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TO: Board of Directors 
Event Dates 
1/5/24 

RE: 
DATE: 

 
 
January: 

• 1/9/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-5:30PM 

• 1/11/24…Board Facilities Workshop-4 PM 
 

• 1/23/23…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 
February: 

• 2/13/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 

• 2/27/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 



Upcoming Events/Activities 
This list is suggestions of RSD and community events to attend as a Board Member. By no means is it a comprehensive list of all 
activities in the District. Future events will be added weekly. 

Friday 2nd: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

7:30 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

Saturday 3rd: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

7:30 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

Wednesday 7th: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

6 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

Friday 9th: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

7:30 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

Saturday 10th: 
• Hello, Dolly! 

2 PM AND 7:30 PM 
Hanford High School Auditorium 
https://hanford.booktix.net/cart.php?action=sh
ow_pers&show_id=7&show_sec=2d7c47af4d4e
4da7 

Tuesday 9th: 
• Elementary Music Concert (Homelink) 

5:30 – 7:30 PM 
Richland High Auditorium  

Thursday 11th: 
• Careers & Financial Literacy Reality Fair 

All Day 
Hanford High School 

• Elementary Showcase (Homelink) 
 4:30 – 7:30 PM 
 Homelink Main Campus 

Friday 12th: 
• Family Bingo Night 

6 PM 
Jefferson Elementary Café & Gym 

Monday 15th: 
• NO SCHOOL – MLK Jr. Holiday 

Tuesday 16th: 
• HIV and Growth & Development 

Instructional Materials Parent Preview 
Night 
6 – 8 PM 
https://rsd400.zoom.us/j/82181585656#success 

Wednesday 17th: 
• Family Game Night 

4:30 – 6:30 PM 
Desert Sky Elementary  

Monday 22nd: 
• NO SCHOOL – SEMESTER DAY  

Thursday 25th: 
• HIV and Growth & Development 

Instructional Materials Parent Preview 
Night 
6 – 8 PM 
https://rsd400.zoom.us/j/82181585656#success 

 
 
 

 
 
 

January          February 

 

Hanford + Richland High School Athletics Calendars 
https://hanfordathletics.com/events 
https://bomberathletics.com/events 
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Progress Updates on District Goal & Actions for 10/17/23 

District Goal Actions Progress Update as of October 17th 

#1 - Implement a K-12 Implement SWIS Data System All school sites are active with SWIS. Schools are utilizing the data to solve 
behavior and discipline specific needs and support system improvements. Additional training, coaching, 
improvement plan and support will be ongoing regarding analyzing and using the data. 
using the PBIS model 
as a common Implementation & Training of Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports (PBIS): 
framework, reducing PBIS Framework • All building Principals were provided foundational PBIS Tier 1 information to
exclusionary discipline present to all staff in August

events. • All Principals provided an individual review of Spring TFI and support with
Action Planning for 23-24 school year

• October New Teacher training in partnership with Teaching and Learning
• Wellness Coordinators attending PBIS Tier 1 (and Tier 2) meetings in all

schools-providing support and feedback
Implementation of Character 
Strong Character Strong/Purposeful People: 

• T1 curriculum and culture training in August with all staff
• T2 training in September for 4 pillars, admin, and other designated staff

(~150 people)
• 6 staff (reps from 4 pillars+ Angie & Michelle) attending the T2 certification

training in October
• Mid-year booster with building coaches-in-person in January
• Implementation Checklist for October - December shared with admin
• SEBA=Social Emotional Behavior Academic

0 SEL explicitly teaches tools to students to help with self-regulation, 
internal processing skills, and executive functioning. 

0 PBIS is the external framework for creating conditions in buildings 
that are positive, proactive, and predictable. 

0 Academics are elevated when students can manage their emotions 
and feel safe in their learning environments. 

• All SEBA practices are trauma-informed .

#2 - Show continuous Implement Field Test of ELA • Almost halfway through the Amplify CKLA curriculum field test. Mid-way

annual improvement in Curriculum checkpoint with committee scheduled for 10/18.

K-3 reading scores
measured by iReady Structured Literacy Principal • Elementary principals received initial LETRS training in August and will
reading assessments. Training receive the next LETRS training on November 15116th.









Wash. lawmakers already filing K-12 bills
MAROKE • GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO
More than a dozen bills related to K-12 education have been prefiled in the Washington Legislature that would make changes to enrollment funding, programs, curriculum, grant programs for resources
and how new facilities are funded.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

From expanding the availability of opioid overdose reversal drugs in high schools, to lowering the voter threshold to pass capital bond projects,
Washington lawmakers are already busy prefiling a flurry of education-related bills in the lead up to next year’s legislative session.

More than a dozen bills related to K-12 education have been filed in advance that would make changes to enrollment funding, programs,
curriculum, grant programs for resources and how new facilities are funded.

Washington lawmakers begin meeting Jan. 8 in Olympia for the short 60-day legislative session.

Vape detector grants

A bill prefiled by state Rep. Travis Couture, R-Allyn, would establish a grant program for schools to buy and install vape detectors.

Under House Bill 1922, the state Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) and Department of Health would be responsible with
establishing and administering the program and reviewing applications. The proposed bill does not list an appropriation amount.

School districts would need to demonstrate “a need for the detectors based on data from the healthy youth survey or other statewide or local
data sources for student health practices or trends.”

Districts that receive funds would be required to provide an annual report to OSPI detailing the effectiveness of the detectors and other health
promotion measures used to curb the use of vape products in schools.

Financial education instruction

State Rep. Skyler Rude, R-Walla Walla, has prefiled a bill with bipartisan support that would require students to take financial education
instruction as a prerequisite to graduate from high school.

Shopping made easy on Temu
Temu

-10% -10%

-10%
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“Teaching financial literacy is one of the best ways we can improve opportunity for our students,” Rude said in a statement. “While some
school districts have already prioritized financial education, many students aren’t receiving any instruction before graduation.”

“It is time all students receive this crucial education regardless of school district. This has to be an even greater priority for the Legislature,”
Rude continues.

House Bill 1915 would require public schools to begin instruction with the class of 2029. Students would have to earn a half-credit of financial
education instruction. Beginning the 2026-27 school year, school districts would be required to provide the instruction to all public school
students in elementary and middle school grades.

In Washington state, students are required to earn 24 credits in order to graduate with a high school degree. The bill does not aim to increase
the total number of credits the state requires to graduate.

The bill also has the backing of Washington Treasurer Mike Pellicciotti, who says the legislation will “equip the next generation with the tools
needed to thrive economically.”

Save up to 90% on Temu
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“Basic financial skills are an essential element for the economic health of all Washingtonians as they plan for their futures, seize new
opportunities and weather financial hardships,” Pellicciotti said in a statement.

A companion bill has been filed in the Washington Senate by Sen. Javier Valdez, D-Seattle.

Similarly, Sen. Perry Dozier, R-Waitsburg, has introduced a bill that would mandate the instruction of agricultural literacy for students in
grades 7-12.

Expanding opioid reversal drugs

A bill prefiled in the Senate would require all Washington state high schools to obtain and maintain a minimum of one set of opioid overdose
reversal medications, and require all school districts to adopt an opioid-related overdose policy.
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State law already requires school districts with 2,000 or more students to have the overdose medication on hand. But changes detailed in
Senate Bill 5804 would require even the smallest school districts in Washington to carry the medications, as well as require them to adopt a
policy for maintaining and administering the drugs.
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Naloxone, or Narcan, is a drug used to rapidly reverse an overdose from opioids, such as heroin, fentanyl or prescription drug medications.
There are two forms: nasal sprays and injectibles.

Synthetic opioids accounted for nearly 1,900 overdoses statewide in 2022, according to data from the University of Washington’s Addictions,
Drug and Alcohol Institute.
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The bill is sponsored by Sens. Patty Kuderer, D-Bellevue, and Lisa Wellman, D-Mercer Island, chair of the Senate Early Learning and K-12
Education Committee.

Lowering school bond threshold

The state school superintendent and lawmakers want to lower the voter threshold needed to pass new school construction funding.

Wellman and fellow Sen. Sam Hunt, D-Olympia, have prefiled Senate Bill 5823. The proposed legislation aims to lower the threshold that
school districts need to approve capital bonds, from a 60% super majority to a simple 50%+1 majority.
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Because the resolution would amend the state constitution, it would need a two-thirds majority in both the House and Senate as well as
approval from a majority of Washington voters to become law.
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In recent years, school districts have struggled to get their local voters to approve funding for new schools and replacement facilities. Recent
local measures have been able to get majority approval, but have failed to reach the super majority stipulated in the constitution. Voter turnout
must also reach 40% of the preceeding general election in order to pass.

As a result, many of the state’s smallest and poorest public school districts have continued to operate in decrepit facilities and are unable to
build new facilities to meet growth.

Earlier this year, more than a dozen school districts across Washington tried passing construction bond measures. But only one succeeded in
passing — a $195 million measure in Pasco to build a new high school.

After the Washington Supreme Court ruled in September that the Legislature and local communities share in the cost of funding new school
construction, Superintendent Chris Reykdal said his agency would again ask the Legislature to cut the threshold down to a simple majority.
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“It cannot be reasonably assumed that every community can do their part with an undemocratic super majority required to pass a bond vote at
the local level in order to access the state’s share of the funding,” Reykdal said in a statement.

This isn’t the first time such legislation has been introduced in the Legislature.

In 2019, Rep. Monica Stonier and Wellman introduced bills in the House and Senate that would have made similar amendments to the
constitution. While the issue got some time and attention, neither bill made it to the floor for a chamber vote.

Non-migratory seasonal farmworkers

State Rep. Lillian Ortiz-Self, D-Mukilteo, has prefiled a bill to commission a study on the academic needs and services for children of
nonmigratory seasonal farmworkers.
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The study would be conducted by OSPI, Department of Agriculture and Department of Labor and Industries. The final report would be due
back to the Legislature in June 2025, and at a minimum include legislative recommendations to help students meet their academic needs.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

Unlike the children of migratory agricultural workers and fishers, who often qualify for assistance through federal programs, children of
nonmigratory seasonal farmworkers often lack access to such services.

“Both groups of children may experience low socioeconomic status, limited English proficiency, limited family engagement with schools, gaps
in school attendance, and limited access to health supports, nutritious meals, and technology supports at home and in the community,
especially in rural and remote locations,” House Bill 1866 reads.
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Tri-Cities student artists featured on
Ben Franklin Transit buses

BOB BRAWDY • BBRAWDY@TRICITYHERALD.COM
For the second time in three years, River View High senior Zaydean Valdez stands next to her winning artwork displayed on the side of a Ben Franklin Transit bus parked at the school in Finley.

BY BOB BRAWDY
BBRAWDY@TRICITYHERALD.COM

For the second time in three years, River View High senior Zaydean Valdez stood next to her winning artwork on the side of a Ben Franklin
Transit bus parked at the school in Finley.

Valdez took third place this year in the traditional art category out of almost 200 entries from around the Tri-Cities.

The first, second, and third place winners selected in both the traditional art and digital art categories will be displayed on the exterior of the
bus for a year.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

The top 10 in each category can be seen inside the BFT Art Bus.
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River View High School students board the Ben Franklin Transit art bus to see the 20 winners, the top ten from each of two categories, that are displayed in the inside of the
coach. The top three winners for both the digital and traditional categories are displayed on the exterior and will be visible on the roads around the Tri-Cities for a ful year.

Other winners in the traditional category are: first place, Ryan Montgomery of Southridge High School and second place, Paul Erickson of
Kamiakin High School.

The top three in the digital category are: first place, Guillermo Medellin Mendoza at Tri-Tech Skills Center, second place, Soleil Olivera at
Chiawana High School and third place, Allison Fathing at Southridge High School.



Here are the MCC basketball leaders a quarter way through 2023 season
BY JEFF MORROW

SPECIAL TO THE HERALD

Hermiston’s Dalton Massey finished his first-ever trip to the PRCA National Finals Rodeo by placing sixth in average in the Steer Wrestling
event.

Massey brought home $19,300, giving him a season total of nearly $284,000 in earnings.

That placed the 30-year-old at No. 2 in the world for 2023. Pretty great for a guy who needed a good year to keep going in rodeo.

Massey has been on the circuit since 2014. Before this season began, his lifetime earnings had been $216,800. So this season’s earnings have
far exceeded his previous total of all years combined.

Great season for Massey.

MCC boys basketball

We’re just about 25 percent of the way through the Mid-Columbia Conference season, with one more night of conference play set for Tuesday,
Dec. 19, before teams either take a winter break or jump into non-league contests.

Here are some free-flowing observations: Adam Berg’s Wa-Hi Blue Devils have gotten out of the game quickly, winning their first five out of six
games. Ken Higgins has been the main guy so far, averaging about 17 points a game.

We talked about Richland last week, and they’re still probably the team to beat. But here comes Kamiakin, despite losing some players to
graduation and getting soundly handled by Davis in the Braves’ season opener. Senior Peter Dress will be fun to watch. He’s already had a 40-
point game.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

Kennewick looks to be pretty balanced this season, with a different player stepping up each night to lead the team in scoring.

▪ Got a chance to see senior Jesse Tijerina play a few weeks ago for Southridge in a 75-54 Suns’ win at Chiawana. He’s an outstanding outside
shooter who also has a quick first step and can find his way to the basket. But what makes him even more dangerous is he can find the open
guy at a moment’s notice. In order for DJ Traver’s Southridge team to make some noise this season, more players besides Tijerina must step up
and make plays.

“These kids have played a lot together this past summer,” said Traver, whose team got its first win over Chiawana since the 2015-16 season.
“It was a really good summer. They’re experiencing a little payoff for their effort.”
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▪ Chad Herron has a very young Chiawana team, with not a senior on the varsity roster.

That wasn’t by design.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

He had plans for both DJ Duran and Michael Hansen, both seniors, to lead this squad. But football injuries stopped that opportunity.

So the Riverhawks are going with a young but very scrappy squad, and while they haven’t won a game yet — they’re 0-4 in MCC play, 0-8
overall — they’re getting closer. Last weekend, Chiawana lost two close contests to two of the conference’s better squads this season — falling
56-52 to Kennewick, and dropping a 57-53 verdict to Walla Walla.

4A MID-COLUMBIA CONFERENCE

Walla Walla 4-0 MCC, 5-1 overall

Kamiakin 3-0, 4-1

Richland 3-0, 4-1

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

Kennewick 3-1, 4-3

Hanford 2-2, 3-3

Southridge 1-2, 2-4

Pasco 0-3, 0-7

Hermiston 0-4, 0-5
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Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

Chiawana 0-4, 0-8

Tuesday, Dec. 12 — Kamiakin 77, Hermiston 75; Moses Lake 68, Pasco 25.

Friday, Dec. 15 — Kamiakin 56, Southridge 37; Kennewick 56, Chiawana 52; Richland 85, Hanford 53; Walla Walla 68, Hermiston 60.

Saturday, Dec. 16 — Hanford 73, Pasco 24; Kennewick 58, Southridge 55; Richland 79, Hermiston 60; Walla Walla 57, Chiawana 53.

Tuesday, Dec. 19 — Chiawana at Richland, 7:30 p.m.; East Valley-Yakima at Hanford, 7:30 p.m.; Hermiston at Pasco, 7:30 p.m.; Kennewick
at Kamiakin, 7:30 p.m.; Southridge at Walla Walla, 7:30 p.m.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

Thursday, Dec. 21 — Hermiston at West Valley-Spokane, 6 p.m.; Kamiakin at Sunnyside, 6 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 22 — Kennewick at Lewis & Clark, 7 p.m.; Post Falls at Kamiakin, 5:30 p.m.

MCC girls basketball

Richland girls basketball coach Amy Westerfield told a local TV sports reporter earlier this month that this conference will be very tough, and
that the rest of the state is starting to recognize just how good the MCC is.

She’s right.

There are at least five teams who could do some serious damage come postseason — Chiawana, Kamiakin, Kennewick, Richland and Walla
Walla.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu
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Let’s start with Chiawana. The Riverhawks have a new head coach in Gary Jonas; some new players — including Sunnyside sophomore transfer
guard Baylee Maldonado; and a loaded non-conference schedule.

Despite having no seniors, the Riverhawks have to be considered a favorite. Which makes it a little jolting to see them sitting in fifth place at
the quarter pole of the MCC race.

Chiawana has a three-game losing streak right now: a 58-53 loss to 2A power Ellensburg; a 67-63 loss to Kennewick; and a 76-72 loss to
Walla Walla.

“These girls show a bunch of resolve,” Jonas said after a win over Southridge a few weeks ago. “They’re a pretty good bunch. But we still have
a long way to go.”

Post player Malia Ruud, who recently scored her 1,000th career point at Ellensburg, agrees.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

“There are definitely huge expectations for us,” said the junior standout. “We know we have a target on our back. But there are a lot of ways to
improve. I like everything about this team. Everyone makes the extra pass. Everyone is a hard worker. And we have a really deep bench.”

They’ll get a push from Kennewick, though. Haylee Johnson and Dylyn Dress are a great 1-2 punch. Johnson, already committed to play
basketball and run track next year for Eastern Oregon University, is averaging 19.8 points a game.

Dress is scoring 15.0 points a game. Head coach Daron Santo has a veteran-laden team with this squad too.

Meanwhile, Lane Schumacher still has enough talent at Kamiakin (after losing Nikole Thomas and Maddy Rendall to graduation) to make some
noise. Senior Nicole Wertenberger (19.6) and junior Aubrey Herrin (10.6) lead the way in scoring. Herrin and Mia Howard are dominating the
boards.

Westerfield’s Bombers have yet to lose a game, and Macie Milum has successfully returned from last season’s torn ACL.

But she’s not the team’s leading scorer. Junior forward Mackenzie Schulz has that honor. She showed last season as a sophomore she could
shoot the ball, and this season so far she has been the team’s top scorer in three of the team’s first four games. Schulz is averaging 17.3 points,
while Milum is at 13.8 points a game.

Finally, Tresa Reibel’s Wa-Hi Blue Devils — just like the Wa-Hi boys — have jumped out quickly with a 4-0 MCC record (4-1 overall).

Walla Walla has great scoring depth, but Madison Reibel leads the team at 17.2 points per game, while Cami Martin averages 14.8 points.

▪ Pasco’s first-year head coach Sierra Perez picked up her first victory on Dec. 7 against Eisenhower in a 66-40 victory.

Journee Brooks led the way with 23 points for the Bulldogs.
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Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

So far, Brooks is the Bulldogs’ leading scorer with 12.2 points a game. But Leilani Sanders (11.8) and Mia Salgado (10.7) are right behind her.

4A MID-COLUMBIA CONFERENCE

Kennewick 4-0 MCC, 5-1 overall

Walla Walla 4-0, 4-1

Richland 3-0, 4-0

Kamiakin 2-1, 4-1

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

Chiawana 2-2, 5-3

Hanford 1-3, 1-5

Southridge 0-3, 2-4

Pasco 0-3, 1-5

Hermiston 0-4, 1-5

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

Tuesday, Dec. 12 — Ellensburg 58, Chiawana 53; Kamiakin 69, Hermiston 48; Moses Lake 48, Pasco 44

Friday, Dec. 15 — Kamiakin 74, Southridge 34; Kennewick 67, Chiawana 63; Richland 56, Hanford 41; Walla Walla 68, Hermiston 49
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Saturday, Dec. 16 — Hanford 56, Pasco 49; Kamiakin 51, Davis 44; Kennewick 81, Southridge 63; Richland 71, Hermiston 54; Walla Walla
76, Chiawana 72

Tuesday, Dec. 19 — Chiawana at Richland, 5:45 p.m.; East Valley-Yakima at Hanford, 5:45 p.m.; Hermiston at Pasco, 5:45 p.m.; Kennewick
at Kamiakin, 5:45 p.m.; Southridge at Walla Walla, 5:45 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 20 — Federal Way vs. Walla Walla at Eastmont, 12 p.m.; Pasco at Eastmont GESA Winter Shootout

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

Thursday, Dec. 21 — Hermiston at West Valley-Spokane, 4:30 p.m.; Kamiakin at Sunnyside, 4:30 p.m.; Mead at Chiawana, 5 p.m.; Pasco at
Eastmont GESA Winter Shootout; Walla Walla at Eastmont, 6 p.m.

Jeff Morrow is former sports editor for the Tri-City Herald.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Jaylin and Hannah

RICHLAND Wa. — This is the second time Jaylin Underwood, 11, and her neighbor, Hannah Rodni, 11, have sold hot chocolate

and doanted to money to an organization of their choice.

Two local girls making a difference, one cup of hot cocoa at a time.

by Michelle Reyes

Tue, December 19th 2023, 8:09 AM PST
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Last year they managed to raise about $440 in a single day by selling the hot chocolate in their neighborhood.

"This year we have more toppings for the hot chocolate, and we are also making a donation. There's a container full of

jackets and toys for the kids for Christmas," said Hannah.
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This year Jaylin and Hannah’s goal was to raise more than the $440 they raised last year; this year they were able to raise

$760 in the two hours they were out there.

Jaylin said, “It makes me very happy that there are people willing to donate money because there are many people who can

choose to be sel�sh, but these people don’t, and that makes me happy.”
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The $760 raised, along with the toys and jackets, were donated to the Salvation Army in Pasco. Jaylin shares that the

Salvation Army allowed her mother to have a nice Christmas as a child.

Screenshot 2023-12-19 135012.png

We spoke with Jaylin's grandmother, Cheryl Jamerson, who shared that she's the one who got help from The Salvation Army

when it needed it most.
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Cheryl Jamerson

“And I tell you what, it was one of the best Christmas we could have had, they brought us boxes of food, they brought gifts to

me, and I didn’t even ask for anything, they brought gifts for my two children. And I don’t mean just a little, they gave us a lot

and I always say that we must pay it forward,” said Cheryl.
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Next year, Jaylin and Hannah hope to sell hot chocolate again, but this time they hope to raise $1,000.

BE THE FIRST TO COMMENT

Cheryl said: "I am very proud of them because they are able to give back at such an early age... They're going to make some

kids smile, so that means anyone can make a di�erence if they want to."
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https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/update-unlicensed-driver-says-he-fell-asleep-before-hitting-kennewick-school-bus-
tuesday/article_e25950c0-9eb0-11ee-b00c-cfd561d04a46.html

UPDATE: Unlicensed driver says he fell asleep before hitting Kennewick school bus
Tuesday
Morgan Huff, Erin Wencl
Dec 19, 2023

Morgan Huff - Apple Valley News Now

KENNEWICK, Wash. - A driver claimed he fell asleep at the wheel and that's what caused him to crash into a school bus,
authorities said Tuesday.

The crash happened on Kennewick Avenue around 12:30 p.m.

Authorities said the driver of a silver vehicle was going eastbound when he said he fell asleep, crossed the center line and
entered the westbound lane.
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A school bus with the Kennewick School District was in the westbound lane at the time. Authorities said the driver of the school
bus tried to avoid hitting the car but could not.

The driver of the car was hurt at the scene, but declined to be taken to the hospital. He is expected to be okay.

There were 10 kids on board the bus at the time of the crash but none of them were hurt, authorities said.

Kennewick Avenue will be closed for another two hours, according to authorities, while the crash scene is cleared.

The driver of the silver car was ticketed for negligent driving and driving without a license.

PREVIOUS STORY:

Kennewick Avenue between Fruitland Street and Olympia is closed after a crash involving a Kennewick School District bus.

The crash happened around 12:30 p.m. Tuesday.

The school bus had riders on at the time of the crash and injuries are unknown at this time. The driver of the car involved in the
crash was also being checked out at the scene by paramedics.

The school bus was going westbound down Kennewick Avenue, but it is unclear at this time how the crash happened.

This is a developing story and we will update you with more information as soon as it becomes available.

COPYRIGHT 2023 BY APPLE VALLEY NEWS NOW. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. THIS MATERIAL MAY NOT BE PUBLISHED, BROADCAST,
REWRITTEN OR REDISTRIBUTED.
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Family, friends mourn after sudden death of Chiawana student

 COURTESY GOFUNDME

A GoFundMe fundraiser was started for a Chiawana student who died by suicide.

BY CAMERON PROBERT
CPROBERT@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Pasco, WA
Family and friends of a 16-year-old Chiawana student have turned out to support his mother after his sudden death.

Nathaniel Garcia died by suicide on Dec. 11, said Franklin County Coroner Curtis McGary.

A GoFundMe organized by Cambri Longaker has raised more than $12,500 so far to cover funeral expenses for the teen, who also spent time
in the Finley and Kennewick school districts.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

“I’m deeply saddened, shocked and reaching out to everyone for support in my friend’s behalf,” Longaker wrote. “He was a loving son,
brother, grandson and nephew.”

Garcia had received several Hispanic Academic Achievement Program awards since fourth grade, according to his obituary. He also attended
construction trades classes at Pasco High School.

“Nathaniel was a kind and genuine individual and we want to honor his memory by coming together to offer our support,” Longaker wrote.
“This tragedy has left our community in shock and our hearts go out to Hidalia, Naydelynn and their family through this incredibly difficult
time.”
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Anyone who wants to donate can go to the GoFundMe page at bit.ly/NathanielGarciaFundraiser.

NEEDING HELP

People are encouraged to call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255 or text 741741 if they need help.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

If someone needs assistance right away, they can also call 911.

School districts in the past have shared a lists of potential warning signs. The risk is greater if they recently increased in the frequency or
intensity and if they seem related to a painful event, loss or change.

The warning signs include:

Talking about wanting to die or kill oneself
Looking for ways to kill oneself, such as searching online or buying a gun
Talking about feeling hopeless or having no reason to live
Talking about feeling trapped or in unbearable pain
Talking about being a burden to others
Increasing the use of alcohol or drugs
Acting anxious or agitated, or behaving recklessly
Sleeping too little or too much
Withdrawing or feeling isolated
Showing rage or talking about seeking revenge
Displaying extreme mood swings

Cameron Probert: 509-416-6478, @cameroncprobert
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‘Well-respected and dedicated’
Carmichael Middle teacher,
coach Halley dies suddenly

file
Grief counselors will be available for Carmichael Middle School students when they return from winter break on Jan. 2.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

The Carmichael Middle School community is mourning the loss of a beloved teacher and coach who had an impact on many students’ lives.

Rachel Halley, a math teacher who taught at the school since 2001, died this week, according to a letter sent to parents Tuesday by Principal
Brian Stadelman.

She suffered a heart attack, he said.
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“Death is always a sad and troubling event, and can often have a profound effect on our students,” he wrote. “We are sharing this information
with you so that you may share with our child when and how you feel is most appropriate.”

Grief counselors will be available for Carmichael students when they return from winter break on Tuesday, Jan. 2.

Shawna Dinh, the school district’s public information officer, said Halley was a “well-respected and dedicated educator.”

She also coached numerous sports, including softball, boys and girls basketball, volleyball and track and field.

“She spent several years coordinating extracurricular programs as the school’s athletics director, activities director and math club advisor,”
Dinh wrote in an email. “Her mentorship of students both on and off the field will be deeply missed.”
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Parents, kids get
early look inside
new Ridge View
Elementary
Excitement builds for more space, tech in $31M Kennewick building

BOB BRAWDY • BBRAWDY@TRICITYHERALD.COM
Students run around the gymnasium as part of a special family-only sneak peek event of the new $31 million Kennewick school.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Clad in their best Christmas sweaters and pajamas, parents and students at Ridge View Elementary took an early tour of their new school
building Wednesday.

The $31 million, two-story, 61,000-square-foot building is nearly complete, and staff are working to furnish the classrooms, libraries and
offices.

The excitement from students was palpable as they went from classroom to classroom greeting teachers and testing out the new gymnasium
and playground equipment.



The building will be occupied starting on Jan. 3.

“I just can’t express just how excited I am to be in our new building. It’s almost emotional,” said Principal Naomi Puckett. “We’re proud, we’re
excited and happy for our families.”

BOB BRAWDY • BBRAWDY@TRICITYHERALD.COM
Student look out windows of a second-story classroom during a family-only sneak peek event at the new $31 million Ridge View Elementary School in Kennewick.

Puckett has spent 21 years at Ridge View, the last six as principal of the 324-student school.

The original building opened 30 years ago and was in need of replacement. The new building has been built at the same site at 7001 W. 13th
Ave.

The modernized facility will improve education with more space and better technology, say officials.

And that space will be set to good use quickly. Elementary school enrollment boundaries will change this fall, sending 140 more students to
classes at Ridge View.

https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article275767711.html
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article275767711.html
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Students and family members take part in a special look inside the rebuilt Ridge View Elementary School.

The change aims to address future growth in the Kennewick School District’s western schools.

But while the old Ridge View had 20 classrooms, the school’s new facility will house 30 classrooms.

Top-of-line technology

Highly Capable math teacher Kathy Kern was nearly finished stowing away her books and markers when students began filing in to her
classroom to say hello this week.

“It’s a gorgeous building and the technology is amazing,” Kern said, gawking over the wireless projector technology that will make teaching a
smoother process. “It is top-of-the-line technology.”

Kern has taught at Ridge View for 16 years now. As a specialist teacher, she’s used to sharing small, cramped classrooms with other teachers.



BOB BRAWDY • BBRAWDY@TRICITYHERALD.COM
Students run around the gymnasium as part of a special family-only sneak peek event of the new $31 million Kennewick school.

But looking over the neighborhood from her own second-story class, Kern took pride in the new space.

“This building is definitely nicer. The building is so much bigger. The storage is way better than other classrooms. The space for the kids is
great,” she said. “I heard a little girl, as I was walking downstairs, say, ‘This is going to be so much fun.’”

During the last year and a half of construction, students and staff have been temporarily housed at the former Fruitland school building, at
201 S. Garfield St., in downtown Kennewick.

Construction of the new building was funded by a $125 million bond passed by voters in 2019.
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Dozens of student desks are staged in the cafeteria at the new Ridge View Elementary School building.

That measure also paid for a major upgrade at Kennewick High School, an expansion at Amistad Elementary, renovations at Kamiakin and
Southridge high schools and other facility improvements.

Carolina Cole, Ridge View’s PTO treasurer and a mother of two at the school, said she’s looking forward to the shorter commute as classes get
back in session.

Her 9-year-old son, Kameron, said the best part of the new school was the new playgrounds, and how more students will be able to play there.

Dressed in his red and black ninja pajamas, Kameron said he was excited to be back with his peers in Ms. Crigler’s class — even more excited
than he was for winter break.

An official ribbon cutting ceremony for the public to christen the new building is set for 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 17.
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The new $31 million 30-classroom Ridge View Elementary School building was funded by the 2019 bond and the state’s School Construction Assistance Program.



Commission rules on controversial Tri-Cities political yard signs

COURTESY WASHINGTON PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION
A complaint was filed with the Washington Public Disclosure Commission claiming that campaign signs placed next to those belonging to Mike Connors were false and a “blatant attempt to deceive the
public.”

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

A Washington state agency has dismissed a complaint filed against a Tri-City political action committee over some controversial campaign
signs.

The complaint centered on allegations that false and intentionally misleading signs were placed next to a Kennewick School Board candidate’s
signs.

The We Want Accountability PAC posted signs pointed at school board President Michael Connors’ signs, with messages like: “Voted With
Liberals 100%,” “Kept Our Kids In Masks,” and “Supports CRT (critical race theory) in Schools.”

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

State campaign finance laws prohibit sponsorship of statements with malice that constitute libel or defamation.

https://www.pdc.wa.gov/rules-enforcement/enforcement/enforcement-cases/143584
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But staff with the Washington Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) say the allegations didn’t meet the state’s standard for damaging speech.

“Based on these findings, staff has determined that this standard has not been met and, in this instance, sponsoring yard signs that included a
brief statement with arrows pointing to Michael Connors’ yard signs does not amount to a finding of a violation warranting further
investigation,” read a letter filed Wednesday, Dec. 27, by the PDC.

The case over adjacent campaign signs — messages placed nearby to comment about other candidate’s politics — was a unique one for the
state agency. A full investigation would have tested the veracity of claims on both sides, who disagree over Connors’ record while in office.

“Your allegations that We Want Accountability PAC sponsored false political advertising directed at Michael Connors, a candidate for re-
election to the Kennewick School Board, is understandable,” wrote PDC staff. “However, We Want Accountability PAC responded to your
allegations with justification for the validity of the statements on the yard signs they sponsored.”
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It also underscores heightened political tensions that have risen among candidates running for office at the local level in Tri-Cities.

In recent years, despite being nonpartisan positions, school boards have become a lightning rod for “culture war” issues and ideological
battles.

Connors, a Republican and third-generation Tri-Cities farmer, was running for reelection to a seat on the Kennewick School Board. But the
conservative PAC was in support of his opponent, Dustin Petersen, also a Republican.

As more conservative voices won seats on the school board following the COVID-19 pandemic, Connors increasingly found himself a target for
conservatives in the Benton County Republican Party and the We Want Accountability PAC.

He’s called a ban on certain books in schools “morally and ethically wrong.” He also voted against a policy amendment that would have
restricted how non-U.S. flags — including gay pride flags or sports team flags — could be displayed in classrooms.
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Connors won reelection in November to a second four-year term on the board, receiving 60% of the vote. He could not be reached Friday
about the PDC’s decision.
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Ousted Richland official, others to open private school
BY ERIC ROSANE

EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Kennewick, WA
A controversial Tri-Cities public official and a pair of banking executives plan to open a new private school this fall that aims to offer an
education rooted in Christian patriotism.

Sage Patriot Classical Academy plans to serve K-5 students in a “traditional environment with rigorous classical academics and foundational
morality. Students will “adhere to biblical principles” and the “Christian-Judeo philosophy,” according to its student application on the website.

Its board includes several executives who work at Gesa Credit Union and Columbia Industries, as well as Audra Byrd, the vice chair of the
Richland School Board voted out of office in August.

Officials with the proposed school could not be reached by the Herald this week about their plans.

SAGE PATRIOT CLASSICAL ACADEMY

Sage Patriot Classical Academy bills itself as a “parent partnership” school.

It’s school philosophy includes a belief that “capitalism is the most effective economic system in the world” and that “our Founding Fathers
envisioned a brilliant nation.”

 

“We believe in ‘love thy neighbor’ regardless of any real or perceived differences and we expect courteous behavior and civilized interaction
always,” reads its school philosophy.

The school has registered as a nonprofit with the Washington Secretary of State’s Office, with a formation date of Dec. 7.

Annual tuition starts at $7,800 for the first child, or about $650 monthly. That’s low compared to other private schools in the area.

Founders say they are still in the process of acquiring a building and plan to be located in the Richland area. The school expects to operate on
a four-day, weekly schedule.

There are very few requirements to operate private schools, and Washington state provides little oversight over instruction.

Teachers must hold a valid instructional certification, buildings must pass regular health and safety requirements, and schools must operate for
a minimum of 180 days — but that’s about it.

Schools offering secondary education are required to self-certify that their curriculum meets the basic requirements for graduation, too.

“We’re not going to ask if they’re testing for the English state standards. We’re just going to look to see if they have four years of English,” said
Randy Spaulding, executive director of the Washington State Board of Education.

Private schools must be approved by the state board, but the process for accreditation — which grants public recognition to schools that meet
specific external standards of being quality — is optional.

Aside from those requirements, private schools mostly have full latitude to decide what to teach and how to conduct instruction.

Sage Patriot says it plans to use Hillsdale College’s 1776 Curriculum to teach students American civics and history. The curriculum —
developed by the Michigan-based private Christian liberal arts college— is controversial among circles of educators and historians.

Critics say it is politically slanted and downplays the historical impacts of slavery and racism, while others say that that perspective is
misunderstood and slavery and race shouldn’t be the guiding element of American history instruction.

Hillsdale offers its nearly 4,000-page curriculum online for free.
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PRIVATE SCHOOL ALTERNATIVES

Private schools serve as alternatives to the traditional education model offered by public school districts, according to the Washington State
Board of Education.

In the Tri-Cities, about 2,500 students are enrolled in private schools. Statewide, 80,000 students attend classes at some 550 private schools.

That’s about 10% of the total K-12 statewide student enrollment.

Students and families forgo the public school process for a variety of reasons, including for academic purposes or religious affiliation.

The mission of private schools can vary greatly, said Suzie Hanson, executive director of the Washington Federation of Independent Schools.

The Federation of Independent Schools serves as the “policy watchdog” for private schools. The organization works in Olympia to lobby and
advocate for the interests of private school systems.

“It really depends on the way to mesh the family’s goals and beliefs with the school so that the student is supported in both their home life
and school life,” Hanson said. “Sometimes students attend private schools because they’ve had lack of success in a public school. Sometimes
it’s to continue with their community.”

After public schools closed during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, many families turned to private schools to find a faster return to in-
person learning.

Later, well after the pandemic subsided, many kept their students enrolled in private schools for variety of reasons.

Since then, Washington has seen one of the largest spikes in private school enrollment nationwide. Enrollment jumped 26% since the
pandemic, according to KUOW.

“I think COVID definitely inspired people to want options,” Hanson said.

But, Hanson says, many new private schools face more hurdles starting up than they may anticipate.

“A lot of people want to start schools, and then they realize that it takes a lot more to open,” she said, adding later: “It’s a 24-hour-a-day job in
the beginning.”

GESA, COLUMBIA INDUSTRIES

The members serving on Sage Patriot’s board of directors have ties to a local-based credit union and conservative think tank.

Irina Galikeeva and Joan Wacker are high-level executives at Gesa Credit Union. Galikeeva serves as vice president of compliance, and Wacker
is vice president of collections and loan servicing, according to a copy of the school’s student application.

Another board member, Kim Pierret, is the chief financial officer at Columbia Industries.

Eileen Griffin is a contributing editor at the Heartland Institute, a free-market, conservative think tank based in Arlington Heights, Ill., and the
author of several books on politics and finance.

She also runs the local campaign consulting firm One Politician, which helped get two candidates elected to the Kennewick School Board this
past election cycle.

Audra Byrd is a home school teacher and former Richland School Board member.

She and two other elected officials, Kari Williams and Semi Bird, were recalled by voters last summer for breaking state law and exceeding
their authority after they voted to defy Gov. Jay Inslee’s indoor COVID mask mandate.

Even after facing intense scrutiny and a review by the Washington Supreme Court upholding the charges, the trio still stand by their actions.
Bird is running for governor as a Republican in 2024.
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Richland teen uses AI to power award-winning water analyzer



 COURTESY PRAYRONA CHOUDHURY



Hanford High student Prayrona Choudhury prepares to launch her marine-biology invention named AquaTranslate, a device that uses a rover to quickly sample and analyze water, for a run on the
Columbia River.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Richland, WA
Prayrona Choudhury always has found coral reef ecosystems utterly fascinating.

The underwater colonies are home to an estimated quarter of all marine life and are among the most diverse systems in the world.

“I just found them so amazing in how they were a bunch of animals living together and how they help so much of the ocean,” said the 14-
year-old Richland student. “That sort of got me really into ocean conservation, because when you talk about saving corals you have to talk
about saving oceans as a whole.”

That passion has led her to develop a new technology that harnesses the power of artificial intelligence systems to read and translate water
data in real time.

She calls it AquaTranslate. The AI software, when installed onto a robotic water rover, is designed to take in numerical sensor data. From
there, the program transfers the data to Google searches and ChatGPT to give context and possible explanations for the data point.

“What AquaTranslate does is shortens the data analysis process to 10-20 minutes so that scientists can focus on actually solving these
problems instead of having to spend so much time looking for how they occur,” she said.

 

Right now, Choudhury’s rover and software can only measure the acidity scale and temperature of water samples. But in the future, she hopes
to outfit the rover with more sensors so that additional data, such as metals and oxygen levels, can be collected.

The Hanford High School freshman believes her project has the potential to help scientists on the front lines battling climate change and could
help them work quicker to save the rich natural resources of the world.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

“Climate change is such an encroaching problem that we don’t have that much time to spend,” she said. “Even just shortening weeks to a few
minutes can make the conservation process much quicker. ... In places like the Puget Sound, If you even wait a few months, a whole new wave
of fish could die out.”

Choudhury’s technology was recognized with several awards at last year’s Washington State Science and Engineering Fair, including a first-
place prize. It also brought home second place at the Mid-Columbia Science Fair.

She hopes to raise $12,000 by this summer to file a patent for the technology.

“She exemplifies the power of young minds committed to making a positive impact on our environment, proving that age is no barrier to
designing products that create meaningful change,” said the Richland School District’s public information officer Shawna Dinh.

AQUATRANSLATE

Before AquaTranslate, Choudhury was working to develop a water rover that could collect and return samples. She started this project as part
of her seventh grade science project at Leona Libby Middle School.

Inspired by Khan Academy videos about marine biology, she tried engineering a robot that would collect samples and help her uncover the
mysteries of the Tri-Cities waterways.
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It took about a year’s worth of time to develop and build the rover.

“I used to go home and just work on the rover all day long,” Choudhury said. “That year, I learned a lot about time management.”

She also received endless encouragement from her father, who is a staff scientist at the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. He told her that
she would have to learn coding languages if she wanted to advance in the STEM field.

 

Choudhury said coding was hard at first, but she eventually learned how to code programming languages in Python, which is what she used as
the base for AquaTranslate.

As the deadline approached to start a new science project, she considered building off her rover instead of a brand new project.

“I thought, what’s something that scientists need? And I didn’t really answer that question until I was in that position myself,” Choudhury said.

She hit inspiration while conducting a work study with Rachel Little, a biologist with the Benton County Conservation District.

While out at a river surveying for stargrass — an invasive aquatic perennial that clogs rivers and makes the water acidic — Choudhury took her
rover out to collect data.

That’s when she realized how long and arduous the process of gathering and interpreting the data was. Was there a way they could do this
faster, she asked.

“That’s kind of where I got the idea for AquaTranslate. What if I had an add-on for the AquaRover?” she recalled.

 

CLIMATE CHANGE

Choudhury isn’t alone in her concerns about climate change — global warming and “climate anxiety” remain one of the top issues for many
young people.

A 2021 survey by Lancet Planetary Health of 10,000 people, ages 16 to 25, found that 59% were “very” or “extremely worried” about the
impacts of human-caused climate change.

But that anxiety also is fueling a new generation of climate activists and scientists — including Choudhury — who are keen on finding solutions
to curb pollutants and save endangered species.

In June, Choudhury presented her technology to other local entrepreneurs at Fuse’s pitch night in Richland.

Her 2-minute presentation caught the attention of Gravis Law and senior attorney Stephen Zimowski, who later helped Choudhury file a
provisional patent for her software.

Zimowski toled the Herald in a statement that the Hanford student a “supremely talented and motivated young person.”

“She is just the type of innovative and entrepreneurial individual we at Gravis Law are pleased to assist where we can. The technology
Prayrona developed and described to us will no doubt be instrumental in environmental preservation for years to come,” he said.

The law office also helped connect her with other areas that were in need of water testing, too.

Since second-grade, marine biology has been the only career that has caught the whimsy and curiosity of Choudhury.

And it’s still the career she plans to pursue after high school. She wants to find even more ways that artificial technology can be used to better
marine conservation.

She hopes someday to attend either Stanford University or the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

https://www.pnnl.gov/people/sutanay-choudhury
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/teens-are-struggling-with-climate-anxiety-schools-havent-caught-up-yet/2022/12
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Bombers offensive coordinator selected as new RHS head football coach
Thomas Metcalf NonStop Local Digital Content Producer
Jan 4, 2024

Richland Bomber Football

RICHLAND, Wash. - Richland High School Athletic Director Adrian Ochoa announced the school's new head football coach to be Offensive
Coordinator Josh Jelinek on Friday.

Jelinek was previously the team's offensive coordinator for 11 of the last 14 seasons. He will be the school's seventh head coach since
1946.

Jelinek was hired as the team's offensive line coach in 2010, where the Bombers made it to the State Tournament for the first time in ten
seasons. He was promoted to offensive coordinator the very next season.

As the team's offensive coordinator, he would go on to coach nine of the top 15 scoring offenses in Richland football history and coach the
top four passing quarterbacks in the program's entire history.

F E AT U R E D
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Thomas Metcalf
NonStop Local Digital Content Producer

Prior to coaching at RHS, Jelinek coached at his alma mater, Prosser High School, in 2007 and 2008. He helped the team win back-to-back
CWAC championships and win the state championship in 2007.

Jelinek was an all-state lineman when playing at PHS, which he graduated from in 1998. He also played at the University of Idaho for five
seasons and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture Education from the university.

Along with coaching, Jelinek will continue teaching CTE classes and advise RHS's FFA program.
MORE INFORMATION
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