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Educational Systems

CCC CSU UC
Privates/

Out of State



Sticker Shock

Cal Poly                                                                                         $30,621

UC Berkeley                                                                                  $43,794   

UC Santa Cruz                                                                              $39,171

University of Nevada, Reno                                                        $36,900

Stanford University                                                                      $82,162

2023-2024 Average cost of attendance as reported by institution above. 



Tuition & Fees

Books & Supplies*

Transportation*

Housing*

Personal Expenses*

*Costs vary based on lifestyle choices

Breaking Down 
the Cost of 
Attendance



Federal 
Philosophy

Family is responsible to pay for 
student’s education

--> To the extent they are financially able



Santa Clara
  COA    $78,849
- SAI          1,000
= Need $77,849

San Jose State
  COA    $30,850
- SAI          1,000
= Need $29,850

West Valley
  COA
   $16,952
- SAI          1,000
= Need $15,952



Types of Financial 
Aid



Federal 
Aid

State 
Aid

Institutional 
Aid



Types of Financial Aid:
Federal Aid

FEDERAL 
PROGRAMS

Pell

FSEOG

CHAFEE

Work Study

Loans

**Financial Aid is any money given, paid or loaned to help pay for education.**



Federal Work Study
• Campus-based aid

• Must be earned through work 
• Current availability varies
• Job may be on or off campus

• Undergraduate and graduate students

• May have annual maximum
• Funding levels vary at each institution

• Need-based



Federal Loans

Subsidized- Need based.  Interest is paid by the federal 
government while you are in school. Repayment starts 
six months after you graduate or drop below half-time.

Unsubsidized- Not need based.  You pay the interest or 
add it to the principal balance and begins to accrue at 
the time you receive 1st check.  Repayment starts six 
months after you graduate or drop below half-time.

PLUS - Unsubsidized loan for parents of undergrads. Can 
borrow up to the COA – any financial aid. Fixed and 
begins to accrue at the time funds are released.

*Interest rates may vary year to year and are set by Congress.



Types of Financial Aid: State Aid

STATE PROGRAMS

California 
College 
Promise 

Grant 
(CCPG)*

California 
College 
Promise 
Program 

(First 
Year/Secon

d Year 
Free)*

CAL 
GRANT (A, 

B or C)

Student 
Success 

Completion 
Grant 

(SSCG)*

Middle 
Class 

Scholarship 
(4-year)

Blue & Gold 
Opportunit
y Plan (UC)

*Program availability vary in 2-year and 4-year systems.



Types of Financial Aid: 
Institutional Aid

San Jose Promise at 
EVC/SJCC

Mission First at 
Mission College

De Anza College 
Promise 

Foothill College 
Promise

Enrollment Fee 
Grant & Community 
Grant at West Valley 

College



Enrollment Fee Grant
 Our commitment to you expanded – FREE tuition for all within 
our service area.  There are four criteria for ‘FREE COLLEGE’

✔   Live in WVMCCD service area.

✔   Apply for financial aid through the 2023-24 Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or California Dream Act 
Application and list either Mission College or West Valley on your 
application.
✔ Not need based

✔   Be a California resident or eligible for CA residency via AB 540.

✔   Intend to earn a degree or credit-level certificate at one of our 
colleges.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/


Ex: WVC Community Grant
 Requirements:

• Class of 2024 Graduate from CA high school or equivalent

• 2024-2025 FAFSA or CA Dream Act

• Complete an Orientation & Educational Plan

•Enroll & complete 12 WVC units each semester

 Benefits:

•$1,000/semester (up to $2,000/year) OR

•$400/semester if receiving the Enrollment Fee Grant

•Note: this grant is NOT need-based



External Aid: Scholarships
• Additional FREE money to help pay for educational expenses.
• May come from various organizations:

• Community
• Parents Employer
• Government
• College or University
• May be merit-based or need-based 

• Resources:
• https://www.westvalley.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/
• https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/undergraduate-scholarshi

ps/

• Avoid Scams!

https://www.westvalley.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/undergraduate-scholarships/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/undergraduate-scholarships/


CSS Financial Aid Profile
• $25 online registration/$16 per school 

• Not used for awarding federal financial aid 
• Not all schools require the Profile 
• Filing starts October 1st  

• Assistance is available: 
• Phone (305) 829-9793 
• E-mail:  help@cssprofile.org 

• Complete the Application Online 
• Most Private College request the Profile 

 https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/

mailto:help@cssprofile.org
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


 



Key Dates & 
Reminders
• FAFSA/CADAA Opens December 31

• Priority Deadline: March 2 
• Note: deadline may vary per 

institution 

• Parent’s & Student ’s 2022 taxes 

• Application Submittal - 45 min.

• FAFSA/CADAA - Renew Annually 

•Cash for College Workshops: 
https://tinyurl.com/C4C-ACTIVITIES

https://tinyurl.com/C4C-ACTIVITIES


Applicatio
n Process



The Applications

**Students will only fill out ONE 
application.**  



Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA)



 

studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa



 



FSA ID  
www.fsaid.ed.gov

• The student will create one 
• Professional email 
• Legal Name 

•The parent will create one 
• No duplicates required 
• Valid SSN 
• Signature Page



































These questions are for statistical information only.  They will NOT impact eligibility.















Students may send their FAFSA information to a maximum of 20 schools per transaction.



Selected Colleges
 The student can view which colleges

 and/or career schools they have selected.

 When the student selects "Continue," they will

 have completed entering the required

 student information for their section and

 can proceed to review and sign their form.







Student Signature

Since parent information has not been provided, the FAFSA form is not considered complete and can’t be processed yet.



Parent Information



Parent Status Center

•  Create an account or log in if previously 
created an FSA ID for another child

•The parent sees an invitation by email to be a 
contributor on the student’s FAFSA® form.

•After successfully logging in, the parent is 
taken to their “My Activity” page. 

•  Undocumented Parents
◦ 2024-25 – parents will be required to create an FSA ID

◦ FSA – verification through TransUnion

◦ If TransUnion not available, a process called “ID 
Proofing” or “knowledge-based identity” 
questions could become available

◦ No final process has been released.







Select "Approve" to provide consent and proceed to the next page.













What is an investment? 
INVESTMENTS ARE:

• Real Estate
• Total current market value minus their associated debts

• If the net worth is negative, zero should be reported

• Trust Funds 
• Money Market Funds 
• Mutual Funds 
• Certificates of Deposit 
• BITCOIN / Stocks 
• Stock Options 
• Bonds 
• Coverdell Savings 
• Installment and Land Sale 
• Commodities 
• College Saving Plans-Prepaid Tuition Plans (529)  

• If owned by someone other than the parents or student (i.e.., grandparents, aunts, 
and uncles) are included as untaxed income to the student /“money received or 
paid on your behalf.” 

INVESTMENTS ARE NOT:

•Home you live in

•Value of Life Insurance

•Retirement Plans

•UGMA and UTMA if you are the custodian but not owner
• Because the minor is the owner of the account, it counts as his or her 

asset on the FAFSA form, not the asset of the custodian, who is often the 
parent.





Student’s Parent Review Page

 The parent can view all their responses by 
selecting "Expand All" or expand each section 
individually. 

 To edit a response, the parent can select the 
question’s hyperlink to be taken to the 
corresponding page.







California Dream Act 
Application (CADAA)



https://dream.csac.ca.gov

Questions are the same as on the FAFSA.  
Difference is that the CADAA is processed by 
CA Student Aid Commission

https://dream.csac.ca.gov/


AB540 
Affidavit

Students submitting a CADAA will also need 
to submit the supplemental affidavit to the 
college.



• 1 out of 3 students  are selected for verification
• The Financial Aid office emails financial aid eligibility to admitted students who have 

completed all required financial aid forms
✔ CHECK YOUR EMAILS FREQUENTLY FOR ANY REQUESTS FROM THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE



Maintaining Eligibility: SAP 
 Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 

✔Maintain a minimum 2.00 cumulative GPA and 

✔Complete at least 2/3 (67%) of units each term and 

✔Complete at least 2/3 (67%) of units overall and 

✔Complete program within the ‘Maximum Time Frame’ or 150% of the normal program length 

◦ EX: Your program requires 60 units for an AA/AS, but some classes have prerequisite classes, therefore 
you must complete the program under 90 units.



Sample: 
Award Offer
via Student 
Portal

Budget (COA) $25,376 (Dependent/Living on or off campus)

SAI $                           0 

NEED               $25,376

AWARD PROGRAMS              AWARD TOTAL        FALL                  SPRING

CC Promise Grant                   $  1,380.00              $     690.00       $     690.00

WVC Enrollment Fee Grant  $       68.00               $       34.00       $       34.00

WVC Community Grant         $    800.00               $     400.00       $     400.00

GRANTS

Pell Grant                                $   7,395.00              $   3,698.00      $  3,697.00

SEOG Grant                             $      600.00              $      300.00      $     300.00

Cal Grant B                              $  1,672.00              $      836.00       $     836.00

SSC Grant                                 $  8,000.00              $  4,000.00       $  4,000.00 

EOPS Grant                              $     600.00              $      300.00       $     300.00

SELF-HELP

Federal Work Study               $  3,500.00              $  1,750.00        $  1,750.00

Fed Sub Stafford Loan           $          0.00              $          0.00       $          0.00

Award Total                            $24,015.00              $12,008.00       $12,007.00



Special 
Circumstances

 If you have a change in:
• Income and Assets

• Child Support (starts/ends)

• Number in Household

• Medical or dental expenses (not covered by insurance)

 Contact your Financial Aid office for more details



Questions?
 Elizabeth Ochoa

 Financial Aid, Outreach Specialist 

 Elizabeth Ochoa                                                                             Sonia Nevarez (Spanish)

 Financial Aid Systems Specialist                                                  Financial Aid Advisor

 elizabeth.ochoa@westvalley.edu                                               sonia.nevarez@westvalley.edu

 Behin Noormanesh (Farsi)

 Financial Aid Advisor

 behin.noormanesh@westvalley.edu  

 Cammy Houang (Vietnamese & Mandarin)

 Financial Aid Advisor

 cammy.houang@westvalley.edu

Kristin Martin

Financial Aid Advisor

kristin.martin@westvalley.edu 

mailto:elizabth.ochoa@westvalley.edu
mailto:behin.noormanesh@westvalley.edu
mailto:cammy.houang@westvalley.edu
mailto:juvylyn.balanza@westvalley.edu

