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Striving for
Excellence

Superintendent's
Message

Dr. David Daigneault

We did it again! Grenada School
District scored an A on the 2023 state
assessments, which puts us among the
top-performing school districts in
Mississippi.

Was it a surprise? Honestly, no. Since
earning our first A last year, we’ve dou-
bled down on our quest for excellence
and have seen even greater buy-in from
our staff, students, and the community.

Achieving this status takes every-
one in the district working to make it
possible. We have over 600 employees,
and they all contribute to our success —
from the bus driver who greets a child
cheerfully every morning, to the custo-
dial worker who tells a child, “You’ve
got this!” to a counselor who helps them
realize their dreams. We want to provide
a wholesome, caring environment so
these kids know we’re here to help them
and want them to be at school.

Our success depends on students,
who have risen to the challenge, and it
takes parents to make sure their child is
at school so we can teach them. It takes
community members who have interest
in our students and who offer words of
encouragement to let them know their
achievements have not gone unnoticed.

It takes a school board like the one
we have in Grenada that knows how to
work together. It takes board members
who share a prosperous vision for our
students and who will do whatever is
needed to meet our standard of excel-
lence.

It takes an unflappable, forward-think-
ing administrative team willing to do the
hard work, to go the extra mile to help
teachers, especially young teachers, find
the strategies that work in the classroom.

And it most definitely takes teach-
ers who drive our students to do their
best. A great teacher can present the
most difficult subject so that it’s easy to
understand. That’s what it means to be a
true professional teacher, and that is why
Grenada has some of the best teachers in
the state.

Education is vastly different now than
it was even ten or fifteen years ago. The
approaches that we use to develop les-
sons for our students involve strategic
thinking and technological resources. We
want to take every student at their cur-
rent level of understanding and improve
the skills they need. If three children
in a classroom are missing a concept,
we’re able to identify and focus on those
three without slowing the progress of the
entire class. Why keep teaching a child
what they already know? We’re looking
for what they don’t understand, and once
we find it, we find alternative ways to
help them understand.

See “Excellence”
Continued on page 2
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Grenada Earns Another ‘A’
Grenada High School Scores First-Ever ‘A’ Grade

GRENADA
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Education, Training, Dreams

By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

For the second year in a
row, Grenada School District
earned an A rating for its
performance in the 2022-23
school year, according to the
Mississippi State Board of
Education.

Grenada’s Superintendent
Dr. David Daigneault credited
the district’s success to de-
veloping a sound strategy for
excellence and enlisting the
help of everyone — from bus
drivers and cafeteria workers,
to students and parents, to
teachers and administrators —
to help achieve the goal.

“We’re all in this together,
and everyone has their role to
play,” Daigneault said. “From
bus drivers and cafeteria
workers, offering words of
encouragement to students. To
teachers who spend their lives

devoted to helping kids learn
and understand our compli-
cated world. To the adminis-
trators trying to manage it all
and give teachers the assis-
tance they require to address
their students’ needs.”

Mississippi’s schools and
districts are graded on an A-F
scale. The grades are part
of the state’s accountability
system, which helps teachers,
school leaders, parents and
communities know how well
local schools and districts are
serving students.

Grenada School District’s
overall score in 2023 in-
creased 47 points for a total
of 716 to earn the A rating.
“And for the first time in our
history, Grenada High School
earned an A,” Daigneault an-
nounced. “That’s an incred-
ible achievement, and I’'m so
proud of the staff, the admin-
istration, and the academic
performance of our students.”

Grenada School District’s
scoring in 2023 places it
among the top 20 percent of
all districts in the state on
the 2023 Mississippi State-
wide Accountability System.
Grenada Elementary School’s
scores ranked in the top six
percent of all elementary and
middle schools scored on the
state’s 700 point scale.

Certain classes performed
remarkably high, ranking
among the top schools in
the state for proficient and
advanced scores. Highest-
performing of all was fifth
grade science students at GES
4-5, whose combined scores
put them second-highest in
the state. Eighth grade science
and Biology I classes at GHS
also posted impressive scores,
ranking 21st and 19th respec-
tively in the state.

The elementary schools
posted a series of high rank-

ings in math, including fourth
highest in the state for third
graders, third highest for
fourth graders, and ninth
highest for fifth graders. At
the middle school, the eighth
grade math classes ranked
number 10 in the state.

In English Language Arts
(ELA), the third grade ranked
seventh highest in the state,
and the fifth grade ranked
12th highest. The fourth, sev-
enth, and eighth grade ELA
classes also ranked in the top
30 scores across Mississippi.

Daigneault noted that the
upward trend in scores for
each of Grenada’s schools has
continued for multiple years.
He attributed the increase
to a district-wide learning
strategy in which teachers and
administrators assess student
performance and cater les-
sons to individual classes and
students.

“Every child is differ-
ent,” Daigneault said. “Some
children grasp a lesson
immediately. For others, it
takes a little more time and
effort. Our administrators and
specialists study the data and
help teachers develop a plan
to ensure that each student is
successful.”

See “District”
Continued on page 8

GHS Homecoming Court
GRENADA HIGH SCHOOL
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(front | to r) Seniors: Nadia Reed, Kelsi Forrest, Haley Jones, Jayla Myers, Kylee Hudgens, rrion Hancock, Kimaria

Reed, Akera Jones, (back | to r) Juniors: Leah Briscoe, Naima Reed, Sophomores: Madison Woodard, Tylecia
Lemon, Freshmen: Madison Alexander, Shakira Alexander, Brooklyn Hardwick, Emma Pitcock, Sophomores: Kate
Cobb, Alexa Corolla, Juniors: Emmiyjah Forbes, and Shaniyah Miers
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AmeriCorps Names
New Leaders

AmeriCorps

Team Leaders
Grenada School District

The new AmeriCorps team leaders for the 2023-2024 Grenada School
District are (I to r) Stacy Bridges, Yvonna Herron, Shicorea Ross-Kitt, and
Markitta Chamblee.

GHS Career Fair
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Grenada High School hosted its annual Career Fair on Oct. 11. Representa-
tives from the business community set up tables in the GHS gymnasium,
where they met with students to discuss career options after high school.
Among the connections made were (I to r) Piper Langham, C-Spire repre-
sentative Tiffany Watt, Lillie Brown, and Ce-Ce Chambers, also of C-Spire.

“Excellence”

Continued from page 1

This is why it’s so important that kids
are at school and why they should give
their all to the assessments we admin-
ister. It’s all beneficial to our under-
standing of how they learn, but most
importantly, it’s beneficial to their future
success. Everything we do is geared to-
ward our students’ understanding. Once
they possess the ability and believe they
are capable, we believe they can succeed
at anything.

We’re proud of how well all our
schools performed this year, but we
really saw exceptional progress in two
places this year. At the fourth and fifth
grade elementary school, all but 25
students scored proficient or advanced in
major subjects. And this year, for the first
time ever, the high school became the
crown jewel for the district by scoring an
A. The administrators and teachers have

worked so hard to make this happen at
GHS. They care about their students and
make a point to preserve their individual-
ity.

Now that we’ve solidified our status as
an A district, is the work done? Not even
close. In fact, we’re just getting started.
We must bring all students up to the level
of excellence. We must keep preparing
them for college and the workforce. We
hope that one day, when they come back
to Grenada, whether in one year or twen-
ty years, they can find their teachers and
say with confidence, “The reason I'm
successful is because you cared about me
when I needed it. You did everything in
your power to help me.”

That’s the power of education. And
that’s why ALL of us at Grenada School
District strive for excellence each day.

Grenada School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, national or
ethnic origin, age, disability, veteran status, or other characteristics protected by law in any of its
policies, practices, procedures or program operation. Grenada School District is an equal oppor-
tunity employer. For inquiries regarding this policy on discrimination contact: Title IX Coordina-
tor, Dr. Tina Herrington; ADA/504 Coordinator, Dr. Lyle Williams; Grenada School District,
253 S. Main, Grenada, MS 38901; 662-226-1606

Literacy Based Promotion Act Annual Report of Performance and Student Retention

The Literacy Based Promotion Act (LBPA) was enacted to improve the reading skills of Kindergarten through Grade 3 students enrolled in
public schools so that every student completing the 3rd grade is able to read at or above grade level. This report displays the components
required under MS Code 37-177-17 of the LBPA, which include the number and percentage of students: scoring at each performance level on
the state assessment in reading and math, taking the alternative assessments (retest) , being retained at each grade level Kindergarten
through 8th grade, passing for good-cause exemptions; and any revised district policies for promotion and retention.

District Report Card 2022 - 2023

For more detailed information, please visit https://msrc.mdek12.org.

Grenada School District

Grenada, MS

253 SOUTH MAIN STREET
Grenada, MS 38901

School Accountability Grade Components

e DR. DAVID DAIGNEAULT
M Jdaigneault@grenadakl2.com

Teacher Data

Mississippi's accountability system assigns "A" through "F" letter grades for schools and
districts. Grades are based on student achievement, student growth, student

participation in testing, and other academic measures.
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Measurements of student performance on the statewide English language arts (ELA) ‘

Math
Measurements of student performance on the statewide math assessment.
Proficiency Growth
State 51.9% State 75.1%
District 68.5% District 84.7%
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Other measurements of student performance that factor into the accountability grade. |
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District: Grenada School District (2220) School Year : 2022-2023

State Assessment - 3rd Grade ELA State Assessment - 3rd Grade Math

Level 5 27.1% (74) Level 5 51.5% (140)
Level 4 45.4% (124) 29.0% (79)
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Students Promoted by Good Cause Exemption

$5%(<10) & A. Limited-English Proficiency with less than two Years in
English Learner Program.

44.4%(=<10)

$5%(<10) § B. Students with disabilities for whom participation in
statewide accountability system is not appropriate.

55.6%(10

C. Students with disabilities receiving two years intensive
remediation or previously retained.

44.4%(<10

D. Students tested on an alternative assessment (for 2022
-2023 this is an alternate form of the 3rd Grade MAAP-ELA).

<5%(<10

E. Students receiving two years intensive remediation and
previously retained for two years.

100%(18) TOTAL

55.6%(10)

Local School Board Promotion / Retention Policy:
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/reports/LBPA/2022/2220.pdf
Policy Revision Date : 09/13/2022

Grenada School District

Detailed Assessment and Other Data

Other Data

Student Performance
The following information shows each level of student performance on statewide
assessments.
Math

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5
State  0-10% State 11-20% State 21-30% State 31-40% State 11-20% 27'3%
District 0-10% District 0-10% District 21-30% District 31-40% District 31-40% Chronic Absenteeism
i I = = ==

Minimal Basic Passing Proficient Advanced ‘
English

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5
State 8.3% State 17.0% State 29.7% State 29.3% State 15.7%
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Minimal Basic Passing Proficient Advanced Post-Secondary

Enroliment

Science

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 ‘
State 11.4% State 11.9% State 20.8% State 33.6% State 22.3%
District  5.3% District 8.0% District 15.4% District 37.2% District 34.2%
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Minimal Basic Passing Proficient Advanced

Student Assessment Participation

‘93.3% ‘ ‘93.6%.

Discipline

Science Participation

28

<

52.7%

‘ 98.5%‘

Math Participation

5% <5%
Incidents of Violence In-5chool Suspension Qut-of-School Suspension




the standardized test for
admission. What many
students and parents
don’t realize is that their
ACT score could signifi-
cantly reduce the price
tag of college.

GHS Assistant Prin-
cipal Kelby Surrell and
academic counselor
Dr. Kathryn Cox work
together to provide op-
portunities for students to
improve their score.

“If they can get an ex-
tra point here and another
point there, it could mean
thousands of dollars in
additional scholarship

Anna Reid McAnally coaches GHS student Lucas
Chaney on ACT test-taking skills. McAnally teach-
es the English and reading section of an ACT Prep
class that helps students improve their scores,
earning more scholarship money for college.

By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

Administrators at Grenada High
School aren’t just focused on shepherd-
ing students to graduation. There is a
growing emphasis at GHS for helping
kids find a more manageable path to
higher education.

One powerful strategy has been ACT
preparation. Students pursuing higher
education, be it community college or a
four-year university, are required to take

money,” said Surrell.
“We’re studying and
introducing new ways to
help them increase their
scores as best we can.”

ACT scores have
shown marked improve-
ment over the past several years at GHS,
and one of the main reasons is believed
to be the implementation of the ACT
Prep class.

Students who maintain a B in the
class — which is graded on participation
rather than test grades — review math
and reading skills while also practicing
test-taking strategies to prepare them for
the four-hour exam.

This semester, the class’s end goal is
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ACT Success Grows at GHS

the December ACT test date. The school
pays for the student to take the test, giv-
ing them a cost-free opportunity to apply
their semester’s worth of study toward
improving their scores. Administrators
are excited to get the data, which helps
determine how well the prep class strate-
gies benefit the students.

The evidence has been promising thus
far. Last summer, the school held a five-
day ACT Prep Boot Camp for reading
and English. “We actually saw consid-
erable growth,” Surrell said. “Several
students went up two and three points in
English, and one kid went up five points,
which is incredible.”

That growth enabled the student to
enroll in dual credit courses at the high
school, which increases their financial
savings by earning college credits while
still in high school.

“I love that we are growing this
program to make it more beneficial and
available to all students,” said Anna Reid
McAnally, who teaches the English and
reading prep class. “This semester my
students have expressed their gratitude
for the extra time to practice, to work
through difficult passages with their
peers, and to learn new test-taking strate-
gies.”

The prep class utilizes ACT’s Jump-
start curriculum, which drills students
on subject skills and provides instant
feedback on comprehension. Scores on
assessments can be translated to reflect
how a student will perform taking the

actual test. The data is useful to Sur-
rell and Cox, giving them a picture of
what strategies are working and how
they might ultimately benefit the entire
student body.

The administrators recently started
a pilot program to introduce the ACT
Jumpstart skills into regular classes at
the high school. The handful of enlisted
teachers devote a small portion of each
day to ACT preparation, which is linked
to their standard lessons. Administra-
tors hope to study the data to determine
how even that limited exposure could
help students who aren’t enrolled in
the ACT Prep class. “If it works,” said
Surrell, “then the goal is to embed ACT
in just about every class here at the high
school.”

Another emphasis is implementing
ACT WorkKeys testing preparation
into classes more geared toward career
and technical learning. WorkKeys tests
students on different fluencies, from
workplace documents to graphic literacy.
The focus allows administrators to push
a wider variety of students toward suc-
cess in their post-high school careers.

“It’s an ever-evolving plan,” said Sur-
rell. “We’re always thinking of some-
thing different we can implement into
the wider mission. And with the speed
and sophistication of our data-gathering
resources, it doesn’t take long to see
what’s working and how to help more
students.”
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Pioneer Days Returns to GES Red Top
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GES students (I to r) Kalisa Smith, Addalyn Ray, and Saiyah Latham enjoyed sitting in a genu- Kagen Mitchell shows his lucky strike as students
ine Old West stagecoach, which was brought by cowboys Jack Martin (left) and Joe Cummings learned to pan for gold at the GES Red Top’s Pioneer
(right) to the Kidzeum’s Pioneer Days event. Days event.

By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

Grenada Elementary students in Pre-K
through third grade have a better per-
spective on history after taking a trip
through olden times in the Kidzeum’s
extensive Pioneer Days exhibit.

Students made two immersive trips
to the 1800s through in-school exhibits
as well as the hands-on Pioneer Days
outdoor fair in October.

Among the Kidzeum’s rotating ex-
hibits, Pioneer Days is perhaps the most
popular, said the museum’s director,
Melanie Williams. “Whenever I’m out in
the community, older kids and even folks
who’ve long graduated will stop and tell
me how well they remember Pioneer
Days.”

When students at the Red Top school
attended the Kidzeum this semester, they
learned how pioneers traveled west in
covered wagons and, thanks to hands-on
activities, got a genuine feel for the ex-
perience. Williams said students pumped
water, churned butter, and made candles.
They sat in a replica of an old-fashioned
classroom and worked math problems on
chalk slates.

Older students learned how clothing
was made by hand. “Our second and
third graders learned to quilt,” Williams
said. “They really enjoyed sitting down
and concentrating on their quilts. It’s
kind of a lost art form, but the kids were
very stimulated.”

The culmination of their pioneer unit
was Pioneer Days, a two-day event in
which classes were able to sign up for
different hands-on activities. Students
panned for gold and saw how leather
artwork was made. They even made their
own whirligigs (“the precursor to the
modern fidget spinner”) and cornstalk
dolls and challenged each other to sack
races.

“These were added activities that
we weren’t able to fit into the regular
exhibit,” Williams said. “We also wanted
them to learn from experts, not only in
our community but from out of town.”

Elementary teachers Tasha Lemley
and Lakela Lancaster brought their own
horses and showed the kids farrier tech-
niques to care for the animal’s hooves.
Local artist and preservationist Robin
Whitfield showed kids how to make ink
from natural materials like black walnuts,

which they used to write with feather
quills.

Artisan Jack Martin came down from
Tennessee to demonstrate the craft of
making homemade brooms, the likes of
which he created for the Harry Potter
films. Jackie Henne-Kerr from the Mis-
sissippi Museum of Natural Science let
kids pet her baby alligator and snakes.

“We even had real cowboys who

brought their stagecoach,” Williams said.

“I think the whole event really gave kids
an understanding of what life was like
two hundred years ago.”

All students at the Red Top school
toured the Pioneer Fair with still more
exhibits, games and activities. Williams
said the community turned out to volun-
teer and sponsor booths, including Farm

Bureau and Holmes Community College.

She thanked students at the Grenada
Career and Technical Center for helping
out, along with Bull Bottom Farms for
contributing the traditional pumpkin for
students to estimate the weight.

Students ended the unit on pioneers
with a visit to KidzTech, where they
built log cabins, learned how to weave,
and wrote informational stories in comic
book style on iPads to help enhance their
classroom lessons.

Williams said the next Kidzeum ex-
hibit is the annual Christmas unit, where
students discover a world culture and its
holiday traditions. This year’s country
is still a surprise, but families will get to
learn all about it at the annual Grandpar-
ents Day event, coming November 30
and December 1.

(Photo right)

To coincide with the Pioneer Days
exhibit, the Kidzeum invited third
graders to enter a writing contest.
Participants were asked to imagine
life as a pioneer child. Students
included details about daily re-
sponsibilities and ways pioneers
might have fun with friends and
family based on the information
they learned during their Pioneer
exhibit visits. Cash prizes ranging
from $20-50 were awarded to the
top three essayists. The winners
included (I to r) third-place winner
Lillian Nixon, second-place winner
Zoey Cooper, and first-place winner
Harper Harrell.

-
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corn husk doll she made.

e was happy with the

Kahleigh Denton (left) and Harper
Harrell learn to make leather jewelry
and artwork during the GES Kid-
zeum’s Pioneer Days exhibit.

(Photo left)

As part of Pioneer Days, the Kidze-
um held their annual Great Pumpkin
Estimation Contest, sponsored by
Bull Bottom Farms. The Robinsons
donate the Great Pumpkin, along
with smaller pumpkins, each year
for this event. On Friday the 13th,
students at the Pioneer Fair viewed
the Great Pumpkin and compared it
to the smaller pumpkins in order to
estimate the weight. Thirteen chil-
dren correctly identified the weight
(101 pounds), and each received

a prize for their estimation. All

13 names were placed in a hat to
determine the grand-prize winner,
which was Lily Jones (above) from
Mrs. Joyner’s first-grade class. The
famous Bull Bottom pumpkin now
resides at the Jones’ residence.
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‘Wizard of Oz’ Revived at Green Top

Students at Grenada Elementary 4-5 staged a musical performance of The

Photo by Lindsey Leggett™

Wizard of Oz in October. The cast of fourth and fifth graders included (I to
r) Campbell Harrell as Dorothy, Kaylen Pratt as Toto, and Waylon Elliott as
the Cowardly Lion. Fifth-grade math teacher Lindsey Leggett directed the
production with help from music teacher Amy Killebrew.

By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

After three years in the making, the
curtains finally opened on Grenada El-
ementary 4-5’s production of The Wizard
of Oz: Green Top Goes to the Emerald
City on Oct. 23.

The school musical, directed by fifth
grade math teacher Lindsey Leggett and
featuring a cast of over 30 students, puts

a uniquely Green Top spin on the classic
film and novel by L. Frank Baum.

Before the recent production, the
musical was set to be staged in March
of 2020 by Green Top music teacher and
Pizzazz Show Choir director Amy Kil-
lebrew. “During Spring Break we had a
dress rehearsal for our performance that
would take place the following week,”
Killebrew recalled.

The following week, school was
canceled due to the COVID-19 out-

break, and classes didn’t resume until the
following August. “The children were
devastated,” Killebrew said. “They had
worked so hard, and in the blink of an
eye it was gone.”

Fast forward to this summer, when
Leggett’s daughter, Lillian, participated
in a Panola Playhouse theatrical produc-
tion. “It was so much fun that I came
back to school and begged Mrs. Kille-
brew, ‘Please, let’s do this together.””

Killebrew still had the script and cos-
tumes from the canceled production. “I
was a little apprehensive at first because
it was such a disappointment back then,”
Killebrew said. “But I can say now that
I’'m so excited and glad we were finally
able to bring this great production to
fruition. These kids have worked so hard
and did an amazing job.”

Leggett said Killebrew was a great
help to the production, especially on the
musical numbers. Over 60 students au-
ditioned by singing and performing lines
from the script.

The cast have practiced every Tuesday
and Thursday since August. “On the first
day, we did read-throughs, and I coached
students on how they should deliver their
lines with emphasis and expression on
certain emotions,” Leggett said. “Some
haven’t needed any help at all. Mabry
Anderson, who plays the Wicked Witch,
was amazing from day one. She was
born to play this part!”

The performance featured well-known
songs from the film, including “Some-

where Over the Rainbow,” featuring
soloist Campbell Harrell, and “If I Only
Had a Brain,” featuring the Scarecrow,
Tin Man, and Cowardly Lion trio played
by Waylon Elliott, Parker Flake, and
Jayceon Black.

The Green Top’s Wizard of Oz ran for
one night only, but Leggett said videos
of the performance can be purchased
through her (lleggett@grenadak12.com).

Parents sign up for a
free account to be
notified about late buses
or schedule changes.

www.BusBulletin.com/parents

Contact GSD Transportation
for more information

662-226-3771
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Pink Out Cheer

Audrey-Claire Yates (left) Kate Cobb (center)
and Abbagail Webber (right)

By Jamie Kornegay
GSD Reporter

their performance.

The pre-game program recognized
different forms of cancer prevalent
among the community and honored
some of those members who fought and
who are currently fighting the disease.
Honorees at the ceremony included GES
teacher Heather King, the late GES prin-
cipal Raleigh Wood, recent GHS gradu-
ate D’marin Burns, and retired GES 4-5
teacher Debbie Montgomery.

The Touchdown Club, Grenada’s
football booster organization, hosted
the annual Cancer Awareness Night at
the Oct. 6 football game. The pregame
festivities included a dance performance
by the GHS Cheerleaders, along with
more than 100 “mini cheerleaders”
who learned cheers and dances with the
squad during the week leading up to

GCTC Students Attend
Discovery Day at UMMC

Emily Finkley and Ary Bledsoe

Ly UMMC
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Health Sclence students from the Grenada Career and Technical Center at-
tended UMMC Discovery Day at the University of Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter in Jackson on Sept. 28. Students learned about careers in healthcare
as well as the educational programs available to earn degrees in the field.
In attendance were (front, | to r) Graces McCrary, Ethan Hobson, instructor
Dawn Wells, Emerie Golliday, Jamarion Ammons, Loran Brown, (back, | to
r) Madison Staton, Addison Bloodworth, Amery Bloodworth, Ainsley Kelly,
Allison Adams, Tykeria Harmon, Alivia Mills, and Terion Moore.

www.grenadak12.com

Memrie Cox, Charlee Kate Spencer, Legend Carver, Kayliana Garcia,
and Robyn Willis

Manning Surrell Kahleigh Denton

Farm Bureau Secretaries
Tour Balloon Quest
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The Mississippi Farm Bureau Region 3 Membership Secretaries held a
meeting in Grenada County on September 26, which culminated with a tour
of Balloon Quest. The visitors enjoyed seeing Grenada School District’s
escape-room style science museum. Despite Balloon Quest Director Tam-
mie Cavanaugh’s suggestion to skip crawling into the balloon ride, the
ladies wanted to experience the virtual balloon ride over Grenada Lake ex-
actly like students would. Visitors from Mississippi Farm Bureau included
(I to r) Morgan Hathcock of Attala County, JoAnn Harris of Grenada County,
Heather Ward of Yazoo County, Savannah King of Sharkey and Issaquena
Counties, Cherri Carr of Humphreys County, Brittney Bishop of Holmes
County, and Vanessa Pearson of Montgomery County.
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Grenada High School Hosts Second
Annual Terrifying Tales

Teachers and students dressed in 50s bury. The author’s best-known work,
attire, donning retro sci-fi accessories including the novel Fahrenheit 451, was
such as light-up glasses and Martian published in the 1950s and *60s. Briscoe
antenna headbands. said students identify with his work be-

Participants were divided into four cause so much of what he imagined and
groups and rotated among classrooms to  wrote about has come true.
hear dramatic readings of four Bradbury “For this event, we like to focus on
tales by community volunteers. one author’s work so that as kids prog-

In a room sponsored by Renasant ress from room to room, they can learn
Bank, Grenada School District Board of about his craft and style,” Briscoe said.
Trustees member Kevin Carnathan read “They can gravitate toward certain topics
“All Summer in a Day.” that the author explored, and they begin

Students from the GHS Theatre class to put together a larger picture of his
enhanced the presentation of “The Pedes- work and ideas.”

trian,” read by Ben McAnally, minister at Students and families completed their
Southside Church of Christ in Grenada. round of stories by convening for a re-
Retired GHS English teacher Doro- ception, featuring thematic refreshments

thy Watson read “Zero Hour” in a room including cake pops from the Culinary
D L i ] e A T sponsored by the Grenada Association of  Arts class at Grenada Career and Techni-
GHS ELA teacher Tanikka Liddell (middle) poses with high school students  Educators and the University of Missis- cal Center. Kids were invited to pose for

Makiya Shipp (left) and Alandria Dyre (right) at the Terrifying Tales literacy sippi Teachers of Tomorrow. photos with their families and teachers in

event. The night celebrated the 1950s-era sci-fi tales of Ray Bradbury. Emily Noble of Mississippi State Uni-  front of a UFO backdrop. Students also
versity’s Writing and Thinking Institute took home a bucket of Bradbury-inspired

. read “There Will Come Soft Rains,” treats, including a set of trading pins
By Jamie Kornegay Approximately 50 kids with more than  sponsored by the Kiwanis Club and GHS  designed by North Carolina artist Kaysha
GSD Reporter 100 parents, volunteers, and community ~ Key Club. GHS’s Pure Imagination ro- Siemens.
sponsors turned out to take part in the botics team livened up the reading with a
ELA teachers and specialists at Gre- event. demonstration of their robot mice based

nada High School invited students out A block of classrooms at the high on a key point in the story.

for an evening of “Terrifying Tales” at school were transformed into immersive Pam Briscoe, ELA Specialist for the

the second annual Halloween-themed environments inspired by the fantastical school district, said students at GHS

literacy event on Thurs., Oct. 19, 2023. science-fiction stories of Ray Bradbury. enjoyed the retro-futuristic work of Brad-
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“District”
Continued from page 1

Daigneault extended credit and thanks
to the district’s school board. “We are
so blessed in Grenada to have a school
board that is absolutely committed to
the excellence of our school district,” he
said. “Our school board, led by board
president Marjorie Hughes, truly believes
in our vision of ‘education, training,
dreams,” and they want to do everything
they can to achieve success for every
student in our district.”

Mississippi’s school grading system
considers many indicators, including how

well students perform on Mississippi
Academic Assessment Program (MAAP)
tests for ELA and Mathematics in grades
3-8 and high school, whether students

are showing improvement on those tests
from year to year, and whether students
are graduating within four years. The
system also factors in performance on the
ACT and advanced high school courses
and how well schools are helping English
learners and the lowest-achieving stu-
dents make progress toward proficiency.

Cummings Headed to State

(Photo right)

Matthew Cummings qualified
for the 6A Golf State Tourna-
ment. Matthew shot a 84 at the
district tournament in Olive
Branch. The state meet will be
held on October 30th and 31st
at Diamondhead, Mississippi.

423 S. LINE STREET » 662-227-3370
ADULT EDUCATION CENTER/ROOM 10

HOURS: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 11:30 and 2:00 - 5:00 p.m
Friday: 8:00a.m. - 12:00p.m.

-~ FREE ..

computer
access Free printing
for school Free ACT financial Free FAFSA for school
related Practice |Jiteracy application related
items test help and help items

A tmall place
wjith Lets
*e feahn

vt

» Custom Forms » Custom Stamps ¢ Banners
* Educational Books ¢ Julia’s Jelly & Jams
* Car Magnets ° Flyers  B&W or Color Copies
* Business Cards ° Yard Signs * Window Decals
* Nic-Naks Pottery * Essential Oils * Local Honey
* Teaching Supplies ¢ Janitorial Supplies
* Lions Club Pecans ¢ Lamination Services
* Send/Receive Faxes ¢ Invitations
* And So Much More!

2245 Commerce St. - Hwy. 51 South
FREE DELIVERY - Call (662) 226-1901 or (662) 307-2394
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 & Sat. 9-12

Eighth grader Ruby Kornegay
(right) was awarded Farm Bureau’s
Charging Forward Award, which
recognizes a student’s academ-
ics, citizenship, and leadership.
Farm Bureau agent Matt McCrory
presented the award at Grenada
Middle School.

(Photo left)

Grenada Band members (front, |
to r) Maddie Ingram, Anna
Ferguson, Jane Wicker, Mary
Clayton Logan, Abigail Presley,
Sarah Trotter, Charlesa

Johnson, (back, | to r) Ekeyvion
Noel, Kendricks Caffey, Deandrae
Rimmer, Alan Henderson, and
Ciara Townes participated in the
Pride of Hayden Marching Festi-

| val in Hayden, Alabama on Sat.,

| Oct. 21. The band presented their
halftime marching show, Medusa,
" | and captured their second Grand
| Champion honor of the season,
along with Overall Color Guard,
and Overall Percussion. In the
largest class, 5A, Grenada also

/| earned Overall Band, Best Drum
Major, Color Guard, and Percus-
sion.
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