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TO: Board of Directors 
Event Dates 
12/15/23 

RE: 
DATE: 

 
 
December: 

• 12/18/23-1/2/24…Winter Break 
 
January: 

• 1/9/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

• 1/11/24…Board Facilities Workshop-4 PM 
 

• 1/23/23…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 
February: 

• 2/13/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 
o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 

 
• 2/27/24…Board Meeting-Board Room-6:30 PM 

o Ex. Session-(only if needed) 
 



Student/Superintendent Advisory Committee 
12/8/23  

11:30am-12:30PM 

 
Relevant and Current School Issues from Students’ Perspective-Share Discuss  
 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Offerings 
Ryan Beard, Career and Technical Education Director (CTE), shared CTE program 
information, new courses for this year and the upcoming year. He detailed courses for 
several career pathway options including business management, finance, law, and 
public safety. Health Science pathways include lab research, sports medicine, personal 
training, and health care. Dual credits are available for some classes. The goal is to 
have students earn 15 college credits with the ability to know in advance which colleges 
will accept the transfer credits. Students asked to have opportunities to explore careers 
their freshman year to better chose classes in alignment with career pathways. 
 
Technology Information 
Mike Leseberg, Executive Director of Information Technology (IT), and Greg Pipkins, 
Director of IT, shared their department employs 14 work-based students this year. 
Students involved include running start, special education, and Richland/Hanford 
students. These jobs are posted on the Career Center job postings site. All will earn Dell 
certification. Students receive training on chrome book repairs and other technology 
issues. Mr. Pipkin discussed the problem with wireless in schools. He shared the district 
has no control over the availability of personal cell phone carrier’s service. The district 
will be adding 200 more wireless access points in schools in next. Currently some areas 
of buildings are overused with chrome books and personal cell phones fighting for 
connectivity. There is no way to allow chrome books first access. The district will be 
moving from 5GB to 20GB which will require new equipment to handle the load. He also 
shared information regarding phishing emails-how to identify them and how to forward 
these so IT staff can investigate their source. Mr. Pipkins will send an email to share this 
information with students.  
 
Students were asked about classroom smartboard technology vs. mobile TV’s which 
can be moved around the classroom. The new technology is interactive as well. More 
training is planned in the future.  
 
Future topics for meetings: 

• Repairing Hanford High School roof-should be top of the list (Board Workshop in 
January to discuss future projects)  



• Safety and security 
• Update on Social Emotional Learning (SEL)  
• Advisory period-Is it working? (perhaps have students lead advisories to help 

with engagement) (needs to be appropriate to age group) 
 
Students were asked to sign up to attend the District Community Mental Health group.  
Student input is needed on this committee. Next meeting is January 9th at 10:30am. 
Staff members will work to get this message out to students.  
 
Mayumi Evangelista volunteered to report at the next board meeting on December 12th.  
 
Next Meeting 

o January 12, 2024 - 11:30am – TLAC 
 

 
 
 



Upcoming Events/Activities 
This list is suggestions of RSD and community events to attend as a Board Member. By no means is it a comprehensive 
list of all activities in the District. Future events will be added weekly. 

Tuesday 2nd: 
• BACK TO SCHOOL 

Thursday 11th: 
• Careers & Financial Literacy Reality 

Fair 
All Day 
Hanford High School 

Friday 15th: 
• Holiday Sing-Along 

12:45 -1:15 PM 
Desert Sky Elementary 

• Family Fun Night Bingo 
6 PM 
Marcus Whitman Elementary  
 
 
 

December 18 – January 1 
 
 

December      January  

 

Hanford + Richland High School Athletics Calendars 
https://hanfordathletics.com/events 
https://bomberathletics.com/events 

https://hanfordathletics.com/events
https://bomberathletics.com/events


https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/lifestyle/pasco-high-school-hosts-hidden-in-plain-sight-event-to-educate-parents/article_51780fba-9604-
11ee-ae48-7750b24e077b.html

Pasco High School Hosts 'Hidden in Plain Sight' Event to Educate Parents
Morgan Huff
Dec 8, 2023

PASCO, Wash. -- Pasco High School will be collaborating with the Pasco Prevention Network to teach parents about the 'Hidden
in Plain Sight' program.

The Hidden in Plain Sight program shines a light on indicators of teen drug use, mental health concerns, unhealthy
relationships, human traf�cking and other risks teens may face. 

The event Pasco High School will be hosting is to give parents and community members insight on how to spot the signs of a
friend or child may be experiencing one of the things listed.

The event will be Wednesday, December 13, 2023 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Pasco High School Auditorium.

The two-part hands-on event will provide parents and community members a way to actively participate and learn more about
the issues happening to youth. 

https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/users/profile/Morgan%20Huff
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/coronavirus/pasco-school-district-athletics-will-resume-on-nov-9/image_cc4838d0-2a13-5def-879a-73343a3ae806.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/coronavirus/pasco-school-district-athletics-will-resume-on-nov-9/image_cc4838d0-2a13-5def-879a-73343a3ae806.html
https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/coronavirus/pasco-school-district-athletics-will-resume-on-nov-9/image_cc4838d0-2a13-5def-879a-73343a3ae806.html
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⌃

Some of the hands-on that those who attend will get the opportunity to do is walk through a mock teen bedroom and try to
identify more than 70 items hidden in the room that may show signs of a problem or risky behavior.

After the hands-on display, those who attended will be invited to a presentation and open discussion that will cover the
identi�cation and discussion of items and how they show signs of a problem or risky behavior, insight to popular local youth
trends and data and tools to help navigate the teen years and discussion points for family conversations.

Those who attend must be older than 18-years-old. Childcare will be provided and the presentation will be available in both
English and Spanish.

MORE ON APPLEVALLEYNEWSNOW.COM

 COPYRIGHT 2023 BY APPLE VALLEY NEWS NOW. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. THIS MATERIAL MAY NOT BE PUBLISHED, BROADCAST,
REWRITTEN OR REDISTRIBUTED.

Tri-City Dust Devils offering VIP Experiences for 2024 Season Ticket buyers
Morgan Huff

Hanford High School hosts third annual Holiday Bazaar Saturday
By Rylee Fitzgerald

Tri-Cities man charged with Organized Retail Theft. It's a growing problem across the nation
Alyssa Warner

https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=99deb909-1a34-4444-bd33-62523dc80a80&ag=7h3c4is&sfe=17ab00c4&sig=H_WXCQ0cfhDNDFg7KDX-GfqRZN0tM7AcJoQlH9WIi5A.&crid=9dp3tevu&cf=4812896&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.applevalleynewsnow.com&rcats=y29&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=teadstv&uhow=132&agsa=&wp=${AUCTION_PRICE}&rgz=99352&dt=PC&osf=Windows&os=Windows10&br=Chrome&svpid=11137&rlangs=en&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=9.360000000000014&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&c=Cg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEgpXYXNoaW5ndG9uGgM4MTkiCFJpY2hsYW5kOAFQAXhvgAEAiAEDkAEBsAEAugEECBEYBJICBTc5NjUw2AKIDuACiA74AgGAAwGIAwGQAwGYAwSgAz3CAxQ56h4GqWQdaKL2L1dzKVWsl7w_GA..&dur=CiMKDmNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTIyIhEIhv__________ARIEaWF2MgpMCgc0N3Z6ODlhEK-0ASI9CP35kogBEg9uaWVsc2VuY2xhcml0YXNCJDUzMjVhMzUxLTM0Y2YtNDM2Zi05M2RiLTkwZjVhYjk3NGI4Mgo-CiFjaGFyZ2UtbWF4RG91YmxlVmVyaWZ5QnJhbmRTYWZldHkiGQjx__________8BEgxkb3VibGV2ZXJpZnkKPwoiY2hhcmdlLWFsbERvdWJsZVZlcmlmeUJvdEF2b2lkYW5jZSIZCOf__________wESDGRvdWJsZXZlcmlmeQowCgxjaGFyZ2UtYWxsLTEiIAj___________8BEhN0dGRfZGF0YV9leGNsdXNpb25zEK-0ATIkNTMyNWEzNTEtMzRjZi00MzZmLTkzZGItOTBmNWFiOTc0YjgyOAE.&durs=aI_R4O&crrelr=&npt=2&testid=iavc1%20&fpa=182&pcm=3&ict=Unknown&said=7dd6a05a-19d2-4517-a3cf-6b49e5a8d0dd&auct=1&tail=1&r=https://www.deltadentalwa.com/shop-plans/individual?utm_source=ttd&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=waden_inf&utm_content=waden_inf_vision_value_mp4-v2
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=99deb909-1a34-4444-bd33-62523dc80a80&ag=7h3c4is&sfe=17ab00c4&sig=H_WXCQ0cfhDNDFg7KDX-GfqRZN0tM7AcJoQlH9WIi5A.&crid=9dp3tevu&cf=4812896&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.applevalleynewsnow.com&rcats=y29&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=teadstv&uhow=132&agsa=&wp=${AUCTION_PRICE}&rgz=99352&dt=PC&osf=Windows&os=Windows10&br=Chrome&svpid=11137&rlangs=en&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=9.360000000000014&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&c=Cg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEgpXYXNoaW5ndG9uGgM4MTkiCFJpY2hsYW5kOAFQAXhvgAEAiAEDkAEBsAEAugEECBEYBJICBTc5NjUw2AKIDuACiA74AgGAAwGIAwGQAwGYAwSgAz3CAxQ56h4GqWQdaKL2L1dzKVWsl7w_GA..&dur=CiMKDmNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTIyIhEIhv__________ARIEaWF2MgpMCgc0N3Z6ODlhEK-0ASI9CP35kogBEg9uaWVsc2VuY2xhcml0YXNCJDUzMjVhMzUxLTM0Y2YtNDM2Zi05M2RiLTkwZjVhYjk3NGI4Mgo-CiFjaGFyZ2UtbWF4RG91YmxlVmVyaWZ5QnJhbmRTYWZldHkiGQjx__________8BEgxkb3VibGV2ZXJpZnkKPwoiY2hhcmdlLWFsbERvdWJsZVZlcmlmeUJvdEF2b2lkYW5jZSIZCOf__________wESDGRvdWJsZXZlcmlmeQowCgxjaGFyZ2UtYWxsLTEiIAj___________8BEhN0dGRfZGF0YV9leGNsdXNpb25zEK-0ATIkNTMyNWEzNTEtMzRjZi00MzZmLTkzZGItOTBmNWFiOTc0YjgyOAE.&durs=aI_R4O&crrelr=&npt=2&testid=iavc1%20&fpa=182&pcm=3&ict=Unknown&said=7dd6a05a-19d2-4517-a3cf-6b49e5a8d0dd&auct=1&tail=1&r=https://www.deltadentalwa.com/shop-plans/individual?utm_source=ttd&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=waden_inf&utm_content=waden_inf_vision_value_mp4-v2
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https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=99deb909-1a34-4444-bd33-62523dc80a80&ag=7h3c4is&sfe=17ab00c4&sig=H_WXCQ0cfhDNDFg7KDX-GfqRZN0tM7AcJoQlH9WIi5A.&crid=9dp3tevu&cf=4812896&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.applevalleynewsnow.com&rcats=y29&mste=&mfld=4&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=teadstv&uhow=132&agsa=&wp=${AUCTION_PRICE}&rgz=99352&dt=PC&osf=Windows&os=Windows10&br=Chrome&svpid=11137&rlangs=en&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=9.360000000000014&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&c=Cg1Vbml0ZWQgU3RhdGVzEgpXYXNoaW5ndG9uGgM4MTkiCFJpY2hsYW5kOAFQAXhvgAEAiAEDkAEBsAEAugEECBEYBJICBTc5NjUw2AKIDuACiA74AgGAAwGIAwGQAwGYAwSgAz3CAxQ56h4GqWQdaKL2L1dzKVWsl7w_GA..&dur=CiMKDmNoYXJnZS1hbGwtMTIyIhEIhv__________ARIEaWF2MgpMCgc0N3Z6ODlhEK-0ASI9CP35kogBEg9uaWVsc2VuY2xhcml0YXNCJDUzMjVhMzUxLTM0Y2YtNDM2Zi05M2RiLTkwZjVhYjk3NGI4Mgo-CiFjaGFyZ2UtbWF4RG91YmxlVmVyaWZ5QnJhbmRTYWZldHkiGQjx__________8BEgxkb3VibGV2ZXJpZnkKPwoiY2hhcmdlLWFsbERvdWJsZVZlcmlmeUJvdEF2b2lkYW5jZSIZCOf__________wESDGRvdWJsZXZlcmlmeQowCgxjaGFyZ2UtYWxsLTEiIAj___________8BEhN0dGRfZGF0YV9leGNsdXNpb25zEK-0ATIkNTMyNWEzNTEtMzRjZi00MzZmLTkzZGItOTBmNWFiOTc0YjgyOAE.&durs=aI_R4O&crrelr=&npt=2&testid=iavc1%20&fpa=182&pcm=3&ict=Unknown&said=7dd6a05a-19d2-4517-a3cf-6b49e5a8d0dd&auct=1&tail=1&r=https://www.deltadentalwa.com/shop-plans/individual?utm_source=ttd&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=waden_inf&utm_content=waden_inf_vision_value_mp4-v2
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https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/news/falcon-�ight-planning-brings-in-each-hanford-senior-to-talk-about-future-goals/article_7bba7092-
9609-11ee-8d32-23629c84fb85.html

Falcon Flight Planning brings in each Hanford senior to talk about future goals
By Rylee Fitzgerald
Dec 8, 2023

RICHLAND, Wash. — This year, Hanford High School (HHS) created a new approach to connect with every senior before winter
break, to �nd out their plans for post-high school life. The Falcon Flight Planning brings in people from the district and school to
share information that helps students navigate the options they’re considering.

It was an all-day event that was all about the seniors.

Each on-campus HHS 12th grader walked into the Career Center Friday to talk about their plans for the future. The conversations
were just 10 minutes long, but gave the students time to do some re�ection and goal setting.

Showing

https://hanford.rsd.edu/academics/collegecareercenter
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Brian Sites, Hanford’s Career Center Specialist, said, whatever the student’s plan is, they want to help lead them there.

“Some are going to go to college, some are going to do apprenticeships, some are going to do military, some are gonna go to
work, and so we just want to have conversations early in the year so that we can kind of help them �gure out what that plan is
and help them take steps towards it,” said Sites.

“My main thing that I want to do is do art,” explained senior Magen Hale. “I was mostly trying to get information on how to get
started in, like, the art �eld, whether it's like a speci�c school I should go to or, like, apprenticeship.”

If the students have an interest in college, the military, trades or the workforce, mentors were there to have those conversations,
answer questions and point students in the direction of additional resources.

“I think they're all very helpful, and I feel like I get the feeling that they really care about everyone in their personal, like, future
because everyone is different in what they want to do after school,” expressed Hale.

Whether students had questions about applying for �nancial aid, scholarships, meeting with recruiters or learning where to �nd
apprenticeships, that’s what they were brought in to learn more about.

Ryan Evans is a senior who said he plans to pursue a job in mechanical engineering, somewhere in the Paci�c Northwest. Some
students might not know where to go to start these conversations.

“I learned a lot about the resources I can grab for scholarships and �nancial aid and FAFSA and WAFSA,” said Evans.

Regardless of their plans, or how far along they are in the process, the Career Center wants to be there to make sure everyone is
ready.

“Yeah, every senior. We just want to be sure we kind of don't let anyone fall between the cracks and we have a conversation
about their future with them,” said Sites.

“I think it's a great opportunity for them to learn a lot about what they can do for their future, and just a lot of people just don't
have a plan that helps a lot with this. I think it's great what we're doing,” Evans said.

This is a jump start on those big, exciting plans.

Because this is the �rst year the program is happening, the students were able to give feedback on what they thought about the
Falcon Flight Planning Process, and how it can improve in its second year.
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https://www.applevalleynewsnow.com/lifestyle/pasco-high-school-hosts-hidden-in-plain-sight-event-to-educate-parents/article_51780fba-9604-
11ee-ae48-7750b24e077b.html

Pasco High School Hosts 'Hidden in Plain Sight' Event to Educate Parents
Morgan Huff
Dec 8, 2023

PASCO, Wash. -- Pasco High School will be collaborating with the Pasco Prevention Network to teach parents about the 'Hidden
in Plain Sight' program.

The Hidden in Plain Sight program shines a light on indicators of teen drug use, mental health concerns, unhealthy
relationships, human traf�cking and other risks teens may face. 

The event Pasco High School will be hosting is to give parents and community members insight on how to spot the signs of a
friend or child may be experiencing one of the things listed.

The event will be Wednesday, December 13, 2023 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Pasco High School Auditorium.

The two-part hands-on event will provide parents and community members a way to actively participate and learn more about
the issues happening to youth. 
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Some of the hands-on that those who attend will get the opportunity to do is walk through a mock teen bedroom and try to
identify more than 70 items hidden in the room that may show signs of a problem or risky behavior.

After the hands-on display, those who attended will be invited to a presentation and open discussion that will cover the
identi�cation and discussion of items and how they show signs of a problem or risky behavior, insight to popular local youth
trends and data and tools to help navigate the teen years and discussion points for family conversations.

Those who attend must be older than 18-years-old. Childcare will be provided and the presentation will be available in both
English and Spanish.
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Tri-City Dust Devils offering VIP Experiences for 2024 Season Ticket buyers
Morgan Huff

Hanford High School hosts third annual Holiday Bazaar Saturday
By Rylee Fitzgerald

Tri-Cities man charged with Organized Retail Theft. It's a growing problem across the nation
Alyssa Warner
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Gesa offering $100k in scholarships to high school seniors
BY ERIC ROSANE

EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Richland, WA
Gesa Credit Union is offering $100,000 in scholarships next year to high school seniors and college students pursing degrees.

The Tri-Cities-based credit union encourages any students who have active student loans, are entering college for the first time or are
continuing to pursue higher education to apply to receive part of the total award.

Applicants must be a Gesa member in good standing and, in most cases, have a cumulative high school GPA of 3.0.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

Deadline for applications is Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024.

Recipients will be notified on or before May 1.

“As a community-focused credit union, we are proud to offer resources like these that uplift and empower our community’s future leaders,”
said Don Miller, Gesa’s president and CEO, in a statement. “By providing them with the support to overcome financial barriers, we can help
them to thrive at any stage of their higher education journey.”

Since 1987, Gesa has awarded more than $1 million in scholarship money, said the credit union.

$50,000 will be awarded to high school seniors who have participated in Gesa’s High School Credit Union program.
$30,000 will be awarded to 12 high school seniors entering freshman year at college.
$15,000 will be awarded to six members looking to continue higher education.
$5,000 will be awarded to five members who have active student loans.
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Big shakeup
as three
Kennewick
school
leaders say
they plan
to leave

KENNEWICK SCHOOL DISTRICT
Traci Pierce, Kennewick School District’s superintendent since 2019, announced plans to retire from her position.

BY ERIC ROSANE
EROSANE@TRICITYHERALD.COM

Three Kennewick School District administrators will be leaving their posts in the coming months, including the top executive.

Superintendent Traci Pierce announced this week plans to retire in June 2025, setting the stage for an 18-month succession plan and a likely
nationwide search for her replacement.

She and her husband plan to stay in the community after she leaves the school district.

https://www.ksd.org/about/administration


“I was blessed to join KSD in 2019 after serving 24 years in Lake Washington School District,” Pierce wrote in a provided statement. “The
years have gone by fast, and I love KSD and the people here. I will be retiring having served over 30 years in public education, with 12 of
those years serving as superintendent.”

Kennewick is the Tri-City’s largest school district, serving more than 19,000 students and employing more than 2,000 workers.
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Traci Pierce

The departure of Pierce and other administrators marks an era of heavy transition for the district and school board.

Beginning next year, the district will resume collection of local property taxes after voters twice rejected levy measures in 2022.



Because the district went a year without local taxes and state matching funds, the board and administrators will need to figure out how to
repair the $5 million annual spending deficit.

▪ Associate Superintendent of Human Resources Doug Christensen also is leaving the district at the end of the month for a new opportunity
with the Hanford Mission Integration Solutions.
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Doug Christensen

Christensen’s career with the district started in 1996. He’s held spots as a teacher and an assistant principal for Kamiakin High School, and
also served as director of special services for the district.



▪ And Vic Roberts, executive director of business operations, plans to retire this summer after 18 years with the school district and 34 years in
the public sector.

Roberts played a crucial role in guiding district finances through the COVID pandemic and reorganizing federal COVID-relief funds to plug the
hole made in absence of local funding.

 



Vic Roberts

The district will undergo some substantial organizational changes over the coming months to prepare for these departures, Pierce said, which
may include hiring a deputy successor superintendent to guide the transition and step into the role after Pierce retires.

The school board voted unanimously at its regular business meeting this week to begin drafting a timeline to search for a new superintendent
and hire a search firm.

“Congratulations to Dr. Pierce on her retirement announcement. We are truly blessed to have her in the Kennewick School District,” wrote
newly elected school board President Gabe Galbraith. “It’s because of her exceptional leadership that KSD has been able to navigate through
some of the most difficult challenges the district has ever faced.”

Two new school board members — Brittany Gledhill and Josh Miller — were welcomed at Wednesday’s meeting.

The duo replaced former members Ron Mabry, who was recently elected to the Washington State Education Board, as well as Diane Sundvik.
Neither of them sought re-election.

The school board voted for new officers at the meeting, promoting first-term school board member Micah Valentine to a leadership role as vice
president.

Save up to 90% on Temu
Temu

30-year education career

The Kennewick School Board hired Pierce four years ago after conducting a nationwide search that ended in her and Christensen being named
as the finalists.

Pierce spent the previous six years leading Washington’s second-largest school district, Lake Washington.

The Western Washington school district includes the cities of Kirkland, Redmond and Sammamish.

She held multiple positions as the deputy superintendent of instructional services, chief schools officer, director of teaching and learning,
coordinator of instructional technology and was a principal and assistant principal.

Before taking the top job at Kennewick, Pierce was a superintendent finalist for the Mead School District. She came to Eastern Washington to
be closer to family.
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In 2019, Pierce replaced Dave Bond, who had led Kennewick as superintendent for more than a decade prior.
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West Richland 12-year-old hit
by car in crosswalk in front
of Enterprise Middle School

GOOGLE MAPS
A 12-year-old was hurt crossing Paradise Way on his way to Enterprise Middle School.

BY CAMERON PROBERT
CPROBERT@TRICITYHERALD.COM

A 12-year-old Enterprise Middle School student was hit by a car crossing Paradise Way Thursday morning.

The student was on his way to class about 8 a.m. as he made his way across the crosswalk near Blue Heron Boulevard, according to police
reports and West Richland Police Commander Mitchell Coates.

A woman driving a minivan hit the boy.

He was rushed to Kadlec Regional Medical Center for treatment for a broken leg. The Richland School District sent a text message to parents
in the area that said the child is stable.

Coates said the driver stayed at the scene and cooperated with police. There is no determination of fault.

This isn’t the first time in recent years that a student has been hurt trying to cross Paradise Way.

A 12-year-old girl was skateboarding with a friend in January 2020 when they crossed Paradise Way at Eagle Street. She was in the crosswalk
when she hit a car.
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