
Lincoln College Preparatory Academy – International Baccalaureate Diploma Program Admission Policy

Admission to LCPA
Lincoln College Preparatory Academy is a signature school within the Kansas City Public School District.
While LCPA is a public school, LCPA’s standing as a signature school means that students must meet specific
admittance requirements, which have been set by the elected school board. Students must have a record of good
citizenship (no more than two class three discipline offenses (or higher)), a 90% or better attendance rate, and a
GPA of 3.0 or higher in core subjects. In-district students are given priority (early) access to register and are
entered into a lottery for an admission seat. After the lottery, students have two weeks to claim their enrollment
seat at LCPA.

Rationale
LCPA holds the belief that students who wish to challenge themselves both academically and personally should
be afforded that opportunity. The role of the school is not to present hurdles over which students must jump,
but challenges with which the school, parents, and community can support. LCPA believes that students should
be involved in challenges that are appropriate for their academic level and personal maturity. As such all LCPA
students are IB students during their junior and senior years, with every student participating in a minimum of
one IB course.

Students who wish to participate in the Full IB Diploma Program should be able to demonstrate the following:
● Intellectual curiosity and a strong desire to learn
● A successful academic record
● Academic and personal integrity
● An attendance rate of 90% or higher
● An ability to meet all high school graduation requirements

Kansas City Public Schools and LCPA hold the belief that all students should have access to participate in the
IB Program. As such, economic barriers that might prevent students from pursuing the IB path are lessened by
the district subsidizing the cost of certificate courses as well as the diploma program. Certificate course
students are responsible for $50 of the course cost (with a maximum of $200 for a student enrolled in multiple
IB certificate courses). Full Diploma Program students are responsible for $200 for the entirety of the Diploma
Program.

Procedures
Throughout the students’ freshman and sophomore years, the IB coordinator will hold multiple parent meetings
and informational sessions about the Full IB Diploma Program. Once each student has been informed of the
details of the program, sophomore students who are interested in participating in the Full Diploma Program
make that desire known. When a sophomore student expresses interest in the Full Diploma Program a personal
meeting with the IB Coordinator, administrator, and a selection of IB subject teachers is scheduled. At this
meeting student’s academic and career goals are discussed and additional questions about the Diploma Program
are answered. A review of the student’s transcript, attendance data, behavior logs, standardized test scores, and
teacher recommendations takes place. If any concerns about the student’s readiness for the Full Diploma
Program are expressed by the student, parents, coordinator, administration, or teachers arise, the issues are
discussed and possible interventions and strategies are developed or alternative plans are explored. If after this
meeting students are still interested in the Full Diploma Program, they select their IB courses for their junior
and senior years. For Full IB Juniors to continue as a Full IB student into their senior year, they must make
adequate progress with their year one coursework, CAS, and the extended essay, while also maintaining
acceptable behavior and attendance standards. Students who do not wish to participate in the Full Diploma
Program will take at least one IB subject course and have the opportunity to select to take more as a course
candidate.

Policy Review



This document will be reviewed annually by the IB coordinator, IB faculty, and LCPA’s administration.
Updated: December 5, 2023


