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Classroom Strategies

Reciprocal Teaching

Reciprocal teaching refers to an instructional activity in which students become the teacher in small
group reading sessions. Teachers model, then help students learn to guide group discussions using
foUFstrategies: Simmarizing, question generating, clarifying, and predicting] Once students have
learned the strategies, they take turns assuming the role of teacher in leading a dialogue about
what has been read. '

3k Share your examples!

Why use reciprocal teaching?

e It encourages students to think about their own thought process during reading.

e It helps students learn to be actively involved and monitor their ;omprehensio_n as they
read.

e It teaches students to gsk_quest_ic\mrs during reading and hﬁ!?%ﬂ“?'f? t‘_l_je_\gaxtmmore
comprehensible. i 5

When to use: Before reading During reading After reading

How to use: Individually With small groups Whole class setting

How to use reciprocal teaching

Before Reciprocal Teaching can be used successfully by your students, they need to have been
taught and had time to practice the four strategies that are used in reciprocal teaching
(summarizing, questioning, predicting, clarifying).

One way to get students prepared to use reciprocal teaching: (from Donna Dyer of the North West
Regional Education Service Agency in North Carolina)

1. Put students in groups of four.

2. Distribute one note card to each member of the group identifying each person's unique role:
o Summarizer

o Questioner

o Clarifier

N\,

~. © Predictor

'\\‘L\.
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3. Have students read a few paragraphs of the assigned text selection. Encourage them to use
note-taking strategies such as selective underlining or sticky-notes to help them better
prepare for their role in the discussion. '

4. At the given stopping point, the Summarizer will highlight the key ideas up to this point in
the reading.

5. The Questioner will then pose questions about the selection:
o Unclear parts

o Puzzling information
o Connections to other concepts already learned

6. The Clarifier will address confusing parts and attempt to answer the questions that were just
posed.

7. The Predictor can offer predictions about what the author will tell the group next or, if it's a
literary selection, the predictor might suggest what the next events in the story will be.

8. The roles in the group then switch one person to the right, and the next selection is read.
Students repeat the process using their new roles. This continues until the entire selection is
read. (Source: ReadingQuest)

9. Throughout the process, the teacher's role is to guide and nurture the students' ability to
use the four strategies successfully within the small group. The teacher's role is lessened as
students develop skill.

For more information, see the article Reciprocal Teaching for the Primary Grades: "We Can
Do It, Too!".

Download blank templates
o Here's a bookmark (38K PDF)* for students to use that prompts them about each of the

four strategies used in reciprocal teaching.

e This worksheet (164K PDF)* incorporates all four strategies into one page that students
can fill out.

e Similar to the bookmark above, this four-column handout (36K PDF)* prompts students
with questions and statements related to the four strategies.

Watch reciprocal teaching in action

At Frank Love'EIementary School, reading expert Shira Lubliner uses reciprocal teaching to guide
students in learning to lead a classroom discussion. But first, Ms. Lubliner shows them how to guide

a conversation about a book.

http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/reciprocal teaching/?theme=print 11/6/2013



‘Reading Rockets: Xarpages: Reciprocal Teaching | Reading Rockets

Students Take Charge: Reciprocal Teac
A Seattle schooluses a niuse caled Reciprocal Tesching that's designed to

improve reading comgrehension.

Examples

Language Arts

The following website shows an example of the Reciprocal Teaching strategy for the book 7he Man
Who Walked Between the Towers.

See example > (172K PDF)*

Differentiated instruction

for second language learners, students of varying reading skill, and for
younger learners

e Pair a student with lower reading skills with one who is more advanced to work together.

e Ask student to write out questions about parts of the story that doesn't make sense to them.

See the research that supports this strategy

hitn-/farane readinorackate arol/ctrateciec/recinrocal teachineg/?theme=nrint
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Strategy Swap

Teachers, have you used any of the strategies from our library in your lessons — especially in
science, social studies, and other content areas? We'd love to share some of your real-world
examples with our readers.

Submit your examples here >
(select "Classroom strategies" from the subject dropdown list)

http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/reciprocal_teaching/?theme=print

© Copyright 2008. All rights reserved. Reading Rockets is funded by a grant from the U.S.
Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. Reading Rockets® is a registered
trademark of WETA. ’

Stay informed! Subscribe to our e~-mail newsletters.
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