
Dangers	of	Synthetic	Drugs 

THE	ILLICIT	USE	AND	ABUSE	OF	SYNTHETIC	DRUGS	REPRESENTS	AN	EMERGING	AND	ONGOING	PUBLIC	

HEALTH	THREAT	IN	CALIFORNIA.	THE	FENTANYL	CRISIS	SPECIFICALLY,	HAS	IMPACTED	COMMUNITIES	ACROSS	

THE	STATE,	LEADING	TO	A	SHARP	INCREASE	IN	FENTANYL	POISONINGS	AND	DEATHS	IN	RECENT	YEARS.	 

THIS	NOTICE	AIMS	TO	ADDRESS	THE	CRISIS	WITH	A	PREVENTATIVE	APPROACH	ENSURING	STUDENTS	AND	

FAMILIES	ARE	EDUCATED	ON	THE	DEADLY	CONSEQUENCES	OF	RECREATIONAL	DRUG	USE.	 

A	SYNTHETIC	DRUG	IS	A	DRUG	WITH	PROPERTIES	AND	EFFECTS	SIMILAR	TO	A	KNOWN	HALLUCINOGEN	OR	

NARCOTIC	BUT	HAVING	A	SLIGHTLY	ALTERED	CHEMICAL	STRUCTURE,	ESPECIALLY	SUCH	A	DRUG	CREATED	IN	

ORDER	TO	EVADE	EXISTING	RESTRICTIONS	AGAINST	ILLEGAL	SUBSTANCES.	 

SYNTHETIC	DRUGS	INCLUDE	BUT	ARE	NOT	LIMITED	TO	SYNTHETIC	CANNABINOIDS	(“SYNTHETIC	MARIJUANA,”	

“SPICE,”	“K2”),	METHAMPHETAMINES,	BATH	SALTS,	AND	FENTANYL.	 

THE	CALIFORNIA	DEPARTMENT	OF	PUBLIC	HEALTH	(“CDPH”),	HAS	EXPOUNDED	ON	THE	EXTREME	DANGER	OF	

DRUGS	LACED	WITH	FENTANYL.	ILLICIT	FENTANYL	CAN	BE	ADDED	TO	OTHER	DRUGS	TO	MAKE	THEM	

CHEAPER,	MORE	POWERFUL,	AND	MORE	ADDICTIVE.	ILLICIT	FENTANYL	HAS	BEEN	FOUND	IN	MANY	DRUGS,	

INCLUDING	HEROIN,	METHAMPHETAMINE,	COUNTERFEIT	PILLS,	AND	COCAINE.	FENTANYL	MIXED	WITH	ANY	

DRUG	INCREASES	THE	LIKELIHOOD	OF	A	FATAL	OVERDOSE.	FURTHERMORE,	IT	IS	NEARLY	IMPOSSIBLE	TO	

TELL	IF	DRUGS	HAVE	BEEN	LACED	WITH	FENTANYL	WITHOUT	ADDITIONAL	TESTING,	BECAUSE	FENTANYL	

CANNOT	BE	SEEN,	SMELLED,	OR	TASTED	WHEN	USED	AS	A	LACING	AGENT.	 

ADDITIONAL	INFORMATION	REGARDING	FENTANYL	FROM	THE	CDPH’S	SUBSTANCE	AND	ADDICTION	

PREVENTION	BRANCH	CAN	BE	FOUND	HERE.	 

(HYPERLINK	TO	THE	CDPH	WEBPAGE	ON	FENTANYL.)	 


