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Introduction & Context 2023: 
AAPS SAT Annual Report: 
Universal Free, School Day Administration - An Equity Strategy 
● Universal administration in Michigan, free during the school day and required, 

continues as a critical equity strategy to improve access and opportunity at a quality 
college education for ALL students

● Michigan began requiring juniors enrolled in public schools to take the ACT in 2007; 
the share of high school graduates taking a college entrance exam rose immediately 
to nearly 99% from 54%

● For every 1,000 students who took a college exam when it was optional, and scored 
high enough to attend a selective college, another +230 high scorers appeared once 
the test was mandatory

● For low income students, the effect was larger; for every 1,000 students who scored 
well on the optional test, and additional +480 did so on the mandatory test

Source : https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/14/upshot/how-universal-college-admission-tests-help-low-income-students.html
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Introduction & Context 2023: 
AAPS SAT Annual Report: SAT Data & Preparing for the SAT 

● Strong SAT scores are a natural outcome of standards-based quality educational 
experiences over a student’s  P12 career

● View these as system outcome achievement data
● SAT prep integrated into standards-based content area classroom instruction 

e.g. within the lesson cycle, as a warm-up or other learning activity
● Sample questions - staff is provided with these resources - support students 

becoming ‘familiar’ with format of SAT style questions
● Advance exposure to the SAT experience  helps to ‘even the playing field’ for our 

students
● High School teams also organize focused SAT prep with student groups as 

supplemental learning

3



AAPS Annual Report-2023 SAT Report | October 25, 2023

AAPS SAT Report: Preview of 2023 Outcomes
● SAT scores, like other assessments, represent one snapshot in time of a student 

progress; no one data point represents the full picture of a student’s growth and 
development

● In 2023 data, the AAPS number of participants in cohort has been fully restored to 
around 1,300 students 

● 2023 shows the second, and a stable, year of performance over 2022 & 2023, & 
provides a baseline to move forward

● Measured against AAPS vision of equity and opportunity for ALL students, we have 
significant and continuing work to accomplish; we will continue this diligent work

● In this data, across all student groups traditionally underrepresented, achievement 
remains steady and disparity gaps have not widened

● Across student groups, AAPS students are performing at the top among their peers 
in the county and across the state 
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AAPS SAT Annual Report: 
Preview of Coming Attractions 2024

● In 2024, the Michigan school-day SAT will transition from a paper 
and pencil to a tech-based administration

● Also, at this time, the SAT will transition to become an adaptive 
assessment

● Stay tuned for more updates as we move toward spring . . . 
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Overview and Context
Overview

● The Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT) was administered in April 2023
● All 11th grade students were tested in Michigan
● This test is required by the State of Michigan for Accountability purposes

Context

● SAT proponents argue it is important in ensuring widespread proficiency and 
achieving universal access to higher education

● SAT opponents argue that the test is both racially biased and too 
one-dimensional to provide a good picture of a student’s potential

Throughout the U.S., colleges are shifting away standardized testing as a means 
to evaluate students, and many colleges and even states are devaluing entrance 
exams in their evaluations or eschewing them entirely.
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SAT Scores and Subscores
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*In addition to these results, AAPS also had the 8th highest Mean SAT score across LEAs in Michigan.

**The national mean total SAT score for the class of 2023 was 1028, with 40% of students meeting or 
exceeding both EBRW and Math benchmarks. Compare this to AAPS class of 2024 mean score of 1117.6 
with 55.1% meeting both college readiness goals-with a senior year left to continue their academic growth!

(source:https://newsroom.collegeboard.org/sat-program-results-class-2023-show-continued-growth-sat-participation)
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