
Colton Joint Unified School District   
1212  Valencia Drive  *  Colton,  CA  92324-1798  *  (909)  580-5000 
 
 
 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
 

October 1, 2009 
 
 

5:30 p.m.  –  Public Session 
Public Comment to Precede Action Sessions 

Closed Session to Commence following Action Sessions 
 

    
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

I.       CALL TO ORDER 
       Roll Call 
   Mrs. Marge Mendoza-Ware   (President) _____ 
   Mr.  Mel Albiso  (Vice President)  _____ 
   Mr.  David R. Zamora   (Clerk)   _____ 
   Mr.  Robert D. Armenta, Jr.     _____ 
   Mrs. Patt Haro     _____ 
   Mr.  Frank A. Ibarra      _____ 
   Mr.  Kent Taylor       _____ 
 
   Mr.  James A. Downs     _____ 
   Mr.  Jerry Almendarez   _____ 
   Mrs. Mollie Gainey-Stanley   _____ 
   Mr.  Mike Snellings    _____ 
   Mr.  Jaime R. Ayala    _____ 
   Mrs. Bertha Arreguín    _____ 
   Ms.  Helen Rodriguez    _____ 
   Mrs. Alice Grundman    _____ 
   Mr.  Todd Beal     _____ 
   Mrs. Ingrid Munsterman   _____ 
   Ms.  Julia Nichols     _____ 
   Ms.  Sosan Schaller    _____ 
   Dr.   Patrick Traynor    _____ 
   Ms.  Katie Orloff    _____ 
   Ms. Jennifer Rodriguez   _____ 
 

 Location: Colton JUSD Student Services Center 
                   Board Room 
                   851 South Mt. Vernon Avenue 
          Colton, California   
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Strategic Plan -- Mission Statement 
The Mission of the Colton Joint Unified School District, a team of caring employees dedicated to the education of children, is to ensure 
each student learns the academic knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in college or in the workforce and be responsible, productive 
citizens by providing engaging, challenging, and enriching opportunities and specialized programs in a safe environment in partnership 
with students, families and our diverse communities. 

 
II.       PUBLIC SESSION  5:30 p.m.  Renewal of the Pledge of Allegiance 

An interpreter is available for Spanish-speaking persons wanting assistance. 
 

Announcement Regarding Public Comment for Items on the Agenda and Items 
Not on the Agenda  (Gov. Code 54954.3[a]) 
 
The Board President clarifies the process regarding public comment and requests 
that the appropriate “Public Comment Card” be filled out.  At the appropriate time 
during the Hearing Session, each speaker will be invited to the podium and should 
begin by stating his or her name and residing city.  No more than three minutes will 
be allotted to any speaker and no more than fifteen minutes per subject unless 
authorized by the Board President (BP 1245). 
 
Blue card—Specific Consent, Action, Study & Information or Closed Session Item:  
Please list the specific agenda item number and subject 
 
White card—Items/Topics Not on the Agenda:  Please list topic / subject 
 

 
III.        PUBLIC SESSION   
  

1. Kayos Kidz Club 
 

2. Bloomington High School 
• Student Report – ASB Officers 

 
3. Employee Recognition Program 

• Alma Hernandez — Classified, Language Support Services 
• Michael Reh, — Certificated, Colton High School 
• Rick Lerma — Management, Maintenance & Operations 
• Lincoln Elementary PTA – Education Partner 

 
4. District Assistance Intervention Team (DAIT) – New Directions 
 

 5. Public Comment:  Specific Consent, Action, Study/Info or Closed Session Item
(blue card;  list agenda item #  and subject) 

 
 6. Public Comment:  Item Not on the Agenda

(white card; list topic) 
 

 



Board Agenda  October 1, 2009 
Page 3 
 

 
 

IV          ACTION SESSION 
 
 A. Consent Items 

 
The following Consent Items are expected to be routine and non-controversial.  They will 
be acted upon by the Board of Education at one time unless a Board Member, a staff 
member, or a member of the public requests that an item be held for discussion or deferred 
for separate action. 
 
On motion of Board Member ______________ and _______________, the Board 
approved Consent Items #A-1  through  #A – 12. 
 
1. Approval of Minutes  (September 17, 2009)  
 
2. Approval of Consultants for Assembly Presentation 
 
3. Approval of Consultants for Staff Development 
 
4. Approval of Field Trips 
 
5. Approval of New Course Descriptions and Adoption of Textbooks and Ancillary 

and Supplemental Instruction Materials for SDC Algebra IA and SDC Algebra 
IB, Grades 8-12 (Beginning October 2009) 

 
6. Approval of the Course Descriptions for CAHSEE English Support, Grades 10-

12 (Beginning October 2009) 
 
7. Approval of the New High School Course Descriptions for SDC Read 180 

English I and SDC Read English 180 English II, Grades 9-10 (Beginning 
October 2009) 

 
8. Approval of the Course Descriptions and Adoption of Textbooks and Ancillary 

and Supplemental Instructional Materials for SDC World History and SDC U.S. 
History, Grades 10-12 (Beginning October 2009) 

 
9. Approval of the Revised Course Descriptions for SDC Earth Science and SDC 

Biology, Grades 9-12 (Beginning October 2009) 
 
10. Acceptance of Gifts 
 
11. Approval of Cherrydale Farms Fundraiser at Terrace Hills Middle School 

(October through November 2009) 
 
12. Approval of Amended Agreement (Contract No. 03-734 A-7) with the County of 

San Bernardino Probation Department for a School Probation Officer (2009-10) 
 



 
 B.             Action Items 

 
On motion of Board Member ______________ and _______________, the Board 
approved Action Items #B-1  through  #B – 9. 
 
1. Approval of Personnel Employment 
 
2. Approval of Conference Attendance 
 
3. Approval of Purchase Orders 
 
4. Approval of Disbursements 
 
5. Adoption of Resolution No. 09-32 Giving Notice of Intention to Grant an 

Easement for Right of Way to Southern California Edison for the Grand Terrace 
High School Project 

 
6. Approval of the Application for the K-3 Class Size Reduction Operations 

Programs (2009-10) 
 
7. Approval of Additional Subcontractors Pursuant to Public Contract Code 4110 

for Bid Package No. 10 Hanan Construction Co., Inc,. (General Construction) 
 
8. Approval of Subcontractor Substitution per Public Contract Code 4107 for Bid 

Package No. 9 Nevell Group, Inc. (Walls and Ceiling Systems) 
 
9. Approval of Contract Amendment No. 1 with Advocates for Labor Compliance, 

LLC for Labor Compliance Monitoring Program Services for the Grand Terrace 
High School Construction Project 

 
 C.             Action Items—Resolutions 

On motion of Board Member ______________ and _______________, the Board 
approved Action Items #C-1  through  #C – 2. 
 

 1. Adoption of Resolution, “National Custodial Employees Day” October 2, 2009 
 
2. Adoption of Resolution “National Red Ribbon Week” October 23-31, 2009 
 

 

V.       STUDY, INFORMATION  & REVIEW SESSION  
 

 1. Personnel  --  Resignations 
 
2. Budget Update – Jaime Ayala  
 

3. Facilities Update – Jaime Ayala 
 
4. ACE  Representative  
 
5. CSEA Representative 
 
6. MAC  Representative 
 
7. ROP Board Members 
 
8. Superintendent’s Communiqué / Correspondence / Communications 
 

9. Board Member Comments 
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VI.       CLOSED SESSION   Following action items:  Board Room, Student Services Center, 851  So.  

Mt. Vernon Ave., Colton, California    (Government Code 54950 et seq.) 
 

1. Student Discipline  
2. Personnel 

♦ Public Employee:  Discipline / Dismissal / Release / Reassignment   (Gov. Code 54957) 

♦ Public Employee:  Performance Evaluation: Title:  Superintendent 
 

3. Conference with Legal Counsel—Anticipated Litigation  
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(b) 
Potential Case:  One 

 
4. Conference with Real Property Negotiator  (Gov. Code 54956.8) 

Property:  APNs 1167-151-35,1167-151-369, 1167-151-38, 1167-151-39, 1167-151-45, 
1167-221-01, 1167-221-02, 1167-151-32, 1167-151-33, 1167-151-34, 1167-151-29, 1167-
151-43, and 1167-151-44 in San Bernardino County, California. 
District Negotiators:  James A. Downs, Jaime R. Ayala, Alice Grundman, 
                                   Counsel, Best, Best & Krieger 

 
5. Conference with Labor Negotiator 

Agency:  Jerry Almendarez Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources 
Ingrid Munsterman, Director, Human Resources 

Employee Organizations:  Association of Colton Educators  (ACE) 
California School Employees’ Assoc.  (CSEA) 
Management Association of Colton  (MAC) 

 
VII.       PUBLIC SESSION -- ACTION REPORTED FROM CLOSED SESSION  
 
 
VIII.        ADJOURNMENT 
 





BOARD AGENDA 
 
 
 

 REGULAR  MEETING
October 1, 2009

CONSENT ITEM 
 

 Board of Education 
 

PRESENTED BY: James A. Downs, Superintendent 
 

SUBJECT: Approval of Minutes:   
Regular Meeting (September 17, 2009)  
 

GOAL: Student Performance, Personnel Development, Facilities/Support Services, 
Budget Planning, School Safety & Attendance, Community Relations, & 
Parent Involvement 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN: Strategy #1 – Communication 
Strategy #2 – Curriculum 
Strategy #3 – Decision Making 
 
 

Strategy #4 – Facilities  
Strategy #5 – College Career 
Strategy #6 – Character 
 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the minutes of the Board of Education meeting 
held on September 17, 2009, as presented.  

 
 



 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Minutes 

 
Regular Meeting  
September 17, 2009 
5:30 p.m.  
 

The Board of Education of the Colton Joint Unified School 
District met in Regular Session on Thursday, September 17, 
2009, 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room at the CJUSD Student 
Services Center, 851 So. Mt. Vernon Avenue, Colton, 
California. 

  Trustees  Present
  Mr.

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mrs. 
Mr. 

Mel Albiso
David R. Zamora 
Robert D. Armenta Jr. 
Patt Haro  
Frank A. Ibarra 
Kent Taylor 

Vice President
Clerk 
 
 
 
 

  Trustee Absent
  Mrs. Marge Mendoza-Ware (excused) 

 
  Staff  Members  Present /*Excused 
  Mr. 

Mr.  
Mr. 
Mr. 
Ms. 
Mrs. 
Mr. 
Mrs.

James A. Downs
Jerry Almendarez 
Mike Snellings 
Jaime R. Ayala 
Mollie Gainey-Stanley 
Bertha Arreguín 
Todd Beal 
Jennifer Jaime

Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Ms. 
Ms. 
Dr. 
Ms. 
Ms. 
Ms. 

Alice Grundman
Ingrid Munsterman 
Julia Nichols 
Sosan Schaller 
Patrick Traynor 
Helen Rodriguez 
Katie Orloff 
Jennifer Rodriguez

 
Board Vice President Mel Albiso called the meeting to order at 5:38 p.m. Assistant Superintendent 
Jaime Ayala led in the renewal of the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  
Spanish interpreter/translation services were available. 
 
Hearing Session 
 

1. The board recognized six teachers from Bloomington and Colton High Schools for their valuable 
contributions in preparing students for the 2008-09 advanced placement exams.  The successful 
results from the AP exams reflect the immeasurable impact they have on students. 

 
• Michael Bedard, US History, BHS 
• Daniel Johnson, World History, BHS 
• Francisco Villegas, Calculus, BHS 
• Yolanda Ortiz, Spanish, BHS 
• Holly Lacy, Economics, CHS (not present) 
• Daniel Johnston, Calculus, CHS (not present) 

 
2. Ingrid Munsterman, Human Resources, reviewed the district’s sunshine proposals for ACE and 

CSEA. 
ACE: 

• Article 7 – Wages and health and welfare benefits 
• Article 8 – Hours of employment 
• Article 9 – Class size, update language 
• Article 10.1 – Evaluation procedures, general 
• Article 18.1 – Medical coverage for retirees 
• Article 19 – Peer assistance and peer review 
• Article 22 – Year-round education, update language 

 
CSEA: 

• Article 7 – Salary classification 
• Article 8 – Health and welfare benefits 
• Article 9 – Hours 
• Article 10 – Assignments 
• Article 14 – Holiday 
• Article 16 – Safety Conditions 
• Article 18 – Layoff and re-employment 
 



Board Agenda  09/03/2009 
Page 2 
 

 
 

 
3. Jennifer Jaime, K-6 Curriculum, Bertha Arreguin, Language Support Services, and Mary Beth 

Richardson, Educational Services, presented the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) 
Identification Process. 

 
1. Public Comment:  Specific Consent, Action, Study/Info or Closed Session Item: 

 
1. Gil Navarro, educational advocate, spoke in response to the GATE presentation.  He thanked 

Ms. Gainey-Stanley and her staff for their comprehensive report on the GATE identification 
process.  He reminded staff that it is a violation of a student’s civil rights to exclude English 
language learners from gifted and talented programs based on their limited English proficiency 
when such programs do not require English proficiency. 

 
2. Public Input:  Items Not on the Agenda  

 
1. Alberto Corona, student, San Bernardino Valley College, spoke in support of introducing 

Spanish music into the classrooms.  He then performed a medley of Spanish songs for the 
audience. 

 
2. Daryl Rosenbrock, CJUSD employee, Marathon for Books founder, presented a check in the 

amount of $1,065 to Dr. Adeyemo, principal, Terrace View Elementary School.   
 
Dr. Adeyemo thanked Mr. Rosenbrock for the generosity he continuously displays through his 
spirit of giving. 

 
3. Randall Cisneros, parent, commented on the API scores and growth throughout the district.  He 

acknowledged the improvement at Jurupa Vista where his children currently attend. 
 
4. Griselda Covarubias, parent, employee, thanked members of the board, cabinet, and staff for 

joining the Alice Birney PTA.  She stressed the importance of PTA and the support it provides 
for students, parents, and teachers.  In the past Birney PTA has raised money for playground 
equipment, planting new trees, hosting pizza parties as awards/incentives.  In the future they 
plan to purchase benches, more trees, and additional playground equipment.  
 

5. Elsa Aguilar, parent, Agua Mansa president, thanked the board for providing additional crossing 
guards at Paul J. Rogers Elementary School.   As Agua Mansa Council President, she asked for 
the continued support of PTA at school sites. 
 

6. Christine Irish-Rey, resident, expressed concern for organizations using the facilities at Colton 
High School.  She is concerned about the trash that is often left behind, dogs on the field, and 
double parking in the streets. 

 
Consent Items #156 On motion of Board Member Taylor, seconded by Board Member Zamora, and 

carried with a vote of 5 ayes, 0 noes, 1 absent, 1 abstentions (Mendoza-Ware 
absent) the Board approved Consent Items #A-1  through  #A-8 as presented. 
 

Board Vice President Mel Albiso abstained from the vote due to a conflict of 
interest (Item A-3). 
 

#156.1 A-1 Approved the minutes of the September 3, 2009 Board Meeting. 
 

#156.2 A-2 Approved consultants for assembly presentations (Exhibit A). 
 

#156.3 A-3 Approved consultants for staff development (Exhibit B). 
 

#156.4 A-4 Approved agreement (#09/10-0438) with the San Bernardino County 
Superintendent of Schools (KidsNCare) for the AB 212 Educational Stipend 
Program (July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010).  Stipend to be paid from AB212 
funding. 
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#156.5 A-5 Accepted the Award for AVID Advanced Placement Incentive Grant Program 
(APIP) for Bloomington High School and Bloomington Middle School (2009-10). 
 The total amount received was $25, 000. 
 

#156.6 A-6 Accepted gifts (Exhibit C).
 

#156.7 A-7 Authorized the “Piggyback” on the Pomona Valley School Co-Op Purchasing 
Group Bid #1 (09-10) FS for the purchase of food service supplies for the 2009-10 
school year.  The district’s estimated annual cost of #300,000 for the purchase of 
food service supplies will be paid from the nutrition services fund. 
 

#156.8 A-8 Authorized the “Piggyback” on the Pomona Valley School Co-Op Purchasing 
Group Bid #2 (09-10) FS for the purchase of snack foods and beverages for the 
2009-10 school year.  The district’s estimated annual cost of $480,000 for the 
purchase of snack foods and beverages will be paid from the nutrition services 
fund. 
 

 
Action Items #157 On motion of Board Member Zamora, seconded by Board Member Taylor, and 

carried on a 6-0 vote (Mendoza-Ware absent) the Board approved Action Items #B-
1  through  #B-12 as presented. 
 

#157.1 B-1 Approved personnel employment (Exhibit D).
 

#157.2 B-2 Approved conference attendance (Exhibit E).
 

#157.3 B-3 Approved classified reclassification as recommended by the committee ($4,290 on-
going from the General Fund). 
 

#157.4 B-4 Approved purchase orders for the sum of $16,882.73.
 

#157.5 B-5 Approved disbursements from batch #0299 through batch #0350 for the sum of 
$989,150.57. 
 

#157.6 B-6 Approved Arbitrage Calculation Service agreement with Eide Bailly, LLP for 
General Obligation Bonds, Series 2002A, Series 2004B, and Series 2006C.  Not to 
exceed $10,500 ($3,500 per series) to be paid from Bond Fund. 
 

#157.7 B-7 Approved the 2008-09 Unaudited Actuals Report.
 

#157.8 B-8 Adopted Resolution No. 09-37 for revised 2008-09 Actual Gann Limit and projected 
2009-10 Gann Limit. 
 

#157.9 B-9 Adopted Resolution No. 09-38 authorizing the issuance of Colton JUSD (San 
Bernardino and Riverside Counties, California) Election of 2008 General Obligation 
Bonds, Series A. 
 

#157.10 B-10 Approved Memorandum of Understanding with Western University of Health 
Services for participation in community health nursing from August 24, 2009 
through August 24, 2010. 
 

#157.11 B-11 Approved Ratification Agreement #08/09-0804 for Web-IEP with East Valley 
Special Education Local Plan Area (EVSELPA) for December 8, 2008 through June 
30, 2009 ($6,440 to be paid from the General Fund and Special Education funding). 
 

#157.12 B-12 Approved amendment of Administrative Regulation:  AR 6172 – Gifted and 
Talented Student Program. 
 

Action Items 
Resolutions 

#158 On motion of Board Member Zamora, seconded by Board Member Haro, and 
carried on a 6-0 vote (Mendoza-Ware absent) the Board approved Action Items #C-
1 through #C-4 as presented. 
 

#158.1 C-1 Adopted Resolution, “Character Education Month,” October 2009. 
 

#158.2 C-2 Adopted Resolution “P.R.O.U.D. Act”
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#158.3 C-3 Adopted Resolution “Save our Schools Act”
 

#158.4 C-4 Adopted Resolution “Dream Act”
 
Study, Information and Review Session 
 
1. Personnel  –  Resignations 

 
2. Budget Update: Mr. Ayala announced that the approval of 2008-09 unaudited actual report 

officially closes the books for the 2008-09 school year.  The ending fund balance was roughly 37 
million dollars; about ten million more than originally anticipated.  The auditing firm, Vavrinek, 
Trine, Day & Co., LLP, will be performing an audit the first week of October. 

 
Board Vice President Albiso requested that district employees be regularly briefed on the financial 
status of the district. 

 
3. Facilities Update: Mr. Ayala provided an update of on-going facilities’ construction projects.  Such 

projects include: State School Facilities Program, BHS and CHS math/science buildings, Grand 
Terrace High School, and Middle School #5.  He would like to plan facilities subcommittee meeting 
for the week of September 21st.  
 
Mr. Ayala requested that Seville Construction Services review current construction projects and 
provide an assessment as well as proposals for continuing work on the math/science buildings and 
other construction projects. 
 
Philip Aja, Seville Construction Services, recommends that construction projects resume upon the 
completion of the interim housing and parking design by the architect; final plans need to be 
submitted to DSA.  Mr. Aja cautioned to keep the deadlines for submitting plans to DSA in mind as 
they are swiftly approaching.  It was also suggested that the district create a constructability review 
and establish a new project schedule. 
 
Board Vice President Albiso requested information regarding DSA approved classrooms be included 
in Seville’s proposal. 

 
 

4. ACE – Vice President Robert Lamoine congratulated the district for the record number of schools 
with growth on their API scores.  He stated that reading through the paper, not one other school 
district showed improvement at all sites.  He encouraged principals to share the pride felt throughout 
the district with their staff.  ACE is looking forward to budget meeting on the 29th and thanked Mr. 
Ayala for the invitation to participate in the meeting.  Mr. Lamoine announced that ACE is in the 
process of surveying members as they plan to sunshine in the next few months.  Mr. Lamoine sadly 
announced the passing of Ms. Tracie Ramirez, SDC teacher, CHS. 
 

5. CSEA – President Anthony Diaz explained the difference between a reclassification and a job 
review.  He commented that CSEA is pleased with the current hiring process especially because 
current employees have been appointed to permanent positions rather than hiring from the outside. 

 
6. MAC – President Angie Dischinger began by congratulating all schools for their respective API 

growth.  She thanked the board, cabinet, and administration for their support.  She announced the 
successful two-day Response to Intervention training that all principals, coordinators, and directors 
participated in.  Mrs. Dischinger welcomed back Superintendent Downs and wished him a continued 
speedy recovery.  

 
7. ROP – Board Member Frank Ibarra commented on the impressive accomplishments of the ROP 

board as they continue to surpass expectations, even with limited funding.  He announced Eric 
Hoover, new law enforcement teacher at BHS/CHS.  Mr. Hoover is very pleased with the reception 
he has received at both Bloomington and Colton high schools.  Mr. Ibarra was proud to announce 
that ROP is scheduled to receive the CSBA Golden Bell Award.  He also shared the success of the 
community based programs designed to work with students.  These programs introduce students into 
the workforce and encourage them to explore career choices.  On the legislative front, Mr. Ibarra 
announced SB307.  SB307 will allow direct funding to ROP programs.  At this time there is no 
opposition from assembly or the senate; SB307 should be finalized by January 2010. 
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8. Superintendent’s Communiqué / Correspondence / Communications: 

 
Superintendent Downs welcomed Grand Terrace Elementary School into the 700 API range.  He 
announced that Ruth Harris Middle School has the highest average of attendance in the district.  
Bloomington and Colton high schools have increased their overall attendance and continue to show 
improvement.  Alice Birney will host their Honors Program at Colton High School’s Whitmer 
Auditorium on Wednesday, October 23, 2009.  Mr. Downs announced that the Boundary 
Committee is scheduled present at the November 1, 2009 Board Meeting.  He thanked the Human 
Resources Division for contacting and offering assistance to employees living near the Pendleton 
fire  

 
9. Board Member Comments: 

Kent Taylor attended the RTI training and commented on how wonderful it was to see staff, teachers, 
and administration, working collaboratively.  He noted that many great ideas were circulating around the 
room and thanked staff for a job well done.  Mr. Taylor praised the leadership of Superintendent Downs, 
acknowledging that the rises in API scores are a reflection of the amazing job he has done and continues 
to do.  He further praised each of the assistant superintendents for the leadership they represent in their 
respective divisions, stating that they are each responsible for the good environment in and around the 
district. 
 
Patt Haro congratulated Bloomington Middle School for successfully planning and hosting a wonderful 
open house, with a record number of parents in attendance.  Mrs. Haro commented on the Patriots’ Day 
activities at Cooley Ranch Elementary School.  She attended Back to School Night at Colton High 
School.  Mrs. Haro thanked the teachers and administrators for their dedication and hard work.  She 
acknowledged that API scores reflect the commitment staff has made to prepare and to teach our 
students. 
 
Frank Ibarra reflected on the positive results displayed through the API scores.  He claimed the results 
are indicative of Colton JUSD’s committed staff and administration.  Mr. Ibarra attended Open House at 
CHS where he met with teachers, students, and parents who are all anticipating a successful 2009-10 
school year.  He commented on the CHS varsity football game on 9/11 where students and staff 
tastefully commemorated the events of 09/11/2001. Mr. Ibarra looks forward to addressing the Summer 
Graduation Class of 2009 on Thursday, September 24th.  He also looks forward to upcoming meetings 
with ACE, Adult Education, and the Curriculum Committee.  Mr. Ibarra thanked Dr. Gonzalez for 
invitation to hear the CHS band perform.  He also responded to the concerns addressed in public 
comment in regard to the use of facilities at Colton High School. 
 
The district will set up a meeting with the organizations occupying the fields and review the terms of the 
facilities agreement. 
 
Board Member Albiso suggested that the district look into security to monitor the use of the fields and 
ensure that the terms of the facilities use agreement are not violated. 
 
David Zamora expressed gratitude and appreciation for the accomplishments of certificated and 
classified staff as well as administrators with regard to API scores.  Mr. Zamora would like to tour sites 
and present them with a certificate of appreciation for their achievement.  He invited the entire board to 
participate in the site visits.  Mr. Zamora supports the idea that we are “one district working together, 
making students successful.”  He would like to visit all sites the week of September 21st through 
September 25th. 
 
Robert Armenta Jr. remarked that the API celebration was without a doubt the highlight of the 
evening.  He thanked all parents for supporting and encouraging their children to do well in school.  
Mr. Armenta requested that Mr. Downs send a message home to parents, via the Teleparent Messaging 
System, congratulating them on a job well done in preparing their students for academic success. 
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Mel Albiso commented on three resolutions that were adopted in the action session.  He requested that 
copies of the resolutions be sent to Congressman Joe Baca’s office.  He made mention of new legislation 
with regard to classified employees who are also walk-on coaches.  Mr. Albiso asked the Boundary 
Committee to research the practices of nearby districts and incorporate the findings into the November 
1st presentation.  Mr. Albiso acknowledged sites with increased student attendance and wished them 
continued improvement.  He requested that the district develop a plan to include cash incentives for 
schools maintaining a certain level of attendance.

 
Closed Session At 7:10 p.m., Board Vice President Albiso announced that the Board would recess to 

Closed Session to discuss items on the closed session agenda:  
 

 • Student Discipline
• Personnel  
• Real Property Issues 
• Labor Negotiators 
 

Board Reconvened—Closed Session Items Reported
The Board meeting reconvened at 7:31 p.m.  
 
Prior to reporting on the action taken in Closed Session, Superintendent Downs called for a moment of 
silence in remembrance of two Colton JUSD employees, Lucy Lira (Lincoln) and Tracie Ramirez (CHS) 
who recently passed. 
 
Board Vice President Albiso reported on action taken in Closed Session: 
 
#159 Student Discipline 

On motion of Board Member Zamora, seconded by Board Member Ibarra, and carried on 
a 6-0 vote (Mendoza-Ware absent), the Board approved student discipline item #1 as 
recommended.   

1.  130164 

 Personnel – No reportable action 
♦ Public Employee:  Discipline / Dismissal / Release / Reassignment   (Gov. Code 54957) 

♦ Public Employee:  Performance Evaluation: Title:  Superintendent 
 

 Conference with Legal Counsel—Anticipated Litigation – No reportable action 
 

 Conference with Labor Negotiator – No reportable action 
 
 

Adjournment 
At 7:33 p.m., the Board adjourned to the next Regular Board of Education Meeting on October 1, 2009, at 
the Colton JUSD Student Services Center, 851 South Mt. Vernon Avenue, Colton, California. 
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BOARD AGENDA 

 

 
                   REGULAR MEETING 

    September 17, 2009 

                       

         CONSENT ITEM  

 

 

TO:    Board of Education 

 

 

PRESENTED BY:  Mollie Gainey-Stanley, Assistant Superintendent 

    Educational Services Division 

     

 

SUBJECT:   Approval of Consultants for Assembly Presentation 

 

GOAL:   Improved Student Performance 

 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN: Strategy #1 - Communication 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the consultants for assembly  

    presentation as listed and expend the appropriate funds. 
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BOARD AGENDA 

 

 

                          BOARD MEETING 

         September 17, 2009 

                               

             CONSENT ITEM  

 

 

TO:    Board of Education 

 

 

PRESENTED BY:  Mollie Gainey-Stanley, Assistant Superintendent  

    Educational Services Division 

 

 

SUBJECT:   Approval of Consultants for Staff Development 

 

GOAL:   Improved Student Performance 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN: Strategy #1 - Communication 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the consultants for staff   

    development as listed and expend the appropriate funds. 
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BOARD AGENDA 
 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

October 1, 2009 

 

CONSENT ITEM 

 

 

TO: Board of Education 

 

 

PRESENTED BY: Mollie Gainey-Stanley, Assistant Superintendent 

Educational Services Division 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of Student Field Trips 

 

GOAL: 

 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

 

Improved Student Performance  
 

 

Strategy #1 - Communication 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the field trips as listed and expend the appropriate 

funds. 
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BOARD AGENDA 
 REGULAR  MEETING 

October 1, 2009 

 

CONSENT ITEM 

 
TO: Board of Education 

 

PRESENTED BY: Mollie Gainey-Stanley, Assistant Superintendent 

Educational Services Division 

 
SUBJECT: Approval of the New Course Descriptions and Adoption of 

Textbooks and Ancillary and Supplemental Instruction Materials 

for SDC Algebra IA and SDC Algebra IB, Grades 8-12  

(Beginning October 2009) 

 

 
GOAL: Improved Student Performance 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

 

 

Strategy #2-Curriculum 

 
BACKGROUND: This is a revision of the current course program offered to students 

identified as special education/ Special Day Class.  All of the SDC 

courses in the core content areas have been revised by the SDC 

teaching team, pupil personnel services, and educational services 

departments to focus on key content standards.  CAHSEE math and 

English support is also embedded in all the revised courses to increase 

student performance on this key exam and increase the graduation rate 

among SDC students.  Modified textbooks were approved for this 

course in 2008.  These texts are aligned with the California Content 

Standards but are written at a lower readability level than the traditional 

core materials to allow students to better access the content 

information. The course descriptions were approved by the Secondary 

Curriculum Council on September 8, 2009. 

 

Pace Maker, Algebra I 

AGS Pearson (2007) 

 

Pace Maker, Geometry 

AGS Pearson (2003) 

 
BUDGET 

IMPLICATIONS: 
Textbooks and Instructional Support materials will be purchased with 

general funds.  Materials were purchased last year as supplemental 

materials so 2009-2010 purchases would be minimal.  Estimated fiscal 

impact $15,000. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the new course descriptions and adoption of 

textbooks and ancillary and supplemental instruction materials for SDC 

Algebra IA and SDC Algebra IB, Grades 8-12  

(Beginning October 2009) 
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Course Title:  SDC Algebra IA Curricular Area:  Mathematics / Special Education 

Course Number:  SDC105/106 Length:  One Year 

Grade Level:  8-12 Prerequisites:  IEP Placement 

Meets a UC a-g Requirement: No 

 

Meets NCAA Requirement:  No 

Meets High School Graduation Requirement for: 
Mathematics / Algebra 

 

 
Course Description 
Algebra IA is part one of an algebra sequence designed to enable students to pass the .Math portion of the 
California High School Exit Examination and to provide them with the  math and thinking skills necessary 
for the workplace. Through the study of math reasoning, number sense, algebra, and beginning geometry, 
students work to master basic mathematical and algebraic functions. In addition, students develop an 
understanding of symbolic language of mathematics and the sciences.  
 
Alignment 
This course is aligned to Algebra I Content Standards for California Public Schools and the California High 
School Exit Examination Mathematics Blueprints. 
 
Instructional Materials 
 
Required textbook(s) 
Pace Maker, Algebra I, AGS Pearson 2007, ISBN 0-13-023-638-1 
Pace Maker Geometry, AGS Pearson 2003, ISBN 0-13-23837-6 
 
Supplemental Material 
Student Workbook: PM Algebra I 
CGP Course II 
 
Exit Criteria  

Activities                                                     Percentage 
Homework and Class Participation ............................40% 
Tests and Quizzes ......................................................40% 
Final Examination ......................................................20% 
 Total: 100% 
 
 
Development Team  
This Course of Study was created Spring 2009 by Fran Durdle (BHS) and Priya Morlock (CPS) 
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SEMESTER ONE 

First Quarter 

Weeks Standards** Chapter(s)/Textbook 

1-3 Grade 7 AF 1.2  Number Sense  
Review/Assess /Chap. 1  - PM Algebra 1 
Lesson 1.1.3 - CGP Course two 

4-6 Grade 7  NS 1.2** Rational Numbers 
Chapter 1 - Numbers for Algebra PM Alg. 1 
Chapter 2 - Tools for Algebra PM Algebra 1 
Chapter 2, 5 - CGP Course Two 

7-9 Grade 7  AF 4.0** Linear Equations 
Chapter 2: Tools for Algebra -PM Algebra 1 
Chapter 1, 4:  - CGP Course Two 

 

Second Quarter 

Weeks Standards** Chapter(s)/Textbook 

1-3 Grade 7  MG 2.0  Area, Perimeter, Volume  
Chapter 2:14 - PM Algebra 1 
Chapter 8 - PM Geometry 
Chapter 3, 7 -  CGP Course Two 

4-6 Grade 7 AF 4.1** Two-step linear equations 
Chap. 3: Solving Equations -PM Algebra 1 
Review Chap. 3, 7 - CGP Course Two 

7-9 Grade 7 NS 1.7** Discounts, mark-up, etc. 
Pgs. 61, 86, 88, 380 -  PM Algebra 1 
Chapter 8: - CGP Course Two 

SEMESTER TWO 

Third Quarter 

Weeks Standards** Chapter(s)/Textbooks 

1-3 
Grade 7 AF1.5—Represent quantitative 
relationships 

Chap. 4: Functions - PM Algebra 1  
Review Chaps. 1,4 - CGP Course Two 

4-6 Grade 7 AF 3.3** - Graphing linear equations 
Chap. 5: Linear Equations - PM Algebra 1 
Chap. 2 review - CGP Course Two 

7-9 Grade 7 MG 1.3** Measures expressed as rates 
Chap. 5:11, pgs. 329, 352 – PM Algebra 1 
Review Chapter 4 - CGP Course Two 

 

Fourth Quarter 

Weeks Standards** Unit/Chapter(s) 

1-3 Grade 7 AF 4.2**—Multi-step problems 
Chap. 5: P. 329  PM Algebra 1 
Review Chapter 4 - CGP Course Two 

4-6 Grade 7 AF 3.3** - Graph linear x & y intercept 
Chapters 5 & 6 – PM Algebra I 
Review Chapter 4 - CGP Course Two 

7-9 
Grade 7 MG 3.3** - Graph simple figures, 
Pythagorean theorem 

Chap. 13 (PM Alg. 1), Chap. 6 (PM Geo.) 
Chapter 2 - CGP Course Two 

 
**”power standards” from CAHSEE Mathematics Blueprint 
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UNIT PLANS 
1

st
 Quarter 

 

UNIT 1: Number Sense Weeks: 1-3  
  
UNIT 2: Rational Numbers Weeks: 4-6 

  
UNIT 3: Linear Equations Weeks: 7-9 

 
2

nd
 Quarter 

 
UNIT 4: Area, Perimeter, Volume Weeks: 1-3  

UNIT 5: 2-Step Linear Equations Weeks: 4-6  

UNIT 6: Discounts, markups Weeks: 7-9 

3
rd

 Quarter 

UNIT 7: Quantitative Relationships Weeks: 1-3  

UNIT 8: Graphing Linear Equations Weeks: 4-6  

UNIT 9: Rates  Weeks: 7-9 

4
th

 Quarter  

UNIT 10: Multi-step Problems Weeks: 1-3 

UNIT 11: Slope Intercept Weeks: 4-6 

UNIT 12: Pythagorean Theorem Weeks: 7-9 

The following standards are used throughout the curriculum by including applications / word problems and requiring reasoning 
and justification on a consistent basis. 

NS 1.2** Add, subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers (integers, fractions, and terminating decimals) and take positive  
                 rational numbers to whole-number powers. 
NS 1.5**  Know that every rational number is either a terminating or a repeating decimal and be able to convert terminating 
                 Decimals into reduced fractions 
NS 1.7**  Solve problems that involve discounts, markups, commissions, and profit and compute simple and compound interest 
AF 1.2     Use the correct order of operations to evaluate algebraic expressions   
AF 1.5     Represent quantitative relationships graphically and interpret the meaning of a specific part of a graph in the situation 
                Represented by the graph  
AF 3.3** Graph linear functions, noting that the vertical change (change in y-value) per unit of horizontal change (change in 
                x-value) is always the same and know that the ratio (“rise over run”) is called the slope of the graph. 
AF 4.0** Students solve simple linear equations and inequalities over the rational numbers 
AF 4.1** Solve two-step linear equations and inequalities over the rational numbers, interpret the solution or solutions in the  
               Context from which they arose, and verify the reasonableness of the results 
AF 4.2** Solve multistep problems involving rate, average speed, distance, and time or a direct variation 
MG 1.3** Use measures expressed as rates (e.g. speed, density) and measures expressed as products (e.g. person-days) to solve 
                Problems; check the units of the solutions; and use dimensional analysis to check the reasonableness of the answer 
MG 3.3** Know and understand the Pythagorean theorem and its converse and use it to find the length of the missing side of a 
               right triangle and the lengths of other line segments and, in some situations, empirically verify the Pythagorean theorem  
               by direct measurement  
MR 2.1  Use estimation to verify the reasonableness of calculated results 
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Learning Experiences and Instruction:  
Teachers utilize the Direct Interactive Instruction model to introduce new skills and concepts that are 
essential to the CAHSEE standards, then reinforce and develop those skills each quarter with the goal of 
bringing students to mastery by the end of the fourth quarter. All instruction will be based on the “I do, We 
do, You do” scaffolding model with an emphasis on individual differentiation as needed. Teachers will use a 
variety of the following: 
 Inquiry-based learning 

 Engaged reading 
opportunities  

 Think-pair-share 

 Reciprocal teaching 

 Cloze reading & writing 

 Guided reading & 
writing 

 Cognitive modeling 

 Questioning strategies 

 Graphic 
organizers/concept 
attainment 

 Student-led groups/ peer 
pairing  

 Metacognitive learning:  
self-regulation, goal-
setting, self-monitoring, 
and self-questioning 

 
 
Support for English Language Learners: 
SDAIE strategies 
Flexible grouping 
Peer pairing 
Realia 
Texts/materials in first language 
Instructional Aide 
 
 
Support for Special Education Students: 
As this is an SDC class, it is designed to meet the needs of the class and of individuals. All students’ IEP 
goals and accommodations will be addressed using a combination of the following: 

 Instructional Aide 

 Audio & visual aids 

 Modified texts 

 Flexible grouping 

 Testing accommodations 

 Tutoring (peer & teacher) 

 Computer-Guided instruction 
 
 
Stretching the Lesson for GATE Students: 
Independent study supplemented with mentoring/tutoring 
Depth & Complexity icons 
Enriched materials and learning experiences 
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Course Title:  SDC Algebra IB Curricular Area:  Mathematics / Special Education 

Course Number:   Length:  One Year 

Grade Level:  8-12 Prerequisites:  Algebra IA & IEP Placement 

Meets a UC a-g Requirement: No 

 

Meets NCAA Requirement:  No 

Meets High School Graduation Requirement for: 
Mathematics / Algebra 

 

 
Course Description 
Algebra IB is part two of the algebra sequence designed to enable students to pass the .Math portion of the 
California High School Exit Examination and to provide them with the math and thinking skills necessary 
for the workplace. Through the review of math reasoning, number sense, & algebra, and the study of 
geometry, students work to understand how to construct formal, logical arguments and proofs in geometric 
settings and problems. 
 
Alignment 
This course is aligned to Algebra I Content Standards for California Public Schools and the California High 
School Exit Examination Mathematics Blueprints. 
 
Instructional Materials 
 
Required textbook(s) 
PM Algebra I, AGS Pearson 2007, ISBN 0-13-023-638-1 
 
Supplemental Material 
Student Workbook: PM Algebra I 
CGP Course II 
 
Grades for SDC English III will be cumulative over the two quarters.  A progress report will be provided at 
weeks 9-10 and grades will continue to be computed until the semester end.  At semester end, percentages 
for grades will be computed as follows: 
 
Activities Percentage 
Homework and Class Participation ............................40% 
Tests and Quizzes ......................................................40% 
Final Examination ......................................................20% 
 Total: 100% 
 
 
 
 
Development Team  
This Course of Study was created Spring 2009 by Fran Durdle (BHS) and Priya Morlock (CPS) 
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SEMESTER ONE 

First Quarter 

Weeks Standards** Unit/Chapter(s) 

1-2 Prior Learning (1A standards) Review 

3-6 
Grade 7 AF 1.1 Variables & Appropriate 
Operations 

Chapter 7 : Inequalities – PM Algebra 1 
Chapter 1,2,3,4 :  CGP Course Two 

7-9 Grade 7 AF 4.1** - Two-step linear equations 
Chapter 8:  Systems of Equations – PM 
Algebra 1 
Chapter 1,4 :  CGP Course Two 

Second Quarter 

Weeks Standards** Unit/Chapter(s) 

1-3 Grade 6 SDAP 1.1 – Mean, Median, Mode 
Chapter 9: Data & Data Analysis – PM 
Algebra 1 

4-6 
Grade 7 SDAP 1.2 – 2 Numerical Variables & 
 Scatter plots 

Chapter 9: Date & Data Analysis, & -PM 
Algebra 1 
Chapter 6: CGP Course Two 

7-9 
Grade 7 MG 1.1; 1.3** - Weights, Capacities, 
Geometric Measures 

Chapter 14: Rational Expressions & 
Equations – PM Algebra 1 
Review Chapter 4:  CGP Course Two 

SEMESTER TWO 

Third Quarter 

Weeks Standards** Unit/Chapter(s) 

1-3 
Grade 7 MG 3.2; 3.3**- Graph simple figures, 
Pythagorean theorem 

Chap. 13.7  - PM Algebra 1 
Chap. 6: Right Triangles - PM Geometry 

4-6 
Grade 7 MG 2.2 - Area of Complex/irregular 
Figures 

Chap. 8, 11: PM Geometry 
Chapters 3, 7: CGP Course Two 

7-9 
Grade 7 NS 1.3 - Convert Fractions to Decimals & 
Percents 

 P. 356 – PM Algebra 1 
Chapters 2, 8 - CGP Course Two 

Fourth Quarter 

Weeks Standards** Unit/Chapter(s) 

1-3 Grade 7 SDAP 1.1 – Various Forms of Display 
Chapter 15: Probability –PM Algebra 1 
Chapter 6: CGP Course Two 

4-6 Grade 7 MR 1.1—Analyze Problems 
Various Lessons: Reasoning-PM Algebra 1 
Various Lessons: PM Geometry 

7-9 Grade 6 SDAP 3.3** -Probabilities & Ratios 
Chapter 15: Probabilities and Ratios – PM 
Algebra 1 
Review Chapter 6: CGP Course Two 

 
**‖power standards‖ from CAHSEE Mathematics Blueprint 
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UNIT PLANS 
 

UNIT 1: Review  Weeks: 1-2 
  
UNIT 2: Variables & Appropriate Operations Weeks: 3-6 

  
UNIT 3: Two-Step Linear Equations Weeks: 7-9 
 

UNIT 4: Mean, Median, Mode Weeks: 10-12  

UNIT 5: Numerical Variables & Scatter Plots Weeks: 13-15  

UNIT 6: Weights, Capacities, Geometric Measures Weeks: 16-18  

UNIT 7: Graphing, Pythagorean Theorem Weeks: 19-21  

UNIT 8: Area of Complex Figures Weeks: 22-24  

UNIT 9: Converting Fractions/Decimals/Percents Weeks: 25-27  

UNIT 10: Forms of Display Weeks: 28-30 

UNIT 11: Mathematical Reasoning Weeks: 31-33 

UNIT 12: Probabilities and Ratios Weeks: 34-36 

The following standards are used throughout the curriculum by including applications / word problems and requiring reasoning 
and justification on a consistent basis. 

Grade 6 Standards: 
SDAP 1.1**  Compute the mean, median, and mode of data sets. 
SDAP 3.3**  Represent probabilities as ratios, proportions, decimals between 0 and 1, and percentages between 0 and 100 and 
                      verify that the probabilities computed are reasonable; know that if P is the probability of an event, 1-P is the 
                      probability of an event not occurring. 
 
Grade 7 Standards: 
NS 1.3   Convert fractions to decimals and percents and use these representations in estimations, computations, and applications. 
AF 1.1   Use variables and appropriate operations to write and expressions, an equations,  an inequality, or a system of equations 
              or inequalities that represents a verbal description (e.g. three less than a number, half as large as area A). 
AF 4.1**  Solve two-step linear equations and inequalities in one variable over the rational numbers, interpret the solution or 
               solutions in the context from which they arose, and verify the reasonableness of the results. 
MG 1.1   Compare weights, capacities, geometry measures, times, and temperatures within and between measurement systems 
               (e.g. miles per hour and feet per second, cubic inches to cubic centimeters). 
MG 1.3** Use measures expressed as rates (e.g. speed, density) and measures expressed as products (e.g. person-days) to 
               solve problems; check the units of the solutions; and use dimensional analysis to check the reasonableness of the answer 
MG 2.2   Estimate and compute the area of more complex or irregular two-dimensional figures by breaking the figures down  
               into more basic geometric objects. 
MG 3.2  Understand and use coordinate graphs to plot simple figures, determine lengths and areas related to them, and determine 
               their image under translations and reflections 
MG 3.3** Know and understand the Pythagorean theorem and its converse and use it to find the length of the missing side of a  
                 Right triangle an the lengths of other line segments and, in some situations, empirically verify the Pythagorean theorem 
                 by direct measurement. 
SDAP 1.1 Know various forms of display for data sets, including a stem-and-leaf plot or box-and-whisker plot; use the forms to 
                 display a single set of data or to compare two sets of data. 
SDAP 1.2 Represent two numerical variables on a scatter plot and informally describe how the data points are distributed and any 
                 apparent relationship that exists between the two variables (e.g. between time spent on homework and grade level) 
MR 3.3  Develop generalizations of the results obtained and the strategies used and apply them to new problem situations.  
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Learning Experiences and Instruction:  
Teachers utilize the Direct Interactive Instruction model to introduce new skills and concepts that are 
essential to the CAHSEE standards, then reinforce and develop those skills each quarter with the goal of 
bringing students to mastery by the end of the fourth quarter. All instruction will be based on the ―I do, We 
do, You do‖ scaffolding model with an emphasis on individual differentiation as needed. Teachers will use a 
variety of the following: 
 Inquiry-based learning 

 Engaged reading 
opportunities  

 Think-pair-share 

 Reciprocal teaching 

 Cloze reading & writing 

 Guided reading & 
writing 

 Cognitive modeling 

 Questioning strategies 

 Graphic 
organizers/concept 
attainment 

 Student-led groups/ peer 
pairing  

 Metacognitive learning:  
self-regulation, goal-
setting, self-monitoring, 
and self-questioning 

 
 
Support for English Language Learners: 
SDAIE strategies 
Flexible grouping 
Peer pairing 
Realia 
Texts/materials in first language 
Instructional Aide 
 
 
Support for Special Education Students: 
As this is an SDC class, it is designed to meet the needs of the class and of individuals. All students’ IEP 
goals and accommodations will be addressed using a combination of the following: 

 Instructional Aide 

 Audio & visual aids 

 Modified texts 

 Flexible grouping 

 Testing accommodations 

 Tutoring (peer & teacher) 

 Computer-Guided instruction 
 
 
Stretching the Lesson for GATE Students: 
Independent study supplemented with mentoring/tutoring 
Depth & Complexity icons 
Enriched materials and learning experiences 

 
 





BOARD AGENDA 
 REGULAR  MEETING 

October 1, 2009 

 

CONSENT ITEM 

 
TO: Board of Education 

 

PRESENTED BY: Mollie Gainey-Stanley, Assistant Superintendent 

Educational Services Division 

 
SUBJECT: Approval of the Course Description for CAHSEE English Support, 

Grades 10-12 (Beginning October 2009) 

 

 
GOAL: Improved Student Performance 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

 

 

Strategy #2-Curriculum 

 
BACKGROUND: This is a revision of an existing course.  The course is targeted at 11

th
 

and 12
th

 grade students who have not yet passed the California High 

School Exit Exam- English portion.  9
th

 and 10
th

 grade students may be 

placed in the course if they are at risk for failing this exam as well.  The 

current revision includes updating the instructional materials to 

incorporate the San Diego County Office of Education program 

selected by the CAHSEE support instructors, their revised pacing 

guide, and the revised grading policy.  The revision was done as a 

result of our continuing efforts to assist more students in passing the 

Exit Exam, and in conjunction with the team’s review of the existing 

program data. The course description was approved by the Secondary 

Curriculum Council on September 8, 2009. 

 

 
BUDGET 

IMPLICATIONS: 
Teacher master materials and reproduced student materials will be paid 

from general fund.  Teacher materials were purchased 2009-10 as 

supplemental materials ($10,000).   Primary continuing cost of program 

is reproduction of student workbook materials.  Estimated annual cost 

$20,000 district wide. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the course description for CAHSEE English 

Support, Grades 10-12 (Beginning October 2009) 
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Course Title: CAHSEE English Support Curricular Area: English 

Course Number: ENG001 Length: one semester 

Grade Level: 10-12 Prerequisites: None 

 
Course Description 
This course is designed to provide remediation for students who have not passed the English portion of the 
California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE). Through whole and small group instruction, students will 
focus on the most frequently tested English standards on the CAHSEE, along with the test-taking strategies 
needed for success on standardized tests. In addition, they will work to master expository, persuasive, 
narrative and response-to-literature essays in a timed-writing format.  
 
While the Course of Study includes a list of instructional materials, it is understood that the curriculum 
needs to be differentiated in order to meet varying student needs.  Thus, what is appropriate for an at risk 
sophomore who is placed in a support class to prepare for his/her first experience with the CAHSEE will be 
different than the needs of a senior who knows exactly what standards he/she needs help with. 

 
Alignment 
This course is aligned to CAHSEE English-Language Arts Blueprint approved by the State Board of 
Education on July 9, 2003. 

 
Core Instructional Materials 
1) Getting Ready for the CAHSEE Language Arts 

Published by San Diego County of Education 
 

2) CAHSEE Writing Preparation for English Learners and Struggling Students 
o Module 1: Persuasive Essay 
o Module 2: Response to Literature 
o Module 3: Biographical Narrative 
o Module 4: Expository Essay 

Published by San Diego County of Education 
 

 
Exit Criteria 
Activities Percentage 
Class Assignments & Homework ..............................30% 
Class participation ......................................................15% 
Assessments ...............................................................35% 
Final (practice CAHSEE test) ....................................20% 
 Total: 100% 
 
 
Development Team 
This Course of Study was updated and revised spring 2009 by Adam Castro (BHS) and Jeremiah Dollins 
(CHS) 
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PACING GUIDE 
 

First Quarter 

Week Content Grade 9/10 ELA Standards 

1 

 Introduction to CAHSEE Prep 

 Pre-assessments 

 Writing—What is an essay? 
o Student Models 
o Parts of an Essay 
o Thesis Statement 
o Intro/Conclusions 
o Rubrics 

CAHSEE Overview 
WS 1.1, 1.9 

2 

 Getting Ready Lesson 1—Pre-reading strategies 

 Vocabulary Development 

 Writing—What is an essay? 

RW 1.1 
WS 1.1, 1.9 

3 

 Getting Ready Lesson 2—Analyzing questions 

 Vocabulary Development 

 Writing— What is an essay? 

RW 1.1 
WS 1.1, 1.9 

4 

 Getting Ready Lesson 3—Annotating the text/test 

 Vocabulary Development 

 Writing—Module 3: Biographical Narrative* 

RW 1.1 

WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.1 

5 

 Getting Ready Lesson 4—Analyzing answers 

 Grammar Development 

 Writing—Module 3: Biographical Narrative* 

RW 1.1 
WC 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 
WS 1.1, 1.2,  1.9 

WA 2.1 

6 

 Getting Ready Lesson 5—Applying strategies to 
expository text 

 Grammar Development 

 Writing—Module 3: Biographical Narrative* 

RC 2.2, 2.4, 2.5, 2.7, 2.8 
RW 1.1 
WC 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 

WA 2.1 

7 

 Getting Ready Lesson 6—Applying strategies to literary 
text 

 Grammar Development 

 Writing— Module 1: Persuasive* 

RL 8.3.7, 2.7, 2.8 

WC 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 
RW 1.1 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 

WA 2.4 

8 

 Getting Ready Lesson 7—Revising writing – what fits? 

 Literary Terms 

 Writing—Module 1: Persuasive* 

RW 1.1 
WC 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 

WA 2.4 

9 

 Getting Ready Lesson 8—Analyzing a text-based 
prompt 

 Literary Terms 

 Writing—Module 1: Persuasive* 

RW 1.1 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.4 
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10 

 Getting Ready Lesson 9—Analyzing a stand-alone 

prompt 

 Literary Terms 

 Writing— Module 1: Persuasive* 

RW 1.1 

WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.4 

 

Second Quarter 

Week Content Grade 9/10 ELA Standards 

11 

 Getting Ready Lesson 10—Planning strategies – pre-
writing 

 Greek & Latin Root Words, Affixes 

 Writing— Module 2  Response to Literature* 

RW 1.1 
WC 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.2 

12 

 Getting Ready Lesson 11—Practice Session (pre-

writing) 

 Greek & Latin Root Words, Affixes 

 Writing—Module 2  Response to Literature* 

RW 1.1 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.2 

13 

 Getting Ready Lesson 12—Practice Session (on-
demand writing) 

 Greek & Latin Root Words, Affixes 

 Writing—Module 2  Response to Literature* 

RW 1.1 

WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.2 

14 

 CAHSEE Practice (with Released Test Questions) 

 Grammar—punctuation  

 Writing—Module 2  Response to Literature* 

RW 1.1 
WC 1.1 

WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.2 

15 

 CAHSEE Practice (with Released Test Questions) 

 Grammar—punctuation 

 Writing— Module 4: Expository/Analytical* 

RW 1.1 
WC 1.1 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 

WA 2.3 

16 
 CAHSEE Practice (with Released Test Questions) 

 Grammar--punctuation 

 Writing—Module 4: Expository/Analytical* 

RW 1.1 

WC 1.1 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.3 

17 
 CAHSEE Practice (with Released Test Questions) 

 Spelling 

o Writing— Module 4: Expository/Analytical* 

RW 1.1 
WC 1.3 

WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.3 

18 

 CAHSEE Practice (with Released Test Questions) 

 Spelling 

 Writing—Timed Writing  

RW 1.1 
WC 1.3 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 

WA 2.3 

19 

 CAHSEE Practice (with Released Test Questions) 

 Spelling 

 Writing—Timed Writing 

RW 1.1 

WC 1.3 
WS 1.1, 1.2, 1.9 
WA 2.3 
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*with culminating assessment of a timed writing in CAHSEE format. 
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STANDARD 
NUMBER OF 

ITEMS 

ON CAHSEE 

RELEASED 

TEST 

QUESTION  

NUMBERS 

READING 1.0:  
WORD ANALYSIS, FLUENCY, AND SYSTEMATIC VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT  

Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine the meaning of new words 

encountered in reading materials and use those words accurately. 

RW 1.1 
Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words 

and understand word derivations. 

5 

27 
28 
37 
44 
48 
51 

54 
55 
60 
63 

69 
73 
91 
92 
99 
112 

117 
122 
123 
132 

READING 2.0  
READING COMPREHENSION (Focus on Informational Materials) 

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They analyze the organizational 

patterns, arguments, and positions advanced.  

RC 2.2 

Prepare a bibliography of reference materials for a report 

using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public 

documents 

3 

  

RC 2.4 

Synthesize the content from several sources or works by a 

single author dealing with a single issue; paraphrase the 

ideas and connect them to other sources and related topics 

to demonstrate comprehension 

3 

50 

61 

70 
82 

108 

118 

128 
129 

RC 2.5 

Extend ideas presented in primary or secondary sources 

through original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration 
3 

3 
4 
45 
49 
57 

58 
62 
66 
80 

RC 2.7 

Critique the logic of functional documents by examining the 

sequence of information and procedures in anticipation of 

possible reader misunderstandings. 

3 

47 
88 
90 
94 

107 

109 
120 
121 
126 

RC 2.8 

Evaluate the credibility of an author’s argument or defense 

of a claim by critiquing the relationship between 

generalizations and evidence, the comprehensiveness of 

evidence, and the way in which the author’s intent affects 

the structure and tone of the text (e.g., in professional 

journals, editorials, political speeches, primary source 

material). 

5 

12 

46 
53 
56 

64 
65 
67 

71 

72 
74 
75 

76 
81 
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READING 3.0 
LITERARY RESPONSE AND ANALYSIS  
Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect 

and enhance their studies of history and social science. They conduct in-depth analysis of 

recurrent patterns and themes.  

RL 8.3.7 (8th gr. standard) 

Analyze a work of literature, showing how it reflects the heritage, 

traditions, attitudes, and beliefs of its author. (Biographical 

approach) 

3 

2 
6 
31 

98 
100 
134 

WRITING 1.0 

WRITING STRATEGIES 
Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays. The writing exhibits students’ awareness of 

audience and purpose. Essays contain formal introductions, supporting evidence, and 

conclusions. Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed. 

WS 1.1 

Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys 

a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a 

consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing 

3 

135 
139 
154 

155 
156 
166 

WS 1.2 

Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate 

modifiers, and the active rather than the passive voice 
3 

136 
142 
144 
145 
147 

149 

151 
152 
158 
160 
164 

WS 1.9 

Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the 

organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word 

choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, 

purpose, and formality of the context 

3 

137 
140 
153 

157 
159 
165 

WRITING 1.0  

WRITTEN AND ORAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS  
Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions. 

WC 1.1 

Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), 

phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics 

of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, hyphens). 

5 

168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
179 

181 
182 
184 
185 
188 

WC 1.2 

Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, 

subordination, proper placement of modifiers) and proper English 

usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses). 

5 

146 
150 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 

178 
180 
183 
186 
187 
189 

WC 1.3 

Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and 

control of grammar, paragraph and sentence structure, diction, 

and syntax. 

5 

143 
190 
191 
192 
193 
194 
195 
196 
197 

198 
199 
200 
201 
202 
203 
204 
205 
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Support for English Learners 

 SDAIE Strategies will be used including: 

o Flexible groupings 

o Peer Pairings 

o Use of Realia and manipulatives 

o Connections to daily life 

o Texts/Materials in first language (per IEP) 

o Instructional Aide assistance 

o Vocabulary development 

 
Support for Special Education 
This course provides instructions in skills found in grades four through nine of state standards that are tested 
on the California High School Exit Exam.  The following are commonly noted strategies and modifications 
in student IEP’s and will be applied along with any other as specified in each student’s Individualized 
Educational Plan. 

o Instructional Aide Assistance 

o Audio & Visual Aides 

o Flexible Grouping 

o Testing Accommodations 

o Tutoring (Peer & Teacher) 

o Computer-Guided Instruction 

o Individualized academic instruction 

o Modified assignments 

 
Differentiating the Lessons for GATE Students 
Occasionally, a student may require intervention in one area but be recognized as gifted overall or in another 
specified subject area.  In order to accommodate this, students will be placed according to subject specific 
CAHSEE examination results in grades 10, 11, or 12.  Instruction modifications will be coordinated with the 
site GATE coordinator as needed in order to meet specific student needs. 
 

<end> 





BOARD AGENDA 
 REGULAR  MEETING 

October 1, 2009 

 

CONSENT ITEM 

 
TO: Board of Education 

 

PRESENTED BY: Mollie Gainey-Stanley, Assistant Superintendent 

Educational Services Division 

 
SUBJECT: Approval of the New High School Course Descriptions for SDC 

Read 180 English I and SDC Read 180 English II, Grade 9-10   

(Beginning October 2009) 

 

 
GOAL: Improved Student Performance 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

 

 

Strategy #2-Curriculum 

BACKGROUND: This is a course description for the new High School SDC English 

Curriculum. In order to meet SDC student’s special needs, the READ 

180 program was selected to provide their modified English curriculum 

for 9-10 grades. The development team chose to use the Stage C 

Enterprise Edition for both grades. Ninth grade, students will complete 

workshops 1-4 of the curriculum, while 10
th

 grade will complete 

workshops 5-9. The course descriptions were approved by the 

Secondary Curriculum Council on September 8, 2009. 

 

READ 180 Enterprise (Stage C)  

Scholastic, Inc. (2005) 

 

 

 
BUDGET 

IMPLICATIONS: 
Textbooks and Instructional Support materials will be purchased with 

general funds.  Initial purchase cost of $80,000 for 2009-10 year with 

consumables purchased annually at an estimated $4,000 district wide. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the new course descriptions for SDC Read 180 

English I and SDC Read 180 English II, Grade 9-10 

(Beginning October 2009) 
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Course Title: SDC English I  Curricular Area: English/ Language Arts 

Course Number: SDC101/102 Length: One year, Double Block  

Grade Level: 9
th

  Prerequisites: Placement by IEP 

Meets a UC a-g Requirement: no Meets NCAA Requirement: Yes- English 

Meets High School Graduation Requirement for: 
English I (5 credits ea. Semester- Max. 10 Yr.) 
AND Elective – (5 credits ea. Sem.- Max 10 yr.) 

Course meets for 2 periods each day 

 

 

 

Course Description 
This course provides SDC students with intensive English instruction that is designed to accelerate student 
achievement in reading comprehension, writing, and vocabulary development, and literary analysis. It is 
offered as a double period block, designed to increase a student’s reading level by two or more grade levels 
through whole and small group instruction, independent reading, and personalized computer-aided 
instruction. 
 

Alignment 
This course is aligned to the Language Arts California Content Standards along with the standards for the 
California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) in Language Arts. In addition, it meets the Essential Program 
Components (EPC) for Intensive Language Arts instruction. 
 
Instructional Materials 
Required Textbook(s) 

 Read 180 Enterprise (Level C) 
rBook (2005) 

Software 

 READ 180 Topic Software  

Instructor Materials 

 rBook Teacher Guide 

 Scholastic Achievement 
Manager (SAM) 

 Scholastic RED online 
professional development and 
instructional resources 

 READ 180 ancillary materials 

Novels and Other Readings 

 Scholastic Reading Counts 
Independent Reading 
Library 

 The Outsiders by S.E. 
Hinton

 
Exit Criteria 
Grades for SDC English III will be cumulative over the two quarters.  A progress report will be provided at 
weeks 9-10 and grades will continue to be computed until the semester end.  At semester end, percentages 
for grades will be computed as follows: 
 
Activities Percentage  
Reading Intervention Software Activities ..................20% 
Independent Reading Activities .................................10% 
Writing ……………………………………………. 30% 
Class Activities ..........................................................30% 
Final Examination ......................................................10% 
 Total: 100% 
 
Development Team  
This Course of Study was created Spring 2009 by Tracie Ramirez (CHS) and Mary Beth Richardson (C&I). 
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SEMESTER ONE 

First Quarter 

Weeks READ 180 Workshop Unit Standards/Objectives 

1-3 
Your First Three Weeks with 
READ 180 

READ 180 Start Up 
o SRI Test 
o Instructional Model 
o READ 180 Software 
o Independent Modeled Reading  
o RED routines 
o Community Building 
o Rotations 

4-9 Workshop 1: Survivors 

Comprehension:  
o Main Idea & Details—R 2.1, 2.3 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Prefixes—R 1.1 
o Suffixes—R 1.1 

 
Writing 

o Expository Paragraph—W 2.3 
 
Grammar 

o Identifying sentences & fragments—LC 1.3 
o Using correct end punctuation—LC 1.1 
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Second Quarter 

Weeks READ 180 Workshop Unit/Chapter(s) 

10-16 

Workshop 2: Killer Plagues 
 
rSkills Test 1 

Comprehension: 
o Sequence of events—R 2.7 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Synonyms—R 1.1 
o Antonyms—R 1.1 

 
Writing 

o Narrative Paragraph—W 2. 
 
Grammar 

o Correcting sentence fragments—LC 1.3 
o Using capitals—LC 1.1 

17-18 

Workshop 3: Combat Zone 
 
SRI #2 (Week 17) 

Story Elements: 
o Setting—R 3.1 
o Character—R 3.3, 3.4 
o Plot—R 3.6, 3.9 
o Theme—R 3.2, 3.5 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Verb endings—LC 1.2 
o Word families—R 1.1, 1.3 

 
Writing 

o Response to Literature—W 2.2 
 
Grammar 

o Correcting run-on sentences—LC 1.3 
o Using correct word order—LC 1.3 
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SEMESTER TWO 

Third Quarter 

Weeks READ 180 Workshop Unit/Chapter(s) 

1-5 

Workshop 4: When Music 
Offends 
 
rSkills Test 2 

Comprehension: 
o Summarize—R 6.2.4, R 2.4, W 7.2.5,  

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Antonyms—R1.1 
o Suffixes—R1.1 

 
Writing 

o Expository Summary—W 2.3 
 
Grammar 

o Using correct verb tense—LC 1.3 
o Using Commas in a series—LC 1.1 

6-9 

SDC Novel Workshop: The 
Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
 
Five Paragraph Essay 

Story Elements: 
o Setting—R 3.1 
o Character—R 3.3, 3.4 
o Plot—R 3.6, 3.9 
o Theme—R 3.2, 3.5 

 
Comprehension: 

o Summarize—R 6.2.4, R 2.4, W 7.2.5 
 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Latin & Greek root words—R 1.1 

 
Writing 

o Response to Literature—W 2.2 
 
Grammar 

o Correcting run-on sentences—LC 1.3 
o Correcting sentence fragments—LC 1.3 
o Using capitals—LC 1.1 
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Fourth Quarter 

Weeks READ 180 Workshop Unit/Chapter(s) 

10-16 

The Outsiders 
 
Five Paragraph Essay 

Story Elements: 
o Setting—R 3.1 
o Character—R 3.3, 3.4 
o Plot—R 3.6, 3.9 
o Theme—R 3.2, 3.5 

 
Comprehension: 

o Summarize—R 6.2.4, R 2.4, W 7.2.5,  
 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Latin & Greek root words—R 1.1 

 
Writing 

o Response to Literature—W 2.2 
 
Grammar 

o Correcting run-on sentences—LC 1.3 
o Correcting sentence fragments—LC 1.3 
o Using capitals—LC 1.1 

17-18 

Finish IMR Books 
 
Finish R180 Topic Software 
Segment 
 
SRI #3 
 
Project Presentations 

Test-taking Strategies  
 
Review & Wrap Up 
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Support for English Learners 

 SDAIE Strategies will be used including: 

o Flexible groupings 

o Peer Pairings 

o Use of Realia and manipulatives 

o Connections to daily life 

o Texts/Materials in first language (per IEP) 

o Instructional Aide assistance 

o Vocabulary development 

 
Support for Special Education 
Students are only qualified for placement in this course by Individualized Educational Plan  (IEP).  This course 
provides a heavily modified version of the California Content Standards and also emphasizes skills found in 
grades four through nine of those standards that are tested on the California High School Exit Exam.  The 
following are commonly noted strategies and modifications in student IEP’s and will be applied along with any 
other as specified in each student’s Individualized Educational Plan. 

o Instructional Aide Assistance 

o Audio & Visual Aides 

o Modified Texts 

o Flexible Grouping 

o Testing Accommodations 

o Tutoring (Peer & Teacher) 

o Computer-Guided Instruction 

o Individualized academic instruction 

o Modified assignments 

 
Differentiating the Lessons for GATE Students 
Occasionally, a student may be severely learning handicapped in one area but gifted overall or in another 
specified subject area.  In order to accommodate this, students will be placed according to Individualized 
Education Plans (IEP) that examines testing in multiple areas and student performance in core subject classes.  
Students who are gifted in this course area will be placed, with support, in a mainstream course of the same 
subject area and assisted with accomplishing the full California Content Standards for that subject and grade 
level. 
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Course Title: SDC English II  Curricular Area: English/ Language Arts 

Course Number: SDC 201/202 Length: One year, Double Block  

Grade Level: 9
th

  Prerequisites: Placement by IEP 

Meets a UC a-g Requirement: no Meets NCAA Requirement: Yes- English 

Meets High School Graduation Requirement for: 
English I (5 credits ea. Semester- Max. 10 Yr.) 
AND Elective – (5 credits ea. Sem.- Max 10 yr.) 

Course meets for 2 periods each day 

 

 

 

Course Description 
This course provides SDC students with intensive English instruction that is designed to accelerate student 
achievement in reading comprehension, writing, and vocabulary development, and literary analysis. It is 
offered as a double period block, designed to increase a student’s reading level by two or more grade levels 
through whole and small group instruction, independent reading, and personalized computer-aided 
instruction. 
 

Alignment 
This course is aligned to the Language Arts California Content Standards along  with the standards for the 
California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) in Language Arts. In addition, it meets the Essential Program 
Components (EPC) for Intensive Language Arts instruction. 
 
Instructional Materials 
Required Textbook(s) 

 Read 180 Enterprise (Level C) 
rBook (2005) 

Software 

 READ 180 Topic Software  

Instructor Materials 

 rBook Teacher Guide 

 Scholastic Achievement 
Manager (SAM) 

 Scholastic RED online 
professional development and 
instructional resources 

 READ 180 ancillary materials 

Novels and Other Readings 

 Scholastic Reading Counts 
Independent Reading 
Library 

 Freak the Mighty  by 
Rodman Philbrick

 
Exit Criteria 
Grades for SDC English III will be cumulative over the two quarters.  A progress report will be provided at 
weeks 9-10 and grades will continue to be computed until the semester end.  At semester end, percentages 
for grades will be computed as follows: 
 
Activities Percentage  
Reading Intervention Software Activities ..................20% 
Independent Reading Activities .................................10% 
Writing ……………………………………………. 30% 
Class Activities ..........................................................30% 
Final Examination ......................................................10% 
 Total: 100% 
 
Development Team  
This Course of Study was created Spring 2009 by Tracie Ramirez (CHS) and Mary Beth Richardson (C&I). 
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SEMESTER ONE 

First Quarter 

Weeks READ 180 Workshop Unit Standards/Objectives 

1 

Your First Three Weeks with 
READ 180 
 
Review of English I Procedures 

READ 180 Start Up 
o SRI Test 
o Instructional Model 
o READ 180 Software 
o Independent Modeled Reading  
o RED routines 
o Community Building 
o Rotations 

2-6 Workshop 5: In the Money 

Comprehension:  
o Problem and Solution—R 2.1, 2.3 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Dictionary skills—R 2.2 
o Multiple-meaning works—R 1.1 

 
Writing 

o Persuasive Paragraph—W 2.3 
 
Grammar 

o Irregular verbs—LC 1.3 
o Using commas with introductory words—LC 1.1 
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Second Quarter 

Weeks READ 180 Workshop Unit Standards/Objectives 

7-12 

Workshop 6: Amigo Brothers 
 
rSkills Test #3 

Story Elements: 
o Setting—R 3.1 
o Character—R 3.3, 3.4 
o Plot—R 3.6, 3.9 
o Theme—R 3.2, 3.5 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Prefixes—R 1.1 
o Word families—R 1.1, 1.3 

 
Writing 

o Response to Literature/Literature Critique—W 
2.2 

 
Grammar 

o Subject-verb agreement—LC 1.3 
o Using possessives—LC 1.1, LC 1.2 

13-18 

Workshop 7: Your Brain 
Exposed 
 
SRI #2 (week 17) 

Comprehension:  
o Cause & Effect—R 7.2.3 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Synonyms—R 1.3 
o Latin & Greek roots—R 1.3 

 
Writing 

o Narrative Paragraph—W 2.1 
 
Grammar 

o Using subject & object pronouns—LC 1.3 
o Avoiding double negatives—LC 1.3 
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SEMESTER TWO 

Third Quarter 

Weeks READ 180 Workshop Unit Standards/Objectives 

1-5 

Workshop 8: Crime, 
Punishment, & Teens 
 
rSkills Test #4 

Comprehension 
o Compare and Contrast—R 8.2.1 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Idioms—R 1.1 
o Context clues—R 1.1, 1.3 

 
Writing 

o Descriptive Paragraph—W 2.1 
 
Grammar 

o Using adjectives that compare—LC 1.3 
o Using quotation marks—LC 1.1 

6-9 

SDC Novel Workshop: Freak 
the Mighty by Rodman 
Philbrick 

Story Elements: 
o Setting—R 3.1 
o Character—R 3.3, 3.4 
o Plot—R 3.6, 3.9 
o Theme—R 3.2, 3.5 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Idioms—R 1.1 
o Context clues—R 1.1, 1.3 

 
Writing 

o Response to Literature/—W 2.2 
 
Grammar 

o Complete sentences—LC 1.3 
o Using possessives—LC 1.1, LC 1.2 
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Fourth Quarter 

10-13 

SDC Novel Workshop: Freak 
the Mighty by Rodman 
Philbrick 

Story Elements: 
o Setting—R 3.1 
o Character—R 3.3, 3.4 
o Plot—R 3.6, 3.9 
o Theme—R 3.2, 3.5 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Idioms—R 1.1 
o Context clues—R 1.1, 1.3 

 
Writing 

o Response to Literature/—W 2.2 
 
Grammar 

o Complete sentences—LC 1.3 
o Using possessives—LC 1.1, LC 1.2 

14-18 

Workshop 9: The Front Lines of 
Justice 
 
Finish IMR Books 
 
Finish R180 Topic Software 
Segment 
 
SRI #3 
 
Project Presentations 

Comprehension 
o Make inferences—R 2.3, 2.5 
o Cross-text analysis—R 2.7, 2.8 

 
Vocab/Word Study 

o Target Words—R 1.1, 1.2 
o Noun endings—R 1.1 
o Verb endings—R 1.1 

 
Writing 

o Personal Narrative—W 2.1 
 
Grammar 

o Using adverbs—LC 1.1 
o Correcting sentence fragments—LC 1.3 
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Support for English Learners 

 SDAIE Strategies will be used including: 

o Flexible groupings 

o Peer Pairings 

o Use of Realia and manipulatives 

o Connections to daily life 

o Texts/Materials in first language (per IEP) 

o Instructional Aide assistance 

o Vocabulary development 

 
Support for Special Education 
Students are only qualified for placement in this course by Individualized Educational Plan  (IEP).  This course 
provides a heavily modified version of the California Content Standards and also emphasizes skills found in 
grades four through nine of those standards that are tested on the California High School Exit Exam.  The 
following are commonly noted strategies and modifications in student IEP’s and will be applied along with any 
other as specified in each student’s Individualized Educational Plan. 

o Instructional Aide Assistance 

o Audio & Visual Aides 

o Modified Texts 

o Flexible Grouping 

o Testing Accommodations 

o Tutoring (Peer & Teacher) 

o Computer-Guided Instruction 

o Individualized academic instruction 

o Modified assignments 

 
Differentiating the Lessons for GATE Students 
Occasionally, a student may be severely learning handicapped in one area but gifted overall or in another 
specified subject area.  In order to accommodate this, students will be placed according to Individualized 
Education Plans (IEP) that examines testing in multiple areas and student performance in core subject classes.  
Students who are gifted in this course area will be placed, with support, in a mainstream course of the same 
subject area and assisted with accomplishing the full California Content Standards for that subject and grade 
level. 

 





BOARD AGENDA 
 REGULAR  MEETING 

October 1, 2009 

 

CONSENT ITEM 

 
TO: Board of Education 

 

PRESENTED BY: Mollie Gainey-Stanley, Assistant Superintendent 

Educational Services Division 

 
SUBJECT: Approval of the Course Descriptions and Adoption of Textbooks 

and Ancillary and Supplemental Instructional Materials for SDC 

World History and SDC U.S. History, Grades 10-12 (Beginning 

October 2009) 
 

 
GOAL: Improved Student Performance 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

 

 

Strategy #2-Curriculum 

 

BACKGROUND: This is a revision of the current course program offered to students 

identified as special education/ Special Day Class.  All of the SDC 

courses in the core content areas have been revised by the SDC 

teaching team, pupil personnel services, and educational services 

departments to focus on key content standards.  CAHSEE math and 

English support is also embedded in all the revised courses to increase 

student performance on this key exam and increase the graduation rate 

among SDC students.  Modified textbooks were approved for this 

course in 2008.  These texts are aligned with the California Content 

Standards but are written at a lower readability level than the traditional 

core materials to allow students to better access the content 

information. The course descriptions were approved by the Secondary 

Curriculum Council on September 8, 2009. 
 

Pacemaker World History 

Pearson AGS Globe (2008) 

 

United States  History 

Pearson AGS Globe, 2005. 
 

 
BUDGET 

IMPLICATIONS: 
Textbooks and Instructional Support materials will be purchased with 

general funds.  Materials were purchased last year as supplemental 

materials so 2009-2010 purchases would be minimal.  Estimated fiscal 

impact $15,000. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the course descriptions and adoption of 

textbooks and ancillary and supplemental instructional materials for 

SDC World History and SDC U.S. History, Grades 10-12 

(Beginning October 2009) 
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Course Title: SDC World History Curricular Area: Social Studies/Special Education 

Course Number: SDC501/502 Length: One year  

Grade Level: 10-12  Prerequisites: IEP Placement 

Meets a UC a-g Requirement:   No Meets NCAA Requirement: No 

Meets High School Graduation Requirement for: 
World history/Social Studies 

 

 

Course Description 
This course provides students with a historical background for major turning points that shaped the modern 
world, from the late eighteenth century through the present, including the causes and course of the two 
world wars.  They trace the rise of the democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical roots 
of current world issues, especially as they pertain to international relations.  They extrapolate from the 
American experience that democratic ideals are often achieved at a high price, remain vulnerable, and are  
not practiced everywhere in the world.  Students develop an understanding of current world issues and relate 
them to their historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural context.  Students consider multiple 
accounts of events in order to understand international relations from a variety of perspectives.  
 

Alignment 
This course is aligned to the 1998 California Content Standards for Grade Ten: World History, Culture and 
Geography: The Modern World. 
 

Instructional Materials 

Required Textbook(s)  

 Pacemaker World History. 
Pearson AGS Globe, 2008. 
ISBN# 978-0-7854-6391-7 

Supplemental Materials 

 Pacemaker World History 
Student Workbook. Pearson 
AGS Globe, 2008. ISBN# 
978-0-7854-6394-8 

 

Exit Criteria 
Grades for the SDC World History course will be cumulative over the two quarters.  A progress report will 
be provided at weeks 9-10 and grades will continue to be computed until the semester end. At semester end, 
percentages for grades will be computed as follows: 
 
Activities: 
Assignments from both quarters of the semester 20% 
Performance Participation 20% 
Intergrated curriculum project 20% 
Homework 20% 
Final     20% 
TOTAL 100% 
 
 
Development Team  
This Course of Study was updated in April 2009 by Beti Kyeyune-Nyombi, Janice Morrison, & Michael 
Parshall. 
 



Colton Joint Unified School District Course of Study 

Pacing Guide for SDC WORLD HISTORY 

Board approved XXX Page 2 of 4 printed 09/24/09 

Secondary Curriculum Council Approved: September 8, 2009 
\\Dist-fs1\boarditems\2009-10\CURRICULUM\Ed. Services Div. Oct. 1\B_8. SDC_World_History_Course_Description_2009-10 v2.doc 

SEMESTER ONE 
 

First Quarter 

Week Unit/Chapter(s) Standards 

1-4 

Unit 1: Development of Western Political Thought 
o Chapters 3-4 
o Chapters 7-9 
o Chapters 11-13 

10.1.1 
10.1.2 

5-8 

Unit 2: Revolution and Nationalism in Europe 

o Chapter 14 
o Chapters 17-18 
o Magna Carta 

10.2.2 

9 Review and Quiz N/A 

 
 
 
 
 

Second Quarter 

Week Unit/Chapter(s) Standards 

10-11 
Unit 3: The Rise of the Industrial Revolution 

o Chapter 19 
10.3 

12-16 
Unit 5: World War 1 

o Chapters 25-26 
10.5, 10.6 

17 Review and Semester Finals N/A 

 
 



Colton Joint Unified School District Course of Study 

Pacing Guide for SDC WORLD HISTORY 

Board approved XXX Page 3 of 4 printed 09/24/09 

Secondary Curriculum Council Approved: September 8, 2009 
\\Dist-fs1\boarditems\2009-10\CURRICULUM\Ed. Services Div. Oct. 1\B_8. SDC_World_History_Course_Description_2009-10 v2.doc 

SEMESTER TWO 
 

Third Quarter 

Week Unit/Chapter(s) Standards 

18-23 
Unit 6: Fascism, Militarism, and World War 11 

o Chapters 27-28 
10.8.1, 10.8.5, 

24-26 
Unit 7: The Cold War, Democracy and Reform 

o Chapter 29 
10.9.2, 10.9.3, 10.9.6, 10.9.1, 10.9.4, 
10.9.5, 10.9.8 

27 Review and Quiz N/A 

 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Quarter 

Week Unit/Chapter(s) Standards 

28-31 
Unit 8: Independence and National Globalism 

o Chapters 30-33 
10.10 

 CST/STAR Testing N/A 

32-34 Group/Individual Alternative Projects N/A 

35 Semester Exams N/A 
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Learning Experiences and Instruction:  
Teachers utilize the Direct Interactive Instruction model to introduce new skills and concepts that are 
essential to the World History and CAHSEE standards with an emphasis on individual differentiation as 
needed. Teachers will use a variety of the following: 

 Inquiry-based 
learning 

 Engaged reading 
opportunities  

 Think-pair-share 

 Reciprocal teaching  

 Questioning 
strategies 

 Cloze reading & 
writing 

 Guided reading & 
writing 

 Cognitive modeling 

 Overall student 
participation in class 
discussions and 
activities 

 Graphic 
organizers/concept 
attainment 

 Student-led groups/ 
peer pairing  

 Oral responses to 
teacher guided 
assessment. 

 Metacognitive 
learning:  self-
regulation, goal-
setting, self-
monitoring, and self-
questioning 
Responses to chapter 
tests. 

 
Links To ESLRs: 

 Critical Thinking Skills – Reading, listening, quantifying, collecting data, solving problems, making 
decisions, gathering and processing information, and thinking critically. 

 Communication Skills – Writing, speaking, performing, creating, and using technology as forms of 
expression. 

 Personal and Interpersonal skills – Cooperation, responsible citizenship, respect for cultural diversity, 
physical well-being, and career-preparedness. 

 
Determining Acceptable Evidence:  

 oral assessment exercises. 

 Group presentations 

 Chapter tests. 
 

Support for English Language Learners: 
SDAIE strategies 
Flexible grouping 
Peer pairing 
Realia 
Texts/materials in first language 
Instructional Aide 
 

Support for Special Education Students: 
As this is an SDC class, it is designed to meet the needs of the class and of individuals. All students’ IEP 
goals and accommodations will be addressed using a combination of the following: 

 Instructional Aide 

 Audio & visual aids 

 Modified texts 

 Flexible grouping 

 Testing accommodations 

 Tutoring (peer & teacher) 

 Computer-Guided instruction 

 
Stretching the Lesson for GATE Students: 
Independent study supplemented with mentoring/tutoring 
Depth & Complexity icons 
Enriched materials and learning experiences 

<end> 
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Course Title: SDC United States History Curricular Area: Social Studies/Special Education 

Course Number: SDC503/504 Length: One year  

Grade Level: 11-12  Prerequisites: IEP Placement 

Meets a UC a-g Requirement: No Meets NCAA Requirement: No 

Meets High School Graduation Requirement for: 
 

U.S. History/Social Studies 

 

Course Description 
This course provides students in grade eleven with the historical context for the major turning points in 
American History in the twentieth century.  Following a review of the nation's beginnings and the impact of 
the enlightenment on U.S. democratic ideals, students build upon the tenth grade study of global 
industrialization to understand the emergence and impact of new technology and a corporate economy, 
including the social and cultural effects.  They trace the change in the ethnic composition of American 
society: the movement toward equal rights for racial minorities and women: and the role of the United 
States as a major world power.  An emphasis is placed on the expanding role of the federal government 
and federal courts as well as the continuing tension between the individual and the state.  The learn that 
the United States has served as a model for other nations and that the rights and freedoms we enjoy are 
not accidents, but the results of a defined set of political principals that are not always basic to citizens of 
other countries.  Students understand that our rights under the U.S. Constitution are a precious inheritance 
that depends on an educated citizenry for their preservation and protection.  
 

Alignment 
This course is aligned to the 1998 California Content Standards for Grade Eleven: United States History 
and Geography: Continuity and Change in the Twentieth Century 
 

Instructional Materials 
Required Textbook(s)                                                               2.  Student Workbook 

1. United States History (2005)                                            United States History(2005) 

Pearson AGS Globe                                                          Person AGS Globe                       

ISBN# 097854-3860-2                                                      ISBN#  

 

Exit Criteria 
Weighting of the Semester Grade.   Based on the Board approved course of study, the student’s 

semester grade in U.S. History must be figured as follows: 
 
Assessments 20% 
Performance Participation and Citizenship  20% 
Project 20% 
Homework 20% 
Final Examination 20% 
TOTAL: 100% 
 
Development Team  
This Course of Study was updated in April 2009 by Beti Kyeyune-Nyombi, Janice Morrison, & Michael 
Parshall. 
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SEMESTER ONE 
 

First Quarter 

Week Unit/Chapter(s) Standards 

1 Course Introductions and Expectations N/A 

2 Chapter 2-3: Exploration and the Colonial Era  11.1.2 

3 Chapter 5-6: Revolution 11.1.2 

4-5 Chapter 7-8: Early Republic & Growth of a Nation 11.1.2, 11.1.3 

6-8 Chapter 14-16: Union in Peril, New Industrial Age  11.1.3, 11.4 

9 Quarter Review and Quiz N/A 

 
 
 
 

Second Quarter 

Week Unit/Chapter(s) Standards 

10 Chapter 18: Americans Move West 11.2.8 

11 Chapter 20: Immigrants and Urbanization 11.2.4 

12 Chapter 20-21: Life at the Turn of the Century 11.2.2 

13 Chapter 21: The Progressive Era 11.2.1, 11.2.9 

14-16 
Chapter 23:  

America Claims an Empire 
WW I 

11.4.1, 11.4.2, 11.4.3, 11.4.4, 11.4.5 

17 Quarter Review  N/A 

18 Semester Finals N/A 
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SEMESTER TWO 
 

Third Quarter 

Week Unit/Chapter(s) Standards 

19 Chapter 24: Politics of the Roaring Twenties 11.5.1, 11.5.2 

20 Chapter 24: The Roaring Life of the 1920s 11.5.6, 11.5.7 

21 Chapter 25: The Great Depression 11.6.2, 11.6.3 

22 Chapter 25: The New Deal 11.6.4, 11.6.5 

23-26 
Chapters 26-27: 

WWII 
Cold War/Post War Boom 

11.7.1, 11.7.2, 11.7.7, 11.7.8 

27 Quarter Review and Quiz  

 
 
 
 

Fourth Quarter 

Week Unit/Chapter(s) Standards 

28-29 

Chapter 28:  
The Great Society and New Frontier/Civil Rights 
Vietnam War 
Era of Social Change 

11.9.3, 11.9.4,  
11.10.1—10.7 
11.11.2, 11.11.3 

30 Review for CST N/A 

31 CST N/A 

32 Chapter 29: The Age of Limits 11.8.5, 11.9.3—9.6, 11.11.2—11.6 

33 Chapter 30: The Conservative Tide 11.9.5—9.7, 11.11.6, 11.11.7 

34 Chapter 31: U.S. In Today’s World (1990s) 11.9.7, 11.11.6, 11.11.7 

35 Chapter 32: U.S. In Today’s World (2000s) 11. 9.5—9.7, 11.11.6, 11.11.7 

36 Semester Review & Finals N/A 
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Learning Experiences and Instruction:  
Teachers utilize the Direct Interactive Instruction model to introduce new skills and concepts that are 
essential to the CAHSEE standards, then reinforce and develop those skills each quarter with the goal of 
bringing students to mastery by the end of the fourth quarter. All instruction will be based on the “I do, We 
do, You do” scaffolding model with an emphasis on individual differentiation as needed. Teachers will use a 
variety of the following: 
 Inquiry-based learning 

 Engaged reading 
opportunities  

 Think-pair-share 

 Reciprocal teaching 

 Cloze reading & writing 

 Guided reading & 
writing 

 Cognitive modeling 

 Questioning strategies 

 Graphic 
organizers/concept 
attainment 

 Student-led groups/ peer 
pairing  

 Metacognitive learning:  
self-regulation, goal-
setting, self-monitoring, 
and self-questioning 

 
 
Support for English Language Learners: 
SDAIE strategies 
Flexible grouping 
Peer pairing 
Realia 
Texts/materials in first language 
Instructional Aide 
 
 
Support for Special Education Students: 
As this is an SDC class, it is designed to meet the needs of the class and of individuals. All students’ IEP 
goals and accommodations will be addressed using a combination of the following: 

 Instructional Aide 

 Audio & visual aids 

 Modified texts 

 Flexible grouping 

 Testing accommodations 

 Tutoring (peer & teacher) 

 Computer-Guided instruction 
 
 
Stretching the Lesson for GATE Students: 
Independent study supplemented with mentoring/tutoring 
Depth & Complexity icons 
Enriched materials and learning experiences 

<end> 





BOARD AGENDA 
 REGULAR  MEETING 

October 1, 2009 

 

CONSENT ITEM 

 
TO: Board of Education 

 

PRESENTED BY: Mollie Gainey-Stanley, Assistant Superintendent 

Educational Services Division 

 
SUBJECT: Approval of the Revised Course Descriptions for SDC Earth 

Science and SDC Biology, Grades 9-12 (Beginning October 2009) 

 

 
GOAL: Improved Student Performance 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN: 

 

 

Strategy #2-Curriculum 

 
BACKGROUND: This is a revision of the current course program offered to students 

identified as special education/ Special Day Class.  All of the SDC 

courses in the core content areas have been revised by the SDC 

teaching team, pupil personnel services, and educational services 

departments to focus on key content standards.  CAHSEE math and 

English support is also embedded in all the revised courses to increase 

student performance on this key exam and increase the graduation rate 

among SDC students.  Modified textbooks were approved for this 

course in 2008.  These texts are aligned with the California Content 

Standards but are written at a lower readability level than the traditional 

core materials to allow students to better access the content 

information. The course descriptions were approved by the Secondary 

Curriculum Council on September 8, 2009. 

 

Earth Science 

Prentice Hall (2007) 

 

Biology 

Prentice Hall (2007) 

 

 
BUDGET 

IMPLICATIONS: 
Textbooks and Instructional Support materials will be purchased with 

general funds.  Textbook is currently in use, so fiscal impact is limited 

to ongoing replacement costs, estimated at $10,000 annually, district 

wide. 
  
RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the revised course descriptions for SDC Earth 

Science and SDC Biology, Grades 9-12 

(Beginning October 2009) 
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Course Title: SDC Earth Science Curricular Area: Science 

Course Number: SDC107/108 Length: One year  

Grade Level: 9-12  Prerequisites: None 

Meets a UC a-g Requirement:  Meets NCAA Requirement:  

Meets High School Graduation Requirement for: 
Biology Elective Credit  

 

 
Course Description 
This course covers the fundamental topics associated with the formation and changes in the earth's crust, 
meteorology, astronomy, paleontology, materials of the earth, earth cycles, history of the earth, and earth in 
space.  
 

Alignment 
This course is aligned to Earth Sciences California Content Standards for California public schools. 
 
 

Instructional Materials 
  

Required Textbook(s) 

 Earth Science California Ed., 
Prentice Hall 2007 ISBN 0-
13-166-755-6  

 
Web Sites 
http://www.PHSchool.com 

Supplemental Materials 

 Earth Science California Ed, 
Guided Reading & Study 
Workbook; 

 Earth Science California Ed 
Laboratory Manual; GEODe 

 CD-ROM Student Express 

Suggested Video/DVDs//Films 
Eyewitness Videos: 

 Volcano, 1996 

 Prehistoric Life, 1996 

 Weather – 1996 

 Jungle – 1995 

 Rocks & Mineral –1996 

 Planet Storm (2003) 

 Planet Earth (BBC) 2007 

 The Blue Planet -2002 
 
Exit Criteria 
Activities Percentage  
Quizzes .......................................................................15% 
Homework..................................................................5% 
Class work ..................................................................55% 
Tests ...........................................................................15% 
Final Examination ......................................................10% 
 Total: 100% 
Development Team  
This Course of Study was updated in 2009 by Ben Kundert 
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First Quarter 

Unit 1, Introduction to Earth Science:  Weeks: 1-3 
Standards 

 Standard 1b- Students know the evidence from Earth and moon rocks indicates that the solar system was formed from a 
nebular cloud of dust and gas approximately 4.6 billion years ago. 

 Standards: 1f and 1g: Investigations 1f- Distinguish between hypothesis and theory as scientific terms.  

 Investigations 1g- Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations of reality 

 
 
Unit 2, Historical Geology: Chapters 12 & 13 Weeks: 4-7 
Standards 

 Standard 1c- Students know the evidence from geological studies of Earth and other planets suggest that the early Earth 
was very different from Earth today. 

 Standard 1f- Students know the evidence for the dramatic effects that asteroid impacts have had in shaping the surface of 
planets and their moons and in mass extinctions of life on Earth. 

 Standard 6c- Students know how Earth's climate has changed over time, corresponding to changes in     Earth's 
geography, atmospheric composition, and other factors, such as solar radiation and plate movement. 

 Standard 8b- Students know how the composition of Earth's atmosphere has evolved over geologic time and know the 
effect of outgassing, the variations of carbon dioxide concentration, and the origin of atmospheric oxygen.  

o Investigations 1g- Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 
of reality. 

o Investigations 1i- Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 
phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem).  

o Investigations 1k- Recognize the cumulative nature of scientific evidence. 
o Investigations 1m- Investigate a science-based societal issue by researching the literature, analyzing data, and 

communicating the findings. Examples of issues include irradiation of food, cloning of animals by somatic cell 
nuclear transfer, choice of energy sources, and land and water use decisions in California.  

 
 
Unit 3, Matter, Minerals, and Properties of Minerals: Chapters 2-4 and Chapter 13a, sections 1&2
 Weeks: 8-10 
Standards 

 Standard 3c- Students know how to explain the properties of rocks based on the physical and chemical conditions in 
which they formed, including plate tectonic processes. 

 Standard 4a- Students know the relative amount of incoming solar energy compared with Earth’s internal energy and the 
energy used by society. 

 Standard 4c – Students know the different atmospheric gases that absorb the Earth's thermal radiation and the 
mechanism and significance of the greenhouse effect. 

 Standard 7a- Students know the carbon cycle of photosynthesis and respiration and the nitrogen cycle. 

 Standard 7b- Students know the global carbon cycle: the different physical and chemical forms of carbon in the 
atmosphere, oceans, biomass, fossil fuels, and the movement of carbon among these reservoirs.  

 Standard 7c - Students know the movement of matter among reservoirs is driven by Earth's internal and external sources 
of energy.  

 Standard 7d - Students know the relative residence times and flow characteristics of carbon in and out of its different 
reservoirs.  

 Standard 8c- Students know the location of the ozone layer in the upper atmosphere, its role in absorbing ultraviolet 
radiation, and the way in which this layer varies both naturally and in response to human activities. 

 Standard 9a - Students know the resources of major economic importance in California and their relation to California's 
geology. 

o Investigations 1d- Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1f- Distinguish between hypothesis and theory as scientific terms.  
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o Investigations 1g- Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 
of reality.  

o Investigations 1k- Recognize the cumulative nature of scientific evidence. 
o Investigations 1l- Analyze situations and solve problems that require combining and applying concepts from 

more than one area of science. 

 
 

Second Quarter 

Unit 4, Plate Tectonics: Chapter 9 Weeks: 11-12 
Standards 

 Standard 3a- Students know features of the ocean floor (magnetic patterns, age, and sea-floor topography) provide 
evidence of plate tectonics.  

 Standard 3b- Students know the principal structures that form at the three different kinds of plate boundaries.  

 Standard 3d- Students know why and how earthquakes occur and the scales used to measure their intensity and 
magnitude.  

 Standard 3f- * Students know the explanation for the location and properties of volcanoes that are due to hot spots and 
the explanation for those that are due to subduction.  

o Investigations 1i- Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 
phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem).  

o Investigations 1k- Recognize the cumulative nature of scientific evidence. 

 

 
Unit 5, Earthquakes and California Hazards: Chapter 5 (selections) 8, & 13 (selections) 
Chapter 5.3 (Mass Movement/ CA Hazards)  Weeks: 13-14 
Chapter 13a, section 3  
Standards 

 Standard 3d- Students know why and how earthquakes occur and the scales used to measure their intensity and 
magnitude.  

 Standard 9b- Students know the principal natural hazards in different California regions and the geologic basis of those 
hazards. 

 Standard 9d-* Students know how to analyze published geologic hazard maps of California and know how to use the 
map's information to identify evidence of geologic events of the past and predict geologic changes in the future.  

o Investigations 1d- Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1m - Investigate a science-based societal issue by researching the literature, analyzing data, and 

communicating the findings. Examples of issues include irradiation of food, cloning of animals by somatic cell 
nuclear transfer, choice of energy sources, and land and water use decisions in California. 

 
 
Unit 6, Atmosphere and Climate Chapters 17, 21.1, 21.3 Weeks: 15-18 
Standards 

 Standard 4b-Students know the relative amount of incoming solar energy compared with Earth's internal energy and the 
energy used by society. 

 Standard 5a- Students know how differential heating of Earth results in circulation patterns in the atmosphere and oceans 
that globally distribute the heat.  

 Standard 6a -Students know weather (in the short run) and climate (in the long run) involve the transfer of energy into 
and out of the atmosphere. 

 Standard 6b -Students know the effects on climate of latitude, elevation, topography, and proximity to large bodies of 
water and cold or warm ocean currents. 

 Standard 6c- Students know how Earth's climate has changed over time, corresponding to changes in Earth's geography, 
atmospheric composition, and other factors, such as solar radiation and plate movement. 

 Standard 6d- * Students know how computer models are used to predict the effects of the increase in greenhouse gases 
on climate for the planet as a whole and for specific regions. 

 Standard 8a- Students know the thermal structure and chemical composition of the atmosphere. 
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 Standard 8c- Students know the location of the ozone layer in the upper atmosphere, its role in absorbing ultraviolet 
radiation, and the way in which this layer varies both naturally and in response to human activities. 

 Investigations 1d – Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 

 Investigations 1g –Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations of 
reality. 

 Investigations 1i - Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural phenomena (e.g., 
relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an ecosystem). 

 Investigations 1m - Investigate a science-based societal issue by researching the literature, analyzing data, and 
communicating the findings. Examples of issues include irradiation of food, cloning of animals by somatic cell nuclear 
transfer, choice of energy sources, and land and water use decisions in California. 

 

 
Week: 19 Semester Exams 
 
 

Third Quarter 

Unit 7, Water in the Atmosphere Chapters 18 (selections) & 19 Weeks: 20-23 
18.1-Air Pressure/Wind,  
18.3- Cloud Types/Precipitation,  
Standards 

 Standard 5a- Students know how differential heating of Earth results in circulation patterns in the atmosphere and 
oceans that globally distribute the heat.  

 Standard 5b -Students know weather (in the short run) and climate (in the long run) involve the transfer of energy into 
and out of the atmosphere. 

 Standard 5c- Students know the origin and effects of temperature inversions. 

 Standard 5e- Students know rain forests and deserts on Earth are distributed in bands at specific latitudes. 

 Standard 5f- * Students know the interaction of wind patterns, ocean currents, and mountain ranges results in the global 
pattern of latitudinal bands of rain forests and deserts. 

 Standard 5g- * Students know features of the ENSO (El Niño southern oscillation) cycle in terms of sea-surface and air 
temperature variations across the Pacific and some climatic results of this cycle. 

 Standard 6b -Students know the effects on climate of latitude, elevation, topography, and proximity to large bodies of 
water and cold or warm ocean currents. 

o Investigations 1d – Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1g –Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 

of reality.  
 

 
Unit 8 Weather Patterns and Severe Storms: Chapter 20 Weeks: 24-25 
Standards 

o Standard 1d- Students know the evidence indicating that the planets are much closer to Earth than the stars are.  

 
 
Unit 9, Mountain Building: Chapter 5 and 6 Selections  Weeks: 26-27 
5.2 Nitrogen Cycle/erosion,  
6.1 Water Cycle,  
6.3 Hot springs/geysers/caverns,  
Carbon Cycle, p.85 
Standards 

 Standard 3b- Students know the principal structures that form at the three different kinds of plate boundaries.  

 Standard 3c- Students know how to explain the properties of rocks based on the physical and chemical conditions in 
which they formed, including plate tectonic processes.  

 Standard 9b- Students know the principal natural hazards in different California regions and the geologic basis of those 
hazards. 
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o Investigations 1i - Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 
phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem). 

 Standard 7a- Students know the carbon cycle of photosynthesis and respiration and the nitrogen cycle. 

 Standard 9c- Students know the importance of water to society, the origins of California’s fresh water, and the 
relationship between supply and need. 

o Investigations 1b - Identify and communicate sources of unavoidable experimental error.  
o Investigations 1c - Identify possible reasons for inconsistent results, such as sources of error or uncontrolled 

conditions.  
o Investigations 1d – Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1m - Investigate a science-based societal issue by researching the literature, analyzing data, and 

communicating the findings. Examples of issues include irradiation of food, cloning of animals by somatic cell 

nuclear transfer, choice of energy sources, and land and water use decisions in California. 

 

 

Fourth Quarter 

Unit 10, The Solar System: Chapters 22-23 Week: 28-30 
Standards: 

  Standard 1a- Students know how the differences and similarities among the sun, the terrestrial planets, and the gas 
planets may have been established during the formation of the solar system.  

 Standard 1b Students know the evidence from Earth and moon rocks indicates that the solar system was formed from a 
nebular cloud of dust and gas approximately 4.6 billion years ago.   

 Standard 1d- Students know the evidence indicating that the planets are much closer to Earth than the stars are. 

 Standard 1f- Students know the evidence for the dramatic effects that asteroid impacts have had in shaping the surface of 
planets and their moons and in mass extinctions of life on Earth. 

 Standard 4d- * Students know the differing greenhouse conditions on Earth, Mars, and Venus; the origins of those 
conditions; and the climatic consequences of each. 

o Investigations 1g - Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 
of reality. 

o Investigations 1i - Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 
phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem). 

o Investigations 1n - Know that when an observation does not agree with an accepted scientific theory, the 
observation is sometimes mistaken or fraudulent (e.g., the Piltdown Man fossil or unidentified flying objects) 
and that the theory is sometimes wrong (e.g., the Ptolemaic model of the movement of the Sun, Moon, and 
planets). 

 

Unit 11, Stars and the Universe: Chapters 24-25 Weeks: 31-34 
Standards: 

 Standard 1d- Students know the evidence indicating that the planets are much closer to Earth than the stars are. 

 Standard 1e -Students know the Sun is a typical star and is powered by nuclear reactions, primarily the fusion of 
hydrogen to form helium. 

 Standard 1g -* Students know the evidence for the existence of planets orbiting other stars. 

 Standard 2a- Students know the solar system is located in an outer edge of the disc-shaped Milky Way galaxy, which 
spans 100,000 light years. 

 Standard 2b- Students know galaxies are made of billions of stars and comprise most of the visible mass of the universe. 

 Standard 2c Students know the evidence indicating that all elements with an atomic number greater than that of lithium 
have been formed by nuclear fusion in stars. - 

 Standard 2d- Students know that stars differ in their life cycles and that visual, radio, and X-ray telescopes may be used 
to collect data that reveal those differences.  

 Standard 2e- * Students know accelerators boost subatomic particles to energy levels that simulate conditions in the stars 
and in the early history of the universe before stars formed. 

 Standard 2f- * Students know the evidence indicating that the color, brightness, and evolution of a star are determined by 
a balance between gravitational collapse and nuclear fusion. 
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 Standard 2g- * Students know how the red-shift from distant galaxies and the cosmic background radiation provide 
evidence for the "big bang" model that suggests that the universe has been expanding for 10 to 20 billion years. 

o Investigations 1d – Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1i - Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 

phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem). 

o Investigations 1n - Know that when an observation does not agree with an accepted scientific theory, the 
observation is sometimes mistaken or fraudulent (e.g., the Piltdown Man fossil or unidentified flying objects) 
and that the theory is sometimes wrong (e.g., the Ptolemaic model of the movement of the Sun, Moon, and 
planets). 

 
 
Unit 12, Oceanography: Chapters 14, 15, 16 Selections Weeks: 35-36  
14.1- Sea floor mapping,  
14.2- Review, 15,  
15.2- all,  
16. 
Standards:  

 Standard 3a- Students know features of the ocean floor (magnetic patterns, age, and sea-floor topography) provide 
evidence of plate tectonics.  

 Standard 5a- Students know how differential heating of Earth results in circulation patterns in the atmosphere and 
oceans that globally distribute the heat. 

 Standard 5b- Students know the relationship between the rotation of Earth and the circular motions of ocean currents and 
air in pressure centers. 

 Standard 5d- Students know properties of ocean water, such as temperature and salinity, can be used to explain the 
layered structure of the oceans, the generation of horizontal and vertical ocean currents, and the geographic distribution 
of marine organisms. 

 

 
Unit 13, Volcanoes: Chapter 10 Weeks: 37-38 
Standards: 

 Standards: Standard 3e- Students know there are two kinds of volcanoes: one kind with violent eruptions producing 
steep slopes and the other kind with voluminous lava flows producing gentle slopes.  

 Standard 3f- * Students know the explanation for the location and properties of volcanoes that are due to hot spots and 
the explanation for those that are due to subduction.  

o Investigations 1d- Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1g- Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 

of reality.  
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Learning Experiences and Instruction:  
Teachers utilize the Direct Interactive Instruction model to introduce new skills and concepts that are 
essential to the CAHSEE standards, then reinforce and develop those skills each quarter with the goal of 
bringing students to mastery by the end of the fourth quarter. All instruction will be based on the “I do, We 
do, You do” scaffolding model with an emphasis on individual differentiation as needed. Teachers will use a 
variety of the following: 
 Inquiry-based learning 

 Engaged reading 
opportunities  

 Think-pair-share 

 Reciprocal teaching 

 Cloze reading & writing 

 Guided reading & 
writing 

 Cognitive modeling 

 Questioning strategies 

 Graphic 
organizers/concept 
attainment 

 Student-led groups/ peer 
pairing  

 Metacognitive learning:  
self-regulation, goal-
setting, self-monitoring, 
and self-questioning 

 
 
Support for English Language Learners: 
SDAIE strategies 
Flexible grouping 
Peer pairing 
Realia 
Texts/materials in first language 
Instructional Aide 
 
 
Support for Special Education Students: 
As this is an SDC class, it is designed to meet the needs of the class and of individuals. All students’ IEP 
goals and accommodations will be addressed using a combination of the following: 

 Instructional Aide 

 Audio & visual aids 

 Modified texts 

 Flexible grouping 

 Testing accommodations 

 Tutoring (peer & teacher) 

 Computer-Guided instruction 
 
 
Stretching the Lesson for GATE Students: 
Independent study supplemented with mentoring/tutoring 
Depth & Complexity icons 
Enriched materials and learning experiences 
 

 
 
 

<end> 
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Course Title: SDC Biology Curricular Area: Science 

Course Number: SDC207/208 Length: One year  

Grade Level: 10-12  Prerequisites: Passing grade in Integrated Physical 
Science.   

Meets a UC a-g Requirement: No  Meets NCAA Requirement: No 

Meets High School Graduation Requirement for: 
Biological Science 

 

 
Course Description 
This course introduces SDC students to biological science. Through inquiry, reading, lecture, and lab work, 
students will come to understand that all life is composed of a web of interdependence with both the biotic 
and the abiotic world; that all life has developed through a continuous and unbroken pattern that is both 
stable and random, and that physical events have influenced the speed and direction of this development, 
and continue to do so today.  The course is specifically designed to serve the needs of SDC students. 
 
This course is aligned to the California Content Standards for Science. 
 
Instructional Materials 
Required Textbook(s) 

 Biology. Kenneth Miller 
and Joseph Levine. 
Pearson/Prentice Hall 
2006. ISBN- 13# 
9780132013529. 

 

Supplemental Materials 

 Photo manual dissection of 
The frog and fetal pig 
 
 
DVD/Videos 

 Eyewitness videos 

 NOVA 

 Nature 

 Lorenzo’s oil 

 PBS videos/DVD’s 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Exit Criteria 
Activities Percentage  
Laboratory/Class Activities .......................................40% 
Assessment .................................................................40% 
Homework..................................................................20% 
 Total: 100% 
 
 
Development Team:  
This Course of Study was updated in May 2009 by Richard Hall and Ben Kundert 
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SEMESTER ONE 

First Quarter 

Weeks Standards Unit/Chapter(s) 

1-2 Investigation and Experimentation Intro to Biology: ch. 1-2 

3-4 Cell Biology  Matter: ch. 2 

5-8 Ecology Energy & Ecosystems: ch. 3-5 

 
 

Second Quarter 

Weeks Standards Unit/Chapter(s) 

9-11 Cell Biology Cells: ch. 7, 10 

12-18 Genetics Genetics: ch. 11-14  

 

SEMESTER TWO 

Third Quarter 

Weeks Standards Unit/Chapter(s) 

1-4 Evolution Evolution: ch. 15-17  

5-8 Physiology Human Body Systems: ch. 35-36 

 
 

Fourth Quarter 

Weeks Standards Unit/Chapter(s) 

9-14 Physiology Human Systems: ch. 36-40 

15 --- STAR Testing 

16-19 Ecology Species: ch. 30-32 
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SEMESTER ONE, QUARTER ONE 
UNIT ONE: INTRODUCTION TO BIOLOGY WEEKS 1-2 
 
Standards Covered: 
Investigation and Experimentation: Scientific progress is made by asking meaningful questions and 
conducting careful investigations. As a basis for understanding this concept and addressing the 
content in the other four strands, students should develop their own questions and perform 
investigations. Students will:  

1-a Select and use appropriate tools and technology (such as computer-linked probes, spreadsheets, 
and graphing calculators) to perform tests, collect data, analyze relationships, and display data.  

1-b. Identify and communicate sources of unavoidable experimental error.  
1-c. Identify possible reasons for inconsistent results, such as sources of error or uncontrolled 

conditions.  
1-d. Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence.  
1-f.  Distinguish between hypothesis and theory as scientific terms.  
1-g. Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations of 

reality.  
1-n. Know that when an observation does not agree with an accepted scientific theory, the observation 

is sometimes mistaken or fraudulent (e.g., the Piltdown Man fossil or unidentified flying objects) 
and that the theory is sometimes wrong. 

 

Date Topic Reading 

SEPTEMBER 

2 Introductions and class rules   

3 Introduction to biology and themes Chapter 1 

4 Introduction to biology and themes  

5 Studying Life  Chap 1-.3 

8 Tools and procedures  Chap 1-.4 

9 Using a microscope  Chap 1-.4 

10 Chapter 1 quiz  Chap 1-.1-4 

 
 

UNIT TWO: MATTER WEEKS 3-4 
Standards Covered: 
Cell Biology 

4-b. Students know enzymes are proteins that catalyze biochemical reactions without altering the 
reaction equilibrium and the activities of enzymes depend on the temperature, ionic conditions, and 
the pH of the surroundings.  

4-h. Students know most macromolecules (polysaccharides, nucleic acids, proteins, lipids) in cells and 
organisms are synthesized from a small collection of simple precursors.  

Genetics 
4-e. Students know proteins can differ from one another in the number and sequence of amino acids. 

shapes and chemical properties 
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Date Topic Reading 

SEPTEMBER 

11 Nature of Matter  Chap 2-.1 

12 Atoms, elements, and compounds  Chap 2-.1 

15 Properties of water  Chap 2-.2 

16 Acids and bases lab  Chap 2-.2 

17 Carbon compounds  Chap 2-.3 

18 Chemistry video  Chap 2-.3 

19 Chemical reaction notes/demonstrations  

22   

23 Chemical reactions and enzymes  Chap 2-.4 

24  Review chapter 2  Chap 2-.1-4 

25 Video on matter/energy  

26 Test chapter 2  

 
 

UNIT THREE: ENERGY & ECOSYSTEMS WEEKS 5-8 

 
Standards Covered 
Ecology: Stability in an ecosystem is a balance between competing effects. 

6-a: Students know biodiversity is the sum total of different kinds of organisms and is affected by 
alterations of habitats. 

6-f: Students know at each link in a food web some energy is stored in newly made structures but much 
energy is dissipated into the environment as heat. This dissipation may be represented in an energy 
pyramid. 

6-d: Students know how water, carbon, and nitrogen cycle between abiotic resources and organic 
matter in the ecosystem and how oxygen cycles through photosynthesis and respiration. 

6-e: Students know a vital part of an ecosystem is the stability of its producers and decomposers. 
6-c: Students know how fluctuations in population size in an ecosystem are determined by the relative 

rates of birth, immigration, emigration, and death. 
6-b: Students know how to analyze changes in an ecosystem resulting from changes in climate, human 

activity, introduction of nonnative species, or changes in population size. 
 

Date Topic Reading 

SEPTEMBER 

26 Test chapter 2  

29 Intro to ecology/biosphere   Chapter 3-1 

30 Energy & Ecosystems (standard 6a & 6f)   Chap 3-6 

OCTOBER 

1&2 Energy flow &Food chain Activity Chap 3-2 

3 Cycles of matter Chap 3-3 
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6 Video on food chains in nature  

7 
Food web activity/posters  

8 

9 Quiz on chapter 3  

13 Climate and ecosystems Chap 4:1-2 

14 Video on ecosystems in various climates  

15 Biomes/aquatic ecosystems Chap 4:3-4 

16 Video on aquatic ecosystems  

17 How populations grow Chap 5:1 

20 Limits to population growth Chap 5:2 

21 Predator-prey relationship video 
Notes on 
Predator-prey 
relationships 

22   

23 Human population growth  

24 Quiz on chapter 5 Chap 5:1-3 

   

 
SEMESTER ONE, QUARTER TWO WEEKS 1-10 
 
Standards Covered 
Cell Biology: The fundamental life processes of plants and animals depend on variety of chemical 
reactions that occur in specialized areas of the organism’s cells. 

1-h: Students know most macromolecules in cells and organisms are synthesized from a small 
collection of simple precursors. 

1-c: Students know how prokaryotic cells, eukaryotic cells (plants and animals), and viruses differ in 
complexity and general structure. 

1-d: Students know the central dogma of molecular biology outlines the flow of information from 
transcription of RNA in the nucleus to the translation of proteins on ribosomes in the cytoplasm. 

1-e: Students know the role of the ER and Golgi apparatus in the secretion of proteins. 
1-a: Students know cells are enclosed within semi permeable membranes that regulate their 

interaction with their surroundings. 
1-f: Students know usable energy is captured from sunlight by chloroplasts and is stored through the 

synthesis of sugar from carbon dioxide. 
 

Date Topic Reading 

OCTOBER 

27 Cells and the cell theory Chap 7:1 

28 Eukaryotic cell structure and function Chap 7:2 

29 Notes on cell organelles/functions  

30 Video on cells  

31 Cell Drawings/labeling plant cell  
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NOVEMBER 

3 Cell Drawings/labeling animal cell  

4 Cell membrane & control of their environment  
Chap 
7:3(standard 
1a) 

5 Cell groupings (tissues, organs, organ systems  Chap 7:4 

6 Lab on cells and the microscope  

7 Video on cell functions/diversity  

10 Review chapter 7  

12 Test chap. 7  Chap 7:1-4 

13 Regulating the cell cycle  Chap 10:3 

14 Cancer and stem cell research  Chap 10:3 

17 Notes on cancer/ stem cell research  

 
 

UNIT FIVE: GENETICS WEEKS 12-18 
 
Standards Covered” 
Genetics: Mutation and sexual reproduction lead to genetic variation in a population.  

2-a:  Students know meiosis is an early step in sexual reproduction in which the pairs of chromosomes 
separate and segregate randomly during cell division to produce gametes containing one 
chromosome of each type. 

2-b:  Students know only certain cells in a multicellular organism undergo meiosis. 
2-c:  Students know how random chromosome segregation explains the probability that a particular 

allele will be in a gamete. 
2-d:  Students know new combinations of alleles may be generated in a zygote through the fusion of 

male and female gametes (fertilization). 
2-e:  Students know why approximately half of an individual's DNA sequence comes from each parent. 
2-f:  Students know the role of chromosomes in determining an individual's sex. 

Genetics: A multicellular organism develops from a single zygote, and its phenotype depends on its   
genotype, which is established at fertilization. 

3-b: Students know the genetic basis for Mendel's laws of segregation and independent assortment. 
3-a: Students know how to predict the probable outcome of phenotypes in a genetic cross from the 

genotypes of the parents and mode of inheritance (autosomal or X-linked, dominant or recessive). 
Genetics: Genes are a set of instructions encoded in the DNA sequence of each organism that specify 
the sequence of amino acids in proteins characteristic of that organism. 
The genetic composition of cells can be altered by incorporation of exogenous DNA into the cells. 

5-a: Students know the general structures and functions of DNA, RNA, and protein. 
5-b: Students know how to apply base-pairing rules to explain precise copying of DNA during semi 

conservative replication and transcription of information from DNA into mRNA. 
4-b: Students know how to apply the genetic coding rules to predict the sequence of amino acids from a 

sequence of codons in RNA. 
4-c: Students know how mutations in the DNA sequence of a gene may or may not affect the 

expression of the gene or the sequence of amino acids in an encoded protein. 
5-c: Students know how genetic engineering (biotechnology) is used to produce novel biomedical and 

agricultural products. 
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Date Topic Reading Standards Covered 

18 Introduction to genetics  Chap 11:1  

19 Notes: traits, hybrids, genes, alleles 
Principle of 
dominance, & 
segregation  

(standard 3b) 

20 Punnett squares   Chap 11:2  

21 Independent assortment, multiple alleles  Chap 11:3     (standard 3a) 

29 Meiosis & sexual reproduction  Chap 11:4-5 (standards 2a 2g) 

DECEMBER 

1 Human heredity, genetic disorders Chap 14:1  

2 Genetics Problems   

3 Using a pedigree   

4 Analyzing Pedigrees   (standard 3c) 

5 Human chromosome disorders Chap 14:2  

8 
 Human Karyotype Labs   

10 

11 Human gene therapy  Chap 14:3  

12 Human DNA analysis   Chap 14:3 (standards 3a - 3c) 

15 Genetics Lab   

16 

Movie: Lorenzo's Oil    17 

18 

19 Quiz on human genetics  Chap 14:1-3  

JANUARY 

5 Structure of DNA,  Chap 12:1 (standards 5a & 4e) 

6 Video: The double helix   

7 Chromosomes and DNA replication Chap 12:2  

8 DNA fingerprinting/forensics 
Notes on DNA structure and replication 

Chap 12:1-2  
9 

12 Transcription, translation & gene regulation    Chap 12:3  (standards 5b, 4a, 4b, & 4d)   

13 Notes on DNA protein synthesis 
Mutations and gene regulation (standard 4c) 

Chap 12:4-5  
14 

15 
16 

Genetic engineering  
Genetic engineering & Society  

Chap 13:1-2 (standard 5c) 

20 Transcription, translation of DNA lab   

21 Genetic engineering  Chap 13:3-4  

22 Genetic engineering lab    
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23 GATTACA video   

26 GATTACA video   

27 Finals-------minimum day   

28 Finals-------minimum day   

29 Finals-------minimum day   

30 No students: end of 1
st
 semester   

 
 

UNIT SIX: EVOLUTION WEEKS 1-4 
 
Standards Covered 
Evolution is the result of genetic changes that occur in constantly changing environments. 

8-a: Students know how natural selection determines the differential survival of groups of organisms. 
8-b: Students know a great diversity of species increases the chance that at least some organisms 

survive major changes in the environment. 
8-c: Students know the effects of genetic drift on the diversity of organisms in a population. 
8-d: Students know reproductive or geographic isolation affects speciation. 
8-e: Students know how to analyze fossil evidence with regard to biological diversity, episodic 

speciation, and mass extinction. 
The frequency of an allele in a gene pool of a population depends on many factors and may be stable 
or unstable over time. 

7-d: Students know variation within a species increases the likelihood that at least some members of a 
species will survive under changed environmental conditions. 

7-c: Students know new mutations are constantly being generated in a gene pool. 
7-a: Students know why natural selection acts on the phenotype rather than the genotype of an 

organism. 
7-b: Students know why alleles that are lethal in a homozygous individual may be carried in a 

heterozygote and thus maintained in a gene pool. 
 

Date Topic Reading 

FEBRUARY 

2 
Introduction to Evolution  
Darwins voyage 

Chapter 15.1 

3 Outline of evolution notes  

4 Evidence for Evolution  Chapter 15.2 

5 Video  

6 Survival of the fittest Chapter 15.3 

10 
Mechanisms for Evolutionary change: 
gene pools and variation, polygenic traits 

Chapter 16.1 

11 (standards 7d & 7c)  

12 

Evolution & Natural Selection (standard 
8a) 
As genetic change force. 

Chapter 16.2 
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13 Evolution & the Diversity of Species, 
Genetic Drift, and Speciation (standard 8b, 
8c, & 8d) 

Chapter 16.3 

17 

18 Speciation 
Natural Selection & 
Genetic Drift Lab 

19 
Evidence for Evolution (standard 8e)Fossil 
records. 

Chapter 17.1 

20 How Life Began Video  

23  Early EARTH history     Chapter 17.2 

24 
Patterns of evolution (punctuated 
equilibrium) 

Chapter 17.3-4 

25 Chapter 15-17 Test)  

 
 

UNIT SEVEN: PHYSIOLOGY—HUMAN BODY SYSTEMS WEEKS 5-14 
 
Standards Covered: 
Physiology: As a result of the coordinated structures and functions of organ systems, the internal 

environment of the human body remains relatively stable (homeostatic) despite changes in the outside 
environment. 

9-a: Students know how the complementary activity of major body systems provides cells with oxygen 
and nutrients and removes toxic waste products such as carbon dioxide. 

9-d: Students know the functions of the nervous system and the role of neurons in transmitting 
electrochemical impulses. 

9-b: Students know how the nervous system mediates communication between different parts of the 
body and the body's interactions with the environment. 

9-c: Students know how feedback loops regulate conditions in the body. 
Physiology: Organisms have a variety of mechanisms to combat disease. 

10-d: Students know there are important differences between bacteria and viruses with respect to their 
requirements for growth and replication, the body's primary defenses against bacterial and viral 
infections, and effective treatment of these infections. 

10-a: Students know the role of the skin in providing nonspecific defenses against infection. 
10-b: Students know the role of antibodies in the body's response to infection. 
10-c: Students know how vaccination protects an individual from infectious diseases. 
10-e: Students know why an individual with a compromised immune system (AIDS) may be unable to 

fight off and survive infections by microorganisms that are usually benign.  
 

Date Topic Reading 

FEBRUARY 

26 Human body systems   Chapter 35:1 

27 Video: Incredible Human Machine  

MARCH 

2 Human Nervous system Chapter 35:2 
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3 Neurons and the synapse notes/parts of the 
nerve cell. 

 
4 

5 Divisions of the nervous system   Chapter 35:3 

6 The brain video  

9 The senses    Chapter 35:4 

10 Optical illusions, blind spot lab   

11 Drugs and the nervous system    Chapter 35:5 

12 Video: Illegal drugs   

16 Notes on narcotics/  

17 Notes on hallucinogens  

18 Handout: Drugs and the nervous system  

19 Alcohol and Nicotine notes  

20 Marijuana handout  

23 Skeletal system  Chapter 36:1 

24 Notes on fractures and broken bones  

25 Bone notes  

26 Muscular system  Chapter 36:2 

27 Anabolic steroids notes  

APRIL 

6 Skin system  Chapter 36:3 

7 Pimples handout  

8 Circulatory system Chapter 37:1 

9 Video: heart attacks/strokes  

10 Blood and lymphatic system Chapter 37:2 

13 Notes on blood/circulation  

14 Respiratory system Chapter 37:3 

15 Asthma/ emphysema  

16 
 Review chap. 36 & 37 

17 

20 Test on 36 & 37 

21 Food and Nutrition Chapter 38:1 

22 My Pyramid notes on diet.  

23 Analysis: Evaluating food labels  

24 Process of digestion Chapter 38:2 

27 Excretory system  

28 Review excretory system  

29 Endocrine system/ Human Endocrine system Chapter 39:1-2 

30 Hormone notes  
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MAY 

4 Reproductive system Chapter 39:3 

5 Video; Miracle of Life  

6 Fertilization and development Chapter 39:4 

7 Video: 18 ways to make a baby (IVF)  

8 Review 39:1-4 

11 Test Chapter 39:1-4 

12 Infectious disease/Immune sytstem Chapter 40:1-2 

13 Video: Typhoid Mary  

14 Immune Sytem disorders Chapter 40:3 

15 Environment and Health Chapter 40:4 

18 AIDS video  

19 

STAR TESTING? 
20 

21 

22 

 
 
 

UNIT EIGHT: SPECIES WEEKS 16-19 
 
Standards 
Ecology: Stability in an ecosystem is a balance between competing effects. As a basis for 
understanding this concept:  

6-a Students know biodiversity is the sum total of different kinds of organisms and is affected by 
alterations of habitats.  

6-b. Students know how to analyze changes in an ecosystem resulting from changes in climate, human 
activity, introduction of nonnative species, or changes in population size.  

6-c. Students know how fluctuations in population size in an ecosystem are determined by the relative 
rates of birth, immigration, emigration, and death 

Evolution: Evolution is the result of genetic changes that occur in constantly changing environments. 
As a basis for understanding this concept:  

8-a.  Students know how natural selection determines the differential survival of groups of organisms.  
8-b.  Students know a great diversity of species increases the chance that at least some organisms 

survive major changes in the environment. 
8-e.  Students know how to analyze fossil evidence with regard to biological diversity, episodic 

speciation, and mass extinction.  

 
 

Date Topic Reading 

MAY 

26 Fish and how they evolved  Chapter 30:2. 

27 Video on fish/shark evolution  

28 Amphibians Chapter 30.3 
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29 Reptiles  Chapter 31:1 

JUNE 

1 Dinosaurs video  

2 Crocodiles/alligators Chapter 31:2 

3 Video on crocodiles/ alligators  

4 Intro to mammals/diversity in mammals Chapter 32:1-2 

5 Mammal Video: Grizzly bears  

8 Pig dissection lab  

9 Pig dissection lab  

10 

Review for Final 
11 

12 

15 

 2nd Semester Finals (minimum days) 
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Learning Experiences and Instruction:  
Teachers utilize the Direct Interactive Instruction model to introduce new skills and concepts that are 
essential to the Science and CAHSEE standards with an emphasis on individual differentiation as needed.  
 
Teachers will use a variety of the following: 

 Inquiry-based learning 

 Engaged reading 
opportunities  

 Think-pair-share 

 Reciprocal teaching 

 Cloze reading & writing 

 Guided reading & 
writing 

 Cognitive modeling 

 Questioning strategies 

 Graphic 
organizers/concept 
attainment 

 Student-led groups/ peer 
pairing  

 Metacognitive learning:  
self-regulation, goal-
setting, self-monitoring, 
and self-questioning 

 
 
Support for English Language Learners: 
SDAIE strategies 
Flexible grouping 
Peer pairing 
Realia 
Texts/materials in first language 
Instructional Aide 
 
 
 
Support for Special Education Students: 
As this is an SDC class, it is designed to meet the needs of the class and of individuals. All students’ IEP 
goals and accommodations will be addressed using a combination of the following: 

 Instructional Aide 

 Audio & visual aids 

 Modified texts (supplementary materials) 

 Flexible grouping 

 Testing accommodations 

 Tutoring (peer & teacher) 

 Computer-Guided instruction 

 Individualized academic instruction 

 Modified assignments 
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Course Title: SDC Earth Science Curricular Area: Science 

Course Number: SDC107/108 Length: One year  

Grade Level: 9-12  Prerequisites: None 

Meets a UC a-g Requirement:  Meets NCAA Requirement:  

Meets High School Graduation Requirement for: 
Biology Elective Credit  

 

 
Course Description 
This course covers the fundamental topics associated with the formation and changes in the earth's crust, 
meteorology, astronomy, paleontology, materials of the earth, earth cycles, history of the earth, and earth in 
space.  
 

Alignment 
This course is aligned to Earth Sciences California Content Standards for California public schools. 
 
 

Instructional Materials 
  

Required Textbook(s) 

 Earth Science California Ed., 
Prentice Hall 2007 ISBN 0-
13-166-755-6  

 
Web Sites 
http://www.PHSchool.com 

Supplemental Materials 

 Earth Science California Ed, 
Guided Reading & Study 
Workbook; 

 Earth Science California Ed 
Laboratory Manual; GEODe 

 CD-ROM Student Express 

Suggested Video/DVDs//Films 
Eyewitness Videos: 

 Volcano, 1996 

 Prehistoric Life, 1996 

 Weather – 1996 

 Jungle – 1995 

 Rocks & Mineral –1996 

 Planet Storm (2003) 

 Planet Earth (BBC) 2007 

 The Blue Planet -2002 
 
Exit Criteria 
Activities Percentage  
Quizzes .......................................................................15% 
Homework..................................................................5% 
Class work ..................................................................55% 
Tests ...........................................................................15% 
Final Examination ......................................................10% 
 Total: 100% 
Development Team  
This Course of Study was updated in 2009 by Ben Kundert 
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First Quarter 

Unit 1, Introduction to Earth Science:  Weeks: 1-3 
Standards 

 Standard 1b- Students know the evidence from Earth and moon rocks indicates that the solar system was formed from a 
nebular cloud of dust and gas approximately 4.6 billion years ago. 

 Standards: 1f and 1g: Investigations 1f- Distinguish between hypothesis and theory as scientific terms.  

 Investigations 1g- Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations of reality 

 
 
Unit 2, Historical Geology: Chapters 12 & 13 Weeks: 4-7 
Standards 

 Standard 1c- Students know the evidence from geological studies of Earth and other planets suggest that the early Earth 
was very different from Earth today. 

 Standard 1f- Students know the evidence for the dramatic effects that asteroid impacts have had in shaping the surface of 
planets and their moons and in mass extinctions of life on Earth. 

 Standard 6c- Students know how Earth's climate has changed over time, corresponding to changes in     Earth's 
geography, atmospheric composition, and other factors, such as solar radiation and plate movement. 

 Standard 8b- Students know how the composition of Earth's atmosphere has evolved over geologic time and know the 
effect of outgassing, the variations of carbon dioxide concentration, and the origin of atmospheric oxygen.  

o Investigations 1g- Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 
of reality. 

o Investigations 1i- Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 
phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem).  

o Investigations 1k- Recognize the cumulative nature of scientific evidence. 
o Investigations 1m- Investigate a science-based societal issue by researching the literature, analyzing data, and 

communicating the findings. Examples of issues include irradiation of food, cloning of animals by somatic cell 
nuclear transfer, choice of energy sources, and land and water use decisions in California.  

 
 
Unit 3, Matter, Minerals, and Properties of Minerals: Chapters 2-4 and Chapter 13a, sections 1&2
 Weeks: 8-10 
Standards 

 Standard 3c- Students know how to explain the properties of rocks based on the physical and chemical conditions in 
which they formed, including plate tectonic processes. 

 Standard 4a- Students know the relative amount of incoming solar energy compared with Earth’s internal energy and the 
energy used by society. 

 Standard 4c – Students know the different atmospheric gases that absorb the Earth's thermal radiation and the 
mechanism and significance of the greenhouse effect. 

 Standard 7a- Students know the carbon cycle of photosynthesis and respiration and the nitrogen cycle. 

 Standard 7b- Students know the global carbon cycle: the different physical and chemical forms of carbon in the 
atmosphere, oceans, biomass, fossil fuels, and the movement of carbon among these reservoirs.  

 Standard 7c - Students know the movement of matter among reservoirs is driven by Earth's internal and external sources 
of energy.  

 Standard 7d - Students know the relative residence times and flow characteristics of carbon in and out of its different 
reservoirs.  

 Standard 8c- Students know the location of the ozone layer in the upper atmosphere, its role in absorbing ultraviolet 
radiation, and the way in which this layer varies both naturally and in response to human activities. 

 Standard 9a - Students know the resources of major economic importance in California and their relation to California's 
geology. 

o Investigations 1d- Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1f- Distinguish between hypothesis and theory as scientific terms.  
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o Investigations 1g- Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 
of reality.  

o Investigations 1k- Recognize the cumulative nature of scientific evidence. 
o Investigations 1l- Analyze situations and solve problems that require combining and applying concepts from 

more than one area of science. 

 
 

Second Quarter 

Unit 4, Plate Tectonics: Chapter 9 Weeks: 11-12 
Standards 

 Standard 3a- Students know features of the ocean floor (magnetic patterns, age, and sea-floor topography) provide 
evidence of plate tectonics.  

 Standard 3b- Students know the principal structures that form at the three different kinds of plate boundaries.  

 Standard 3d- Students know why and how earthquakes occur and the scales used to measure their intensity and 
magnitude.  

 Standard 3f- * Students know the explanation for the location and properties of volcanoes that are due to hot spots and 
the explanation for those that are due to subduction.  

o Investigations 1i- Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 
phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem).  

o Investigations 1k- Recognize the cumulative nature of scientific evidence. 

 

 
Unit 5, Earthquakes and California Hazards: Chapter 5 (selections) 8, & 13 (selections) 
Chapter 5.3 (Mass Movement/ CA Hazards)  Weeks: 13-14 
Chapter 13a, section 3  
Standards 

 Standard 3d- Students know why and how earthquakes occur and the scales used to measure their intensity and 
magnitude.  

 Standard 9b- Students know the principal natural hazards in different California regions and the geologic basis of those 
hazards. 

 Standard 9d-* Students know how to analyze published geologic hazard maps of California and know how to use the 
map's information to identify evidence of geologic events of the past and predict geologic changes in the future.  

o Investigations 1d- Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1m - Investigate a science-based societal issue by researching the literature, analyzing data, and 

communicating the findings. Examples of issues include irradiation of food, cloning of animals by somatic cell 
nuclear transfer, choice of energy sources, and land and water use decisions in California. 

 
 
Unit 6, Atmosphere and Climate Chapters 17, 21.1, 21.3 Weeks: 15-18 
Standards 

 Standard 4b-Students know the relative amount of incoming solar energy compared with Earth's internal energy and the 
energy used by society. 

 Standard 5a- Students know how differential heating of Earth results in circulation patterns in the atmosphere and oceans 
that globally distribute the heat.  

 Standard 6a -Students know weather (in the short run) and climate (in the long run) involve the transfer of energy into 
and out of the atmosphere. 

 Standard 6b -Students know the effects on climate of latitude, elevation, topography, and proximity to large bodies of 
water and cold or warm ocean currents. 

 Standard 6c- Students know how Earth's climate has changed over time, corresponding to changes in Earth's geography, 
atmospheric composition, and other factors, such as solar radiation and plate movement. 

 Standard 6d- * Students know how computer models are used to predict the effects of the increase in greenhouse gases 
on climate for the planet as a whole and for specific regions. 

 Standard 8a- Students know the thermal structure and chemical composition of the atmosphere. 



Colton Joint Unified School District Course of Study 

Pacing Guides for SDC Earth Science 

Board approved XXX Page 4 of 7 printed 09/24/09 

Secondary Curriculum Council Approved: September 8, 2009 
\\Dist-fs1\boarditems\2009-10\CURRICULUM\Ed. Services Div. Oct. 1\B_5. SDC_Earth_Science_Course_Description_2009 v2.doc 

 Standard 8c- Students know the location of the ozone layer in the upper atmosphere, its role in absorbing ultraviolet 
radiation, and the way in which this layer varies both naturally and in response to human activities. 

 Investigations 1d – Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 

 Investigations 1g –Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations of 
reality. 

 Investigations 1i - Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural phenomena (e.g., 
relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an ecosystem). 

 Investigations 1m - Investigate a science-based societal issue by researching the literature, analyzing data, and 
communicating the findings. Examples of issues include irradiation of food, cloning of animals by somatic cell nuclear 
transfer, choice of energy sources, and land and water use decisions in California. 

 

 
Week: 19 Semester Exams 
 
 

Third Quarter 

Unit 7, Water in the Atmosphere Chapters 18 (selections) & 19 Weeks: 20-23 
18.1-Air Pressure/Wind,  
18.3- Cloud Types/Precipitation,  
Standards 

 Standard 5a- Students know how differential heating of Earth results in circulation patterns in the atmosphere and 
oceans that globally distribute the heat.  

 Standard 5b -Students know weather (in the short run) and climate (in the long run) involve the transfer of energy into 
and out of the atmosphere. 

 Standard 5c- Students know the origin and effects of temperature inversions. 

 Standard 5e- Students know rain forests and deserts on Earth are distributed in bands at specific latitudes. 

 Standard 5f- * Students know the interaction of wind patterns, ocean currents, and mountain ranges results in the global 
pattern of latitudinal bands of rain forests and deserts. 

 Standard 5g- * Students know features of the ENSO (El Niño southern oscillation) cycle in terms of sea-surface and air 
temperature variations across the Pacific and some climatic results of this cycle. 

 Standard 6b -Students know the effects on climate of latitude, elevation, topography, and proximity to large bodies of 
water and cold or warm ocean currents. 

o Investigations 1d – Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1g –Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 

of reality.  
 

 
Unit 8 Weather Patterns and Severe Storms: Chapter 20 Weeks: 24-25 
Standards 

o Standard 1d- Students know the evidence indicating that the planets are much closer to Earth than the stars are.  

 
 
Unit 9, Mountain Building: Chapter 5 and 6 Selections  Weeks: 26-27 
5.2 Nitrogen Cycle/erosion,  
6.1 Water Cycle,  
6.3 Hot springs/geysers/caverns,  
Carbon Cycle, p.85 
Standards 

 Standard 3b- Students know the principal structures that form at the three different kinds of plate boundaries.  

 Standard 3c- Students know how to explain the properties of rocks based on the physical and chemical conditions in 
which they formed, including plate tectonic processes.  

 Standard 9b- Students know the principal natural hazards in different California regions and the geologic basis of those 
hazards. 
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o Investigations 1i - Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 
phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem). 

 Standard 7a- Students know the carbon cycle of photosynthesis and respiration and the nitrogen cycle. 

 Standard 9c- Students know the importance of water to society, the origins of California’s fresh water, and the 
relationship between supply and need. 

o Investigations 1b - Identify and communicate sources of unavoidable experimental error.  
o Investigations 1c - Identify possible reasons for inconsistent results, such as sources of error or uncontrolled 

conditions.  
o Investigations 1d – Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1m - Investigate a science-based societal issue by researching the literature, analyzing data, and 

communicating the findings. Examples of issues include irradiation of food, cloning of animals by somatic cell 

nuclear transfer, choice of energy sources, and land and water use decisions in California. 

 

 

Fourth Quarter 

Unit 10, The Solar System: Chapters 22-23 Week: 28-30 
Standards: 

  Standard 1a- Students know how the differences and similarities among the sun, the terrestrial planets, and the gas 
planets may have been established during the formation of the solar system.  

 Standard 1b Students know the evidence from Earth and moon rocks indicates that the solar system was formed from a 
nebular cloud of dust and gas approximately 4.6 billion years ago.   

 Standard 1d- Students know the evidence indicating that the planets are much closer to Earth than the stars are. 

 Standard 1f- Students know the evidence for the dramatic effects that asteroid impacts have had in shaping the surface of 
planets and their moons and in mass extinctions of life on Earth. 

 Standard 4d- * Students know the differing greenhouse conditions on Earth, Mars, and Venus; the origins of those 
conditions; and the climatic consequences of each. 

o Investigations 1g - Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 
of reality. 

o Investigations 1i - Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 
phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem). 

o Investigations 1n - Know that when an observation does not agree with an accepted scientific theory, the 
observation is sometimes mistaken or fraudulent (e.g., the Piltdown Man fossil or unidentified flying objects) 
and that the theory is sometimes wrong (e.g., the Ptolemaic model of the movement of the Sun, Moon, and 
planets). 

 

Unit 11, Stars and the Universe: Chapters 24-25 Weeks: 31-34 
Standards: 

 Standard 1d- Students know the evidence indicating that the planets are much closer to Earth than the stars are. 

 Standard 1e -Students know the Sun is a typical star and is powered by nuclear reactions, primarily the fusion of 
hydrogen to form helium. 

 Standard 1g -* Students know the evidence for the existence of planets orbiting other stars. 

 Standard 2a- Students know the solar system is located in an outer edge of the disc-shaped Milky Way galaxy, which 
spans 100,000 light years. 

 Standard 2b- Students know galaxies are made of billions of stars and comprise most of the visible mass of the universe. 

 Standard 2c Students know the evidence indicating that all elements with an atomic number greater than that of lithium 
have been formed by nuclear fusion in stars. - 

 Standard 2d- Students know that stars differ in their life cycles and that visual, radio, and X-ray telescopes may be used 
to collect data that reveal those differences.  

 Standard 2e- * Students know accelerators boost subatomic particles to energy levels that simulate conditions in the stars 
and in the early history of the universe before stars formed. 

 Standard 2f- * Students know the evidence indicating that the color, brightness, and evolution of a star are determined by 
a balance between gravitational collapse and nuclear fusion. 
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 Standard 2g- * Students know how the red-shift from distant galaxies and the cosmic background radiation provide 
evidence for the "big bang" model that suggests that the universe has been expanding for 10 to 20 billion years. 

o Investigations 1d – Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1i - Analyze the locations, sequences, or time intervals that are characteristic of natural 

phenomena (e.g., relative ages of rocks, locations of planets over time, and succession of species in an 
ecosystem). 

o Investigations 1n - Know that when an observation does not agree with an accepted scientific theory, the 
observation is sometimes mistaken or fraudulent (e.g., the Piltdown Man fossil or unidentified flying objects) 
and that the theory is sometimes wrong (e.g., the Ptolemaic model of the movement of the Sun, Moon, and 
planets). 

 
 
Unit 12, Oceanography: Chapters 14, 15, 16 Selections Weeks: 35-36  
14.1- Sea floor mapping,  
14.2- Review, 15,  
15.2- all,  
16. 
Standards:  

 Standard 3a- Students know features of the ocean floor (magnetic patterns, age, and sea-floor topography) provide 
evidence of plate tectonics.  

 Standard 5a- Students know how differential heating of Earth results in circulation patterns in the atmosphere and 
oceans that globally distribute the heat. 

 Standard 5b- Students know the relationship between the rotation of Earth and the circular motions of ocean currents and 
air in pressure centers. 

 Standard 5d- Students know properties of ocean water, such as temperature and salinity, can be used to explain the 
layered structure of the oceans, the generation of horizontal and vertical ocean currents, and the geographic distribution 
of marine organisms. 

 

 
Unit 13, Volcanoes: Chapter 10 Weeks: 37-38 
Standards: 

 Standards: Standard 3e- Students know there are two kinds of volcanoes: one kind with violent eruptions producing 
steep slopes and the other kind with voluminous lava flows producing gentle slopes.  

 Standard 3f- * Students know the explanation for the location and properties of volcanoes that are due to hot spots and 
the explanation for those that are due to subduction.  

o Investigations 1d- Formulate explanations by using logic and evidence. 
o Investigations 1g- Recognize the usefulness and limitations of models and theories as scientific representations 

of reality.  
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Learning Experiences and Instruction:  
Teachers utilize the Direct Interactive Instruction model to introduce new skills and concepts that are 
essential to the CAHSEE standards, then reinforce and develop those skills each quarter with the goal of 
bringing students to mastery by the end of the fourth quarter. All instruction will be based on the “I do, We 
do, You do” scaffolding model with an emphasis on individual differentiation as needed. Teachers will use a 
variety of the following: 
 Inquiry-based learning 

 Engaged reading 
opportunities  

 Think-pair-share 

 Reciprocal teaching 

 Cloze reading & writing 

 Guided reading & 
writing 

 Cognitive modeling 

 Questioning strategies 

 Graphic 
organizers/concept 
attainment 

 Student-led groups/ peer 
pairing  

 Metacognitive learning:  
self-regulation, goal-
setting, self-monitoring, 
and self-questioning 

 
 
Support for English Language Learners: 
SDAIE strategies 
Flexible grouping 
Peer pairing 
Realia 
Texts/materials in first language 
Instructional Aide 
 
 
Support for Special Education Students: 
As this is an SDC class, it is designed to meet the needs of the class and of individuals. All students’ IEP 
goals and accommodations will be addressed using a combination of the following: 

 Instructional Aide 

 Audio & visual aids 

 Modified texts 

 Flexible grouping 

 Testing accommodations 

 Tutoring (peer & teacher) 

 Computer-Guided instruction 
 
 
Stretching the Lesson for GATE Students: 
Independent study supplemented with mentoring/tutoring 
Depth & Complexity icons 
Enriched materials and learning experiences 
 

 
 
 

<end> 



 
 

BOARD AGENDA 
 
 

 REGULAR  MEETING
October 1, 2009

CONSENT  ITEM

TO: Board of Education 
  
PRESENTED BY: Jaime R. Ayala, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services Division 
  
SUBJECT: Acceptance of Gifts 
  
GOAL: Community Relations 
  
STRATEGIC PLAN: Strategy #6 – Character 
 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board accept the gifts as listed on the attached matrix. 
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BOARD AGENDA 
 
 

 REGULAR  MEETING
October 1, 2009

CONSENT  ITEM

TO: Board of Education 
 

PRESENTED BY: Jaime R. Ayala, Assistant Superintendent Business Services Division 
 

SUBJECT: Approval of Cherrydale Farms Fundraiser at Terrace Hills Middle 
School (October through November 2009) 
 

GOAL: Budget Planning, Community Relations & Parent Involvement 
  
STRATEGIC PLAN: Strategy #6 – Character 

 
BACKGROUND: Students will sell items from the Cherrydale Farms Fundraising catalog 

for a two-week period, October thru November 2009.  Funds raised 
will be used for student assemblies, activities, recognition, and awards. 

BUDGET 
IMPLICATIONS: 

 
No cost to the District 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
 
That the Board approve the Cherrydale Farms Fundraiser at Terrace 
Hills Middle School (October through November 2009). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




