
Lincoln College Preparatory Academy – Assessment Policy

Philosophy

Lincoln College Preparatory Academy believes that assessment should support and reflect effective classroom
instruction and learning. Therefore, we evaluate student work as direct evidence of achievement with the
standards and practices of the IB Diploma Program courses and the stated goals of the LCPA curriculum.

Principles of Assessment and Compliance with IB

LCPA recognizes the interdependency between teaching, learning, and assessment. We are guided by the
following IB principles to support the profile of the IB Learner:

● Student achievement will be measured against clearly defined standards and expectations.
● Assessment tasks will support effective classroom instruction and learning.
● Assessment will include a wide variety of formative and summative assessment tasks and components

and give students multiple opportunities to demonstrate their learning.
● Assessment practices will, when possible, reflect/accommodate the diversity of student needs, learning

styles, and cultural experiences to provide an equitable learning experience for all students, including an
emphasis on international and intercultural dimensions.

● The assessment system will give significant attention to higher-order cognitive skills.
● Assessment results will be documented; timely and constructive feedback should also be given to

students, parents, and other stakeholders.
● Assessment data will be analyzed and used to guide curriculum, assessment, and instructional practice.

What Do We Assess?

LCPA’s assessment procedures evaluate the degree to which students have mastered advanced academic skills,
including but not limited to the following examples:

● critically analyzing and presenting of information
● evaluating works of authors and artists
● constructing arguments and formulating opinions
● proposing creative solutions to problems
● communicating effectively

LCPA’s assessment methods also measure the following basic competencies:

● student proficiency in each essential skill and content area
● student retention of knowledge
● student comprehension of key concepts
● student application of Missouri state standards and benchmarks

LCPA teachers include formative and summative assessment tasks with recognition of the DP assessment
criteria as outlined below:

● Formative – the purpose of LCPA’s formative assessments is to conduct in-process evaluations of
student comprehension, learning needs, and academic progress during a lesson. Examples of the
formative assessments implemented at LCPA include (but are not limited to) the following:

o assignments
o exercises
o cooperative learning

o discussions
o graphic organizers
o gallery walks



o think-pair-share
o summarizing

o outlining a paper
o pre-tests
o etc.

● Summative – the purpose of LCPA’s summative assessments is to evaluate students’ learning, skill
acquisition, and academic achievement at the conclusion of a defined instructional period. Examples of
the summative assessments implemented at LCPA include (but are not limited to) the following:

o end of unit exam
o research paper
o project

o performance task
o standardized test
o etc.

In addition to these academic skills, the Diploma Program assessment promotes an international perspective and
intercultural skills and attitudes where relevant.

Rights and Responsibilities of the School Community

● Students will:
○ actively engage in the learning process
○ produce work of a high quality that accurately reflects their best skills
○ evaluate their learning, set growth goals, and reflect on their individual development
○ abide by all assessment processes and procedures outlined by teachers and school leadership

● Teachers will:
○ implement assessments that are aligned with IB standards and informed by data
○ provide students with clear assessment expectations
○ provide timely feedback on academic progress to students and parents
○ follow deadlines outlined by the IB Assessment calendar
○ use a variety of instructional strategies to differentiate instruction
○ accommodate student needs in accordance with 504 and IEPs to accurately assess all students
○ analyze student work to inform instruction

● School Leadership will:
○ communicate expectations to all stakeholders
○ support teachers in the implementation of the assessment policy
○ provide previous IB assessment data to guide planning and future instruction
○ supervise IB testing and monitoring testing conditions

● Parents/Guardians will:
○ value the learning process and support teachers and school leadership in holding their student

accountable for learning outcomes
○ review assessments and feedback with their student and encourage continued engagement and

growth from their student
○ provide their student with the needed materials and supportive environment
○ supports their student in the educational process and be mindful of the learning process as

opposed to focusing solely on grades

Purpose of Assessment

LCPA engages in the process of assessing its student body in order to:

● offer multiple opportunities for the student to demonstrate learning
● evaluate, support, improve, and motivate student learning and achievement



● determine the effectiveness of curriculum and instruction
● assess student performance according to national, state, district, and Diploma Program criteria and

expectations
● provide constructive feedback to students and other appropriate stakeholders

Assessment Practices

LCPA assesses its students by gathering and using our best professional expertise to analyze and interpret the
data from a variety of sources including:

● ongoing and continuous formative assessment by teachers
● summative assessment projects/exams/performance tasks where appropriate
● conversations and observations
● self-assessment and peer-assessment

LCPA’s staff work together within their LCPA Professional Learning Communities and across the staff to create
common assessments and to analyze student results to better meet the needs of our students.

Local, State and National Testing Requirements:

LCPA follows the district mandated testing in the following areas:

● ACCUPLACER – all sophomores, administered in the fall
● ACT – all seniors, administered in the fall and all juniors with select sophomores, administered in the

spring
● End of Course Exams (EOC) – all students in Biology 1, Algebra 1, American Government, and English

9 and 10 and all students enrolled Project Lead the Way courses (Medical Interventions, Human Body
Systems, Principles of Biomedical, Computer Science Essentials, and Computer Science Principles)

Optional Test Offerings for LCPA students:
● ACCESS – English Learner assessment, selected EL students grades 9th – 12th, administered in the

winter
● Advanced Placement (AP) - self-selected 9-12th grade students
● Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) - JROTC students
● Missouri Seal of Biliteracy (SoBL) – self-selected 12th grade students
● Project Lead the Way (PLTW) assessments - self-selected 9-12th grade students
● PSAT – selected 10th graders and all 11th graders, administered in the fall

Grading and Reporting
At LCPA, students consistently receive grades to recognize their performance and validate their learning.
Teachers award credit to students for what they have achieved and for demonstrating what they know and
understand. Where appropriate, IB Diploma markschemes and rubrics are used.

The recording and reporting of individual student achievement should occur through multiple media to allow
for timely and detailed feedback to students, parents, and other stakeholders. Channels for recording and
publishing grades include the following:

● grade books and online grade book system, like the Infinite Campus Student Information System
● mid-quarterly progress reports and quarterly report cards
● parent-teacher conferences
● student-teacher conferences

Internal Assessments, Grade Moderation, and Predicted Grades



The IB Coordinator will share historical data obtained from IB Insights through the MyIB platform with IB
course teachers. Teachers will utilize this information to assist with the marking of internal assessments and
predicted grades. Teachers will assign predicted grades utilizing the grade distributions provided on IBIS.
Teachers will assign predicted grades based on student progress with the course’s assessments (formative,
summative, and the IB internal assessment). The subject specific Grade Descriptors guide on the Program
Resource Center will assist teachers in accurately assigning predicted grades for their course. In an instance
where deviation from these distributions is deemed necessary by the teacher, the teacher and coordinator will
meet to discuss. If after this meeting an appeal is deemed necessary, the teacher will provide documentation to
the coordinator, who will then appeal the grade distributions to IB. In instances where an IB subject is split
between two years and two different teachers, the teachers will collaborate to designate the predicted grade
distributions.

English Language Learners and Students with Special Education Needs
When assessing students whose first language is not English, teachers should grade primarily on clarity of
content, evidence of critical thinking skills and analysis, more so than grammatical accuracy. In addition, the
teaching faculty at LCPA offers English Learners extra instructional support and tutoring. Teachers will also
comply with all accommodations listed on the student’s Individual Education Plan or 504 Plan.

Policy Review
This document will be reviewed annually by the IB coordinator, IB faculty, and LCPA’s administration.
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