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Welcome to Franklin-McKinley School District’s 2020-2021 School Year 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
It is a great honor and privilege to serve as Franklin-McKinley 
School District’s Superintendent. I am excited to begin the 
2020-2021 school year with a stellar team of educators and our 
visionary Board of Education to support our students. Our goal 
is to ensure ALL students are provided a safe and caring 
environment in which to learn and grow. Our students and 
families will continue to excel under the care of dedicated 
professionals. 
 
We will begin the 2020-2021 school year in full distance 
learning based on the growing number of COVID-19 cases in 

Santa Clara County and the impact data has shown in our community. We want to ensure students 
have a high quality learning experience with opportunities to engage with their teachers and peers. 
Reopening schools for in person instruction will be considered and made available when public 
health guidance and data suggests it is safe to do so. 
 
As we begin the 2020-2021 school year, it is important that we are all aware of the 
Franklin-McKinley School District’s policies, regulations, and guiding practices which shape our 
student’s well-being and academic success. I encourage you to review this Handbook which 
outlines the rights and responsibilities of parents and students.  
 
We look forward to educating your children in the 2020-2021 school year and preparing them to 
become lifelong learners in a global society.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

 
Juan Cruz 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Franklin-McKinley School District 
 

Board of Education  

Maimona Afzal Berta, Rudy Rodriguez, Kerry, Rosado, George Sanchez, Thanh Tran 

Superintendent  

Juan Cruz 

Mission Statement 
The Franklin-McKinley School District will ensure all 8th grade student graduates have the skills 
and knowledge to be ready for a college preparatory curriculum in high school. They all will have 
the ability to pursue a program preparing them for university and/or careers and lifelong learning.  
  
Vision Statement 
Franklin-McKinley School District is a community of learners who are committed to equitable 
outcomes for all students and who facilitate opportunities for all students to have high aspirations 
and gain the knowledge, skills, and dispositions needed to thrive in a global society.  
 
Beliefs 

1. We believe children learn in different ways and deserve learning pathways that support their 
individual learning needs. 

2. We believe all children deserve a well-rounded education to become lifelong learners. 
3. We believe it is important to work with families and support their efforts to encourage the 

value of education and what their students need to succeed. 
4. We impact lives by supporting adults and children to become powerful thinkers, able to 

analyze, create, and think critically and influence their own lives, the lives of others, and the 
global society. 

5. We believe learners flourish in a nurturing, safe, and challenging environment.  
 
Core Values (SPIRIT) 

Student Focus: We are committed to cultivating the unique potential of every child. 

Partnership: We foster strong parent, school and community partnerships. 

Integrity: We embrace truth and honesty in every personal interaction throughout the District. 

Respect: We embrace and celebrate our diversity and individuality.  

Innovation: We provide an environment that encourages new ideas and strategies. 

Teamwork: We are focused on results and committed to collegiality and professionalism. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Superintendent’s Office (408) 283-6006   
 
Educational Services Department (408) 283-6047 
 
Human Resources Department (408) 283-6018   
 
Business Services (408) 283-6020   
 
Student Wellness & Support Services and Early Learning (408) 283-6092 
 
Special Education Department (408) 283-6052 
 
Transportation Services  Office (408) 283-6080 
 
Community Relations Office (408) 283-6259 
 
Main District Phone Number (408) 283-6000 
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Academic & Career Counseling 
Educational counseling includes academic, career and vocational counseling for students. 
Parents/guardians have the right to participate in the immediate and long-range planning sessions when 
guidance is offered to students. (EC 49600) 
 
Academic Integrity 
The Board of Education believes that personal integrity is an essential component to achievement. Students 
will reach their full potential only by being honest with themselves and with others. The Board of 
Education expects students to respect the educational purpose underlying all school activities. All students 
need to prove to themselves they can be successful as a result of their own efforts. The Board of Education 
expects students will not cheat, either for personal gain or for the gain of others. (BP 5131.9) 
 
Academic Performance 
The Board of Education expects students to progress through each grade within one school year. To 
accomplish this, instruction should accommodate the varying interests and growth patterns of individual 
students and include strategies for addressing academic deficiencies when needed. 
 
Parents/guardians have the right to receive academic performance standards, proficiencies or skills their 
student is expected to accomplish. Parents/guardians will be notified, if their student is identified as being 
at risk for retention or performing below standards, of their right to consult with school personnel 
responsible for a decision to promote or  retain their student (K- 8), and of their right to appeal such a 
decision. The final determination rests with the Principal as advised by the teacher(s) of record (K-8).  
 
Accident/Injury Insurance 
The District does not provide insurance to cover student accidents or injuries while the student is at 
school, going to or from school, or while attending District-sponsored activities. 
 
Optional insurance may be purchased by parents/guardians through an independent provider. School 
Insurance Form will be sent home in the Back-to-School Packet. Information is available at the school 
site.  
Please see the Appendix for Annual Student Accident Insurance Acknowledgement. 
 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Drugs and ViolenceïPrevention and Prohibition 
Franklin-McKinley School District does not tolerate the use, possession, or sale of drugs, alcohol, tobacco, 
or related paraphernalia by students on school campuses or at school-sponsored activities. School 
administrators must take immediate action to prevent, discourage, and eliminate the use or possession of 
drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or related paraphernalia on campus and at school activities. In cooperation with 
School Police and community agencies in disciplining students in violation, school administrators may use 
prevention-education, direct intervention, expulsion, or arrest on a case-by-case basis to keep the school 
drug, alcohol, tobacco, and violence-free.  
 
Smoking and the use of all tobacco products, alcohol or drugs shall be prohibited on all Franklin-McKinley 
District property, including District owned or leased buildings and in District vehicles, at all times by all 
persons, including employees, students, and visitors at any school or District site or attending any school 
sponsored events. 

The Franklin-McKinley School District also prohibits the use of electronic nicotine delivery systems 
(ENDS) such as e-cigarettes, hookah pens, cigarillos, and other vapor emitting devices, with or without 
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nicotine content, that mimic the use of tobacco products on all District property and in District vehicles at all 
times. ENDS are often made to look like cigarettes, cigars and pipes, but can also be made to look like 
everyday items such as pens, asthma inhalers and beverage containers. These devices are not limited to 
vaporizing nicotine; they can be used to vaporize other drugs such as marijuana, cocaine, and heroine.  

Annual Notice Of Physical Education Requirement  
California Education Code Section 51210(g) requires that elementary students in grades 1 through 6 receive 
physical education instruction for a total period of time of not less than 200 minutes each 10 school days, 
exclusive of recess and lunch period.  For the 2020-21 school year as per legislation passed in June 2020, we 
will not be required to offer the minimum instructional minutes in physical education due to the current 
conditions imposed by COVID-19 and school closures.  
 
Anti-Bullying (BP/AR 5131.2) 
The Franklin-McKinley School District community recognizes that schools must be physically and 
emotionally safe for all students in order to promote and support academic achievement, responsible 
citizenship, and student attendance. The Franklin-McKinley School District will not tolerate behavior that 
infringes on the safety and emotional well-being of any student or adult. Board Policy 5131.2 affirms that all 
students and staff have a right to safe and supportive school environments, free from threat, harassment, 
hazing, discrimination, intimidation, or any type of bullying behavior, including online bullying (cyber 
bullying & cyber sexual bullying).  
The District may provide students with instruction, in the classroom or other educational settings, that 
promotes: 

Ῐ Effective communication and conflict resolution skills 
Ῐ Social skills 
Ῐ Character/values education 
Ῐ Respect for cultural and individual differences 
Ῐ Self-esteem development 
Ῐ Assertiveness skills 
Ῐ Appropriate online behavior 
Ῐ Developing empathy  

Staff shall receive related professional development, including information about early warning signs of 
harassing/intimidating behaviors and effective response.  
 
We know you share our concern that all students feel safe and secure in our schools. In order to reach this 
goal, elimination of harassment, intimidation and bullying is essential. Please talk with your child about 
harassment and bullying. Parents and students are encouraged to submit their concerns through the District's 
on-line reporting form or in person and work with their school site administration who will investigate the 
allegation and work with the parties involved to reach resolution.  Preventing this type of behavior is a job 
for all of us - parents, educators and students.  

To report an incident of bullying, contact the school principal or visit the Anti-Bullying link at 
www.fmsd.org. 

Attendance  
Students are expected to log into their scheduled courses daily in order to keep up with course objectives. 
Faculty, staff, and administration are able to track activities online. If an unexpected illness should arise, 
parent or guardian must report illness to attendance office, and students are responsible for contacting 
teachers to obtain missing coursework. 
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FMSD believes that it is imperative that students attend school for the purpose of maintaining and improving 
upon their academic success. Regular school attendance aids in developing the pro-social attitudes of 
dependability and responsibility. In California, pursuant to Education Code 48200, children between ages 6 
and 18 are subject to compulsory, full-time education, except when otherwise exempted. 
 

Excused Absences - A parent/guardian’s knowledge and/or approval of a student’s absence without a 
valid excuse does not excuse the absence. To be recognized as a legally valid excuse as defined by Ed 
Code 48205, a student’s absence from school must be: 

1. Due to his or her illness. 
2. Due to quarantine under the direction of a county or city health officer. 
3. For the purpose of having medical, dental, optometric or chiropractic services 

rendered. 
4. For the purpose of attending the funeral services of a member of his or her immediate family 

(as defined in AR 5113), so long as the absence is not more than one (1) day if the service is 
conducted in California and not more than three (3) days if the service is conducted outside 
California. 

5. For the purpose of jury duty in the manner provided for by law. 
6. Due to illness or medical appointment during school hours of a child of whom the student is 

the custodial parent. 
7. For justifiable personal reasons, including but not limited to, an appearance in court, 

attendance at a funeral service, observance of a holiday or ceremony of his or her religion, 
attendance at religious retreats (cannot exceed four (4) hours per semester), or attendance at 
an employment conference, when the student’s absence has been requested in writing by the 
parent/guardian and approved by the Principal. 

8. For exclusion, for up to five (5) school days, for failure to present evidence of immunization. 
9. For religious purposes, observation of a holiday or ceremony of his/her religion receiving ADA 

as defined in AR 5113. 
10. A student’s grade shall not be reduced due to an excused absence if work or test has been 

completed. 
 
If a student is absent, the parent/guardian is to call the school the same day as the absence. If the school 
does not receive a call or note from the parent/guardian, the school will attempt to make contact. When 
the student returns to school, a valid explanation verifying the reasons for the absence must be provided 
by the parent/guardian. (BP/AR 5113, CCR 306) 

 
Parent/Guardian Responsibilities - It is the obligation of the parent/guardian to compel the 
attendance of his/her student at school. Any parent/guardian who fails to meet this obligation may be 
guilty of an infraction and subject to prosecution. (EC 48260.5) For the 2020-21 school year, 
attendance will be taken daily and requires students to participate in Distance Learning. 
 
Chronic Absenteeism and Truancy 
Attending school on time, all day and every day is critical to school success. The District, partnering 
with parents, has an essential role in the prevention and intervention of truancy and chronic 
absenteeism.  
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A student is classified as a “truant” after three or more unexcused absences of 30 minutes or more on 
three separate occasions (Education Code Section 48260). 
 
A student is classified as a “chronic absentee” when he/she has missed 10% or more of the school days 
enrolled (Education Code 60901 (c)(1)). To ensure parents and students understand the necessity of on 
time, all day and every day school attendance, the District has comprehensive, tiered prevention and 
intervention efforts to promote and improve attendance. Any pupil is deemed a “habitual truant” who 
has been reported as a truant three (3) or more times per school year and an appropriate district officer 
or employee has made a conscientious effort to hold at least one conference with the parent or guardian 
of the pupil and the pupil himself/herself [Education Code 48262].  
 
Any pupil who is deemed a habitual truant or is irregular in attendance in school or is habitually 
insubordinate or disorderly during attendance at school may be referred to a School Attendance Review 
Board (SARB). The SARB Chairperson or designee will send a notice to parents/guardians, informing 
them of the date, time and location of the SARB Hearing. The notice shall indicate that the pupil and 
parents/guardians of the pupil will be required to meet with the School Attendance Review Board. 
 
In the event that any parent, guardian, student, or other person continually and willfully fails to respond 
to directives of the SARB or services provided, the School Attendance Review Board may contact the 
district attorney to notify the parents or guardians of each pupil concerned, that they may be subject to 
prosecution [Education Code 48263.5]. 
 
The District partners with the Santa Clara County Office of the District Attorney to provide support to 
truant students and their families. 
 
Notification of Truancy Letter 
An automated truancy letter will be mailed to notify parents/guardians of students between the ages of 
six and 18 years when their child has accumulated three or more unexcused absences, early leaves 
and/or tardies of 30 minutes or more in the school year for which a valid excuse was not provided. 
Absences that meet this criterion will be counted toward truancy classification. Pursuant to Education 
Code 48260.5, upon a pupil‘s initial classification as a truant, the school district shall notify the 
parents/guardians, by mail or other reasonable means of the following:  

ǒ The pupil is truant. 
ǒ That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the pupil at school.  
ǒ That parents or guardians who fail to meet these obligations may be guilty of an infraction and 

subject to prosecution. 
ǒ That alternative educational programs are available in the District.  
ǒ That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school personnel to discuss 

solutions to the pupil’s truancy. 
ǒ That the pupil may be subject to prosecution.  
ǒ That the pupil may be subject to suspension, restriction or delay of the pupil‘s driving 

privilege. 
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ǒ That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the pupil to school and attend 
classes with the pupil for one day. 

ǒ If you feel absences reported are in an error, please contact the school.  
 

School Attendance Review Board 
School Attendance Review Board School Attendance Review Board (SARB) is coordinated by the 
District Office and has the authority to enforce compulsory education laws in an effort to divert 
students with school attendance or behavior problems from the juvenile justice system SARB will 
conduct hearings and issue formal directives in response to the specific facts of each referral. The 
directives may include specific referrals to community services or agencies, as well as requiring that 
the student and/or parent or guardian provide satisfactory evidence of participation in the community 
services or agencies. The SARB may refer cases to the District Attorney or Probation if the pupil or the 
parents or guardians of the pupil, or both, have failed to respond to directives or to services provided. 
The SARB may also assign students to a different educational placement.  
 
School-Based Mental Health Services 
School-based mental health services are routinely provided in a school setting by trained mental health 
professionals (i.e. school social workers and interns) focused on prevention, intervention and crisis. 
These services support the mental, behavioral, and social-emotional health of students and promote 
success in the learning process.  
 
School based services are available to students regardless of insurance status. Students may be linked 
with community agencies that accept Medi-Cal or school social workers/ interns when students have 
private insurance or no insurance.  
 
To make a referral for school based services, you may contact your school site Administrator, visit 
www.fmsd.org, and/or contact the Student Wellness and Support Services Office at (408)283-6092. 
 
Short Term Independent Study 
Short Term Independent Study Short Term Independent Student (STIS) is an alternative education 
strategy, not a separate program, for students who are unable to attend school for an extended period of 
time. The request for STIS must be approved by an Administrator. STIS may be approved for at least 5 
days, but not more than 15 days. If approved, its purpose is to allow students to remain current with 
regular course work while away from school. 
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Blackboard Connect Notification System 
The Blackboard Connect Notification System provides opportunity for the school District and school sites to 
communicate with parents via phone messages or emails. Important and timely messages are sent to parents 
regarding school events, special needs for students, and general announcements. Parents will also be notified 
of any emergency situations through Blackboard Connect.  Parents are asked to review and update their 
contact information annually and inform the school when changes occur. 
 
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
Franklin-McKinley School District students in grades 3-8 participate in the California Assessment of 
Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP). Students participate in online testing in math and English 
Language Arts and in science testing in grades 5 and 8. Parents who wish to exempt their children from 
testing are encouraged to contact the school office. Parents will receive copies of student scores for 
CAASPP annually.  
 
Cellular Phones & Other Mobile Communications Devices  
Students may possess or use on school campus personal electronic signaling devices including, but not 
limited to, pagers and cellular/digital telephones, as well as other mobile communications devices 
including, but not limited to, digital media players, personal digital assistants (PDA’s), compact disc 
players, portable game consoles, cameras, digital scanners and laptop computers, provided that such devices 
do not disrupt the educational program or school activity and are not used for illegal or unethical activities, 
such as cheating on assignments or tests. Cell phone use during instructional time is permitted only with 
teacher authorization. It is the discretion of the site Principal to restrict or limit these devices on campus, 
should their presence create a disruption. The school District and employees are not responsible for loss or 
theft of personal property. As a result of COVID-19, FMSD will begin the year in full distance learning. 
Our policies for acceptable use and student behavior related to cellular phones & other mobile 
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communication devices will apply during live video instruction.  
Please see the Appendix for FMSD Acceptable Use Agreement and Release of District From Liability 
Policy. 
 
Challenges to Student Records and Complaints 
Parents who wish to challenge student records are encouraged to contact the School Principal as a first 
response. If left unresolved, parents are encouraged to contact the Assistant Superintendent of 
Educational Services. 
 
Change of Residence 
It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to notify the school his/her student attends, within five (5) 
school days, when the student and parent/guardian move from the address provided at the time of 
registration. It is considered falsification to move and fail to notify the District  within five (5) school 
days. 
 
If a District employee reasonably believes that a parent/guardian provided false or unreliable evidence of 
residency, the Superintendent or designee shall make reasonable efforts (document checks, phone calls, 
home visits, etc.) to determine whether the student resides in the District. Falsification of residency will 
result in the student being dropped from enrollment.  
 
Child Abuse Reporting 
All school employees are trained as mandated reporters. Any suspicion of child abuse or neglect will be 
reported to appropriate authorities for investigation. The District strives to work with families when 
such situations occur.  
 
Child Nutrition Services 
Franklin-McKinley Child Nutrition 
Services is a team of professionals 
dedicated to our student’s health, 
well-being, and their ability to learn. 
Today’s students seek a variety of 
food choices, diverse menus, and 
healthy alternatives. Good nutrition 
and learning go hand in hand. Don’t 
miss the opportunity to check if you 
qualify for Free or Reduced lunches. 
It’s easy to apply! During Distance 
Learning: Grab-N-Go Breakfast and 
Lunch will be available to all students 
who qualify for free or reduced meals. 
Students will need their student ID 
numbers to receive a meal. Please 
don’t miss this opportunity to get meals, and if you have not submitted an application, please do. If you need 
assistance call (408) 283-6010.This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
 

�” Where to get an application? 
Ῐ Apply online at www.fmsd.org. It is the easiest, quickest, and safest option 
Ῐ In the front office of your child’s school. 
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