
Grade 5 Putnam BOCES SS/ELA Project 

Unit 1: A New World Rising 

Lesson  Teaching Resources Activities Writing Reading Materials 

(PDFs) 

Lesson 1: Migration and 

Settlement in the Americas 

Day 1 

Suggested Resources 

How Did Humans Migrate 

to America? 

PowerPoint 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%201/G

5_U1_L1_How-did-

humans-migrate.pptx 

 

First Americans 

Discovery Education Video 

(2:26) 

https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/learn/videos/A21A2

97E-1A81-4480-80E3-

DFC1897DED76?hasLocalH

ost=false&utm_medium=cor

eplayer&utm_source=A21A2

97E-1A81-4480-80E3-

DFC1897DED76&utm_cam

paign=hublinks 

 

When Did the First 

Americans Arrive?  

PBS Video (5:42) 

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.

org/resource/ess05.sci.ess.ear

thsys.firstpeople/when-did-

the-first-americans-arrive/ 

 

 Exit Ticket  

Migration Hypothesis 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AutH

dCfFOAu2ilWe0XaWleH

QTX-o?e=LO7h55 

  

Native American Homes 
https://www.readworks.
org/article/Native-
American-
Homes/c146b249-4819-

4563-88f5-
67ebd0ea3a7e#!articleTa
b:content/ 
 
Newsela Article 
The History of the Land 
Bridge 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-history-land-

bridge/id/34435/?collecti

on_id=339&search_id=1

bcf65da-fc6d-4d93-8474-

3c0dd0538503 
 

 

• Assign 

• Pri 
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Additional Resource 

First Americans 

Discovery Education Video 

(2:28) 

https://office365.discoveryed

ucation.com/learn/videos/a2

1a297e-1a81-4480-80e3-

dfc1897ded76/ 

 

 Day 2 

Suggested Resources 

Arrowheads 

Discovery Education Video 

http://app.discoveryeducatio

n.com/player/view/assetGui

d/9BB88E67-82FE-43B6-

BD07-FDA352C2CF21 

 

The Clovis Point- The First 

American Invention  

YouTube Video 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=ioECs0z1JHg 

Paleo-Indians  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L1_Paleo-

Americans_Reading.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L1_-Paleo-Americans-

Reading-SP.pdf 

 

 Native American Fort 

Uncovered Near Working 

Railroad Track 

Newsela article (810 L)  

https://newsela.com/read

/archaeologists-dig-

native-american-

fort/id/45751/?collection

_id=339&search_id=c7f1

88d9-4b66-49ba-98c6-

2029bb9d79db 

 

Native Americans 

https://www.readworks.

org/article/Native-

Americans/6d85b5cc-

969f-4ed5-aab0-

76daaad34f74#!articleTab

:content/contentSection:

c146b249-4819-4563-

88f5-67ebd0ea3a7e/ 

 

 

 

 Day 3-4 

Suggested Resource 

Variety of Peoples in the 

Western Hemisphere 

Adena: Moundbuilders United 

States 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

Create a Poster 

(Optional Group Work) 
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https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%201/G

5_U1_L1_Variety-of-

Tribes.pdf 

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L1Adena-Mound-

Builders-Reading.pdf 

 

Haida: Western Canada 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L1_Haida-Reading.pdf 

 

Taino: The Caribbean 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L1_Taino-Reading.pdf 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AutH

dCfFOAu2ilcyOxxs5jxQe

565?e=X9Lm4a 

  

 

 Day 5 

Museum Walk 

See Lesson Plan 

 Collins Writing 

Write one way the culture 

groups are the same and 

one way they are different. 

 

Lesson 2: Characteristics of 

a Civilization 

Day 1 

Characteristics of a 

Civilization Answer Key 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%201/G

5_U1_L2_Characteristics-

Answer-Key.pdf 

 

Civilization: Definitions of 

Characteristics  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%201/G

5_U1_L2_Civilization-

definitions.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

Characteristics of a 

Civilization 

Graphic Organizer 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L2_Characteristics.pdf 

 

Civilization: Definitions of 

Characteristics  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L2_Civilization-

definitions.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

Homework Assignment: 

Find an example of a 

civilization to share with 

class. 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AutH

dCfFOAu2inSBLHCvzjW

J4_D0?e=8zyfCE 
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A/Grade%205/Unit%201/G

5_U1_L2_Civilization-

definitions-Sp.pdf 

 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L2_Civilization-

definitions-Sp.pdf 

 

Lesson 3: Maya, Inca, and 

Aztec Civilizations 

Day 1 

Ducksters Education Site: 

http://www.ducksters.com/

history/aztec_maya_inca.php 

 

Additional Resources 

Inca Civilization 

https://www.brainpop.com/

/socialstudies/ancientcultures

/incacivilization/ 

 

The Explorers: Ancient 
Civilizations of Mexico: The 
Maya and the Aztec 

Full Video |17:56 

https://app.discoveryeducati

on.com/learn/videos/8d58fc

f0-39f0-40e6-ab71-

2f45a48d9f21/ 

 

What the Ancients Did for 

Us the Aztecs, Maya, and 

Incas Video (13:45). 

https://youtu.be/S5Lp0KrQ

TqM 

Aztec Visuals 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L3_Aztec-Images.pdf 

 

Inca Images 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L3_Inca-Images.pdf 

 

Maya Images 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L3_Maya-Images.pdf 

 

Characteristics of a 

Civilization Chart 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L3_Characteristics.pdf 

 

 

 Newsela Articles 

The Aztec Empire: The 

Last Great Native 

Civilizations in 

Mesoamerica  

 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-history-

aztec/id/33903/ 

 

The Inca Civilization:  

Its Rise to Greatness and 

its Downfall 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-inca-empire-

history/id/33898/ 

 

Spanish Version 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-inca-empire-history-

spanish/id/34122/ 

 

Readworks 

Aztecs, Incas & Mayans: 

The Aztec Empire 

https://www.readworks.org

/article/Aztecs-Incas-

Mayans-The-Aztec-

Empire/4940fa0c-1d60-

4e19-af14-
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183d1687eba9#!articleTab:

content/ 

 

The Dawn of the Mayas 

https://www.readworks.

org/passages/dawn-mayas 

Aztecs, Incas, and 
Mayans - Cuzco: City of 
Gold 

https://www.readworks.

org/passages/aztecs-incas-

and-mayas-cuzco-city-

gold 

 

 

 

 Day 2 

 

 Comparative Essay 

Directions for Students  

https://www.pnwboces.or

g/PNWBOCES/media/SS

ELA/Grade%205/Unit%20

1/G5_U1_L3_Essay-

directions.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 

https://www.pnwboces.or

g/PNWBOCES/media/SS

ELA/Grade%205/Unit%20

1/G5_U1_L3_Directions-

for-Essay-Sp.pdf 

 

Comparing Mesoamerican 

Civilizations 

Venn Diagram 

https://www.pnwboces.or

g/PNWBOCES/media/SS

Newsela Article 

A Day in the Life: The 

Aztecs 

https://newsela.com/read

/day-in-the-life-

aztecs/id/49219/?collecti

on_id=339&search_id=e

dce05b5-acf3-4fa2-884f-

4da8786992f5 

https://www.readworks.org/article/Aztecs-Incas-Mayans-The-Aztec-Empire/4940fa0c-1d60-4e19-af14-183d1687eba9#!articleTab:content/
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ELA/Grade%205/Unit%20

1/G5_U1_L3_Venn-

Diagram.pdf 

 

Grading Rubric 

https://www.pnwboces.or

g/PNWBOCES/media/SS

ELA/Grade%205/Unit%20

1/G5_U1_L3_Rubric.pdf 

Lesson 4: Civilizations 

Meet Environmental 

Challenges 

Day 1 Environmental 

Problem/Solution Cards  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L4_Task-Cards.pdf 

 

Spanish Cards 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L4_Env-Task-Cards-

Sp_1.pdf 

 

 

 Aztecs, Incas, and 
Mayans - The Land of 
the Four Quarters 

https://www.readworks.

org/article/Aztecs-Incas-

and-Mayans---The-

Land-of-the-Four-

Quarters/2be3f9da-197f-

4e1c-97ba-

15fdb9f64454#!articleTab

:content/ 

• Assign 

• P 

 

Lesson 5: Literature of the 

Aztecs, Mayans, and Inca 

Day 1  

Suggested Resources 

Aztec Poetry 

https://www.pnwboces.org/
PNWBOCES/media/SSEL
A/Grade%205/Unit%201/G
5_U1_L5_Aztec-Poetry.pdf 

 
Aztec Poetry (2): Three 
Poems 
https://www.mexicolore.co.
uk/aztecs/home/aztec-

poetry-2-three-poems 

Aztec Poetry 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L5_Aztec-Poetry.pdf 
 

Exit Ticket 

Collins Writing 

Based on the poems we 

read and heard, give two 

examples of what was very 

important to the Aztecs. 
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“The Flower Tree”  

Note: Read by John Curl on 

You Tube. Start at 4:11. 

http://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=wGiJq4GZH4I 

 

 Day 2 

“The Rabbit and the 

Coyote”  Mayan Folktale  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%201/G

5_U1_L5__Mayan-

Folktale.pdf 

 

Spanish Version 
https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%201/G

5_U1_L5-Mayan-Folktale-

Sp.pdf 

Questions for “The Rabbit 

and the Coyote”   

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L5__Questions.pdf 

 

Spanish Questions 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L5_Questions-Sp.pdf 

 Newsela Article: How the 

King of Birds was 

Chosen: A play  

https://newsela.com/read

/ela-play-king-of-

birds/id/2001005116/?co

llection_id=339&search_i

d=d5ea9a20-9a6c-4e10-

94a8-eb33412dc2bf 

 

 

 Day 3 

Suggested Resources 

Inca Creation Myth 

Information for the teacher 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSEL

A/Grade%205/Unit%201/G

5_U1_L5_Inca-Creation-

Myth.pdf 

 

YouTube Video 

The Inca Creation Myth 

(3:22) 

Inca Creation Myth: Student 

Copy  

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L5_Inca_Creation_Myth

-Students.pdf 

 

Spanish Copy 

https://www.pnwboces.org/

PNWBOCES/media/SSELA

/Grade%205/Unit%201/G5_

U1_L5_Inca-Creation-Sp.pdf 

 

Homework Assignment: 

Journal Reflection 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AutH

dCfFOAu2ilx8-

PnbwSdPwm6y?e=lEQfth 

 

The Inca Civilization: its 
Rise to Greatness and its 
Downfall 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-inca-empire-

history/id/33898/ 

 

Spanish Version 

https://newsela.com/read

/lib-inca-empire-history-

spanish/id/34061/ 
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