


2024-2025 FAFSA IMPORTANT INFORMATION
● Scheduled to be released by December 31, 2023 but is usually available Oct.1st 
● FAFSA is being completely revamped to simplify the process
● 2022 Tax Year/Income will be transferred to FAFSA electronically
● “Contributor” is anyone who is required to provide information on a student’s FAFSA (i.e. - 

biological or adoptive parent, stepparent)
○ Must have their own email to create own FSA ID to sign the application & give 

consent to use Federal Tax Information (refusal will result in student not being eligible 
for aid)

○ Divorced Parents - the parent that contributes most to the student’s living expenses is 
the parent that will contribute their information to the student’s FAFSA

● Yearly priority deadline is MARCH 2nd
● ALL students & parents will need an FSA ID (signature page no longer available) to create 

an account & sign the application

**SIDE NOTE: CSS PROFILE ( https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/) must also be completed for 
students applying to a private or out-of-state school that is on the Participating Institutions list** 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://profile.collegeboard.org/profile/ppi/participatingInstitutions.aspx


KEY CHANGE & NEW TERM: “CONTRIBUTOR”
A Contributor is anyone who is required 
to provide information on a student’s 
FAFSA, including:

➢ The student
➢ A biological or adoptive parent
➢ Parent’s spouse (stepparent)

A Contributor is NOT:
➢ Grandparents
➢ Foster parents
➢ Legal guardians
➢ Brothers & sisters
➢ Aunts or Uncles

Students or parents “invite” 
contributors to complete their portion 
of the FAFSA form by entering the 
contributor’s”

➢ Name
➢ Date of Birth
➢ Social Security Number 

(SSN not ITIN)
➢ Email Address



STEPS FOR CONTRIBUTORS 
1. Email sent to contributor - contributor receives an email 

informing them that they have been identified as a contributor
2. Contributor creates account - contributor creates a 

Studentaid.gov account if they do not have one
3. Contributor login - contributor logs into the account using 

their FSA ID username & password
4. Contributor reviews info - contributor reviews the 

information about completing their section of the FAFSA
5. Contributor provides info. - contributor provides the 

required info on the student’s FAFSA form



 CONTRIBUTORS (cont)
➢ All contributors must have their own individual email account 

in order to create an FSA ID, sign FAFSA app & give consent 
to use Federal Tax Information

➢ Individuals without a SSN will complete a knowledge-based 
identity verification process (i.e. - undocumented 
parents/stepparents) 

➢ Being a contributor doesn’t implicate financial responsibility 
but if a required contributor refuses to provide their 
information, it will result in an incomplete FAFSA & student 
will not be eligible for aid



 DIRECT DATA EXCHANGE WITH IRS
All students & contributors must provide consent to:
➢ Have their 2022 federal tax information transferred directly onto the 

FAFSA via Direct Data Exchange with the IRS to determine the 
student’s eligibility for federal student aid

➢ Allow U.S. Dept. of Education to share their information with 
postsecondary institutions for use in awarding & administering 
financial aid

NOTE: Even if students or contributors don’t have a SSN, didn’t file 
taxes, or filed taxes out the US, they still need to provide consent 



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLtr3wy4M_CJ2Hrd0UwCAWJOgOPu8l_ZLf


WHAT IS FINANCIAL AID?
➢ Funds (federal, state and/or institutional) 

provided to a student to help pay for expenses 
associated with a post-secondary education.

➢ Must fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid)  or CADAA (California 
Dream Act Application) to qualify for aid



ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:
FAFSA
➢ Must be enrolled in an eligible 

program of study (must be 
making progress toward a 
degree, certificate, or other 
recognized credential)

➢ U.S. citizen, permanent 
resident, eligible non-citizen or 
T-visa holder 

➢ Must have a High School 
Diploma or GED

CADAA
➢ Must be enrolled in an eligible program 

of study (must be making progress 
toward a degree, certificate, or other 
recognized credential)

➢ Undocumented, expired DACA,U-visa 
holder or have Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS)

➢ Meet non-resident exemption 
requirements under AB 540, SB 2000. 
SB 68 (at least 3 years of education in CA)

➢ Must have a high school diploma or 
GED



HOW IS FINANCIAL AID DETERMINED?
Cost of Attendance (COA)
- Student Aid Index (SAI)

- Other Financial Assistance (OFA) 
---------------------------------------------

= Financial Need
(will vary based on the COA of your college)

 



HOW IS FINANCIAL AID DETERMINED? (cont.)
Student Aid Index (SAI)

➢SAI is an eligibility index number that a 
college or career school's financial aid 
office uses to determine how much 
federal student aid the student would 
receive if the student attended the 
school

➢Stays consistent regardless of college 
attended

➢Consists of two components
○Parent Contribution
○Student Contribution

Cost of Attendance (COA)
➢ Direct Costs

○ Tuition
○ Campus Fees
○ Room & Board

➢ Indirect Costs
○ Books, course materials, 

supplies & equipment
○ Transportation
○ Misc./Personal

Other Financial Assistance (OFA)
➢ Outside scholarships or 

financial awards



FOUR TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID

1. Grants (FREE $)

2. Student Loans ($ have to pay back)

3. Work Study (FREE $)

4. Scholarships (FREE $)



1. GRANTS (FREE $$)
Federal Grants
➢Pell Grant
➢Federal Supplemental 

Educational Opportunity 
Grant (FSEOG)

➢Teach Grant
➢Iraq & Afghanistan Service 

Award

State Grants
➢ Cal Grant Program-

■Grant A - Fees
■Cal Grant B - Fee & Access
■Cal Grant B for Foster Youth 

(expands to 8 years)
➢Students with Dependent Children 

Program
➢Chafee Foster Youth Grant Program
➢Golden State Teacher Grant Program
➢CA Dream Act Employment Program 

(LEAP) - UC, CSU & CCC only

CSU Grants
➢State University Grant Program
➢Educational Opportunity 

Program (EOP) NOTE: students will only receive one fee paying grant; either Cal Grant, State 
Univ Grant or Fee Waiver



10th - 11th 
Unweighted GPA of 3.0+

10th - 11th 
Unweighted GPA of 2.0-2.99



2. LOANS
Federal Direct Loans
➢Subsidized Loans - interest 

is paid by US Dept. of Ed
➢Unsubsidized Loans - 

student pays the interest
➢Plus Loans (for parents)

UC/CSU Loans
➢ Dream Loan - available to undocumented AB 540 students at a 

CSU or UC only

Why Get Federal Student Loans?
➢Lower fixed rates
➢Flexible repayment options
➢Variety of benefits that can’t be 

found with traditional loans



3. WORK STUDY 
➢ Allows student to earn money to assist in meeting 

educational costs
○ Federal Work-Study
○ Cal Works Work-Study
○ Institutional Jobs (Student Assistants)

➢ Provides funds through a paycheck
➢ Must mark “YES” to work study question on the FAFSA
➢ Amount depends on funds available at college/university



➢ Middle Class Scholarship - UC & CSU Only 
○ Family income and assets is between 100k - 226k
○ Award cannot be over need or COA

➢ Scholarship Bulletin & Applications available on CCC & webpage
➢ Merit/University Scholarships

○ Scholarships based on students GPA and/or SAT/ACT scores
○ Check out schools websites for incoming or first-time freshman 

scholarships
➢ Scholarship Websites – www.fastweb.com, www.studentscholarships.org, 

www.hsf.org 
➢ Corporate Scholarships – Coca Cola, Taco Bell, KFC, McDonald’s, etc.

4. SCHOLARSHIPS

http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.studentscholarships.org/
http://www.hsf.org/


HOW TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID
2024 - 2025 FREE Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) & California Dream 
Act Application (CADAA)

➢Opens by 12/31/23 this year but usually opens October 1st (yearly date)
➢Priority Deadline is March 2nd (yearly date)
➢Will be reporting 2 years prior income - 2022 NOT 2023 

➢Apply online only at www.fafsa.gov or  https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
➢In addition the CSS Profile will be required for 

some private and/or out-of-state schools 
(www.cssprofile.org)

➢Create a FSA ID 
(https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch) 

http://www.fafsa.gov/
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.cssprofile.org/
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch




Do you have a social security number? DO NOT USE SCHOOL EMAIL



Do you meet the eligibility criteria below?





















ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

What’s New with the FAFSA Videos
https://www.youtube.com/@FederalStudentAid

FAFSA Line by Line Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3CxBRT7V8A

FAFSA Line by Line Powerpoint Presentation
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/application-proces
sing/2023-07-31/2024-25-fafsa-form-preview-presentation 

CADAA Line by Line Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGLNqM_bAQU 

https://www.youtube.com/@FederalStudentAid
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3CxBRT7V8A
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/application-processing/2023-07-31/2024-25-fafsa-form-preview-presentation
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/application-processing/2023-07-31/2024-25-fafsa-form-preview-presentation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGLNqM_bAQU






APPLICATION ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE VIA 
WORKSHOPS & ONE-ON-ONE APPT.

Ms. Womack
College & Career Specialist
Scholarship Coordinator
swomack@lbschools.net
562.591.0581 x5140

Visit the College & 
Career Center website 

for up to date 
information 

mailto:swomack@lbschools.net
https://poly.lbschools.net/counseling/college-career-center

