











STATE OF ALABAMA )
COUNTY OF LIMESTONE )

DECLARATION AND OPINION

My name is E. Sharfe Black. 1 am over the age of nineteen (19), and | make this
Declaration and Opinion based upon my own personal knowledge, information and belief. I am
an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Alabama and am the Attorney for the Athens

City Board of Education. I am offering this Declaration and Opinion in compliance with Section
36-25A-7 of the Code of Alabama (1975).

On the = 7 dayof tissoi ,£%3°- at a meeting of the Athens City Board of
Education, there has been or will be made a motxon cailing for an executive session for the
following purpose(s)

- To discuss with the Board’s attorney the legal ramifications of and legal
options for pending litigation;

To discuss with the Board’s attorney coniroversies not yet being litigated
but imminently likely to be litigated or imminently likely to be litigated if
the Board pursues a proposed course of action;

To meet or confer with a mediator or arbifrator with respect to any
litigation or decision concerning matters within the jurisdiction of the
Board involving another party, group, or body.

Prior to voting to convene the executive session, I am offering this Declaration and
Opinion for the purpose of stating that Section 36-25A-7 of the Code of Alabama (1975) is
applicable to the planned discussion, and I hereby request that this written Declaration and
Opinion be reflected in the minutes for said meeting. 1 have further advised the Board that if any
deliberation begins among them regarding what action fo take relating to pending or threatened
litigation based upon the advice of counsel, the executive session shall be concluded and the
deliberation shall be conducted in the open portion of the meeting or the deliberation shall cease.

This Declaration and Opinion shall not constitute a waiver of the attorney-client
privilege.

Dated this .- day of -

E. Shane Black, Esq.




Superintendent’s Recommendation

I recommend that Dr. Rick Carter’s Principal Employment Contract, dated July 1, 2019, be
nonrenewed. The reasons for this recommendation, any of which are sufficient to support this
recommendation, are (a) Carter’s conviction of federal crimes related to his employment at Athens
City Schools, in the case of United States v. William Richard Carter, Case No. 2:21 cr49-MHT, in
the United States District Court for the Middle District of Alabama, (b) decreased morale at Athens
High School during Carter’s tenure, and (c) no further need for the Executive Director of Planning
position. This nonrenewal shall be effective at the conclusion of the term, as soon as penmitted by

law.
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Superintendent, Athens City Schools
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APPROVED BY THE ATHENS CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION
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Beverly Maldne

President, Athens City Board of Education
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