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NJCDD's Eye on Advocacy weekly e-newsletter
published every Tuesday focused on important
news and events for the intellectual and or
developmental disabilities community. You are
welcome to submit news items and

feedback to njcdd@njcdd.org.

Subscribe to NJCDD's Publications

Take Action

Tell Us About Your Experience
with Transportation Safety on

School Buses

NJCDD and Regional Family Support Planning
Councils co-hosted the School Bus Transportation
Safety Listening Session to obtain family
testimonies. We continue collecting family voices
through our online survey.
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SPAN Resource Parent Virtual
Training (SRP)Winter 2024

Self-Advocates, Parents, Caregivers and
Professionals are welcome to participate. The
training is free if participants agree to volunteer for
30 hours upon completion. There is a $350 fee for
those who do not wish to volunteer. The course
includes eight weekly sessions from 6:30 pm - 8:30
pm.

Participants learn about:

e Laws and regulations
Learn More e Special education processes
e Strategies for working effectively with the

school team

e Dynamics of systems that serve children
with disabilities and special health care
needs

Inte News
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Biden-Harris Administration
Announces Updated Resource to
Support the Inclusion of Children
with Disabilities in Early Childhood
Programs

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
and U.S. Department of Education (the
Departments) today announced the release of an
updated joint-policy statement on supporting the
inclusion of children with disabilities in early
childhood programs.

The HHS-ED Policy Statement on the Inclusion of
Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood
Programs builds upon a statement originally
released in 2015 and includes a renewed
commitment and urgency, as children with
disabilities continue to face barriers accessing and
fully participating in inclusive early childhood
programs. The statement was updated consistent
with a directive to both agencies in President

New Jersey Human Services and The Boggs Center
on Developmental Disabilities today announced the
launch of the Jobs that Care New Jersey website
highlighting the availability of jobs providing

direct supports for individuals with disabilities and

older adults. Click here to read the full article.
People can search the new site to find jobs as:

o Direct support professionals who support
individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities to participate
in home and community life while
promoting well-being; and

o Certified home health aides who assist
adults ages 60 and older, and children
and adults with disabilities or chronic
medical conditions, to live in their homes
by supporting daily activities.

Biden's Executive Order on Increasing Access to
High-Quality Care and Supporting Caregivers.

Government, at all levels, early childhood systems,
and schools must work together to provide
necessary support to parents with their kids,” said
Secretary of Health and Human Services Xavier
Becerra. “Today, Secretary Cardona and | reaffirm
the federal government's commitment to our role in
this important work. Together, we can ensure every
child with disabilities can participate in high-quality
early childhood programs.”

“Our nation’s youngest learners - including those
with disabilities - deserve access to high quality
early childhood programs that nurture their
potential and provide a strong foundation for future
success,” said U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel
Cardona. “Today, the U.S. Department of Education
and the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services strengthen our shared commitment to
break down barriers for young children with
disabilities and Raise the Bar for inclusivity in our
early childhood programs.” Read the entire
article here.

NJ Human Services & The Boggs Center on Developmental Disabilities Launch ‘Jobs
That Care New Jersey’ to Highlight Direct Care Job Opportunities

As the website evolves, additional jobs in the direct
support and service workforce will be added.
Human Services has also awarded funding to an
advertising firm to design a promotional campaign
in the coming months to highlight the website and
recruit direct care workers to the home and
community-based care field.

“Bolstering our caregiving workforce has long been
one of my top priorities, and while we have invested
in these critical jobs through wage increases and
supports, we've now made it easier to connect
jobseekers to these essential job opportunities,”
Human Services Commissioner Sarah Adelman said.
“| encourage anyone interested in pursuing a
rewarding career in the care economy to please visit
this new site to learn more and find jobs in your
area. This work makes a real and meaningful
difference in people’s lives. Please take a look and
learn more about these jobs that care.”
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NJ Community Vendor Lists are released by Public Partners PPL, and Financial
Management Services (Easterseals). The lists are extensive but not exhaustive.
Any vendor can become a Goods and Services provider if they meet the DDD's

provider qualifications.

e PPL: https://www.publicpartnerships.com/state-programs-ppl/new-

jersey/nj-division-of-developmental-disabilities-ddd/nj-ddd-vendor-
information/#content. Find “NJ DDD Community Vendor List” link
under “Community Vendor List”

e Financial Management Services
(Easterseals): https://www.financialmanagementservices.org/vendor-
list/
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