 
child to their local public school and if they feel their child needs are not being 
met, that is when they will look around for another option.  At Thomas Jefferson, 
there are 30 children in each kindergarten class.  She personally knows parents 
that, because of that, are starting to look at cyber charter schools for their 
children.  It is hard for children to thrive in kindergarten with 30 children in a 
class.  She asked that the board take into account that there are many parents 
involved in the school district that are in favor of an increase in taxes in order to 
continue to invest in education. 
 
5. Jolene Vitalis – President of the Bethlehem Education Association 
 
Ms. Vitalis stated that the BEA wanted to publicly thank Mrs. Cintrón for her 
years of dedication to the students and parents of the school district.  Many 
opportunities have been made available to the students because of Mrs. Cintrón’s 
unsurpassed dedication to students past and present.   
 

 
 

 
 

President Leeson requested a motion for adjournment. Director Dexter moved to 
adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
Attest, 
 

 
 
Stacy M. Gober 
Board Secretary 
 

 

    /sms 


