
 Grade 5 Putnam BOCES SS/ELA Project 

Unit 4: Government in the Western Hemisphere 
Lesson  Teaching Resources Activities Writing Reading Materials 

(PDFs) 

Lesson 1: Governments 

Need Rules 

Day 1 

Suggested Resources 

The Importance of Rules 

Video (2:14) 

https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/learn/videos/96287

99b-9fb2-4334-8e19-

9d619774db89?hasLocalHost

=false&utm_medium=corepl

ayer&utm_source=9628799b

-9fb2-4334-8e19-

9d619774db89&utm_campai

gn=hublinks 

 

The Importance of Rules 

SchoolTube Video (2:45) 

http://www.schooltube.com

/video/d8b60f69d1994b7fa8

f2/The%20Importance%20of

%20Rules 

 

Poem  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L1_Poem_Game.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L1-Poem-Sp.pdf 

 Newsela Article 

The Role of State and 

Federal Governments  

https://newsela.com/read

/natgeo-state-federal-

government/id/51105/?c

ollection_id=339&search

_id=aa5c4e33-7464-

4175-a54b-

9149b8987136 

 

Spanish Version 

https://newsela.com/read

/natgeo-state-federal-

government-

spanish/id/2000002689/?

collection_id=339&searc

h_id=aa5c4e33-7464-

4175-a54b-

9149b8987136 

 Day 2 

Suggested Resources 

The Importance of Rules 

Video (2:14) 

https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/player/view/assetG

uid/9628799b-9fb2-4334-

8e19-9d619774db89 

 

What is Government?  

Video (2:13) 

 Collins Writing 

Exit Ticket  

Students will answer the 

question "What is the 

connection between 

governments and rules?" 

United States 

Government 

Article-A-Day Set 

https://www.readworks.

org/article/United-

States-

Government/56b179e0-

ae31-4a2f-b277-

8bf0073b98c6#!articleTa

b:content/contentSection
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http://app.discoveryeducatio

n.com/player/view/assetGui

d/93169D9A-0F6A-4BDA-

AE8F-ADB22425C35B 

 

 

Government and Laws Video 

(2:55) 

https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/player/view/assetG

uid/5f8d8d4c-dcfc-4084-

a7b7-c9df79f21055 

 

:22b6e658-c181-47dd-

b8ba-112cc8b2559b/ 

 

Book of Knowledge 

Template 
Use with Article-A-Day Set 

https://about.readworks.

org/uploads/7/9/6/7/79

679564/book_of_knowle

dge_weekly_packets__1_

.pdf 

 

Lesson 2: Documents of a 

Constitutional Democracy 

Days 1-2 

Suggested Resource 

Founding Documents: 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L2_Original-

Documents.pdf 

 

British North America Act  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L2_British-NA-

Act.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L2_Br-NA-Act-

Sp.pdf 

 

Graphic Organizer Web 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L2_Graphic-

Organizer.pdf 

 

British North America Act  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L2_British-NA-Act.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L2_Br-NA-Act-Sp.pdf 

 

Canadian Bill of Rights in 

English and French 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

 Newsela Article 

Speeches: Benjamin 

Franklin Voices Support 

for the U.S. Constitution 

https://newsela.com/read

/speeches-franklin-

constitution/id/2001007

803/?collection_id=2000

000156&search_id=3f595

3bb-0e66-4a9e-ab35-

4e24116cd74f 
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Canadian Bill of Rights in 

English and French 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L2_Canadian-Bill-of-

Rights.pdf 

 

United States Declaration of 

Independence 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L2_US-Declaration-

of-Indepedence.pdf 

 

United States Constitution 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L2_US_Constitution.

pdf 

 

United States Bill of Rights 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L2_US_Bill-of-

Rights.pdf 

 

Additional Resources 

Government in Canada 

http://www.craigmarlatt.co

m/canada/government/gove

rnment.html 

 

Constitution Facts for Kids 

U4_L2_Canadian-Bill-of-

Rights.pdf 

 

United States Declaration of 

Independence 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L2_US-Declaration-of-

Indepedence.pdf 

 

United States Constitution 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L2_US_Constitution.pdf 

 

United States Bill of Rights 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L2_US_Bill-of-

Rights.pdf 
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Video (6:17) 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=6gVAhjl5_6E 

 Day 3 

See Lesson Plan. 

 

 Collins Writing 

Exit Ticket 

“What evidence do we 

have that both the United 

States and Canada are 

constitutional 

democracies?” 

 

Lesson 3: Government in 

the Western Hemisphere 

Today 

Day 1 

Suggested Resources 

Background Information on 

Government for Teachers 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L3_Background-

Info.pdf 

 

How Does the Government 

Work? Answer Key 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L4_How-Does-Govt-

Work-Answer-Key.pdf 

 

 The Rules of America’s 

Government Video (3:26) 

https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/learn/player/dd9f95

cb-72da-4777-a239-

433b719b297c 

 

Ben’s Guide to Government 

for Kids 

How Does the Government 

Work? 

Graphic Organizer 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L4_How-Does-Govt-

Work.pdf 

 

United States Representative 

Democracy Flow Chart 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L2_Democracy_graphic_

organizer.pdf 

 

Homework Activity: 

Have students brainstorm 

ways our national 

government impacts our 

lives. 

 

Collins Writing  

Have students write their 

initial thinking for the 

essential question, “What 

are similarities and 

differences in the structure 

and functions of 

governments of the 

Western Hemisphere 

nations today?” 

 

 

 

 

Newsela Article 

Issue Overview: Should 

Students Have to Wear 

School Uniforms? 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-procon-school-

uniforms/id/23824/?coll

ection_id=339&search_id

=e71b08a4-51ea-4c61-

a084-bc07f9bfb84a 

 

Spanish Version 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-procon-school-

uniforms-

spanish/id/23861/?collec

tion_id=339&search_id=

e71b08a4-51ea-4c61-

a084-bc07f9bfb84a 
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http://bensguide.gpo.gov/ 

 

 Canada’s Government  

Video (3.01) 

https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/player/view/assetG

uid/fd7f932f-3ca0-4726-

b1c6-ee964d50ea94 

 Day 2 

Suggested Resources 

Discovery Education Video 

Canada’s Government 

(3:01) 

https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/player/view/assetG

uid/fd7f932f-3ca0-4726-

b1c6-ee964d50ea94 

 

How Does the Government 

Work? Answer Key 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L4_How-Does-Govt-

Work-Answer-Key.pdf 

 

 

How Does the Government 

Work? 

Graphic Organizer 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L4_How-Does-Govt-

Work.pdf 

 

Canadian Parliamentary 

Democracy Government Flow 

Chart 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L2_Parliamentary_graphi

c_organizer.pdf 

 

Homework Activity: 

Venn Diagram Template  

https://www.writinga-

z.com/main/Projectable/waz

_resource_id/811 

 

 Newsela Article 

Comparing Canadian’s 

Government with the 

United States 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-canada-

government/id/49414/?c

ollection_id=339&search

_id=5e3ccc2c-2da5-4fcb-

ae83-ccda2b12bd8c 

 Day 3 

Suggested Resources 

CIA Factbook 

How Does the Government 

Work? 

Graphic Organizer 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

 Newsela Article 

World Leaders: Fidel 

Castro 

https://newsela.com/read

/bio-world-leader-fidel-
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(From the drop-down menu 

in the upper right, find 

Cuba) 

https://www.cia.gov/library

/publications/the-world-

factbook/index.html 

 

Fact Monster  

Fidel Castro 

https://www.factmonster.co

m/encyclopedia/history/bios

/cuba/castro-fidel 

 

History Channel 

Fidel Castro 

https://www.history.com/to

pics/cold-war/fidel-castro 

 

How Does the Government 

Work? Answer Key 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L4_How-Does-Govt-

Work-Answer-Key.pdf 

 

 

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L4_How-Does-Govt-

Work.pdf 

 

The Impact of Fidel Castro 

on the Government of Cuba 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L3-Reading-Impact-of-

Fidel-Castro.pdf 

 

Communist Dictatorship 

Government Flow Chart 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L2_Dictatorship_graphic

_organizer.pdf 

castro/id/19228/?collecti

on_id=339&search_id=4

dc5e0c1-3b56-4581-

bb24-e8b3e3cc2453 

 

Spanish Version 

https://newsela.com/read

/bio-world-leader-fidel-

castro-

spanish/id/19430/?collec

tion_id=339&search_id=

4dc5e0c1-3b56-4581-

bb24-e8b3e3cc2453 

 Day 4  

(Optional) 

Suggested Resources 

Government of Mexico 

Reading  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L3_Govt-of-Mexico-

Reading.pdf 

 Collins Writing   

“Decide which form of 

government Mexico has: 

United States 

Representative 

Democracy, Canadian 

Parliamentary Democracy 

or Communist 

Dictatorship. In a 

paragraph, make a claim 

Newsela Article 

Countries Around the 

World: Mexico 

https://newsela.com/read

/elem-country-

mexico/id/43781/?collec

tion_id=339&search_id=

a5dfaf68-5d47-4053-

9e7f-6ee07379c62f 
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Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L3_El-Gobierno-de-

Mexico.pdf 

 

Mexico: Our Neighbor to the 

South Video (39:49) 

https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/learn/player/a424ef

e6-a8ef-4e52-86ab-

d5f7b2be5a78 

 

and give at least two 

reasons for your opinion.” 

Lesson 4: You Be the 

Investigator 

Days 1-3 

Suggested Resources 

What is Government? 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L4_What_Is_Govt.pd

f 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L4-Que-es-

Gobierno-Sp.pdf 

 

Government Discovery 

Vocabulary Word Bank 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L4_Word_Bank.pdf 

Interactive Web Activity:  

You Be the Investigator 

https://sites.google.com/vie

w/you-be-the-investigator/ 

 

You Be the Investigator 

Activity Sheet  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L4_You_Be_the_Investi

gator.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L3-Actividad-de-

investigacion-Sp.pdf 

Collins Writing  

Exit Ticket  

“Write a clear definition 

for each of the three forms 

of government: United 

States Representative 

Democracy, Canada 

Parliamentary Democracy, 

and Cuba Communist 

Dictatorship.” 
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Lesson 5: “Victory Is Your 

Duty” 

Day 1 

Suggested Resource 

PBS Video 

Victory is Your Duty  

Part 1: Future Olympians 

Click on Full Episode 

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/

wideangle/episodes/victory-

is-your-duty-

introduction/977/#videopla

yer 

Cuba: The New Boxing 

Superpower   

http://www.historyofcuba.co

m/history/havana/Boxing1.h

tm 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L5_Cuba-Boxing.pdf 

 

Venn Diagram Template 

https://www.writinga-

z.com/main/Projectable/waz

_resource_id/811 

 

 Fleeing Cuba to Play 

Ball in the U.S.  

Newsela article (720L) 

https://newsela.com/read

/orioles-

alvarez/id/4909/?collecti

on_id=339&search_id=d

e91b85c-4b21-42b9-

85cb-5fba30e4c08c 

  

Lesson 6: Gaining 

Sovereignity: The Inuit 

Day 1 

Suggested Resources 

Political Map of Canada 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L6_Political-Map-

Canada.pdf 

 

Websites for Research  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L6_Websites.pdf 

 

Life in the Northern 

Territories Video (4:35) 

The Inuit 

http://www.teachingtreasure

s.com.au/inuit.htm 

 

Nunavut 

https://www.canadianaconne

ction.com/2008/11/nunavut

/ 

 

The Inuit Transition to 

Sovereignty Worksheet 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L6_Inuit-Transition.pdf 

 

 

 Newsela Article 

Countries of the World: 

Canada 

https://newsela.com/read

/elem-country-

canada/id/40807/?collect

ion_id=339&search_id=d

aca550f-d533-4f2e-a836-

ab8bad4765b6 

 

North America: Dear Pen 

Pal 

https://www.readworks.

org/article/North-

America---Dear-Pen-

Pal/8f46bbbc-e187-4c5a-

a9ae-
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https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/player/view/assetG

uid/e6cb70a5-63bb-4383-

8c1d-c6cdc5e17caa 

 

Nunavut ’99, Changing the 

Map of Canada 

http://www.nunavut.com/n

unavut99/english/ 

 

Inuit People 

https://quatr.us/history/inui

t-history-native-

americans.htm 

 

Newspaper Article  

In a New Land of Eskimos, 

a New Chief Offers Hope 

https://archive.nytimes.com

/www.nytimes.com/learning

/teachers/featured_articles/1

9990405monday.html 

 

 

The Inuit Transition to 

Sovereignty Worksheet: 

Answer Key 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L6_Inuit-Answer-

Key.pdf 

 

 

Additional Resource 

Biomes Land of the Inuit 

Video (55:45) 

f8b3eb1a9248#!articleTa

b:content/ 

https://app.discoveryeducation.com/player/view/assetGuid/e6cb70a5-63bb-4383-8c1d-c6cdc5e17caa
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http://www.nunavut.com/nunavut99/english/
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https://quatr.us/history/inuit-history-native-americans.htm
https://quatr.us/history/inuit-history-native-americans.htm
https://quatr.us/history/inuit-history-native-americans.htm
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/19990405monday.html
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/19990405monday.html
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/19990405monday.html
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https://www.readworks.org/article/North-America---Dear-Pen-Pal/8f46bbbc-e187-4c5a-a9ae-f8b3eb1a9248#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/North-America---Dear-Pen-Pal/8f46bbbc-e187-4c5a-a9ae-f8b3eb1a9248#!articleTab:content/


http://app.discoveryeducatio

n.com/player/view/assetGui

d/6A6E0B93-C054-4E1E-

B353-B7E0A4F31F4F 

 

 Days 2-3 

Students work on research 

projects. 

   

 Day 4 

 

Flip Book Instructions 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L6_Flip_Book_diagram.

pdf 

 

  

Lesson 7: Multinational 

Organizations 

Day 1 

Suggested Resource 

Images from the Western 

Hemisphere 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L7_Images.pdf 

 

 

Worksheet on Multinational 

and Nongovernmental 

Organizations  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_Worksheet.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7-Worksheet-Sp.pdf 

 

Red Cross  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_Lesson7_Red-Cross.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

 Clara Barton: Angel on 

the Battlefield 

(F&P Level R) 

https://www.raz-

plus.com/books/leveled-

books/book/?id=1852&l

angId=1 

                     Novak’s 

Foundation 

https://www.readworks.

org/article/Novak-

Djokovic-A-Player-and-

Dreamer/e20e3ab7-

d430-43df-b37e-

3b65d015426e#!articleTa

b:content/ 
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https://www.pnwboces.org/PNWBOCES/media/SSELA/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_U4_L7_Worksheet.pdf
https://www.pnwboces.org/PNWBOCES/media/SSELA/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_U4_L7_Worksheet.pdf
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https://www.readworks.org/article/Novak-Djokovic-A-Player-and-Dreamer/e20e3ab7-d430-43df-b37e-3b65d015426e#!articleTab:content/
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https://www.readworks.org/article/Novak-Djokovic-A-Player-and-Dreamer/e20e3ab7-d430-43df-b37e-3b65d015426e#!articleTab:content/
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https://www.readworks.org/article/Novak-Djokovic-A-Player-and-Dreamer/e20e3ab7-d430-43df-b37e-3b65d015426e#!articleTab:content/


https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_La-Cruz-Roja.pdf 

 

Doctors Without Borders  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_Doctors-Without-

Borders.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_-Medicos-Sin-

Fronteras.pdf 

 

Ford Foundation  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_Ford-Foundation.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_-La-Fundacion-

Ford.pdf 

 

Amnesty International 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_Amnesty-Intl.pdf 

https://www.pnwboces.org/PNWBOCES/media/SSELA/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_U4_L7_La-Cruz-Roja.pdf
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Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_Amnistfa-

Internacional.pdf 

 

Inter-American Development 

Bank  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_Inter-American-

Bank.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/G5_

U4_L7_Banco-

Interamericano.pdf 

 Day 2 

Suggested Resource 

Checklist for Development 

Officer Speech  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L7_Checklist.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

5_U4_L7-Checklist-Sp.pdf 

 Collins Writing Activity 

“Using the data, you have 

collected, write a (one 

page) speech to convince 

people to donate to your 

organization.” 

 

 

Glossary Illustrated Glossary Illustrated Glossary    
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(English) 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%204/G

r5-Unit4-Illustrated-

Glossary.ppt 

Microsoft Power Point 

available in Lesson Resource 

Folder. 

(Spanish) 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%204/Gr5

_U4_Spanish_Ilustrated_Glos

sary.ppt 

Microsoft Power Point 

available in Lesson Resource 

Folder. 
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