
Grade 5 Putnam BOCES SS/Project 

Unit 2: European Exploration and the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade 

Lesson  Teaching Resources Activities Writing Reading Materials 

(PDFs) 

Lesson 1: European 

Exploration 

Days 1-3 

Suggested Resources 

Video: Amerigo Vespucci/PBS 

World Explorers (4:24) 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org

/resource/amerigo-vespucci-

pbs-world-explorers/amerigo-

vespucci-pbs-world-explorers/ 

 

Video: Christopher 

Columbus/PBS World 

Explorers (4:47) 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org

/resource/58b6bd78-c924-

4d32-b48d-

d9590b862ff5/columbus-pbs-

world-explorers/ 

 

Video: Francisco Vázquez de 

Coronado/PBS World 

Explorers (4:45) 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org

/resource/pbs-world-explorers-

coronado/pbs-world-explorers-

coronado/ 

 

Video: Hernán Cortes/PBS 

World Explorers (5:37) 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org

/resource/a7e88e6f-7b59-40a2-

9607-c94ff567361e/hernan-

cortes/ 

Newspaper Article Task: 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L1_Newspaper-

Assignment.pdf 

 

Websites and Books for 

Research: 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L1_Sites-for-

Research.pdf 

 

Map of the Western 

Hemisphere: 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L1_Map-of-Western-

Hemisphere.pdf 

 

Checklist for Article: 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L1_-Checklist.pdf 

 

Additional Resource 

Newspaper Template: 

 Early Exploration 

Article-A-Day Set 

https://www.readworks.o

rg/article/Early-

Exploration/4f4ab02f-

0451-4ca2-85d1-

50c9fce10122#!articleTab

:content/contentSection:b

19b4a6e-dad6-422a-aaa6-

b02a0615bec7/ 

 

Explorers of North 

America 

Article-A-Day Set 

https://www.readworks.o

rg/article/Explorers-of-

North-

America/3201287c-8093-

4ef5-a6aa-

d357b83fc7e8#!articleTab

:content/contentSection:1

522ffa8-2a5a-430e-9ed0-

5265a299e0ae/ 

 

Book of Knowledge 

Template 
Use with Article-A-Day Set 

https://about.readworks.o

rg/uploads/7/9/6/7/7967

9564/book_of_knowledg

e_weekly_packets__1_.pd

f 
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Video: Hernando De Soto/PBS 

World Explorers (4:43) 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org

/resource/pbs-world-explorers-

desoto/pbs-world-explorers-

desoto/ 

blank-newspaper-template-

for-kids-printable 

 

 

Vikings and European 

Explorers - Amerigo 

Vespucci 

https://www.readworks.o

rg/article/Vikings-and-

European-Explorers---

Amerigo-

Vespucci/87a877f1-7892-

4cf1-a97d-

6d4288d12c3b#!questions

etsSection:706/answerKe

y:false/articleTab:content

/ 

 

 

The Journey of 

Christopher Columbus 

https://www.readworks.o

rg/article/The-Journey-

of-Christopher-

Columbus/c0699abe-

0eb9-480f-8aea-

1a8ef76b29fe#!articleTab:

content/ 

Coronado and the Search 

for El Dorado 

https://www.readworks.o

rg/article/Coronado-and-

the-Search-for-El-

Dorado/4f86cea8-5801-

44c0-824f-

e3a4e73045d7#!articleTa

b:content/ 

 

Hernando de Soto 
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https://www.readworks.o

rg/article/Explorers-of-

North-

America/3201287c-8093-

4ef5-a6aa-

d357b83fc7e8#!articleTab

:content/contentSection:1

ff52024-8e51-415e-aae1-

a529a2b8a2e9/ 

 

 Day 4 

Map of European Colonies in 

the Western Hemisphere: 

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/G5_U2_L

1_-European-Exploration-

Map.pdf 

 Collins Writing 

Exit Ticket:  

What was the most 

significant accomplishment 

of the explorers to the 

Western Hemisphere in 

your view? Why? (Student 

answers will vary.) 

 

Lesson 2: Europeans 

Encounter Native 

Americans 

Day 1 

Suggested Book 

Dorris, Michael. Morning Girl. 
Hyperion Books for Children, 
1992. 
(Section where Morning Girl 
describes the “strangers” pages 
68-72) 
 

Full Text of Morning Girl by 

Michael Dorris: 

https://archive.org/stream/Mor

ningGirl/MorningGirl_djvu.txt 

 

Optional Video 

Encounter by Jane Yolen 

Book Trailer (3:10) 

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=01SKUjCCVGU 

Venn Diagram Template: 

https://www.writinga-

z.com/main/Projectable/wa

z_resource_id/811 

 

T-Chart Template: 

https://i.pinimg.com/origin

als/e6/76/2f/e6762f2d1bc7b

23606cd96f5a28f022b.jpg 

 

 

 

 Newsela Article 

The Explorers: 

Christopher Columbus 

https://newsela.com/read

/bio-explorer-

christopher-

columbus/id/18781/?coll

ection_id=339&search_id

=d207fcf5-01d6-4701-

88b2-84cab6ad1e02 

 

Spanish Version 

https://newsela.com/read

/bio-explorer-

christopher-columbus-

spanish/id/18933/?collect

ion_id=339&search_id=d
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Journal Entry by Christopher 

Columbus  

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/G5_U2_L

2_Columbus-Journal-

Entry_1.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/G5_U2_L

2_Columbus-Journal-Entry-

Sp.pdf 

 

Images and Descriptions: 

Columbus and the Taino  

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/G5_U2_L

2_-Images-and-Descriptions.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/G5_U2_L

2_Images-Sp.pdf 

 

Additional Resources 

Discovery Education Video 

The Impact of Christopher 

Columbus 

(2:54) 

https://office365.discoveryeduc

ation.com/learn/player/cb07efa

207fcf5-01d6-4701-88b2-

84cab6ad1e02 
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d-83ef-4810-a41e-

0cdd2ec5d586 

 

Discovery Education Video 

The First Voyage of 

Christopher Columbus (5:21) 

https://office365.discoveryeduc

ation.com/learn/videos/85c329

29-a0f4-44bc-81d4-

3b2bb0d73e62/ 

  

 

 Day 2 

Suggested Books 

Tanaka, Shelly. The Lost 
Temple of the Aztecs: What It 
Was Like When the Spaniards 
Invaded Mexico. Hyperion, 
1998. 
 

Schofer, Sally. The Sad Night: 
The Story of an Aztec Victory 
and a Spanish Loss. Clarion 
Books, 1994. 
 
Video Option 
Conquest of the Americas 
(23.26; 3 segments) 
https://office365.discoveryeducati

on.com/learn/videos/9aa89c8b-

efe7-4c54-af07-7d633ef89718/ 

 

Merriam Webster 

“Turning point”  definition 

https://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/turnin

g%20point?src=search-dict-box 

 

The Aztecs 

Compare and Contrast 

Chart 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L2_Compare-and-

Contrast-Chart-Aztec.pdf 

 

Homework 

Playing Card Activity 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AutH

dCfFOAu2imxNEcc1enif

ApeG?e=AumIlv 

 

Newsela Article 

Tenochtitlan: History of 

the Aztec Captial 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-aztec-history-

Tenochtitlan/id/2001005

897/?collection_id=339&

search_id=6b930a53-

cafe-4c34-b439-

dd1ddd9435f6 
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Map of Mexico & Central 

America 

https://geology.com/world/ce

ntral-america-satellite-

image.shtml 

Lesson 3: The Columbian 

(Great) Exchange 

 

Day 1 

Suggested Resources 

Teacher Tube Video 

The Columbian Exchange 

(10:20) 

https://www.teachertube.com/

video/the-columbian-

exchange-222602 

 

Additional Resource:  

Britannica Kids 

Columbian Exchange 

https://kids.britannica.com/stu

dents/article/Columbian-

Exchange/632098 

 

Additional Resource: 

The Columbian Exchange 

https://lsintspl3.wgbh.org/en-

us/lesson/midlit11-soc-splcol/4 

 

T-Chart Template: 

https://i.pinimg.com/origin

als/e6/76/2f/e6762f2d1bc7b

23606cd96f5a28f022b.jpg 

 

The Columbian Exchange 

Diagram  

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L3_Columbian-

Exchange-Diagram.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/L

3_Columbian-Exchange-

Diagram-Sp.pdf 

 

 Newsela Article 

Back and Forth Across the 
Atlantic in the Columbian 
Exchange 
https://newsela.com/read/B

HP-WH-The-Columbian-

Exchange/id/7382/?collecti

on_id=339&search_id=a602

2403-2daa-4f5f-b031-

2707781c9763 

 

Spanish Version 

https://newsela.com/read

/BHP-WH-The-

Columbian-Exchange-

spanish/id/17601/?collect

ion_id=339&search_id=a

6022403-2daa-4f5f-b031-

2707781c9763 

 

 Day 2 

The Columbian Exchange 

Diagram  

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/G5_U2_L

3_Columbian-Exchange-

Diagram.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

Does the Columbian (or 

Great) Exchange Continue 

Today?  

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L3_Comumbian-

exchange-continues-

today.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

Collins Writing 

Writing Prompt: Are we 

better off or not because of 

the Columbian exchange? 

 

Persuasive Essay Rubric 

https://www.pnwboces.or

g/PNWBOCES/media/SS

ELA/Grade%205/Unit%20

2/G5_U2_L3_Rubric.pdf 

 

Newsela Article with 

Comprehension Questions 

Pet Turns Pest: 

Rampaging California 

Kingsnakes Devour 

Wildlife in Canary 

Islands 

https://newsela.com/artic

les/kingsnake-

canaryislands/id/3770/ 
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NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/L3_Colu

mbian-Exchange-Diagram-

Sp.pdf 

 

 

 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/L

3_Columbian_exchange_co

ntinues_today-Sp.pdf 

 

Newsela Article 

Pet Turns Pest: Rampaging 

California Kingsnakes 

Devour Wildlife in Canary 

Islands 

https://newsela.com/articles

/kingsnake-

canaryislands/id/3770/ 

DBQ  

https://www.pnwboces.or

g/PNWBOCES/media/SS

ELA/Grade%205/Unit%20

2/G5_U2_L3_DBQ.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.or

g/PNWBOCES/media/SS

ELA/Grade%205/Unit%20

2/Lesson3_DBQ-

Rubric.pdf 

 

DBQ Rubric  

https://www.pnwboces.or

g/PNWBOCES/media/SS

ELA/Grade%205/Unit%20

2/G5_U2_L3_DBQ_Rubr

ic.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.or

g/PNWBOCES/media/SS

ELA/Grade%205/Unit%20

2/G5_U2_L3_DBQ-

Rubric-Sp.pdf 

 

Lesson 4: Sugar and the 

Trans-Atlantic Slave 

Trade 

Day 1 
Suggested Resource 
How Sugar Changed the World 

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/G5_U2_L

4_How_Sugar_-

Changed_the_World_Reading.

pdf 

 

How Sugar Changed the 

World 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L4_How_Sugar_-

Changed_the_World_Readi

ng.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

 Newsela Article 
A History of Sugar: The 
Food Nobody Needs but 
Everyone Craves 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-convo-sugar-

history/id/35321/?collect

ion_id=339&search_id=6

1c02d4a-fbd8-48e4-b73f-

222596438ad4 
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Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/Gr5_U2_

L4-How-Sugar-Changed-

World-Sp.pdf 

 

Additional Resource: 

Discovery Education Video 

Sugar 

(2:03) 

https://office365.discoveryeduc

ation.com/learn/player/5fc90b

3a-1166-4ec2-8af3-

87e898fd76e3 

 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

r5_U2_L4-How-Sugar-

Changed-World-Sp.pdf 

 

HW Activity: 

Connection Between Sugar 

Cane Production and the 

Slave Trade Map 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L4_Maps.pdf 

 

Task Card 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AutHd

CfFOAu2inAXUxAgNjv6m

ulO?e=mjJOb0 

 

 

 

 Day 2 

Suggested Resources 

Maps Showing the Connection 

Between Sugar Cane Production 

and the Slave Trade: 

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/G5_U2_L

4_Maps.pdf 

 

African Slave Trade 

http://www.eyewitnesstohistor

y.com/slavetrade.htm 

 

 

 

 

Newsela Article 

There are 30 million Slaves 

in the World, Report Says  

https://newsela.com/read/sl

avery-report/id/1507# 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2-L4_newsela-article-

Sp.pdf 

 

Does Slavery Exist in the 

World Today? 

Graphic Organizer 

 Newsela Article 

Image Bank: Slavery and 

Sugar Production 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-multimedia-photo-

sugar-

slavery/id/2001008970/?

collection_id=200000015

6&search_id=f63b779d-

88f2-4f5b-84a9-

a12b89165e51 

 

Main Idea & Details GO 

https://www.writinga-

z.com/main/Projectable/

waz_resource_id/799 
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https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_L4_Does_Slavery_Exi

st_Today.pdf 

 

 Day 3 

Website for Poster Design: 

https://www.designcap.com/ap

p/?category=poster 

 

   

Glossary Illustrated Glossary  

(English) 

https://www.pnwboces.org/P

NWBOCES/media/SSELA/Gr

ade%205/Unit%202/G5_U2_Il

lustrated-Glossary.pptx 

 

Microsoft Power Point available 

in Lesson Resource Folder. 

 

Illustrated Glossary 

(Spanish) 

https://www.pnwboces.org

/PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%202/G

5_U2_Glosario.pptx 

 

Microsoft Power Point 

available in Lesson Resource 

Folder.  
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