
Grade 2 Module 2 

Look Around and Explore! 

Essential Question: How does exploring help us understand the 

world around us? 
 

Overview   

In this module, children will listen to and read texts that inspire them to 

look at the details in the world around them to learn new things. When 

children hear the word explore, they may think about traveling great 

distances to faraway lands. However, children do not have to go far to 

explore. Stepping outside to observe the plants and animals in nature can 

provide opportunities for exploration. Exploration can also take place 

inside a good book! 

 

Students will write an essay describing a place they want to visit. They will 

brainstorm words and phrases on a topic using background knowledge to 

prepare them to write.  They will discuss features of informational text, 

such as a main idea with supporting details. 

 

Science Connection: Discovering Our World 

 

Physical Science - Matter Unit 

Elevate Science Topic 1 - Properties of Matter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Module 1 Essential Question:   How does exploring help us understand the world around us? 

Week 1 

   
 

  

Vocabulary 

Module Big Idea Words: examine, identify, record 2L5a, 2L5b, 2L6 
Academic Critical Vocabulary:  2L5a, 2L5b, 2L6 
The Important Book - hollow, petals, ticklish, tender, splashes, sail 
Many Kinds of Matter - amount, material, space, example, easily, forms, planet, tasty 
Vocabulary Strategy: Synonyms 2L5b 
Generative Vocabulary: Suffixes -er, -est 2L4c 

Reading Writing 

Required Resources Priority Skills & Instructional 
Vocabulary 

Required Resources & 
Instructional Vocabulary 

Priority Skills 

What’s The Matter? 2RF4 
 
The Important Book 2RF4 
 
Many Kinds of Matter 2RF4 
 
Know It Show It 

Module Launch 
Author’s Purpose: * 
author’s purpose, persuade, inform, 
entertain 2R1, 2SL1a, 2SL1c 
 

Read for Understanding 
Make Inferences: 
inference, evidence, conclusion 
2R1, 2R3, 2SL1a 
 
Central Idea: 
central idea, topic, supporting 
evidence 2R2, 2SL1a, 2SL1c, 2SL2 
 
Research: Select a Topic  2R1 
 

Close Read 
Content-Area Words:* context 
clue 2RF4b, 2L4a, 2L4e, 2L6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bold: priority skill 

*Assessed at end of week or  

end of module 

Descriptive Essay 

  

Uncommon Traveler Mary Kingsley in 

Africa 

  

Writer's Vocabulary: 

description, introduction, body, 

conclusion 

I Informational Text: 
Descriptive Essay 
 
Priming the Students 
Exploring the topic “places they 
want to visit”  2SL1a, 2SL1b 
  
Priming the Text 
Prepare to Read 2W4, 2W7, 
2SL1b 
 
The Read 
Focal Text 
2SL1a, 2SL1b 
  
Vocabulary 
Identify descriptive adjectives and 
nouns 2W3, 2W4, 2L6 
  
Prewriting I: Preparing to 
Write: 
Review the Writing Process 2W4, 
2W6 
 
 
 
Bold: priority skill 
*Assessed at end of week or  

end of module 
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Foundational Skills Grammar 

High Frequency Words - close, cold, come, done, fire, front, life, 
name, small, times 
Phonics: Long o, e, u (CV, VCe) 
Spelling:  Long o, u (VCe) 
Fluency: Phrasing Reading Rate  
Start Right Reader Decodable Texts: The Lone Cat, Cat Has a Pal 
Handwriting:  Manuscript lower case k, v, w, x, y and z 
Lesson Slides: Lessons 1-5 2RF3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Types of Nouns Anchor Standard 1 PK-2L1 
Lesson 2.1.1: Nouns for People and Animals 
Lesson 2.1.2: Nouns for Places and Things 
Lesson 2.1.3: Nouns for People, Animals, Places, and Things 
Lesson 1.3.4: Review Kinds of Sentences 
Lesson 2.1.5: Connect to Writing: Using Nouns 
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Week 2 

 

   

Vocabulary 

Academic Critical Vocabulary: 2L5a, 2L5b, 2L6 
It’s Only Stanley- odd, recognize, clanking, funky, buzzing, fit 
The Great Fuzz Frenzy- gasped, frenzy, battleground, feud 
Water Rolls, Water Rises- strokes, tumbling, plumes, wisps 
Generative Vocabulary: Inflections -s, -es  

Reading  Writing 

Required Resources Priority Skills & Instructional 
Vocabulary 

Required Resources & 
Instructional Vocabulary 

Priority Skills 

It’s Only Stanley 2RF4 
 
The Great Fuzz Frenzy 2RF4 
 
Water Rolls, Water Rises 2RF4 
 
Know It Show It 

Read for Understanding 
Setting: 
setting, detail, describe  2R1, 2R7 
 
Make Connections: 
connection, experience 2R1, 2R9, 
2SL3 
 
Create Mental Images: 
mental image 
 
Close Read 
Connect Text and Visuals: *  
visual, type 2R7 
 
Elements of Poetry:*  
rhythm, stanza, pattern 2R4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bold: priority skill 

*Assessed at end of week or  

end of module 

Descriptive Essay 
  
Uncommon Traveler Mary Kingsley in 
Africa 
  
Writer’s Vocabulary:  
lead sentence 

Informational Text: Descriptive 
Essay 
 
Prewriting II: Identifying the topic 
2W4, 2SL4 
  
Drafting I: Elements of 
Informational Text 
Prepare to draft  2LS2, 2W7 
  
Drafting II: Completing the 
Draft Add details 2W4, 2LS1a 
  
Revising I: Sentence Structure 
Introduce the revision skill  
Subject and verb agreement 
2LS1a, 2LS1c 
  
Revising II: Conferencing  
Review Writing Goals 2W4, 
2LS1a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bold: priority skill 

*Assessed at end of week or  

end of module 
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Foundational Skills Grammar 

High Frequency Words: answer, find, its, miss, old, round, then, 
until, what, young 
Phonics: Short and long Vowels (CVC, VCe) 
Spelling: Short & long vowels (CVC. VCe) 
Fluency: intonation Reading Rate  
Start Right Reader Decodable Texts: Game Time, Big Hen, Old Fox 
Handwriting: Manuscript lower case b, h, p, u 
Lesson Slides: Lessons 6-10 2RF3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Singular and Plural Nouns Anchor Standard 1 PK-2L1 
Lesson 2.2.1: One and More Than One  
Lesson 2.2.2: Adding –s  
Lesson 2.2.3: Adding –s and –es  
Lesson 1.2.4: Review Simple Sentences 
Lesson 2.2.5: Connect to Writing: Using Singular and Plural Nouns  
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Week 3 Vocabulary 

Academic Critical Vocabulary: 2L5a, 2L5b, 2L6 
If You Find A Rock - pavement, mossy, outstretched, scoop, underside 
The Puddle Puzzle- agency, business, confidently, located, eagerly, seeps, mystery, ace 
Generative Vocabulary: Words That Name Places 2L6 

Reading  Writing 

Required Resources Priority Skills & Instructional 
Vocabulary 

Required Resources & 
Instructional Vocabulary 

Priority Skills 

 If You Find a Rock 2RF4 
 
The Puddle Puzzle 2RF4 
 
Looking at Art 2RF4 
 
Know It Show It 

Read for Understanding 
Central Idea: 
central idea, topic, supporting 
evidence 2R1, 2R2, 2SL1a, 2SL2 
 
Ask and Answer Questions: 
evidence 2R1, 2R3, 2R7, 2SL1b 
 
Connect Text & Visuals: *  
visual, analyze  2R1, 2SL1a 
 
Close Read 
Elements of Drama: *  
cast of characters, dialogue, scene, 
stage directions 2R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bold: priority skill 

*Assessed at end of week or  

end of module 

Descriptive Essay 
  
Uncommon Traveler Mary Kingsley in 
Africa 
  
Writer’s Vocabulary: proofread 

Informational Text: Descriptive 
Essay 
 
Revising III: Elaboration 
2W4, 2L6 
  
Editing: Peer Proofreading 
Use the Clocking Activity 
2LS1a, 2LS1b 
  
Publishing I: Writing the Final 
 W4, 2L6 
  
Publishing II: Descriptive Essay  
2SL1a, 2L6 
 
Sharing a Descriptive Essay: 
 2W2, 2W3, 2W7,2Sl1b 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bold: priority skill 

*Assessed at end of week or  

end of module  
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Foundational Skills Grammar Skills 

 

 

 
 

High Frequency Words: baby, bird, blue, bring, fly, her, little, place, 
she, this 
Phonics: Initial Blends with l, r, s 
Spelling: Blend with l, r, s 
Fluency: accuracy, self-correction, and reading rate  
Start Right Reader Decodable Texts: Not Yet, Big and Small 
Handwriting: Manuscript lower case m, n, r, s 
Lesson Slides: Lessons 11-15 2RF3 

More Plural Nouns Anchor Standard 1 PK-2L1 
Lesson 2.3.1: Adding es to Nouns  
Lesson 2.3.2: Nouns that Change Spelling  
Lesson 2.3.3: Collective Nouns  
Lesson 2.2.4: Review Singular and Plural Nouns  
Lesson 2.3.5: Connect to Writing: Using Plural Nouns  
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