Celebrating Diversity Throughout the Year
Elementary Classroom Community

“Books can make a difference in dispelling prejudice and building community: not with role models and
recipes, not with noble messages, but with stories that make us imagine the lives of others.” ~Hazel
Rochman, Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World

About Equity & Diversity within the Classroom Community: We believe that the inclusion of multiple
voices is multi-pronged. As we revise Shared Literacy, we seek to include titles within each unit that
represent the myriad of voices that make up our global society. In addition, we believe that we can also
celebrate diversity through the nationally designated months to shine a spotlight on the contributions that
have often been left out.

As an educational institution, we value curiosity around cultures, celebrations, and traditions that make up the
complexity of our global society. As a public education institution, we are mindful that we want learners to be
well-rounded and aware of the complexity of our global society. Because of this, the equity team has
designed the following principles to guide decision-making around activities within the learning environment
and school community. We are also mindful that the celebration of any one tradition should not outweigh the
traditions and celebrations of others. We want every person in the organization to feel welcomed, seen, and
safe at school. All belong here; when we embrace the diversity of our community, we add to the collective
experience, thus creating joyful learning opportunities for all.

In District 129, we are guided by the following principles when deciding on activities:

e \We believe that all learners have the right to and deserve to be included, accepted, and to contribute
unique perspectives and experiences.

e \We value the creation of a school community where each individual is accepted and embraced for who
and what they bring to the learning space.

e We believe that a sense of belonging involves the acceptance, care for the needs, and growth of all
learners.

e We believe that every individual is shaped and influenced by multiple factors that add to an
educational community's rich tapestry.

“Let's invite one another in. Maybe then we can begin to fear less, to make fewer wrong assumptions, to let

go of the biases and stereotypes that unnecessarily divide us.”
~Michelle Obama, Becoming
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“In diversity there is beauty and there is strength.” ~Maya Angelou
Native American Heritage Month - November

Powwow Day
By traci Sorell
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River wants so badly to dance at powwow day as she does every year. In this uplifting and
contemporary picture book perfect for beginning readers, follow River's journey from
feeling isolated after an illness to learning the healing power of community.

Additional information explains the history and functions of powwows, which are
commonplace across the United States and Canada and are open to both Native
Americans and non-Native visitors. Author Traci Sorell is a member of the Cherokee
Nation, and illustrator Madelyn Goodnight is a member of the Chickasaw Nation.

We Are Grateful

By Traci Sorell
978-1580897723

The Cherokee community is grateful for blessings and challenges that each season brings.
This is modern Native American life as told by an enrolled citizen of the Cherokee
Nation.

The word otsaliheliga (oh-jah-LEE-hay-lee-gah) is used by members of the Cherokee
Nation to express gratitude. Beginning in the fall with the new year and ending in
summer, follow a full Cherokee year of celebrations and experiences. Written by a citizen
of the Cherokee Nation, this look at one group of Native Americans is appended with a
glossary and the complete Cherokee syllabary, originally created by Sequoyah.

ByMonique Gray Smith
978-1459827530

When We fre Kind
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When We Are Kind celebrates simple acts of everyday kindness and encourages children
to explore how they feel when they initiate and receive acts of kindness in their lives.
Celebrated author Monique Gray Smith has written many books on the topics of
resilience and reconciliation and communicates an important message through carefully
chosen words for readers of all ages. Beautifully illustrated by artist Nicole Neidhardt,
this book encourages children to be kind to others and to themselves.

Ohana Means

By Llima Loomis
978-0823443260

"This is the land that's never been sold, where work the hands, so wise and old, that reach
through the water, clear and cold, into the mud to pick the taro to make the poi for our
ohana's luau."

Acclaimed illustrator and animator Kenard Pak's light-filled, dramatic illustrations pair
exquisitely with Ilima Loomis' text to celebrate Hawaiian land and culture.
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https://www.amazon.com/Powwow-Day-Traci-Sorell/dp/158089948X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YSYV241B1X4T&keywords=powwow+day&qid=1698859715&s=books&sprefix=powwow+day%2Cstripbooks%2C74&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Grateful-Otsaliheliga-Traci-Sorell/dp/158089772X/ref=sxts_b2b_sx_reorder_acb_customer?content-id=amzn1.sym.44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce%3Aamzn1.sym.44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce&crid=26YXGWDHDBQDD&cv_ct_cx=we+are+grateful+ostaliheliga&keywords=we+are+grateful+ostaliheliga&pd_rd_i=158089772X&pd_rd_r=1f545982-23ef-4d00-b9f1-2c04516f4712&pd_rd_w=yAkSQ&pd_rd_wg=O8CvI&pf_rd_p=44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce&pf_rd_r=KSAKF070N2DYJDDVC6NR&qid=1698859701&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=we+are+grate%2Cstripbooks%2C77&sr=1-1-62d64017-76a9-4f2a-8002-d7ec97456eea
https://www.amazon.com/When-Kind-Nih%C3%A1%C3%A1daahwiin%C3%ADt%C4%AF%CC%81%C4%AFgo-English-Navaho/dp/1459827538/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DSZ0IB0TPHHA&keywords=when+we+are+kind&qid=1698859684&s=books&sprefix=when+we+are+kind%2Cstripbooks%2C83&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ohana-Means-Family-Ilima-Loomis/dp/0823443264/ref=sxts_b2b_sx_fused_v3_desktop_ref-tab-0?content-id=amzn1.sym.97762c05-7545-47e0-ae5c-1110ba2791f0%3Aamzn1.sym.97762c05-7545-47e0-ae5c-1110ba2791f0&crid=XCGIFK2KEE5T&cv_ct_cx=ohana+means+family&keywords=ohana+means+family&pd_rd_i=0823443264&pd_rd_r=6bd8d60f-337e-4938-a23f-ac3d03455093&pd_rd_w=bsu2l&pd_rd_wg=ZJPJG&pf_rd_p=97762c05-7545-47e0-ae5c-1110ba2791f0&pf_rd_r=2JX4XW5T6RTQ3V14DWHK&qid=1698859670&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=ohana+mean%2Cstripbooks%2C72&sr=1-3-965fba24-1eed-4536-936e-b447f98a83bc
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OHANA MEANS FAMILY
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