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Establishing Strong Foundations for Bright Futures 
  

Welcome to the Greenwich Public  Schools (GPS) Integrated Preschool 
Program. 
 

This handbook is  designed to provide families with information about the 
GPS Preschool Program. This handbook is  also al igned with the parent  
handbook for each of  our school sites.  The preschool handbook should be 
read as a component of  the elementary school handbook. 
 

Greenwich Public  Schools Integrated Preschool Program is  an inclusive 
educational  program. The program provides a learning environment in 
which children with identif ied special  needs and their  typically developing 
peers learn,  develop,  and grow together.  The Preschool Program 
encapsulates our “P3” students who are two years away from kindergarten,  
as well  as our “PK” students who transit ion to kindergarten the following 
school year.  
 

Through a structured language and play based program, every child 
receives appropriate instruction.  Greenwich Public  Schools Integrated 
Preschool classes provide instruction for students who are three and four 
years old.  The multi-age environment provides opportunities for peer 
modeling,  interactions,  and problem-solving opportunities.  
 

The administration and staff  in our schools provide a wealth of  experience 
in the f ield of  early childhood special  and general  education.  The classroom 
teachers are certif ied in both general  education and special  education,  and 
work closely with special ists  to develop a comprehensive program for al l  
students.  
 

Please feel  free to contact  us at  any t ime.  We value your input and look 
forward to meeting and working with new and returning families in the 
preschool program. 

The GPS Preschool Team 

 



 

 
 In  the  Greenwich Publ ic  Schools  Preschool  Program,  we recognize  that  each chi ld  
develops  at  h is  or  her  own natural  pace .  We nurture  this  natural  progress ion of  
development  and provide each chi ld  with  opportunit ies  for  growth at  each 
developmental  s tage .   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Greenwich Publ ic  Schools  (GPS)  Integrated Preschool  Program provides  
instruct ion to  chi ldren with  ident i f ied specia l  needs  a longside  their  typical ly  
developing peers .  The program was developed in  a l ignment  with  specia l  educat ion 
laws to  provide free  and appropriate  publ ic  educat ion for  preschool  s tudents  with  
ident i f ied disabi l i t ies  (FAPE).  Best  pract ice  in  ear ly  chi ldhood educat ion te l ls  us  
that  chi ldren with  specia l  educat ion needs  learn best  f rom their  typical ly  
developing peers .  Our  exper ience  working in  an inclusive  set t ing te l ls  us  that  a l l  
chi ldren benef i t  f rom learning together !  The teachers  in  the  GPS preschool  c lasses  
are  dual ly  cert i f ied by the  State  of  Connect icut  in  both Specia l  Educat ion and 
General  Educat ion.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Each preschool  c lassroom has a  lead teacher  cert i f ied in  both Specia l  Educat ion 
and Ear ly  Chi ldhood Educat ion as  wel l  as  three profess ional  ass istants .  
Our  team of  specia l is ts  which include:   

  Psychologis ts  
  Speech Language Pathologis ts  
  Occupat ional  Therapists  
  Physical  Therapists  
  Board-Cert i f ied Behavior  Analysts  (BCBA)  

work col laborat ively  with  our  c lassroom staf f .  
 

  

 



 

 
 

The  GPS Integrated preschool  program adheres  to  the  Connect icut  Ear ly  Learning 
Development  Standards  that  promote :  
 

  Equi ty  for  a l l  ch i ldren  through set t ing  h igh,  but  appropr ia te ,  expectat ions ;  
  High qual i ty  ear ly  learning exper iences  by  providing c lear  goals  and tra jec tor ies  

for  learning;  
  Provis ion of  individual  support  based on each  chi ld ’s  growth and development ;   
  Famil ies ’  unders tanding of  what  the ir  ch i ldren are  learning and how to  provide  

support  in  the ir  learning ;  
  Teachers ’  unders tanding of  age-appropr ia te  content  and approaches  to  chi ldren’s  

learning ,  and;  
  Communicat ion  across  sec tors ,  based upon these  common goals  for  chi ldren .   

 
 

 
 
 

In  an ef fort  to  ensure  we are  providing our  s tudents  with  the  most  up-to-date  
research-based instruct ion,  we are  exci ted to  announce the  implementat ion of  a  new 
curr iculum for  the  2023-24  school  year  and beyond.  During September  of  2022 ,  the  
preschool  program began a  year- long curr iculum vet t ing process  that  s tar ted with  
16  of  the most  wel l - respected preschool  curr iculum programs.  With speci f ic  goals  
in  mind such as  increas ing family  engagement ,  consis tency across  a l l  of  our  
bui ldings ,  and several  others ,  we decided on the  Creat ive  Curr iculum for  Preschool .  
Feel  f ree  to  take  a  look at  our  presentat ion to  the  Board of  Educat ion .  Creat ive  
Curr iculum is  designed to  inspire  chi ldren through pro ject  based and invest igat ive  
learning.  The dai ly  components  of  the  Creat ive  Curr iculum include a  morning 
meet ing,  interact ive  read-alouds,  play based learning exper iences  embedded in  
c lassroom centers ,  and individual ized smal l  group learning.  The curr iculum is  
infused with  phonological  and phonemic  awareness  act iv i t ies ,  mathematical  ski l l  
bui lding,  and re lated mater ia l  to  the  individual  chi ld  and the  world around them.  
Embedded within  the  design of  Creat ive  Curr iculum is  ongoing family  engagement  
that  teachers  can access  to  increase  home partnership within  the  curr iculum.  
 

The Units  are as  fol lows:  
  Balls  study 

  Buildings study 

  Clothes  study 

  Reduce,  Reuse ,  Recycle  study 

  Trees  study 

 Water study 

 Wheels study 

 Exercise study 



 

To help build a foundation of l iteracy for our students,  we began to implement 
the Fundations Reading Program from Wilson during the 2022-2023 school  
year.  Fundations is  research based & utilizes a multisensory approach to 
reading, writing, & spelling instruction. Fundations lessons are brief & 
engaging and are delivered in whole group instruction as well  as small  groups. 
Utilizing the Fundations program increases alignment with our kindergarten 
curriculum. 
 

The Preschool Program also implements Second Step which is a social-
emotional curriculum. The elementary years are the ideal time to nurture 
social-emotional competence & develop foundational learning skills .  Second 
Step® Elementary offers an evidence-based approach to social-emotional 
learning (SEL),  with age-appropriate lessons. The lessons are provided in 
whole group and small  group settings. 
 

 

 

 
  

The (DOTS) Documentation and Observations for Teaching System, aligned 
with the CT-ELDS provides baseline data and developmental benchmarks for  
the children’s learning profiles.  It  is used to monitor growth and progress and 
inform instructional plans and practices.  Fall  and spring conferences provide 
teachers and caregivers an opportunity to collaborate and support children’s 
growth and progress.  
 

  

 
 

At this time, our preschools will  be at the following locations:   
 

  Hamilton Avenue School 
  Julian Curtiss School 
  New Lebanon School 
  North Street School 
  Old Greenwich School 

 

The locations of  the sites are subject  to  change based on classroom space available at  
the elementary schools.  Please note that classroom sites have been changed as late as 
the end of  August.  **  
 

The Preschool Program follows the calendar of the Greenwich Public Schools.   
Arrival and dismissal times and routines are school based.    



 

 
 
 
 

Age Eligibility for Students 
 

The GPS Preschool  fol lows state guidelines for  kindergarten entrance the year that  
the student reaches  their  f i f th birthday.   
 

To enter  the preschool  program, your child must  be 3  by September 1 ,  2024.   
As of  2024,  a  student must  turn f ive years old by September 1,  2024 to be el igible for  
Kindergarten.  

 

Absences 
 

I f  your  chi ld  is  going to  be  absent ,  please  not i fy  your  chi ld’s  teacher  via  emai l  or  
phone.  Please  fo l low al l  school  procedures  out l ined in  the e lementary school  parent  
handbook for  not i fy ing the nurse  of  heal th concerns  or  doctors  notes .  Ten 
consecut ive  absences  may resul t  in  withdrawal  f rom the  GPS Preschool  Program. 
Noti f icat ion wil l  be  sent  as  a  resul t  of  excess ive  absences .  
 

Tardiness 
 

An important  aspect  of  your chi ld’s  learning involves routines.  I t  is  important that  
your chi ld arrives on t ime each day in order to effect ively support  their  social-
emotional  and academic learning.   

 
 

Health/Illness 
 

Determining whether a child will  be sent home due to i l lness will  be at the 
discretion of the school nurse at each site.  Refer to the Greenwich Public 
School’s website for details  regarding when a child is  required to stay home due 
to i l lness.  Children may return to school when: 
 

  Temperature is  normal for 24 hours after stopping Tylenol or Ibuprofen 
  Diarrhea &/or vomiting has stopped for 24 hours 
  Rash has been seen by M.D. (must bring note to school nurse)  
  24 hours after starting antibiotics  

 
Based on the Connecticut Department of Public Health guidelines, children enrolled in a preschool 
program are required to receive a flu shot by December 31 or they may not return to school for the duration 
of the flu season.  



 

 
 
 
 

Home/School Communication  
 

Email  is  the primary route to  share information between home and school.  Digita l  
newsletters  containing updates and information about your chi ld’s  c lassroom will  be 
sent  out weekly.  Addit ionally ,  the main off ice  may send home updates in your child’s  
backpack.  Please check daily to stay up-to-date with al l  school  information.  I f  there  
are any issues or  concerns you would l ike to address with your chi ld’s  teacher,  please  
do not  hesitate  to send the teacher an email  and/or schedule  a meeting t ime or  
telephone conference.  Ongoing,  open,  and reciprocal  communication between home 
and school  impacts  student growth and achievement.  Please understand i t  is  diff icult  
for  teachers to give you their  ful l  attent ion during arrival  and dismissal  t imes.  (staff  
email :  f irstname_lastname@greenwich.k12.ct .us)  
 

Preschool’s Approach to Behavior 
 

F ight ing over toys,  concerns with sharing,  tantrums,  disputes on the playground or  
in the classroom, and troubles  keeping their  hands to themselves are al l  behaviors in  
preschool  that  are  developmental ly appropriate.  Between ages 2-5,  chi ldren are 
experiencing many developmental  changes and learning how to navigate in the world 
around them. With guidance,  preschool  students wil l  move through these 
developmental  s tages,  each at  their  own pace.  In  the GPS preschool ,  we have students  
with a variety of  learning needs.  We work closely with members of  our staff  as  well  
as  with our famil ies  in  order to ensure personal  safety and consistent  behavioral  
expectations for a l l  chi ldren.  Uti l iz ing the GPS preschool  social  emotional  curriculum 
(Second Step) ,  students are taught behavioral  expectat ions.  Sometimes preschoolers  
have big react ions and require explicit  behavioral  instruct ion.  As a  program, we work 
to ensure that  everyone is  safe and supported.  In  the event that  we have a behavioral  
incident,  we work to make sure that  al l  part ies  are informed and behavioral  
interventions are implemented with f idel i ty.  I t  is  our practice  to work with both 
part ies  to resolve diff icult  scenarios and inform parents of  the steps taken to come to 
a resolut ion without naming/implicating the other party involved.   
 

Conferences 
 

A conference is  scheduled in early December,  with an addit ional  conference scheduled 
in the spring,  for  children transit ioning to kindergarten.  Please understand this  is  a  
t ime for you and your child’s  teacher to ta lk without interruption.  I t  is  a  t ime to  
exchange information regarding your chi ld’s  development,  home experiences and 
progress and growth in  the classroom sett ing.  When planning for  your conference,  
please make appropriate chi ld care arrangements.   



 

Family Involvement 
 

 

Parents/Caregivers are an integral  part  of  the preschool  program. We believe children 
benefit  from a strong home-school  partnership.  There are many ways in which your 
part icipat ion is  essential  to the successful  implementation of  the program. 
 

Each class  wil l  have one or  two class  parents  who wil l  be  designated at  the beginning 
of  the year.  Class parents ’  responsibi l i t ies  may include organizing activit ies ,  
contact ing other parents,  assist ing in  preparat ion of  materials ,  ass ist ing with specia l  
classroom activit ies  and reading with children.  The classroom teachers wil l  meet  with  
class  parents  at  the beginning of  the year to discuss their  roles  and responsibi l i t ies  as  
a  class parent.  
 

Join the PTA to help raise school  funds,  & part icipate in school-wide events.   
 

Celebrations are an important  part  of  the preschool  experience.  Several  t imes a  year  
parents/caregiver wil l  be  invited into the classroom for various act ivit ies/and or 
celebrat ions.   
 

The fol lowing is  the GPS policy on classroom celebrat ions:  
 

Celebrat ion:  
  Parents  or  Guardians wil l  confer with classroom teachers to determine the date 

and t ime of  an in-class celebration.  The t ime may not interfere with 
instruct ional  t ime (examples  of  appropriate t imes during the school  day 
include:  snack t ime,  inside recess,  lunch period,  etc . ) .  School personnel  wil l  
determine the appropriate t ime of  the celebrat ion.  

  Celebrations wil l  be l imited to 10 minutes.  
  Although parents may attend such celebrat ions,  i t  is  strongly encouraged that  

parents drop off  non-food celebration items at  the main off ice prior  to the start  
of  the school day,  avoiding any disturbance to classroom instruction.  Parents  
must adhere to the 10-minute l imit  for their  birthday celebration visi tation due 
to the impact  extending this  t ime would have on instructional  t ime.  

 
Policies and regulations on birthday & classroom celebrations can be found on the 
GPS website .  

 

Children with Identified Special Needs 
3 

Parents,  pediatricians,  community preschools  and/or the Connecticut  Birth-3  
Program may init iate a preschool referral  to the special  education process.  The 
referrals  are  directed to the Preschool  Evaluation team who init iates and oversees  
the information gathering process.  Referrals  to this  process may be made throughout 
the school  year.  Team decis ions regarding evaluation,  el igibi l i ty,  and 
recommendations for appropriate educat ional  programming and placement are 
determined at  Planning and Placement Team (PPT) meetings.  Parents are important 
members of  the PPT process.  Once a student is  determined el igible  to receive Special  
Education services,  an Individualized Education Program (IEP),  developed and 
educational  programming determined.  



 

Parent/Caregiver Workshops 
 

Preschool staff  members offer Family Workshops and Parent Chats that focus 
on behavior management,  caregiver/child communication and strategies to 
assist caregivers to more effectively support their child’s learning within the 
home environment. Specific information will  be provided and sent home to 
caregivers when the workshops and parent chats are scheduled. 
 

Toileting  
 

Independent toileting and self-help skills are strongly encouraged when 
entering the preschool program. When entering our program, it  is  important to 
communicate your child’s level of training in order to ensure carry over of  
skills  from home to school.  If  your child is  not toilet trained, pull  ups,  wipes,  
and gloves will  need to be provided to the school.   
 

Clothing 
 

Each day, children should wear comfortable,  washable play clothes to school.  
Sneakers or rubber-soled shoes are recommended for classroom & outdoor play.  
If  your child wears snow boots to school,  please send shoes in their backpack. 
 

We spend a part of each day outside (weather permitting),  running, jumping, 
and climbing. Please do not send your child with necklaces or sharp jewelry as 
they may pose a safety hazard during active play. Please dress your child 
according to the weather with appropriate outerwear.  Mittens,  hats,  snow pants,  
boots and scarves should be clearly labeled with your child’s name. For safety,  
please be sure that mittens,  hats and jackets do not have hanging strings.  
 

Supplies 
 

Before the school year begins,  your child’s teacher will  communicate the 
supplies they will  need for the school year.  This may include a change of 
clothing, diaper and wipes if  applicable,  daily snack, a backpack large enough 
for a lunch box and folder,  and/or various school supplies.  At that time, the 
teacher will  communicate arrival and dismissal routines specific to the school 
your child will  be attending. 
 
 
 
 


