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Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane

R E P R O D U C I B L E S

Lesson Series 14
Kid-Friendly

Writing Rubrics
Introducing Rubrics

Clean Desk Rubrics pp. 2-4

Writing Rubrics

Good, Better, Best writing rubric pp. 5-7

6-Traits Icons p. 8

Word Choice primary-trait rubric p. 9

Building the initial writing rubric p. 10

Updating the writing rubric p. 11
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Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson, example by fourth grade teacher Lori Hahn at Blair Pointe Elementary (Peru, IN)

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane

Clean Desk Rubric

Level 1
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Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson, example by fourth grade teacher Lori Hahn at Blair Pointe Elementary (Peru, IN)

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane

Clean Desk Rubric

Level 3
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Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson, example by fourth grade teacher Lori Hahn at Blair Pointe Elementary (Peru, IN)

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane

Clean Desk Rubric

Level 5



5

Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson, example by fourth grade teacher Cris Petro at Bailly Elementary (Chesterton, IN)

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane

6-Traits Kid-Friendly Rubric

Level 1
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Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson, example by fourth grade teacher Cris Petro at Bailly Elementary (Chesterton, IN)

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane

6-Traits Kid-Friendly Rubric

Level 3
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Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson, example by fourth grade teacher Cris Petro at Bailly Elementary (Chesterton, IN)

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane

6-Traits Kid-Friendly Rubric

Level 5
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6-Traits Icons

to Utilize within Writing Rubrics

  

 

 

 

 

Ideas

Organization

Voice

Word Choice

Sentence Fluency

Conventions
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Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson, sample rubric by fourth grade teacher Claudia Jackson at Wilbur Wright Elementary (New Castle, IN)

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane

Word Choice Rubric
 

Level 1 Level 3 Level 5

• Few words that describe.

• Sleepy, boring verbs:
got

put

took

made

said

• Doesn’t paint a clear picture.

My brother was mad.

• Doesn’t use any figurative

language.

• Some words that describe.

• Interesting verbs:
won

dropped

grabbed

cooked

screamed

• Paints a blurry word-picture.
My brother clenched his fists

in anger.

• Uses some figurative language.

• Lots of WOW words that describe.

• Exciting, splashy, WOW verbs:
earned

tossed

snatched

prepared

screeched

• Paints a picture with words.
My brother stood stiff. His teeth were clenched. His

fists were clenched. His whole face was clenched. I’d

never seen him so mad.

• Uses lots of figurative language.
Similes (like, as)

Metaphors (something is something else)

Onomatopoeia (BAM! ZOOM! BUZZ!)

Personification (give human characteristics to

nonhuman things)

Alliteration (Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled

peppers.)
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Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane

Building
a Kid-Friendly 6-Traits Rubric
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Updating
a Kid-Friendly 6-Traits Rubric

Kid-Friendly Rubrics lesson

 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane


