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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S WELCOME
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year and welcome graduating class of
2026!

The State of California requires that all schools notify students, parents, and
guardians about their rights and responsibilities on an annual basis.

The enclosed notices provide important information that describes policies
and procedures at EI Camino Real Charter High School that will affect your
student.

Thank you and | hope you have a productive and successful school year!

Sincerely,

David Hussey
Executive Director



MISSION/VISION/SLOs

Mission Statement

The mission of EI Camino Real Charter High School (‘ECRCHS,” the Charter School,” or
the “School”) is to prepare our diverse student body for the next phase of their
educational, professional, and personal journey through a rigorous, customized academic
program that inspires the development of students’ unique talents and skills, builds
character, and provides opportunities for civic engagement and real-world experiences.

Vision Statement

We envision a charter school community, highly regarded for its innovative teaching
methods that empower students to be independent, determined, and compassionate
global citizens who think critically, collaborate confidently, and work passionately toward a
sustainable future in the world they will inherit.

Student Learning Outcomes (“SLOs”)

In order to succeed in a changing global community, all ECRCHS students will be:

Critical Thinkers who:

- Observe, interpret, analyze, evaluate, and integrate information

« Collaborate confidently in a variety of settings

- Develop multiple literacies (linguistic, environmental, historical, numerical, scientific,
cultural, digital)
Make predictions based on evidence

« Produce claims with credible support
Reassess previous interpretations when presented with new evidence

Effective Communicators who:
« Synthesize data from print and digital media
Organize and prioritize information
- Express ideas with a deliberate use of rhetoric
Consider audience, by demonstrating clear and appropriate language and behavior
- Utilize technology to present findings purposefully

Hard-working graduates who:
« Achieve college education, career and individual goals
- Explore options and plan for success
Persevere in the face of challenges
- Become informed, empowered decision makers
Possess a sense of agency
« Exhibit professionalism in all endeavors



Socially Responsible Citizens who:

- Demonstrate compassion, honesty, and respect

- Utilize technology appropriately

- Live sustainably

- Engage in the civic process

- Work towards a just society

« Connect local issues to global systems to create positive change

10



COMMUNICATIONS

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Main Campus of ECRCHS is located at 5440 Valley Circle Boulevard, Woodland
Hills, CA 91367. Our phone number is (818) 595-7500 and our website address is
www.ecrchs.net. The school opened in February of 1969 as El Camino Real High
School, and became a charter school in 2011.

ECRCHS opened the North Campus College and Career Independent Study Program,
located at 7401 Shoup Avenue, West Hills, CA 91307, in the Fall of 2019.

Office hours for both campuses are from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Visitors to each campus must have permission and a pass to be on school grounds.
Students may not leave the school grounds without permission during school time.

Our school colors are dark blue, light blue, and camel. The school newspaper is
“The King’s Courier” and the yearbook is “El Corazon.” Our school mascot: “Royals.”

CONTACTING A TEACHER

All members of the EI Camino Real Charter High School Faculty and Staff may be
reached via e-mail. Emails are formatted as [first initial].[last name]@ecrchs.net For
example, to contact teacher John Doe, you may email j.doe@ecrchs.net. Look under the
“Contact Us” tab on the home page of the website for a list of staff members. Staff
members are listed alphabetically and by department.

TEACHER WEBSITES

Some teachers have created Web pages as resources for their students. These pages
may be accessed through the “Students” tab on the home page of the school website.

11



LIST OF IMPORTANT DATES

AUGUST 2022

08/03: Pupil Free Prof. Dev. Day

08/04 and 08/05: Pupil Free Days

08/08: First Day of Instruction (Monday)
08/18: Back to School Night (Thursday),
6:00 pm — 8:00 pm

08/19: Shortened Day (2:40pm dismissal)

SEPTEMBER

09/02: No School — Admissions Day
(Friday)

09/05: No School — Labor Day (Monday)
09/26: No School — Floating Holiday
(Monday)

OCTOBER
10/05: No School — Floating Holiday
(Wednesday)

NOVEMBER

11/11: No School - Veterans’ Day (Friday)
11/21 -11/25: No School —

Thanksgiving Holiday

DECEMBER

12/14: Final Exams, Dismissal @ 12:30pm
(Wednesday)

12/15: Final Exams, Dismissal @ 12:30pm
(Thursday)

12/16: Final Exams, Dismissal @ 12:30pm
(Friday)

12/19 — 12/30: No School - Winter Break

JANUARY 2023

01/02 — 01/06: No School - Winter Break
(cont.)

01/09: No school — Pupil Free Professional
Development Day (Monday)

01/10: Second Semester Starts (Tuesday)
01/16: No School - Martin Luther King Day
(Monday)

12

FEBRUARY
02/20: No School - Presidents’ Day
(Monday)

MARCH

03/31 — No School — Cesar Chavez Day
(Fri.)

APRIL

04/03-04/07: No School: Spring Vacation

MAY

05/26: Final Exams, Dismissal @ 12:30
(Friday)

05/29: No School - Memorial Day
(Monday)

05/30: Final Exams, Dismissal @ 12:30
(Tuesday)

05/31: Final Exams, Dismissal @ 12:30
(Wednesday)

JUNE

06/01: Minimum Day, Dismissal @ 1:00
(Thursday)

06/02: Last Day of Instruction (Friday),
Dismissal @ 1:00

06/02: Graduation (6:00pm)

* Note: Common Planning Day takes place
each Wednesday, please see Bell
Schedule below. For more information,
please go to the School website.



BELL SCHEDULES

Listed below are some of the commonly used school bell schedules. The bell schedule
for the day can be found on the home page of the school’s website.

Reqular Schedule (M-T, Th-F)

Period From To Minutes

0 727 8:23 56

1 8:30 9:35 65

2 9:42 10:38 56
Nutrition 10:38 10:54 16
3 11:01 11:57 56

4 12:04 1:00 56
Lunch 1:00 1:39 39
5 1:46 2:42 56

6 2:49 3:45 56

Common Planning Day Schedule (Wednesdays only)

Period From To Minutes
0 7:38 8:23 45
Common Planning Time 8:30 9:30 60
1 9:37 10:30 53
2 10:37 11:22 45
Nutrition 11:22 11:38 16
3 11:45 12:30 45
4 12:37 1:22 45
Lunch 1:22 2:.01 39
5 2:08 2:53 45
6 3:00 3:45 45
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Final Exam Schedule

Period From To Minutes
Exam 1 8:30 10:30 120
Nutrition 10:30 10:53 22
Exam 2 11:00 1:00 120

Day 1 Periods 3 & 4

Day 2 Periods 2 & 5

Day 3 Periods 1 & 6

14



BOARD MEMBERS

Member E-Malil

Linda Ibach l.ibach@ecrchs.net
Steve Kofahl s.kofahl@ecrchs.net
Daniela Lopez-Vargas d.vargas@ecrchs.net
Danielle Malconian d.malconian@ecrchs.net
Alexandra Ramirez a.ramirez@ecrchs.net
Gregg Solkovits g.solkovits@ecrchs.net
Brad Wright b.wright@ecrchs.net

The Board meets once per month. Meeting dates, times, agendas, and minutes are
posted on the school website under ECR Board.

SENDWORDNOW TELEPHONE SYSTEM

SendWordNow is used periodically to notify families of upcoming events and student
absences. Itis important that the school has a current active working telephone number
for each family. Therefore, we encourage families to always keep the school informed
of any changes to their personal information. Changes can be made at the Admissions
Office by filling out the appropriate form.

NEWS MEDIA ACCESS

Occasionally, members of the news media may visit the school to cover activities such
as sports competitions, school assemblies, special programs, and general newsworthy
events. The law provides that when members of the news media are lawfully on
campus, they may interview, photograph, and/or film students. However,
parents/guardians may deny or withhold permission for their children to be interviewed,
filmed, or photographed. Additionally, a student may decline to speak to the media and
may refuse to be interviewed, filmed, or photographed by the media.

In addition, various campus organizations (e.g. newspaper, broadcast journalism,
student council) may take pictures and videos during the year that are posted to the
school and/or organization website.

ONE-TO-ONE LAPTOPS

ECRCHS' 21st-century classroom initiative leverages technology to support our vision
of empowering students to be independent, think critically, collaborate confidently and
work passionately. Assigning each student their own laptop device to use in the
classroom and also take home allows ECRCHS to educate our students innovatively by
being able to do more individualized learning, providing the applications that help
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develop their creative thinking and problem solving, and making information more
accessible at their fingertips. ECRCHS uses Microsoft Office365, Google Suite, Adobe
Creative Cloud, and many more applications to ensure that our students are college and
career ready.

INTERNET ACCESS/ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

ECRCHS classrooms have Internet access for students to use for class projects and
research. ECRCHS is compliant with the Federal Children's Internet Protection Act
(“CIPA”). Specifically, CIPA requires schools to use technology to block access to
Internet sites that: (A) are obscene; (B) contain child pornography; or (C) are harmful to
minors.

Please read and review with your son/daughter the Acceptable Use Policy (“AUP”)
found in Appendix A for students using the Internet at ECRCHS; Appendix A also
includes information regarding the Optional Laptop Protection Plan. Both student and
parent/guardian must indicate that they understand and agree to the Acceptable Use
Policy. Without this acknowledgement, your child will not be allowed to use school
computers with Internet accessibility.

SOCIAL NETWORKING POSITION

Students should understand that they are responsible for anything they display or post
on the Internet through social networking sites such as Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter,
Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, etc., and that their online actions can have serious real-
life repercussions. As such, students should use good judgment and common sense in
all their online activities. The following guidelines are intended to ensure that students
know how to behave properly online.

e Students are responsible and may be held accountable for negative or hostile
comments, insults, and/or harassment on social networking sites or through other
electronic acts. If a student or employee is harassed online, causing the student
or employee to feel uncomfortable at school, ECRCHS has the right to take
disciplinary action to safeguard the well-being of its students and employees. If a
threat is made against an ECRCHS student or employee, against school
facilities, or generally in relation to the school, ECRCHS has the right to become
involved. A threat is a threat regardless of the medium in which it is made.

e ECRCHS will always err on the side of safety. If there is a perceived safety
threat, the school will investigate.

16



ACADEMICS

ATTENDANCE

California Education Code Section 48200 requires all children and youth between the
ages of 6 and 18 years to participate in full-time education, unless exempted. All
students are expected to attend school for the full length of each school day.

School attendance is vital to student achievement. Students who develop patterns of
good attendance are much more likely to be successful both academically and socially.
Schools are required to update attendance data and records during the current school
year. Corrections and updates to attendance data and records are not allowed after the
school year has closed. It is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to provide
documentation within five (5) school days after the student returns to school in order to
prevent absences from being converted to truancies.

Excused Absences

A student shall be excused from school when the absence is due to:

e Personal iliness, including an absence for the benefit of the student’s mental or
behavioral health;

e Quarantine under the direction of a county or city health officer;

e Medical, dental, optometric or chiropractic appointments.

- Note: students may be excused from school for the purpose of obtaining
confidential medical services without the consent of the student’s parent or
guardian;

e Attending the funeral services of an immediate family member

- Excused absence in this instance shall be limited to one (1) day if the
service is conducted within the state, or three (3) days if the service is
conducted out of state;

- "Immediate family" shall be defined as parent or guardian, grandparent,
spouse, son/son-in-law, daughter/daughter-in-law, brother, sister or any
other relative living in the student’s household.

e Jury duty;

¢ lliness or medical appointment of a child for whom the student is the custodial
parent, including absences to care for a sick child,;

- The school does not require a note from the doctor for this excusal.

e To permit the student to spend time with an immediate family member who is an
active duty member of the uniformed services, as defined in Education Code
Section 49701, and has been called to duty for, is on leave from, or has
immediately returned from, deployment to a combat zone or combat support
position. Absences granted pursuant to this paragraph shall be granted for a
period of time to be determined at the discretion of ECRCHS.
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For purpose of serving as a member of a precinct board for an election pursuant
to Elections Code Section 12302.
Attendance at the student’s naturalization ceremony to become a United States
citizen.
For the purpose of participating in a cultural ceremony or event. “Cultural” means
relating to the habits, practices, beliefs, and traditions of a certain group of
people.
Authorized parental leave for a pregnant or parenting student for up to eight (8)
weeks, which may be extended if deemed medically necessary by the student’s
physician.
Authorized at the discretion of the Executive Director or designee, based on the
facts of the student’s circumstances, are deemed to constitute a valid excuse.
A student who holds a work permit to work for a period of not more than five (5)
consecutive days in the entertainment or allied industries shall be excused from
school during the period that the student is working in the entertainment or allied
industry for a maximum of up to five (5) absences per school year subject to the
requirements of Education Code section 48225.5.
In order to participate with a not-for-profit performing arts organization in a
performance for a public-school student audience for a maximum of up to five (5)
days per school year provided the student’s parent or guardian provides a written
note to the school authorities explaining the reason for the student’s absence.
For the following Justifiable Personal Reasons for a maximum of five (5) school
days per school year, upon advance written request by the student’s parent or
guardian and approval by the Executive Director or designee pursuant to uniform
standards. Absences that fall into this category include, but are not limited to, the
following:

- Appearance in court;

- Attendance at a funeral service for someone other than immediate family;

- Observance of religious holiday or ceremony of the student’s religion;

- Attendance at a religious retreat (shall not exceed 4 hours per semester);

- Revoked suspension through appeal’s procedure;

- “Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day®.”

- Attendance at an employment conference.

- Attendance at an educational conference on the legislative or judicial

process offered by a nonprofit organization.

Students who are absent should bring a written and signed note upon return to school
for each day or consecutive days they were absent, and submit the note to the
Counseling Office. This written verification must be received within five (5) school days
of a student’s return to school. Upon receiving appropriate written verification that an
absence occurred due to one of the reasons listed above, the School will consider the
absence to be excused.

A pupil absent from school for the above excused reasons shall be allowed to complete
all assignments and tests missed during the absence that can reasonably be provided
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and, upon satisfactory completion, shall be given the opportunity to earn full credit. The
teacher of any class from which a pupil is absent shall determine what assignments the
pupil shall make up and in what period of time the pupil shall complete such
assignments. The tests and assignments shall be reasonably equivalent to, but not
necessarily identical to, the tests and assignments that the pupil missed during the
absence.

Tardies and Consequences

A tardy student is defined as a student who arrives into the classroom after the
instructional period bell has rung and who does not have a pass.

Consequences for tardies include the following:

« 5 tardies per period = 1 school detention

e No lunch or after school detention. Saturday detention instead.

e A student may attend after-school tutoring and get “credit” for one hour of
“detention.” Additionally, for a student to receive credit for the hour of tutoring,
he/she/they must attend tutoring within 5 school days of the detention being
assigned.

« Saturday detention will be held on the second and last Saturday of every month
from 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m._(subject to change)

Exceptions:

o ALL medical/legal-related tardies require an official note in order to be excused
(not a note from parent/guardian)
o This applies to doctors, dentists, psychologists, court dates, etc.
e Bus being late
o Non-medical/legal-related tardies cleared by a parent/guardian (only 2 per
semester)

For a tardy to not adversely affect a student’s attendance, the student must present to
the proper school authority a pass from an ECR staff member.

Students who arrive to school late based on the exemptions listed above will need to go

to the attendance office to obtain a pass prior to heading to class.

Truancy
Any absence for reasons other than those listed as excused absences are unexcused

absences and students do not have to be given the opportunity to make up missing
assignments.
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Students shall be classified as “tardy” if the student arrives after the start of the school
day.

Students shall be classified as truant if the student is absent from school without a valid
excuse three (3) full days in one school year, or if the student is tardy or absent for more
than any 30-minute period during the school day without a valid excuse on three (3)
occasions in one school year, or any combination thereof. Any student who has once
been reported as a truant and who is again absent from school without valid excuse one
or more days, or tardy on one or more days, shall again be deemed a truant. Such
students shall be reported to the Executive Director or designee.

Excessive absences are defined as absences equal to or greater than ten percent
(10%) of the number of school days; i.e., if there are 180 school days in the year,
excessive absences will be 18 or more.

The Executive Director, or designee, shall implement positive steps to reduce truancy,
including working with the family in an attempt to resolve the attendance problem. A
student’s progress and learning may be affected by excessive unexcused absences. In
addition, ECRCHS s fiscally dependent on student attendance and is negatively
impacted by excessive unexcused absences. If all attempts to resolve the student’s
attendance problem are unsuccessful, ECRCHS will implement the processes
described below.

Involuntary Removal Process

No student shall be involuntarily removed by ECRCHS for any reason unless the parent
or guardian of the student has been provided written notice of intent to remove the
student no less than five (5) schooldays before the effective date of the action
(“Involuntary Removal Notice”). The written notice shall be in the native language of the
student or the student’s parent or guardian or, if the student is a foster child or youth or
a homeless child or youth, the student’s educational rights holder. The Involuntary
Removal Notice shall include the charges against the student and an explanation of the
student’s basic rights including the right to request a hearing before the effective date of
the action. The hearing shall be consistent with ECRCHS’s expulsion procedures. If the
student’s parent, guardian, or educational rights holder requests a hearing, the student
shall remain enrolled and shall not be removed until the Charter School issues a final
decision. As used herein, “involuntarily removed” includes disenrolled, dismissed,
transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions or expulsions pursuant to
ECRCHS'’s suspension and expulsion policy.

Upon parent/guardian request for a hearing, ECRCHS will provide notice of hearing
consistent with its expulsion hearing process, through which the student has a fair
opportunity to present testimony, evidence, and witnesses and confront and cross-
examine adverse witnesses, and at which the student has the right to bring legal
counsel or an advocate. The notice of hearing shall be in the native language of the
student or the student’s parent or guardian or, if the student is a foster child or youth or

20



a homeless child or youth, the student’s educational rights holder and shall include a
copy of ECRCHS'’s expulsion hearing process.

If the parent/guardian is nonresponsive to the Involuntary Removal Notice, the Student
will be disenrolled as of the effective date set forth in the Involuntary Removal Notice. If
parent/guardian requests a hearing and does not attend on the date scheduled for the
hearing the Student will be disenrolled effective the date of the hearing.

If as a result of the hearing the student is disenrolled, notice will be sent to the student’s
last known district of residence within thirty (30) days.

A hearing decision not to disenroll the student does not prevent ECRCHS from making
a similar recommendation in the future should student truancy continue or re-occur.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

To earn a diploma, students must satisfactorily complete the required course of study,
earn at least 210 credits, and meet the Service Learning and Career Pathway
requirements. In addition, all graduation requirements must be met in order to
participate in the graduation ceremony.

Required Courses (Grades 9-12)

English (40 credits)

9" grade:  English 9AB

10" grade: English 10AB

11t grade: 1 year of American Literature/Contemporary Composition or
1 year of A.P. English Language AB

12" grade: 1 year of A.P. English Literature AB or
1 semester of Expository Composition or Advanced Composition
and
1 semester of an English elective

Social Studies (30 credits)
10t grade: World History AB
11t grade: U.S. History AB
12" grade: 1 semester of Government and
1 semester of Economics

Mathematics (20 credits)
At minimum, students need to take Algebra 1AB and Geometry AB

Laboratory Science (20 credits)

10 credits of Biological Science
10 credits of Physical Science
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Physical Education (20 credits)
Students are required to take PE in 9" grade and must pass 4 semesters of PE
in total
Students must pass the State Fitness Exam or they will continue to be enrolled in
PE until the exam is passed (note that passing the State Fitness Exam is not a
requirement to graduate)

Visual and Performing Arts (10 credits)
Students must take a one year course in the visual or performing arts

Applied Technology (10 credits)
1 semester of computers
1 semester of another applied technology course

Health (5 credits)
1 semester of Health

Electives (55 credits)
A-G REQUIREMENTS

“A-G” requirements are a sequence of high school courses that students must complete
(with a grade of “C” or better) to be minimally eligible for admission to the University of
California (“UC”) and California State University (“CSU”). They represent the basic level
of academic preparation that a high school student should achieve to undertake
university work. All ECRCHS students will be automatically placed on the A-G path;
ECRCHS encourages all students to remain on this path. However, if a parent/guardian
elects to remove the student from the A-G path, the parent/guardian must come to the
School, meet with a counselor, and affirm the election to remove the student from this
path.

For the A-G path, please note the following:

* Minimum requirements needed to apply directly to a 4-year college after
graduation.

« Completing requirements does NOT guarantee entrance to any college.

« Courses used to satisfy the “A-G” requirements in which the student earns “D” or
“F” grades MUST be repeated with grades of “C” or better. In these cases, the
second set of grades are used in calculating the grade point average for college
admission (for ECRCHS grade point average, all grades are averaged including
repeats). Each course in which a grade of “D” or “F” has been received may be
repeated only once.

« If a student repeats a course used to satisfy the “A-G” requirements in which he
or she originally earned a grade of “C” or higher, the repeated grade will not be
used in the calculating the grade point average.

« A student must complete eleven of the fifteen A-G requirements by the end of
their junior year in order to be UC-eligible.

22



« For A-G Course Lists (search by high school), go
to http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/; then click on the “A-G Course List” tab on the
right side of the screen to search for classes.

A-G Category Subject Required Years
A History/Social Science 2

B English 4

C Mathematics 3*

D Laboratory Science 2*

E Foreign Language 2*

F Visual Performing Arts 1

G College Preparatory Elective 1

Note: * indicates additional years are recommended
For a complete list of UC/CSU courses, go to: https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist
PROCEDURES FOR CLASS PROGRAMMING

Students meet with their counselor twice each year to choose their courses and discuss
their progress towards meeting graduation requirements. During Welcome Week,
students will have the opportunity to meet with their counselor to make program
adjustments. During this time, students with an incomplete schedule, incorrect classes,
and repeated classes may meet with the counselor to make changes.

Students may request changes at the start of each semester.

However, there are NO class or level changes following the 15" class day of each
semester.

In accordance with the Mathematics Placement Act of 2015, ECRCHS has adopted a
Mathematics Placement Policy, available as Appendix B.

AVAILABILITY OF PROSPECTUS

Upon request, the Charter School will make available to any parent or legal guardian, a
school prospectus, which shall include the curriculum, including titles, descriptions, and
instructional aims of every course offered. Please note that, pursuant to law, the Charter
School may charge for the prospectus in an amount not to exceed the cost of
duplication.

PROGRAMS

The School has several special programs. For more information on the special
programs, please contact your child’s counselor.

AVID
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Advancement Via Individual Determination (“AVID”) is a small learning community for
students who have the potential and desire to attend a four-year college. Many
students in the AVID program are the first in the family to attend college and benefit
from the extra support and guidance. The AVID program involves academic instruction,
tutorial support, and motivational activities. Students in the AVID program are enrolled
in the AVID elective each semester and learn organizational/study skills, work on critical
thinking and probing questions, get academic help from peers and tutors, and receive
guidance through the college process. Students in the AVID program are required to
maintain a Grade Point Average (“GPA”) of 2.5 or higher.

Humanitas

Humanitas is a college preparatory program for students who are interested in the
social, political, and environmental issues that shape society. Humanitas consists of
three college-prep classes at each grade level that work together to build academic
skills and make connections between the content areas. The award-winning, project
based curriculum prepares students for success in college and beyond. Humanitas is
committed to the integration of visual and performing arts as an essential tool to engage
students and develop deeper understandings of course content. Students in the
Humanitas program will have many opportunities for field trips and community service.

Careers in Entertainment Academy

Careers in Entertainment Academy (“CEA”) is a four year, internationally recognized,
academy in which students acquire the artistic and technical skills in all aspects of film
and television production, in order to prepare them for a professional career in the
entertainment industry. Filmmaking 1AB includes 1 semester of Film History and 1
semester of beginning Film Production, where students acquire the basic skills
necessary to produce their own group narrative films. Sophomore year is Broadcast,
which emphasizes documentary filmmaking and produces ECREALITY, a bi-monthly
news format web series. Junior and Senior years, students may choose to stay in
Broadcasting, or they may move to Intermediate Filmmaking 2AB, for 11th grade, and
Film Production (Advanced Film), for 12th grade. Both intermediate and advanced
classes work in all film departments to produce 7-15 minute narrative films. Completed
films are entered in prestigious national and international film festivals.

Fashion and Design Academy

This elective based academy offers students the opportunity to participate in the world
of fashion design. Students in this program make costumes for drama festivals and put
on an annual fashion show at the school.

STEAM
Students in the_Science + Technology + Engineering + Art + Math (“STEAM”) program

take a preset group of courses to build a strong foundation in science, technology,
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engineering, art, and math. These include biology, math (either Algebra 1 or Geometry,
depending on math ability), Introduction to Technology/Digital Media, Design Craft, and
English 9. The STEAM program has an honors track and a college preparatory track,
with both focusing on A-G requirements. Starting in 10th grade, STEAM participants will
have the choice to focus on biomedical, technology/engineering, or environmental
themes, within the STEAM program.

VAPA

Our Visual and Performing Arts Academy (“VAPA”) serves students who would like to
enhance their high school experience through the art disciplines. VAPA students are
enrolled in at least one VAPA course each year. Through the support of their
counselors and teachers, VAPA students will receive guidance in developing their
artistic prowess and applying to arts-based college programs. All mediums (including
drawing, painting, design, instrumental and vocal music, drama, and dance) provide
opportunities for community connections and authentic learning experiences. The
academy culminates each year with a showcase of all art disciplines, which highlights
using art as a vehicle for social change.

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT CARD

ECRCHS will annually issue a School Accountability Report Card (“SARC”). The SARC
is published by February 1 each school year. A copy is available upon request at the
school site, and also on the school’s website (www.ecrchs.net, under About).

REPORT CARDS

Report cards are issued and mailed home at the 20-week period. Parents/guardians
may view the interim progress report grades at the 5-week, 10-week, 15-week, and 20-
week periods in AERIES.

GRADE CHANGE REQUEST PROCESS

When grades are earned for any course of instruction taught in the public schools, the
grade earned by each student shall be the grade determined by the teacher of the
course, and the grade shall be final.

Any request for a grade change shall comply with the procedures set forth in the
Educational Records and Student Information Policy in Appendix U to request an
amendment of educational records. The Charter School shall respond to the request as
set forth in the Policy.

AWARDING CLASS CREDIT

Class credit is awarded for classes approved by the ECRCHS Governing Board.

Earning five instructional credits normally requires five 40- to 60-minute periods of class
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time per week for one semester. Credits are based on the Carnegie Unit. One
Carnegie Unit represents one full-year class and is equivalent to 10 semester credits.
One-half Carnegie Unit represents one semester’s work in a subject and is equivalent to
5 semester units. Credit is not awarded for classes in which a student earns a Fail, No
Mark, or Incomplete.

Credit is not awarded for classes repeated to raise a grade unless the grade previously
earned was a Fail, No Mark, or Incomplete. Partial credit is not granted for ECRCHS
classes unless a student is eligible under Education Code Section 51225.2. Currently
enrolled students who take classes at institutions other than ECRCHS must have
approval from their counselor to earn high school credit. All courses posted to the
transcript are final and cannot be removed from the transcript record.

All ECRCHS courses are accredited by the Western Association of School and Colleges
("WASC”) and are transferable throughout the United States.

TRANSFER CREDITS

Subject marks and credits are accepted and recorded on the ECRCHS transcript from
schools accredited by WASC or other regional accrediting association. Credit from non-
accredited schools will be recorded with grades of pass or fail and a generic subject
description. Credits for non-accredited school outside of the United States require
certified translations. Evaluations of the transcript and the granting of credits is specific
to each student. Students who have completed the equivalent of high school in their
country may not enroll in ECRCHS, but may instead enroll in a post-secondary
institution.

Regardless of the type of transfer, verification of the curriculum, course content,
instructional hours and alignment with the California State Standards is required and
must be approved by the Administrator before credit is awarded.

SUMMER SCHOOL

ECRCHS Summer School classes are available to students who are currently enrolled
at ECRCHS and/or who are registered to enroll at ECRCHS in the Fall of each year.
Students who take summer school classes at other institutions are required to obtain
prior approval from their counselor before taking the class if they wish to apply the
credits earned towards high school graduation. Students without prior authorization
from their current school counselor will not earn high school credit. For more
information, see your counselor.

CAL GRANT PROGRAM NOTICE
ECRCHS is required by state law to submit the GPA of all high school seniors by

October 1 of each year, unless the student (if the student is 18 years of age or older) or
parent/guardian (for those under 18 years of age) opt out. Students currently in
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eleventh (11™) grade will be deemed a Cal Grant applicant, unless the student (or
parent/guardian, if the student is under 18 years of age) has opted out on or before
January 31.

INFORMATION REGARDING FINANCIAL AID

The Charter School shall ensure that each of its students receives information on how to
properly complete and submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or
the California Dream Act Application, as appropriate, at least once before the student
enters 12" grade. The Charter School will provide a paper copy of the FAFSA or the
California Dream Act Application upon request.

o The FAFSA form and information regarding the FAFSA are available at:
o https://studentaid.qgov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
« The California Dream Act Application and information regarding the California
Dream Act is available at:
o https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/resources-california-dream-act-application

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION AND INDEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAM

Alternative Education Program

ECRCHS is pledged to provide an appropriate and challenging educational program
accessible to all students, including students achieving at a level significantly below
their peers, defined as those who are 30 credits or more behind the four-year pacing
plan. These students will be given the opportunity to capture credits through the
Alternative Education Program. This program provides additional strategies with a more
personalized instructional setting specific to each student’s academic needs. Students
identified for the personalized intervention setting will be expected to master the skills
and content necessary for success in colleges and careers. Students will demonstrate
mastery of standards in four core academic subject areas: English Language Arts;
history/social sciences; mathematics; and the natural sciences.

Courses offered are not set on a semester timeline. Each course is designed to allow
students the flexibility to access the curriculum at their own pace. Personalized learning
plans (“PLP”) are developed for each student. The instructional curriculum will have the
flexibility to provide specific intervention, catering to the needs of each student,
throughout each course’s entirety. A self-paced format allows the teacher to slow down
the curriculum at any time throughout the course and address learning deficits.
Students are not required to move forward and keep up with the class but rather set
their own pace based on their skills and ability to process the information necessary to
be successful in each course. This approach allows students of all levels to
demonstrate growth and mastery within the curriculum and be successful in grade
appropriate classes that meet A-G requirements.
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Due to the independent nature of the instructional program, plagiarism and/or sharing of
work is taken very seriously and will lead to closing the course with no credit awarded.

Independent Study

El Camino Real Charter High School may offer independent study to meet the
educational needs of pupils enrolled in the charter. Independent study is an alternative
education designed to teach the knowledge and skills of the core curriculum and meet
the graduation requirements as defined in the school’s charter. EI Camino Real Charter
shall provide appropriate existing services and resources to enable pupils to complete
their independent study successfully.

ECRCHS’s complete Independent Study Policy is available as Appendix C.

Online Instruction

ECRCHS currently contracts with Cyber High to offer our students online

classes. ECRCHS covers the expenses of these online classes. Each class is five
units and students may work on the classes from their home computers. However, to
finish each unit, the student must stay after school to take a test. Each semester there
is a specific deadline for completion; classes that are not finished by the deadline are
lost and do not roll over to the next semester. Students may request additional
information and sign-up sheets from their counselors. Though there are other online,
accredited programs from which we will accept credits, those other programs are private
pay options. Due to the independent nature of the online program, plagiarism and/or
sharing of work is taken very seriously and will lead to closing the course with no credit
awarded.
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

ECRCHS is dedicated to providing a positive and supportive learning environment
focused on student success in our academic programs. Student Support Services
provides oversight and guidance for Special Education, Section 504 Plans, the Health
Office, and Mental Health Services and assists students, teachers, and counselors in
identifying resources to support student success.

Intervention

If your student is experiencing difficulty in a class, please contact the teacher as soon
as you are aware of the concerns. All faculty / staff contact information can be found on
the website. Ideally, through communication and collaboration between the student,
parent, and teacher, your student will attain success. If, after conferencing with the
teacher, your student is still struggling, please contact their counselor for assistance.

Pyramid of Intervention

Tier 1: School Wide Interventions

*Summer Bridge Program *AP Bridge Program * AERIES (web-based grades & attendance)
*CANVAS (web-based class information) * Implementation of Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
*After-school math tutoring *PETS Tutoring *4-Year Plan for all students *College Center

*Safe & orderly campus *Biannual meetings with school counselor *Differentiated Instruction

Tier 2: Direct Interventions

*SST Plan *English Learner Support Program * Crisis Intervention
*Short-Term Counseling *Support Groups *Alternative Education Program
*Independent Study Program *Tarzana Treatment Substance Abuse Support

Tier 3: Intensive Direct
Interventions

*Individualized Education Plan

Decreasing
Number of
Students

Increasing (IEP)

*Section 504 Plan
*Study Skills Course

Level of
Support

*Behavior Contracts
*Alternative Education Program
*Independent Study Program
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Child Find

We are dedicated to the belief that all students can learn and must be guaranteed equal
opportunity to become contributing members of the academic environment and society.
The School provides special education instruction and related services in accordance
with the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Improvement Act (“IDEA”), Education
Code requirements, and applicable policies and procedures of the Los Angeles Unified
School District SELPA. These services are available for special education students
enrolled at the School. We offer high quality educational programs and services for all
our students in accordance with the assessed needs of each student. The School
collaborates with parents, the student, teachers, and other agencies, as may be
indicated, in order to appropriately serve the educational needs of each student.

Special Education

Pursuant to the IDEA and relevant state law, the Charter School is responsible for
identifying, locating, and evaluating children enrolled at the Charter School with known
or suspected disabilities to determine whether a need for special education and related
services exists. This includes children with disabilities who are homeless or foster youth.
The Charter School shall not deny nor discourage any student from enroliment solely
due to a disability.

Students who are eligible to receive supports and services under the IDEA are provided
with Individualized Education Plans (“IEPs”). ECRCHS provides a continuum of
placement options for students with disabilities in accordance with federal and state law.

All special education students are assigned a case carrier (a credentialed special
education teacher) who monitors and assists each student's progress toward meeting
IEP goals. General Education and Special Education teachers work collaboratively to
meet student needs and to ensure that IEPs are implemented.

Resource Specialist Program (“RSP”): the Resource Specialist Program supports
students who receive instruction primarily in general education classes utilizing an
inclusion model.

Special Day Program (“SDP”): the Special Day Program provides instruction in core
content areas by a credentialed Special Education teacher in a small class setting.

Students Receiving Instruction Through an Alternate Curriculum: students who are not
on the diploma track and are working toward a Certificate of Completion (“COC”), as
indicated on their IEP, receive instruction through an alternate curriculum and through
modifications to the general education curriculum that are individualized based on their
specific needs and their IEP goal areas.

Related services are provided as indicated on the IEP - including services for Speech
and Language, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, Counseling, itinerant teachers
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for vision and/or hearing impairments, etc. ECRCHS also employs a Transition Teacher
to support post-high school success for Special Education students.

If you believe your child may be eligible for special education services, please contact
Mrs. Emilie Larew, Administrative Director, Student Support Services, at
e.larew@ecrchs.net or (818) 595-8003 A copy of ECRCHS’s special education policy is
attached hereto as Appendix D.

Section 504 Plans

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act is a federal law that requires reasonable
accommodations be provided to students with qualifying disabilities.

ECRCHS recognizes its legal responsibility to ensure that no qualified person with a
disability shall, on the basis of disability, be excluded from participation, be denied the
benefits of, or otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program of ECRCHS.

Any student who has an objectively identified disability which substantially limits one or
more major life activities is eligible for accommodations under Section 504. A student
may be considered to have a substantial limitation when unable to perform activities that
a similar-age peer in the general population can perform. Major life activities include
(but are not limited to): self-care, manual tasks, walking, hearing, seeing, speaking,
breathing, and learning.

If you feel that your child may qualify for a Section 504 Plan, please contact their

counselor or Mrs. Larew, Administrative Assistant, Student Support Services. A copy of
the School’s Section 504 Policies and Procedures is attached hereto as Appendix E.

Mental Health Services

ECRCHS recognizes that, when unidentified and unaddressed, mental health challenges
can lead to poor academic performance, increased likelihood of suspension and
expulsion, chronic absenteeism, student attrition, homelessness, incarceration, and/or
violence. Access to mental health services at the School and in our community is not only
critical to improving the physical and emotional safety of students, but it also helps
address barriers to learning and provides support so that all students can learn problem-
solving skills and achieve in school and, ultimately, in life. The following resources are
available to your child:

Supports on Campus:

e School-based counseling services — ECRCHS has seven School Counselors,
two School Psychologists, and a Psychiatric Social Worker (“PSW”) who provide
mental health supports for students.
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Our School Counselors, School Psychologists, and Psychiatric Social Worker
support students by providing individual sessions, group or parent consultations
when a student is having a difficult time due to academic stress, transition due to
changes in their environment, or social concerns, including isolation. Counseling
services, whether provided by our School or by an outside provider listed below,
are voluntary.

Your child is encouraged to directly contact their school counselor by coming into
the counseling office during school hours and making an appointment. The
counseling office can also be reached at (818) 595-7514. The School
Psychologists and PSW can be reached through the Student Support Services
Office at (818) 595-8005.

Special Education services and Section 504 Plans — if you believe your child
may have a disability, you are encouraged to directly contact Ms. Larew, Assistant
Principal of Student Support Services, at (818) 595-8003 to request an evaluation.

Prescription medication while on campus — if your child requires prescription
medication during school, please contact the Health Office at (818) 595-7530 to
arrange for the administration of the medication through the Health Office during
school hours.

Other support services — Students eligible for Medi-Cal may also apply to receive
counseling support on campus provided through the Department of Mental Health.
Referral information is available through your child’s school counselor.

Outside Mental Health Resources:

Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health (“DMH”) — This organization
provides countywide services for families including mental health referrals, linkage
resources, and crisis intervention. Emergency & Non-Emergency Helpline is
available 24 hours at 1-800-854-7771. Additional information is available on their
website at http://dmh.lacounty.gov.

National Alliance on Mental Iliness (“NAMI”) — This organization is the nation’s
largest grassroots mental health organization dedicated to improving the lives of
those affected by mental illness. Information about supports available in the
community are available on their website at www.namica.org.

TEEN LINE - This organization provides a teen-to-teen support hotline that
provides support for teens by other trained teens from 6pm to 10pm nightly. Teens
can call (800) TLC-TEEN (800-852-8336) or (310) 855-4673, text 839863, or
download and use @TeenTalkApp to get support. Resources for parents are also
available on their website at www.teenlineonline.org.
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e National Suicide Prevention Hotline - This organization provides confidential
support for adults and youth in distress, including prevention and crisis resources.
Available 24 hours at 1-800-273-8255.

e The Trevor Project - This organization provides suicide prevention and crisis
intervention for LGBTQ youth between the ages of 13 and 24. Available at 1-866-
488-7386 or visit https://www.thetrevorproject.org/.

e Big Brothers/Big Sisters of America — This organization is a community- based
mentorship program. Community-specific program information can be found
online at https://www.bbbs.org or by calling (813) 720-8778.

Suicide Prevention Policy

ECRCHS recognizes that suicide is a major cause of death among youth and takes this
issue seriously. To attempt to reduce suicidal behavior and its impact on students and
families, ECRCHS has developed prevention strategies and intervention procedures.
ECRCHS’s Suicide Prevention Policy is attached as Appendix F.

Homeless Students

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act for Homeless Children and Youth
entitles all homeless school-aged children to the same free and appropriate public
education that is provided to non-homeless students. ECRCHS’s Education for
Homeless Children and Youth Policy is attached as Appendix G.

Foster and Mobile Youth

ECRCHS is committed to providing foster and other mobile youth with full access to
ECRCHS’s educational program in order to provide the tools necessary for their
academic achievement. ECRCHS’s Education for Foster and Mobile Youth Policy is
attached as Appendix H.

Pregnant and Parenting Students

ECRCHS recognizes that pregnant and parenting students are entitled to
accommodations that provide them with the opportunity to succeed academically while
protecting their health and the health of their children. A pregnant or parenting student is
entitled to eight (8) weeks of parental leave, or more if deemed medically necessary by
the student’s physician, which the student may take before the birth of the student’s infant
if there is a medical necessity and after childbirth during the school year in which the birth
takes place, inclusive of any mandatory summer instruction, in order to protect the health
of the student who gives or expects to give birth and the infant, and to allow the pregnant
or parenting student to care for and bond with the infant. ECRCHS will ensure that
absences from the student’s regular school program are excused until the student is able
to return to the regular school program.
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Upon return to school after taking parental leave, a pregnant or parenting student will be
able to make up work missed during the pregnant or parenting student’s leave, including,
but not limited to, makeup work plans and reenrollment in courses. Notwithstanding any
other law, a pregnant or parenting student may remain enrolled for a fifth year of
instruction in ECRCHS if it is necessary in order for the student to be able to complete
any graduation requirements, unless ECRCHS determines that the student is reasonably
able to complete the graduation requirements in time to graduate from high school by the
end of the student’s fourth year of high school.

Complaints of noncompliance with laws relating to pregnant or parenting students may
be filed under the Uniform Complaint Procedures (“UCP”) of ECRCHS. The complaint
may be filed in writing with the compliance officer:

Director of Human Resources
5440 Valley Circle Blvd.
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
(818) 595-7500

A copy of the UCP is available upon request at the main office. For further information on
any part of the complaint procedures, including filing a complaint or requesting a copy of
the complaint procedures, please contact the Executive Director.

Teacher Qualification Information

As the Charter School receives Title | federal funds through the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (“ESEA”), as reauthorized and amended by the Every Student
Suc