the Trait Of Ideas Lesson Series 8

Trait Icon

Narrow Topics
‘Halloween’ writing sample
‘My Clown Face’ writing sample
Finding the Smallest Topic— ‘Halloween’
Finding the Smallest Topic— template
Finding the Smallest Topic— activity templates
‘Some Things are Scary’ topics list
‘Levi’ writing sample
‘One Small Step for Baby’ writing sample
Finding the Smallest Topic— ‘One Small Step’
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qu loween

Halloween 15 MY £favorite kolidq}'
because | 9et to 9o Trick—or—treating. 1 9et q
lot of Ccmdy e\/ery )’eqr. one time | was q
ballering and wore a crown. Another year |
dressed vp hke a clown. | had red and white
¢lown Makevp on my face. 1+ was very messy.

Introducing Ideas lesson
© 2008 Launching the Writer’s Workshop: Grades 3 and Up, by Kristina Smekens & Dr. Maureen Scane



M)’ Clown Fqce

Halloween 15 my favor te kolidq)’ becquse |
9et to dress ve in £un costumes and weqr makeve.
when | was little, 1 was q clown. | had an ovtfit
with colored folkq dots. It had q -@UMY hat with
bells and b9, red clown shoes.

The best part of the whole costume was my
makevp. My brother smeared white face paint all
over my forehead, nose and chin. Then he eut wo
huge red circles on my cheeks, and q bi9 red smile
on my lies. My eyes were painted ke black
Triangles, and my nose had q pu££Y, blue ball on
1t.

| had so much Makeuve on that | covldn’t
wash 1t qll o££ that nin. The next dq)’ at school,
Lstill had ight—red circles stained on my cheeks.
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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Levi

B used +o have <q f riend,
s nary? GS Lev:,
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One Smdll Step for Baoy. ..

The weather outside may have lbeen hude step...
frightful, ut the fire was definitdy delightfl As his little shoes thumped on the floor
on the Wiletide right when the baloy) boy for the first time, unassisted, a shockwave of
decided o take his first steps. Tn his that magic cdled joy) ripped through the
grandmaother's living room, the nine-month-old  assenbled crowd (ike an earthquake: 100 on
surveyed the scene before him. The brown the Richter scale. Tt shook everyone in atten-
carpet stretched out before hin like a barren dance with pride and happingss. Vo one was
wastdand, the monochromatic palette even maore affected than the boy's mother.
rising up the walls; the wood pandling there Then another... and another like ripples in

was the only) evidence of trees ever existing on 4 pond, aftershocks on the heels of a quake,
that giant plain. Tortunately), the little boy) was  his sulssequent steps left depressions not in
not done; dl arownd him fans sat on chairs the earth, but in the family's memories.
and sofgs that stood over the bagly's head, The young) oy could see her now, eyes
embglazoned with patterns that had, on other wide with joy and glee, arms wide open. Just
davs, meamerized the Youndster for hours. But a4 faw steps wore, and an wnlelievaloy huge
this Aay), this hour, this very moment; this was — hug awdited the new walker. Gravity, for just
the little boy's time to shine. those faw moments as the toddler tottered
tar away), across the vast desert of carpet,  over the carpeted plain, seemed to relax her
the child saw a beaming face shining on him hold on the world. And then, with one (ast,
lie the sun, beckoring in alarnduade he codd  find, hwde step, the bdgy) came to a stand-
not understand but colld nonetheless compre~ ing halt in Grandmad's arws. Mot for (ong,

hend: Come here, little one. Come to though; soon he was walking on air, fying
Grandmal’ aromd. in 4 great big), girormous Qrandma
The bdoy oy smiled and giggled. He g And the ittle boy couldn't have felt
Aidn’t need 1o be told twice. That boundless more important, more giont.
adrendline called love coursed through his tiny Then he was on the growd again, and
veins, and he stood up, woldeling, grasping walking this way, and that way, and every
frantically for a handhold. Suddenly he was wWhich way on the carpet that crinkled un-
steadied oy a gertle hand, the hand of his derfoot of such a youwg giant. Tindly, eyes
maother. She, too, was beanming) at the oy wide, he stopped in front of a woman whose

His eves turned back, to his destination. face he had kpown since the first day of his
Determination sparded in his blue eyes, and (fetime. She leaned over, smiled, and said
the light from tdl lamps plaved off his shock- “Austin... T so happy” And, though the
gy blonde hair like ahao. Then, with Al the  (ittle giant couldn't comprehend it in his little
might the little one colld muster, he took one  wind, he was happy), too.
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Finding the Smallest Topic
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