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PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this policy to prescribe the creation and maintenance of a set of documents that
embody the important principles, values, practices and standards of the school. Policies serve to
inform and guide all people connected with the school. It is the intent of the board to outline
direction and goals for successful operation of the school through adoption of policies. It is also the
purpose of this policy to ensure that those documents are available to the public.

DEFINITIONS
» Policies guide the school board, administrators and other district employees, students,
parents/guardians and community members by stating district goals and establishing
parameters for administrative action.
» Procedures are developed by the superintendent or designee to provide for the management of
the public schools in the District by describing how tasks will be carried out and board
policies will be implemented.

POLICY

A. The school board should adopt and maintain policies to carry out its purposes or pursuant to any
of its authorities under law.

B. Policy development that affects all schools will be considered through the WCUUSD Policy
Committee. Any person residing in or employed by the school district may suggest policies by
submitting suggestions in writing to the school board chair or policy committee representative.
The board, acting as a whole or through the policy committee will seek appropriate public
comment and administrative guidance for policy development and revision.

C. Administration will provide procedures to a policy, along with the policy, whenever a policy
issue has been raised.

D. At a minimum, public notice on intent to adopt a policy shall be given at least 10 days prior to
adoption at a regularly scheduled or special school board meeting.

E. In general, policies shall be adopted according to the following process:

1. A policy shall be warned for a first reading at a regular board meeting. The proposed policy,
and any background information, will be distributed to board members prior to the meeting.
The proposed policy shall also be made available to the public.



2. At the first reading of the policy, the board may reject, revise, or approve the policy as
written. If revised or approved , the policy shall move to a second reading at the board’s next
regular meeting.

3. The second reading of the proposed policy shall be warned on the agenda for the following
meeting. Copies of the policy and any background information, shall be distributed to board
members prior to the meeting. The proposed policy shall also be made available to the
public. At the second reading of the policy, the board may reject, revise, table or approve the
policy as written.

4. If the policy is approved at the second reading with little or only minor revisions, the policy

shall be considered duly adopted.

If the policy is rejected at the second reading, the policy shall be considered “dead. *

6. If the policy is revised at the second reading and the revisions are major (i.e.content is
substantially changed), the policy shall move to a third reading at the board’s next regular
meeting. The same procedures for warning the policy shall be followed.

7. If there is a third reading of the policy, the third reading shall be warned on the agenda for
the board’s following meeting. Copies of the policy, and any background information, shall
be distributed to board members prior to the meeting. The proposed policy shall also be
made available to the public. At the third reading of the policy, the board may reject, table,
or approve the policy as written. If rejected, the policy shall be considered” dead.” If
approved, the policy shall be considered duly adopted. If tabled, the policy may be taken off
the table and reconsidered only after the reconsideration has been warned and board
members have been provided a copy of the draft policy. The proposed policy shall also be
made available to the public. When taken off the table, the policy shall be considered at the
same level of reading as it was when tabled.

Each policy shall have a title and should state its date of adoption and effective date.

. Policies shall be numbered in accordance with the system established by the A Vermont

School Boards Association.
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DISSEMINATION

Immediately following adoption, all policies will be distributed to board members, the
principals and WCUUSD Central Office. All policies will be posted on the district website.
Where appropriate or required, policies will be included in staff and/or family handbooks. It
will be the responsibility of the principal to ensure that staff and students are familiar with
applicable policies.

REVIEW

The superintendent will advise the board when revisions to adopted policies are required or
otherwise appropriate. In addition, the superintendent will develop a policy review schedule to
ensure that all policies are reviewed at least once every three to five years and, if necessary or
appropriate, revised or repealed in response to changing legislation or other altered
circumstances.
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PROCEDURES

Policies will be administered through procedures and directives of the superintendent of
schools and members of the management team. The superintendent shall, in a timely
fashion, notify the school board when they have developed any new procedure. At its
discretion, the board may order a review of any rule or procedure.
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