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Superintendent 
Update

★ We celebrate National Arab 
American Heritage Month in the 
AAPS

★ Current COVID-19 Reality 

★ AAPS COVID-19 Status Update

★ Return to In-School Hybrid 
Learning: Next Steps

April 14, 2021
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National 
Arab American 
Heritage Month
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Karim Nagi: 
Arabic Music!

APRIL IS NATIONAL 
ARAB AMERICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH!

Program Events:

Map of 
Arab World

Arab Architects 
Who Shaped the World 4

http://www.karimnagi.com/
https://video.link/w/DhRgc
https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/arab/
https://video.link/w/EoSgc
https://arabamericanmuseum.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/national-arab-american-heritage-month-tickets-145928629459
https://safeshare.tv/x/ss603c11a8b7ad2#
https://safeshare.tv/x/ss603c1269ec3f5#
https://safeshare.tv/x/7cBvmc4UqXA#
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bL34EfzD87ln_ZN1cUM7DP64vLVR7iE6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/c/NationalArabOrchestra/playlists
https://www.milleworld.com/best-arab-architects-you-need-to-know/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWvi5zyhCks&list=PLWygykGd2MWhVO-JFk1hgclyMoCv34ktr&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Yc4gyTyXJQ


Karim Nagi 
Arabic Music!

What Countries are in the Arab World?

APRIL IS NATIONAL 
ARAB AMERICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH!

Click on the 
pictures to reveal 
the links- Enjoy!
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https://video.link/w/DhRgc
https://safeshare.tv/x/ss603c11a8b7ad2#
https://safeshare.tv/x/ss603c1269ec3f5#
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Yc4gyTyXJQ
https://video.link/w/EoSgc
https://safeshare.tv/x/7cBvmc4UqXA#
http://www.karimnagi.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bL34EfzD87ln_ZN1cUM7DP64vLVR7iE6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWvi5zyhCks&list=PLWygykGd2MWhVO-JFk1hgclyMoCv34ktr&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/c/NationalArabOrchestra/playlists
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Spring School Building Reopening, 2021
Stages for In Person Hybrid Learning
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● Despite the positive news of vaccines, COVID case levels have increased dramatically 
over recent weeks in our community and across Michigan, and are now at the highest 
level of any time during this year + COVID pandemic - we are in the midst of another 
COVID surge

● The spread of much more contagious variants continue in our community and are a 
cause of added concern

● K12 schools lead in the number of reported outbreaks in the state

● Pediatricians report rising hospitalizations among COVID infected children

Current COVID Reality 
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https://www.clickondetroit.com/health/2021/04/07/michigan-has-highest-number-of-covid-cases-in-the-nation/
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https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-health-watch/michigan-school-covid-outbreaks-surge-47-2-weeks-some-return-remote
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https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/04/201-infected-in-new-coronavirus-outbreaks-at-51-schools-says-michigans-april-12-report.html
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https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-health-watch/michigan-record-high-covid-19-hospitalizations-children
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https://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/2021/04/st-joseph-mercy-hospital-ann-arbor-nears-capacity-as-michigan-sees-covid-19-hospitalizations-rise.html
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https://www.cnn.com/2021/04/11/health/us-coronavirus-sunday/index.html
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● Our AAPS school teams have had the opportunity to receive vaccination

● We understand more about COVID-19 than we did a year ago, understanding the critical importance 
of the COVID safety fundamentals - wearing a mask & keeping distance when outside the home or 
with anyone outside the home family unit

● We have tools to support in-school learning that we didn’t have available to us a year ago, including 
readily available testing and vaccines for those aged 16+

● Our AAPS 20-21 reimagine COVID year design allows for parents & families to choose virtual or 
hybrid in-school as their grade level transitions

The COVID risk continues, and yet we have more understanding,  more tools to address this situation, 
and continued flexibility for our AAPS families

Current COVID Reality, continued 
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“What does 
that look like 
at my child’s 

school?”
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AAPS School Checklist 

● Universal use of face masks
● Physical Distancing: 6 ft 
● Small, consistent class cohorts
● Modified classroom design and seating
● Cleaning and disinfecting protocols
● Handwashing and Hygiene
● Indoor air quality preparation
● Health Screening 
● Adequate PPE and cleaning supplies 

● Staff Safety Training 
● Contact tracing processes 
● Rapid antigen testing
● Vaccination of school staff
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AAPS families will always have the option to remain fully virtual. 

Students who remain fully virtual will continue to receive daily instruction 
remotely in much the same way they are currently experiencing.  Some 
changes are to be expected as teachers work with students in person and those 
online.  

Safety remains the critical priority in the return to in-person learning. In order to 
ensure that appropriate safety protocols and training are in place and to ensure 
that each and every classroom is appropriately distanced and balanced, 
families will make a choice in advance of the transition to hybrid learning.

17

Family Choice
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● Screen your student for symptoms each morning before sending them to school. A District 
screening questionnaire will be provided. 

● Keep your student home when they are exhibiting symptoms.

● Immediately notify your building principal if your student or someone in the household tests 
positive for COVID-19. Speak with a district contact tracer if needed for an investigation.

● Ensure your student has a mask and water bottle every day.  Masks will be provided to those 
who do not have one. 

● Be available to pick your student up from school should they begin to show symptoms while 
at school.

● Be patient and know that hybrid plans may change from day to day to better meet the needs 
of our students. 

● Understand that students or staff may need to quarantine if there is a classroom case.

18

Family Responsibilities
 In-Person Hybrid Learning Option
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● Wear a mask at all times, except when eating or drinking. 

○ Note: Students who are unable to remove a mask independently 
must not wear one. For all other students, rare exceptions can be 
made with a doctor’s note for a valid medical reason. Care and 
patience will be exercised for students with special needs.

● Bring a personal water bottle daily. (AAPS will support this, if needed).

● Follow the safety protocols to stay physically distanced from others. 

● Monitor health status and report symptoms immediately to an adult.

19

Student Responsibilities
In-Person Hybrid Learning Option
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● Students have returned for in-school learning
self-contained classrooms, preschool, Y5, Kinder, 1st, 2nd 
& 3rd are participating in-school hybrid learning

● COVID school is a challenge 
Teachers, students, school teams & leaders are adapting 
admirably to hybrid learning - continue to refine protocols - 
& there is joy & happiness in the return to in-school learning 

● AAPS responding as COVID cases arise in school
AAPS Contact Tracing team has processed cases & in close 
consultation with Washtenaw County Health Department 
team

AAPS 
Progress
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AAPS 
COVID-19 

Status Update
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CDC Indicators & Thresholds for Community Transmission
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cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html#mitigation-strategies

NAATs = nucleic acid amplification tests (PCR tests)

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html#mitigation-strategies
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CDC: Washtenaw County Data
As of Sunday, April 11, 2021 (latest date data is available as of April 14)
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

Percent positivity
5.35%

7 day total cases
1332, or 355.55 per 

100K

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view


Superintendent Update to the Board of Education  |  April 14, 2021

AAPS COVID-19 Official Case Report 
Monday, April 5 - Wednesday, April 14, 2021

The district is required to report cases that were on a school campus during their 
infectious period to the Washtenaw County Health Department and to the public on 
our AAPS Case Dashboard (https://www.a2schools.org/casedashboard).

These cases go through the AAPS Contact Tracing process. 
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Elementary 
Students

High School Athletes 
(RAT program)*

AAPS staff Contractors Total

4 3 4 4 15

*Rapid Antigen Testing program. 

https://www.a2schools.org/casedashboard
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AAPS COVID-19 cases not requiring an official report

Since April 5, we’ve heard of many other cases involving our students, staff, or 
contractors who were NOT on campus during their infectious period. These cases are 
not included on our case dashboard, but they are another yardstick for how community 
spread is impacting AAPS families and employees.
For example:

● 9 high school student athletes tested positive immediately after spring break. They had not 
been on campus and did not require school district contact tracing or reporting. 

● We’ve learned of several other elementary student cases where the student’s contagious 
period occurred during their virtual days or weekend days. 

● 4 contractors tested positive immediately after spring break. They had not been on 
campus and did not require school district contact tracing or reporting. 
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AAPS COVID-19 Response Team 

● The AAPS COVID-19 Response Team consists of the school nurse team and 6 
Rec & Ed staff redeployed as non-clinical Health Specialists

● Purpose: Prevent spread of COVID-19 in AAPS buildings by implementing critical 
public health protocols, consulting and supporting the Super Six, and 
implementing educational and testing programs

● Training through Johns Hopkins class and other sources 

● Continuous learning and refinement of systems

● Serve as in-house experts/consultants to principals, teachers and other staff, 
and families

29
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What does the AAPS COVID-19 Response Team do?

● Conducts Case Investigation and Contact Tracing for staff and 
student cases of COVID-19. Nurses conduct case investigation 
interviews and health specialists complete reporting tasks. 

● Provides weekly rapid antigen testing to HS athletes and others

● Assists with building-level COVID response, including Health Support 
Rooms (Nurses)

● Counsels staff and families about isolation and quarantine (Nurses)

● Answers the internal staff COVIDquestions email address (Health 
Specialists)

● Compiles and tracks data (Health Specialists)
30



AAPS Case Investigation 
and Contact Tracing 

Protocol

31

● Case investigation begins 
immediately after notification of a 
case. 

● Goal is to quarantine any close 
contacts as soon as possible to 
prevent anyone who might be 
infected from transmitting the virus 
at school. 

● We are dependent on parents and 
staff answering our call and providing 
complete information. 
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Special Message to all AAPS families: Get Tested! 

Free Drive-Thru Testing 
Sunday, April 18
Pioneer High School 
● Painless test
● Open to all in the community
● Save time: pre-register for an appointment at 

http://honumg.info/PioneerHSa
**Minors must be signed up by a parent or guardian

Additional rapid testing coming soon on a weekly 

basis to Ann Arbor families and staff
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Given the spike in cases, we urge all families to get tested 
this weekend, in particular those sending their children to 
in-person learning next week.

http://honumg.info/PioneerHSa
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● Strongly urge Student & Family COVID Testing Prior to 
Return

○ Drive-through testing events offered free of charge for 
families

● Please obtain COVID vaccination - all aged 16 years+  

● Those families who have concerns, exercise family choice 
for full virtual 

● Please  limit social engagement prior to return to school

● To protect opportunity for a strong finish to school year 
for our students, recommend modification - pause in 
return to hybrid learning schedule

Next Steps: 
Additional Layers 

of Protection
during this COVID 

surge
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Stages for In Person Hybrid Learning
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As levels of community transmission increase, 
schools should further strengthen prevention 
strategies and monitor cases to reassess 
decisions. 

Despite careful planning and consistent 
implementation of prevention strategies, some 
situations may lead school officials to consider 
temporarily closing schools or parts of a school to 
in-person instruction. 

In communities that have rapid or persistent rises 
in COVID 19 incidence or severe healthcare 
capacity burden, school leaders may decide to 
temporarily close schools to in-person instruction 
until levels of community transmission stabilize. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html
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AAPS 
Next Steps

2021

36

               ~Looking Ahead~

● Robust Summer Learning Session, 2021

- Include Extended School Year & recovery 
services for students with special needs

- Full Rec & Ed Summer Enrichment 
programming

- Debut information next Wed, March 24th  

● Strong back-to-school launch, 2021

Full in-person learning opportunities across all 
AAPS schools

● Will also offer, separately, a fully virtual 
educational experience in AAPS for students & 
families who choose for school year 20-21


