Celebrating Diversity Throughout the Year
Elementary Classroom Community

“Books can make a difference in dispelling prejudice and building community: not with role models and
recipes, not with noble messages, but with stories that make us imagine the lives of others.” ~Hazel
Rochman, Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World

About Equity & Diversity within the Classroom Community: We believe that the inclusion of multiple
voices is multi-pronged. As we revise Shared Literacy, we seek to include titles within each unit that
represent the myriad of voices that make up our global society. In addition, we believe that we can also
celebrate diversity through the nationally designated months to shine a spotlight on the contributions that
have often been left out.

As an educational institution, we value curiosity around cultures, celebrations, and traditions that make up the
complexity of our global society. As a public education institution, we are mindful that we want learners to be
well-rounded and aware of the complexity of our global society. Because of this, the equity team has
designed the following principles to guide decision-making around activities within the learning environment
and school community. We are also mindful that the celebration of any one tradition should not outweigh the
traditions and celebrations of others. We want every person in the organization to feel welcomed, seen, and
safe at school. All belong here; when we embrace the diversity of our community, we add to the collective
experience, thus creating joyful learning opportunities for all.

In District 129, we are guided by the following principles when deciding on activities:

e \We believe that all learners have the right to and deserve to be included, accepted, and to contribute
unique perspectives and experiences.

e \We value the creation of a school community where each individual is accepted and embraced for who
and what they bring to the learning space.

e We believe that a sense of belonging involves the acceptance, care for the needs, and growth of all
learners.

e We believe that every individual is shaped and influenced by multiple factors that add to an
educational community's rich tapestry.

“Let's invite one another in. Maybe then we can begin to fear less, to make fewer wrong assumptions, to let

go of the biases and stereotypes that unnecessarily divide us.”
~Michelle Obama, Becoming
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“In diversity there is beauty and there is strength.” ~Maya Angelou
Native American Heritage Month- November

Classified
By Traci Sorell
978-1541579149

Mary Golda Ross designed classified airplanes and spacecraft as Lockheed Aircraft
Corporation's first female engineer. Find out how her passion for math and the Cherokee
values she was raised with shaped her life and work.

Cherokee author Traci Sorell and Métis illustrator Natasha Donovan trace Ross's journey
from being the only girl in a high school math class to becoming a teacher to pursuing an
engineering degree, joining the top-secret Skunk Works division of Lockheed, and being a
mentor for Native Americans and young women interested in engineering. In addition, the
narrative highlights Cherokee values including education, working cooperatively,
remaining humble, and helping ensure equal opportunity and education for all.

By Brenda J. Child
978-1681340777
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Windy Girl is blessed with a vivid imagination. From Uncle she gathers stories of
long-ago traditions, about dances and sharing and gratitude. Windy can tell such stories
herself—about her dog, Itchy Boy, and the way he dances to request a treat and how he
wriggles with joy in response to, well, just about everything.

When Uncle and Windy Girl and Itchy Boy attend a powwow, Windy watches the dancers
in their jingle dresses and listens to the singers. She eats tasty food and joins family and
friends around the campfire. Later, Windy falls asleep under the stars. Now Uncle's stories
inspire other visions in her head: a bowwow powwow, where all the dancers are dogs. In
these magical scenes, Windy sees veterans in a Grand Entry, and a visiting drum group,
and traditional dancers, grass dancers, and jingle-dress dancers—all with telltale ears and
paws and tails. All celebrating in song and dance. All attesting to the wonder of the
POWWOW.

This playful story by Brenda Child is accompanied by a companion retelling in Ojibwe by
Gordon Jourdain and brought to life by Jonathan Thunder's vibrant dreamscapes. The
result is a powwow tale for the ages.

Fried Bread
By Kevin Noble Maillard
978-1626727465
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Told in lively and powerful verse by debut author Kevin Noble Maillard, Fry Bread is an
evocative depiction of a modern Native American family, vibrantly illustrated by Pura
Belpre Award winner and Caldecott Honoree Juana Martinez-Neal.

Fry bread is food.
It is warm and delicious, piled high on a plate.

Fry bread is time.
It brings families together for meals and new memories.

Fry bread is nation.
It is shared by many, from coast to coast and beyond.

Fry bread is us.
It is a celebration of old and new, traditional and modern, similarity and difference.

Greet the Dawn

By S. D. Nelson
978-0984504169

Pickup trucks and eagles, yellow school buses and painted horses, Mother Earth and
Sister Meadowlark all join together to greet the dawn. They marvel at the colours and
sounds, smells and memories that dawn creates. Animals and humans alike turn their
faces upwards and gaze as the sun makes its daily journey from horizon to horizon. Dawn
is a time to celebrate with a smiling heart, to start a new day in the right way, excited for
what might come. Birds sing and dance, children rush to learn, dewdrops glisten from
leaves, and gradually the sun warms us. Each time the sun starts a new circle, we can start
again as well. All these things are part of the Lakota way, a means of living in balance. S.
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https://www.amazon.com/Classified-Secret-Cherokee-Aerospace-Engineer/dp/1541579143/ref=sr_1_1?crid=39UZ01OPL24PS&keywords=classified&qid=1698859591&s=books&sprefix=classified%2Cstripbooks%2C83&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bowwow-Powwow-Brenda-J-Child/dp/1681340771/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GTBNRNBJI3F1&keywords=bowwow+powwow&qid=1698859605&s=books&sprefix=bowwow+powwow%2Cstripbooks%2C69&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fry-Bread-Native-American-Family/dp/1626727465/ref=sxts_b2b_sx_reorder_acb_business?content-id=amzn1.sym.44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce%3Aamzn1.sym.44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce&crid=26U0SIMCJPWDK&cv_ct_cx=fried+bread+book&keywords=fried+bread+book&pd_rd_i=1626727465&pd_rd_r=1c1166cc-6d23-404d-b432-5fb9dcb7e5d1&pd_rd_w=Q5g0S&pd_rd_wg=SPGgD&pf_rd_p=44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce&pf_rd_r=J0WJ6FQ81T437W6EX1YE&qid=1698859628&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=fried+bread+book%2Cstripbooks%2C73&sr=1-1-62d64017-76a9-4f2a-8002-d7ec97456eea
https://www.amazon.com/Greet-Dawn-S-D-Nelson/dp/0984504168/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3HNA9Q84IX6YH&keywords=greet+the+dawn&qid=1698859643&s=books&sprefix=greet+the+dawn%2Cstripbooks%2C72&sr=1-1

D. Nelson offers young readers wonder and happiness as a better way of appreciating
their culture and surroundings. He draws inspiration from traditional stories to create
Greet the Dawn . His artwork fuses elements of modern with traditional. Above all, he
urges each of us to seize the opportunity that dawn offers each day.
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