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Vision and Purpose
The purpose is to offer clarity and direction, enabling stakeholders to prioritize and coordinate their 
initiatives effectively, ultimately improving literacy outcomes for individuals of all ages and 
backgrounds.

● Approximately 40% of Illinois students lack “basic” reading skills

Framework includes:

● Framework for Effective Evidence-Based Instruction
● Educator Professional Learning and Development
● Framework for Effective Leadership, Systems of Support, and Implementation Considerations
● Tools and Resources



Framework for Effective 
Evidence-Based Literacy 

Instruction



Overview of Developmentally 
Appropriate Practices

● “The Reading Wars”

● Explicit phonics-based instruction vs. whole language approaches

● Plan is grounded in findings and recommendations from brain-based 
research on how students build literacy skills - Science of Reading

● Literacy development is not a natural process unlike language development.



Educator Professional Learning and 
Development

The primary goal for PD is to develop a deep understanding of the continuum of 
language and literacy development and create literacy-rich environments.

● Practical experiences or research-based practices should be incorporated.

● Current knowledge and understand philosophies in the field.

● Identify the best mechanisms to provide PD.
○ Webinars
○ In-Person
○ Book studies



Framework for Effective Leadership, 
Systems of Support, and 

Implementation Considerations
Collaboration among communities is imperative to support literacy development.

Goals:

Goal 1:  All students achieving grade level literacy skills.

Goal 2: All educators are equipped to utilize evidence-based literacy practices.

Goal 3:  Streamline and consolidate initiatives to enhance focus for educators and 
students.



Tools and Resources
The state has provided a list of resources to help districts, teachers, and 
parents support the Illinois State Literacy Plan.

The following resources are free:

● Curriculum Evaluation Tools

● Assessment

● Research/Evidence-Based Articles

● Teacher/District Instructional Support

● Sample Lesson Components

● Sample Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Activities



Anticipated Findings…

● More information about writing will be included in the plan.

● The state will not provide a list of approved resources 
districts have to use.


