SHS PTA WEEKLY PLANNER 12/19/23

Dear SHS Families,

Last week was a good week! We had the opportunity to celebrate our amazing faculty and
staff at the annual holiday luncheon; the decorations were lovely, food was delicious, and
the response was enthusiastic. Thank you to our PTA luncheon co-chairs, Brandi Briggs,
Sandra Krenzer, Jen McGeehan, and Rebecca Gaines for putting together a wonderful,
festive event.

We also celebrated our awesome bus drivers with hot chocolate and breakfast snacks
during their morning bus run. Thank you to Dina Phelps and Melissa Lunney for

spearheading this appreciation event.

And to you, our amazing community, we wish you the most joyful holidays filled with
family fun and relaxation, and a happy + healthy New Year. See you all in ‘24!

Important Upcoming Dates

Friday, December 22nd Early Dismissal

December 25th - January 1st Winter Recess

Tuesday, January 2nd Classes Resume

Friday, January 5th Reflections Arts Contest Submission
Deadline

Monday, January 8th Last Day of Semester 1

Tuesday, January 9th Review Block Day

Wednesday, January 10th - Thursday, Exams

January 11th




Friday, January 12th Review Block Day
Monday, January 15th MLK Holiday - No School
Tuesday, January 16th Exams
Wednesday, January 17th - Thursday, Exams and Exam Makeup Blocks
January 18th

STAPLES SCHOOL NEWS

Exam Schedule:

Please note the change in afternoon dismissals during the exam period which runs from
January 9th-January 18th. Access the complete exam schedule here.

Bus Schedules:

Morning buses will run at normal times on all days
1/09 and 1/12: Buses will depart SHS at normal times
1/10,1/11, and 1/16: Buses will depart at 12:55pm
1/17 and 1/18: Buses will depart at 10:05am

Yearbook HQ

e ‘23-24 Yearbooks are still available to order here. The earlier you purchase, the more
you save. Questions? Contact the SHS Yearbook team: shsyearbook@westportps.org.

e Senior Yearbook Ads: Submissions are due by 12 /31! Click here for instructions on how to
purchase and design yours directly on the Jostens site. Or, purchase a 1/16 page ad by filling
out this Google Form and sending in a check made out to “SHS Yearbook” for $30.

PTA Membership and Directory

You may be wondering why we keep this in. As luck would have it, families keep signing
up! Which means that even this deep into the school year, parents are joining and
supporting the PTA’s mission and most especially, our kids and teachers in the form of
enrichments and extra programming. It’s a good feeling! If you're interested and haven’t

joined already, sign up here.

The School Counseling Department News:
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College Planning Night for Junior Families - 1/4 @ 6:30pm, SHS Auditorium

USA Gap Year Fair - 1/11 @ 6pm, Fairfield Ludlowe HS

Understanding Financial Aid and Paying for College - 1/23 @ 6:30pm, Westport Library
Navigating the College Search Webinar

SCOIR Parent Workshop Recording

Paying for College Virtual Presentations

2024-25 Course Selections and Scheduling - more info to come in January

Staples Library Update: check out what'’s going on at the library here.
ATTN SENIOR PARENTS

Please click here for important Senior Information, including:

e Senior Yearbook Ads - due by 12/31/23
e Cap & Gown + Diploma Ordering - due by 1/15/24
e Senior Internship Program

STAPLES COMMUNITY NEWS

Reflections Arts Contest 2023-24

The theme for this year’s competition is: “I am hopeful because...” The Reflections Program
is the PTA’s cornerstone Arts Program that offers students the opportunity to be
recognized on the local, state, and national levels for their unique artistic interpretation of
the theme. All entries can be submitted virtually. Artists are invited to compete in the
categories of Film Production, Music Composition, Visual Arts, Dance Choreography,
Literature and Photography. Any student interested in participating should contact the
Reflections Committee at shsreflectionscontest@gmail.com for specific category
guidelines + an entry form. The submission deadline has been extended to Fri, 1/5.

The Westport Card

The Westport Downtown Association and Chamber of Commerce have teamed up to
encourage you to keep holiday shopping local. The Westport Card is a community-based
digital gift card that makes it fun and easy to keep local spending local. Purchase a
Community Card to spend at one of 37 participating merchants: ie, a latte in the morning,
the salon next door for a pedicure, lunch with a friend, boutique shopping, and a date night
happy hour, all thru the Community Card via your mobile phone.

SDEIB Updates
SDEI would like to wish all families a safe and loving holiday break. Email Tabitha Nguyen
at tabitha.nguyen31@gmail.com or Sarah Adair at sarahaadair@gmail.com.

Toquet Hall
Check out what'’s going at Toquet Hall this December here.
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Cafeteria News
Click here to learn what’s new in the SHS Cafeteria.

Show your WRECKER PRIDE supporting our teams at STAPLES
SPORTING EVENTS!

**Are you a booster club manager who would like to advertise your team’s upcoming
events? Please submit your write up to shs_pta@westportps.org by Friday at 5pm. Please
send all information as you wish it to be displayed, with any pertinent links.
Announcements will be included in the following week’s Tuesday PTA Planner.**

Elena Caggiano & Jodi Harris
SHS PTA Co-Presidents
shs_pta@westportps.org
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