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RE: Local School Funds

The elimination of classroom instructional support funds in the FY2010 Education Appropriations
Act has many school officials and teachers concerned about funding sources to alleviate the loss of
these funds. Although some school boards are providing local revenues to replace some or all of
these allocations, others are turning to PTAs, parents and teachers for providing student
instructional materials and supplies, as well as copiers. In reviewing local school fund sources we
have determined two local school sources that may be available to assist in funding classroom
instructional support.

Although many high schools charge a parking fee for students to park on school property during
the school day, we have previously provided guidance that the use of these funds is limited to the
costs of providing the parking, i.e. parking decals and parking lot costs. In consultation with the
State Examiners of Public Accounts, we have determined the student parking fees may be used for
any public educational purpose and these funds may be used for classroom instructional support.

Based on prior legal opinions, we have consistently provided guidance that locker rental fees
charged to students cannot be used for other purposes. Allowable uses of locker rental fees include
locker maintenance costs and amortizing the costs of locks and lockers purchased by the local
school. Because many local schools have continued to charge locker rental fees that exceed the
allowable uses of these funds, these schools have significant balances of unspent locker fees.
Locker rental fee rates per student should be adjusted to an amount that would accumulate only the
funds needed to pay for allowable locker expenses. However, unobligated balances in locker rental
fees as of June 30, 2009, may be transferred to public funds for classroom instructional support,
provided these funds are not needed for any allowable locker expenses.

If you have questions regarding local school funds, contact Mr. Dennis Heard at (334) 242-97470r

Ms. Sonja Peaspanen at (334) 353-9886.

WCP:DWH
FY09-3069

GORDON PERSONS BUILDING » P.O. BOX 302101 » MONTGOMERY. ALABAMA 36130-2101 « TELEPHONE (334) 242-9700 @ FAX (334) 242-9708 « WEB 5ITE; www. alsde.2du



