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Thurston Elementary PTO
Heron Happenings

November 7, 2022

Upcoming Events

November 8: No School (Election Day)

November 15: PTO Meeting, 6:00 - 7:00p.m.

November 23-25: No School (Thanksgiving Break)

November 30: Early Release Day, dismissal at 1:18p.m.

 

Help restore a Thurston community theater tradition!

Do you know you live in a special community with a beloved theater tradition? The Thurston Community Players write and perform
an original musical theater play that occurs every spring and raises funds for our area schools. Our 2020 play was forced to close a
week before opening night and it broke our hearts. It's now going on three years without a play, and time is rapidly running out to
preserve institutional knowledge and take steps back towards restoring our beloved institution. Are you interested in continuing our
tradition into the future? Anyone can help! We have opportunities for many different talents: writers, organizers, prop makers, stage
builders, choreographers, musicians, lighting, costumes, etc.



Visit our website at www.thurstonplayers.org/about to learn more
Email us at ip.thurstonplayers@gmail.com to join our email list as we build back
Check out and share our flyer

We may return in different ways, but we will return in some way! Be a part of this community tradition that dates back to 1975!

 

Winter Recess Monitors

A huge thanks to all of our wonderful lunchtime volunteers who have dedicated their time this fall trimester! Thurston's
teachers, staff and students appreciate your support in keeping recess orderly and safe!

We are now seeking new and continuing volunteers for the winter trimester! 

Please sign up for a day or multiple days during the week. Even If you have just one day this winter that you can come, feel free to sign
up for just one day. Any and all help is welcome!  

Thurston's recess goes from 11:45-12:55.  Volunteers should check in at the main office. Please arrive 10 minutes early on your first
day to leave time to check in and see where our Lunch Supervisor, Anne T., most needs your help.  

Please use this Google Sheet to sign up for a recurring weekday volunteer time or a specific date. If you have trouble with the sheet,
please email the day or specific dates you can volunteer to pto.thurstonelementary@gmail.com and we will get you signed up!

Thank you for your time and service to the school!

 

Donation drive starts next week!

Please consider supporting our school's Winter Giving Toiletry Drive. This event will assist our Heron families that may need a little
extra support during this holiday season. Starting next week, we will be accepting donations of new and unopened items in the
donation bin in front of the school’s main office doors. Each week we will be requesting different toiletry and household cleaning
supplies. Please see the schedule below for details. Donations will be distributed to families during the month of December.  Thank
You!

Week 1 - Paper Products 
November 14-22 
toilet paper, paper towels, tissues, tampons, baby wipes, menstrual pads

Week 2 - Personal Hygiene Products  
Nov 28-Dec 2 
shampoo & conditioner, hand soap, body wash, deodorant, hand sanitizer, mouth wash, toothbrushes, toothpaste, face masks

Week 3 - Child Hygiene Products 
December 5-9 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/NJbMWMCSvsJbjSJxzT7Oow~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlSn_gP0QkaHR0cDovL3d3dy50aHVyc3RvbnBsYXllcnMub3JnL2Fib3V0VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjY2BMaWPTuEsRUhJqZXJlbXlkYkB1bWljaC5lZHVYBAAAAAE~
mailto:ip.thurstonplayers@gmail.com
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/risI5GnjqT-Mv4xwgGBD8Q~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlSn_gP0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPVdsX28yR19fd3pJJm1hbD1lZmM2NjNlMWE3Y2I2ZWM2YWI3YjliMDQ5NWU1NTNjOTI1ZTJhZmJkMmJiOWQ5MmM3YjRmMDkxZGUwMWNhNjliVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjY2BMaWPTuEsRUhJqZXJlbXlkYkB1bWljaC5lZHVYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/jczmDxHESFwaiVDnHEGLqQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlSn_gP0RdaHR0cDovL2RvY3MuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS9zcHJlYWRzaGVldHMvZC8xMm5ZMVR1RG1xOGpXa3R2ZzZBVW40VjAzQ1RIQk5BcFdLc01PdjNQRXIzby9lZGl0I2dpZD0wVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjY2BMaWPTuEsRUhJqZXJlbXlkYkB1bWljaC5lZHVYBAAAAAE~
mailto:pto.thurstonelementary@gmail.com


child sized toothbrushes, children’s toothpaste and mouthwash, tear-free hair products, tear free bubble bath/body wash

Week 4 - Cleaning Products 
December 12-16 
Laundry detergent, dish soap, dishwasher pods, sanitizing wipes/sprays, toilet bowl cleaner, sponges, glass cleaner, all-purpose
cleaner, etc. 
 

Thurston Student Directory

Need to contact a Thurston parent or student? The 2022-2023 Thurston student directory is now available here. The directory is
organized by grade (see tabs) and then alphabetically by class. If you registered prior to the start of school and indicated in InfoSnap
that you wanted to be included in the directory, your contact information should be included. If you find a change needs to be made or
do not see your information but wish for it to be included, please complete this form. 

 

Sign up for store fundraising now!

Here's a super simple way to support our Thurston community every time you shop!

Store fundraising is so easy, and it can really make a difference for our school. But, we currently only have a small number
of Thurston families participating. Please take a few minutes to get set up, and you will earn money for your school every time you
shop! To make it easier, we've included step-by-step instructions below:

Amazon

1. Go to amazon.com and create an account. If you already have one, go to step 2 
2. From your web browser: Go to smile.amazon.com and sign in with your Amazon account information.
3. From your Amazon Shopping app on your phone: Tap “AmazonSmile” within the Settings or Programs & Features menu. 
4. On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive donations from your future

eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Select Thurston Parent Teacher Organization. 
5. Every purchase you make after that will send a percentage to Thurston. This is a great way for out-of-town relatives and friends

to contribute as well. 

Note: Amazon should remember your selected charity whenever you shop at smile.amazon.com or with AmazonSmile activated in the
Amazon Shopping app, but be sure to check that you are using  smile.amazon.com from your web browser OR that you have
AmazonSmile turned on in the mobile app before checking out. 
  
Kroger 

1. Get a Kroger Plus Card at the customer service desk or use the one you already have. 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2. To start earning Kroger’s Community Rewards program, you need to create an account at kroger.com. Go to Create an Account
and type in your name and Kroger Plus card number. If you already have a digital account, please ensure you have a Plus Card
linked to your account.

3. Click on My Account and scroll to the bottom where it says Community Rewards 
4. Click Enroll and fill out the required information 
5. You will now be able to search for and select the organization you want to link your card with. Search for Thurston PTO

(organization number VY999) and click Enroll. 
6. Scan your Kroger Plus card whenever you check out. Kroger often offers special discounts to cardholders in addition to the

community rewards program. 

Note: Kroger requires everyone to re-enroll after April 30th! 
  
Busch's 

1. To enroll in Cash for Education, you must have a MyWay account. If you are already a Busch’s member, log in to your MyWay
account through buschs.com/MyWay and click the Cash for Education icon. 

2. Choose Thurston PTO from the list of organizations (for all quarters) and every purchase you make will earn rewards. 
3. Select up to four organizations that you would like to support for each quarter using the drop down menu. Purchases will be

allocated equally between your chosen organizations. 
4. Participants will be required to re-enroll on an annual basis. You will receive an email reminder before the next year’s enrollment

begins. 
5. Just be sure to use your MyWay card or phone number at checkout. 
6. You must have a valid email address and opt in to receive emails to participate in this program. You can check this information

under My Account > Account Holder when logged into MyWay. 
7. Busch's will sometimes update accounts after one year, so check the Community tab periodically to make sure Thurston is still

receiving your rewards. 

You can learn more about the Cash for Education program and sign up here at www.buschs.com/community  
 

Shutterfly

If you order your photos, calendars, cards, or gifts from Shutterfly or their partners, they will give 13% commission to Thurston. This is
another easy way friends and family can show support. 
Just enter the site from the Thurston storefront at thurstonpto.shutterflystorefront.com and we'll receive credit for every purchase.
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The PTO wants to hear from you! Email us , Visit our Site or Facebook Page

Newsletter submissions due by Saturday, 5pm to: newsletter.thurstonpto@gmail.com
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Ann Arbor Public Schools would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be removed from our list, please contact Ann Arbor Public
Schools directly. To stop receiving all email messages distributed through our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with parents, students and staff through voice, SMS text,
email, and social media.
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