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MY saliva 15 the 0.J. to the dancing journey.

When my teeth bite into q smickers candy ba,

my taste buds are being electrocuted by the 9oodness of 1.
First, -H\ey do the electro—slide down the esoPhaqus.

1475 q tube that 15 25¢m lonj.

Next, they do the worm in the stomach, which has smooth muscles.
It mashes and eushes 1.

Then, +key 50N ke q ballering down into the smqll

intestines which have twisted tubes that are 7 meters long,
Finally, they head bang down the intestines and leave the body.
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Meanwhile...

Adadnhhh! Breathing deeply) T opened wmy) eges and saw 4 lbig Llack,
limousine. T just stood there stunned. T snapped out at it just in time. T
rolled out of the way and T saw it, my only chance for survival.

Chalk! T ran (ke the wind and_just barely) got ran over by a Wa-Wart
semi. T fell to the growd and saw the Hollywood sign. T in Hollywood?”
T screamed T could still hear beeping noises dl around me when T
snatched the chalk, and scridoled meanwhile.

But nothing happened, and there was arother semi coming straight at
me. Come onl” T bellowed. T ran away from the semi, but ny) brand new
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blue shoe fell off and the semi flattened it. T scurried to the side of the high-
Way and ran gs tast as the dlittering white dove beside we. T ran so fast T
forgot what T was doing. T jogged right into a recording studio where
Hannah Wontana was recording her new hit songj that was never heard
before. A little man dressed in black, was standing in the front of the studio
window. He wust be the director” T thouwght silently).

There yon are, said the little man in black.’T was getting worried, harry
up Your on in fve’. A woman shoved me into a velvet certain. T struggled to
get away ot she said, ‘Hold stilll Upu can go with makeup or without i,
hard or easi)” T camed down after she said the word makenp. She put tons
of makeup on me. Tt felt (ke 10 min. but T knew it was only) 4 min. becavse
when T was done the little man came in and shouted 1 min. T dressed into
the most sparkly clothes T could possiboly) find.

There was 10 seconds left before T was on. T was frightened. and em-
barrassed. T Aidn't know what to say). Someloody) sad 1o read the card
board signs and _just singj. Td won dl the past talent shows with my singing,
but T was still scared to death. Someone shoved me into the studio and T
saw the cardpoard sigrs. T bedan to sing and it was redly) quite easy). As
soon. 4s it started it was the end.

T was dready getting fan wall. Havndh, of course, got a lot more than
me. T went outside and was onbped with fars. T signed a few and then got
sick, of it. The next paper T took, T wrote Meawhile. Right as T was_jalolred
with pencils, pager, and pens T heard a whirling sound. T zoomed into a
place unkrown. While T “zoomed’, T wondered, why did the pencil work, and
the chalk, didn't? %ot 2

Introducing Organization lesson, writing sample by Woodburn Elementary fifth grader (Woodburn, IN)
© 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane



AT o o i
PR 1
g gl %
.,“,n:h“" 20 I]_“ép % A
e h 4 s
By Jf | i
ey D
Ty I ATionc ety S
:: 4-" _:'1_--.-:-__

Lo
__ de_ﬂ\\ .
ol

Loevi Late
PeSona) \ber’w LW,

: owihcm Q;QQP

Q (&ch \OV\ 5
19%0

Tmawmsc

Writers list details before they begin the first draft. To encourage key words and
phrases (rather than whole sentences) provide students with grocery list paper.
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Haeriet Tubman, the Story of her Life

Hello, | am Harriet Tubman. 1) February 151 1863, Last month the
Emancipation Proclamation was 1ssved by fresident L ncoln. This procla—
mation stated that qll enslaved eeo(-’le would be £ree. The roqd for many
enslaved African Americans has béen q lonj, crvel, and unyvst 'Jovmey.

When I was born in Bucktown, Maryland, my earents named me
Araminta, but most people called me by my mother’s name, Harriet. When
lwas a child | didn’t eun or flqy, | worked hard. Many times | was
whieeed cruelly. L was teerified that | would be sold and have to leqve
my -quil)’. | hqted beinj q slave and wﬂcking slaves. | had to do some—
thing.

In 184 1 escaped {rom slq\/ery, and went fo Philadelehia. | vowed to
%o back fo Mqrqunal. | made my first 4rip back skor‘H)’ after Gongress
passed the Fugitive Slave Act. It required that citizens of all states
hele capture escaped slaves. It threatened punishment for people cavght
kelfinj runaway's. | returned 15 more times during the 185 0's and kelfed
about 300 slaves escape. | never was cavaht and never lost q slave on
my 11 rescue 1ries. | carried a gun and theeatened fo kil anyone who
tried o turn back. Some people called me “Moses of my people. ?

When the war was over, | estaplished q home in Avburen for elderly
and needy blacks. H became known as the Harriet Tubman Home.

Harriet Tubman died on Macch 10,1113, She devoted her li£¢ 1o
freedom. she will always be remembered as q trve hero,
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Topic: (o1 deseription

Nouns Verbs Adjectives
Leaves rovke colorful
burN Crunch N
pile -
i Jumn p
_weather bundle v Coo\
_coats crisp
fiesk frost doark eorlier
Balloween Carve. SPoaky
pump KiN Scare, _ __ %opes
yack-o-lantern Creepy

—Candy , costumes

triek or %Ra-h‘nj ;;umms';

Football p lany
Hayrides lood v \ &
Carmel apples eat _S% Ry chewn]
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First  Liners
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First Liners from Children’s Books

CHARACTER HOOK:

Bat is working, upside down as usual, hanging by
her toenails. (from Bat Loves The Night, Nicola
Davies)

Molly Lou Melon stood just taller than her dog and
was the shortest girl in the first grade. (from Stand
Tall Molly Lou Melon, Patty Lovell)

Mean Jean was Recess Queen and nobody said any
different. (from The Recess Queen, Alexis O'Neill)

Harriet Harris was a pesky child. (from Harriet, You'll
Drive Me Wild! Mem Fox)

MOOD/FEELING HOOK:

| went to sleep with gum in my mouth and now
there’s gum in my hair and when | got out of bed
this morning | tripped on the skateboard and by
mistake | dropped my sweater in the sink while the
water was running and | could tell it was going to
be a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day. (from
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very
Bad Day, Judith Viorst)

Hello, ocean, my old best friend.
(from Hello, Ocean, Pam Mufoz Ryan)

All William ever wanted in the whole world was to
have a loose tooth. (from Wibble, Wobble, Miriam
Moss & Joanna Mockler)

Lilly LOVED school!
(from Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse, Kevin Henkes)

I'm bored... Take me out to play!
(from Let’s Play Basketball, Charles R. Smith, Jr.)

It began with an egg! (from T. Rex, Vivian French &
Alison Bartlett)

SETTING HOOK:

Sundays when | was small, that Gran of mine was
good at hiding. (from The Hickory Chair, Lisa Rowe
Fraustino)

When | was nine or ten years old, | couldn’t wait for
Saturdays. (from Saturdays & Teacakes, Lester
Laminack)

In Sooey, South Dakota, in a sloppy, stuffy sty,
there’s an itchy ol’ straw bed where the Bed Hogs
pile high. (from Bed Hogs, Kelly DiPucchio)

It's summer on the river, when the air’s as thick as
soup and you can smell tar melting on the roof.
(from Root Beer and Banana, Sarah Sullivan)

ACTION HOOK:

Sophie was busy playing when... her sister grabbed
Gorilla. (from When Sophie Gets Angry-- Really,
Really, Angry..., Molly Bang)

QUESTION HOOK:

See this man? This one here, sitting on the porch?
(from Mr. George Baker, Amy Hest)

Do you have six legs? Do you wiggle and crawl?
(from The Bugliest Bug, Carol Diggory Shields)

SOUND HOOK:

Extra! Extra! Extra Credit for Mrs. Page’s Fifth-Grade
Students! (from Miss Alaniuns-- A Vocabulary
Disaster, Debra Frasier)

DIALOGUE HOOK:

“Come on, rain!” | say, squinting into the endless
heat. (from Come, On Rain, Karen Hesse)

“Of course he’s miserable,” moaned Wesley’s
mother. (from Weslandia, Paul Fleischman)
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Just a Picture

Just a picture, funny little words aren't they. Just a picture, just a piece of paper
with il on it. Tattered, torn, black and white, or even color it's still_just a picture. To
me, this pictire is the best thing that happened to me.

T ramenper everything from that night, the smvell of my awnt's garade, the taste of
sweet birthday cake. As T touch my) Papan's warm back, and smile for the camera, T
think, nothing can harm Capaw and T.

But, as we sing Happy Birthday' to him for the S0th time, T think, what if some-
thing hagpened. to him, what would happen to me? What would T do? Yoo would
we take out to Cracker Barrdl every) Triday night?

Papanw was on my mind that night, while T brushed my teeth, and wet my) hair .
As Ty inmy) bed, Papan drifts off my) mind, as T drift off to a cumbersome dleep.

For the next 2 weedks it was the same old, same old. My family) and T took, Pa-
paw out to eat like vsual. But, one Triday, my) Dad and T went into Papan's hovse to
get him, Papaw was in his chair with a fleece blanket, and his thermostat turned dll
the way) up, and he was still cold.

The next day, my) Aunt Linda took, Papan down to the MWedi-Center in Harrison.
They inwediately) took, hinm to Chvist Hospital, were he was diagnosed with prewnonia.
That was on Saturday. Y family) and T went and visited him on Sunday).

The next day, Septemicer 26, 2005, it was a Wonday, and T woke wp an howr
after school had started, so T went into my) mom'’s bathroom, were T found her cheeks
a0low, and. her heart broken. She then told me that my Papaw, The Wood', had died
at 20 vears of age. Tt was the hardest thing Tve had o get through.

That's why this picture s so vital to me; it was taken 2 wedks before my) Papaw
died. Just a picture, furny little words aren’t they. Just a picture, just a piece of
pager with ik, on it. Tattered, torm, black and white, or even color. Tt's still just a
picture. Ypah right.
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Stuck on the lceberq

one hot, sweaty day, my éqmily and | were waiting in line for an Alaskan
Cruise. There were q lot of eeofle in line so 11 ook for ever and | was
9etting suntanned.

wWhen the boqt 1‘inq”7 started to move, | jo‘f ovt my )ijﬁa\w (’vzzle | had
brij .

In about q half—an hour | had one more piece le£+ and vnexgec-fedly the
boat took a sharp tuen and wrecked it all. “This is not as fun as |
thought it would be,” | said.

A few day's later we weree still on the croose. But it wasn't reqlly q
croose | thought, because it was Just q b19 boat with q lot of people going
to Alaska. “How much lonjer’ Hil we jé‘f Yo Alaska?” | qsked the ca\("l’qin.
“one more dq)’,” he reflied In q CO\f‘l'qinisk voice,

I ja‘f bord very 1uickly and Ke¢+ reeeqﬁnj that same question over and
over again. But every time | asked it just got q minute shorter,

| was 9etting kind of sleeﬁ' so | decided to take q rest. When | woke ve
the day had passed. We were in Alaskal

“So when shall we Jo back?” asked the captain. “What?” I said. “Yes,
this 15 q croose. The whole (’oin‘l' 15 o be on the boqt, not to 9o qn)’—'
where.” The captain said.

“But cant we explore q little bit?” my mom said. “Yes.” Replied the
qu‘fqin, but 5‘|’q7’ away £from the animals and most de%inqlly the water.”
“xK.” everyone in my family said.

So we stumbled ovt of the boqt ready to exflore. my -FqMH?’ and | 5‘?0\7’64
fogether and obeyed the captain while walking on the cold Alaskan snow.

YWour £ather and | qre 9oing o exlore on ovr own.” MY mother said.
1of2
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aS‘l’q?’ of£ the water.” They said.

(‘S‘I’qy of£ the water? Was that some kind of ')oKe?” I ‘H\oujk‘l'. Pl st %
vp there and look at it.  And mght when | Jot there | shpped in. It was so
wavey | was £loating away. But | was somehow under the water. “ knew |
shovld have token SWimming [essons,” | thought.

| tried to 9et q hold of something o kelf me at least et out of the water.
Finqlly | £elt something and climbed on. Uh—0h! 4 was an icepers.

And 11 was Mo\/inj.‘ | was stuck on the iceberj. Extra Uh—Oh! I+ wqs
heading toward q waterfall!

svddenly, | saw something in the water. Things covldn+ 9et any worse, 11
looked like a shark.

It was black, white, and a little bit of orange. There were three creatures
in the water and...

They were swimming toward me!

They popped out of the water and qll my fears were over—they were een—
quins!

Why are You out here on this iceberd?” said one of the penduins. 4 slipped
in the water and floqted qwqy.” I explained.

“can we help?” asked the penquins. “Well can You 9et me back to shore?” |
qsked.

“No (’r’oblem.” Said the eenguins. So they carried me back fo shore.

Soon | saw mY mom and dad. I have fo 90.” I said, “They will 9et mad at
me i€ they see me with You.”

So | thanked the penduins and eromised | would be back next year.

| didnt know 14 | would fell my earents about the iceburg or not.

All 1 was thinking apout was going home and being safe,

2of 2

19

Introducing Organization lesson, writing sample by Topeka Elementary second grader (Topeka, IN)
© 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane



Indion Village

L wmade an Indian village that includes four different artifacts, or something
that a hwan being con wmake. These fowr artifacts are the wigmam, spear,
monnd and pottery). These are things that the Tndians would have used (ong
2ol Let's check, out these four items, shal we?

The wigwam is the first artifact. A wigwam is a hovse that the Tndians
would have lived in. Our hovses and a wigan. aren’t much different! Except
that instead of a roof, a wignam. has animdl sins and hides that the women
world make after the men Wil the animal. Then they could feast!

The rnext artifact (s a spear. A spear s a wedpon vsed to hunt or kill ani-
mdls. All you have to do s take a stick, and a rock, and. tie them together! T
think, that this could come in handy) don’t You? T know T wouldn't want to get
stuck, with one of them pointing at mel

Third are the mounds. Now You ma) say, Oh, T know what a mouwnd s, it's
A hup i the growmd.” Well yes, but did you know that the mouwnd s actually
4 l0g tonlp. Then they put the dead in it and then lurn it and cover it with
earth just (ke they were tucking a lodigy) in for the night. So, this time when
Yo sa) that You know what 4 mound is, sy it right!

Tow, last but not least, potteryll Pottery) is just what gou think, it might
e, a clay pot or can to hold things such as, food, drinks, or flowers. And since
the Tndians were hunters and gatherers, then they) made pottery) to store that
food. They learned how to grow their own food and stay in one place or not
having to depend on animdls. They) then started to get fancy with their pottery!
They started putting in some desigrs. How apont you troing to do pottery) the
same WAY? |

So, was that a report or an advertwre? YWhatever it was, T sure hope ou
enjoved. il
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