
Celebrating Diversity Throughout the Year
Elementary Classroom Community

“Books can make a difference in dispelling prejudice and building community: not with role models and
recipes, not with noble messages, but with stories that make us imagine the lives of others.” ~Hazel

Rochman, Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multicultural World

About Equity & Diversity within the Classroom Community:We believe that the inclusion of multiple
voices is multi-pronged. As we revise Shared Literacy, we seek to include titles within each unit that
represent the myriad of voices that make up our global society. In addition, we believe that we can also
celebrate diversity through the nationally designated months to shine a spotlight on the contributions that
have often been left out.

As an educational institution, we value curiosity around cultures, celebrations, and traditions that make up the
complexity of our global society. As a public education institution, we are mindful that we want learners to be
well-rounded and aware of the complexity of our global society. Because of this, the equity team has
designed the following principles to guide decision-making around activities within the learning environment
and school community. We are also mindful that the celebration of any one tradition should not outweigh the
traditions and celebrations of others. We want every person in the organization to feel welcomed, seen, and
safe at school. All belong here; when we embrace the diversity of our community, we add to the collective
experience, thus creating joyful learning opportunities for all.

In District 129, we are guided by the following principles when deciding on activities:

● We believe that all learners have the right to and deserve to be included, accepted, and to contribute
unique perspectives and experiences.

● We value the creation of a school community where each individual is accepted and embraced for who
and what they bring to the learning space.

● We believe that a sense of belonging involves the acceptance, care for the needs, and growth of all
learners.

● We believe that every individual is shaped and influenced by multiple factors that add to an
educational community's rich tapestry.

“Let’s invite one another in. Maybe then we can begin to fear less, to make fewer wrong assumptions, to let
go of the biases and stereotypes that unnecessarily divide us.”

~Michelle Obama, Becoming
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“In diversity there is beauty and there is strength.” ~Maya Angelou

Native American Heritage Month - November
We are Still Here
By Traci Sorell
978-1623541927

Too often, Native American history is treated as a finished chapter instead of relevant and
ongoing. This companion book to the award-winningWe Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga offers
readers everything they never learned in school about Native American people's past,
present, and future. Precise, lyrical writing presents topics including: forced assimilation
(such as boarding schools), land allotment and Native tribal reorganization, termination
(the US government not recognizing tribes as nations), Native urban relocation (from
reservations), self-determination (tribal self-empowerment), Native civil rights, the Indian
Child Welfare Act (ICWA), religious freedom, economic development (including casino
development), Native language revival efforts, cultural persistence, and nationhood.

1621: A New Look at Thanksgiving
By Catherine O’Neill Grace

978-0792261391

Countering the prevailing, traditional story of the first Thanksgiving, with its
black-hatted, silver-buckled Pilgrims; blanket-clad, be-feathered Indians; cranberry sauce;
pumpkin pie; and turkey, this lushly illustrated photo-essay presents a more measured,
balanced, and historically accurate version of the three-day harvest celebration in 1621.

Thanku: Poems of Gratitude
By Miranda Paul
978-1541523630

Gratitude isn't something we need to save up for a special holiday. What are you grateful
for right now, today?

This anthology brings together a diverse group of poets who express gratitude for
everything from a puppy to hot cocoa to the sky itself. Each writer uses a different poetic
form, and readers will encounter a concrete poem, a sonnet, a pantoum, a sijo, and much
more.

Contributors include Kimberly Blaeser, Sun Yung Shin, Naomi Shihab Nye, Charles
Waters, Janice Scully, Jane Yolen, Traci Sorell, JaNay Brown-Wood, Cynthia Leitich
Smith, Margarita Engle, and more. Stunning illustrations from Marlena Myles invite close
examination, making this a collection to return to and savor again and again.

A portion of the proceeds from this anthology will be donated to We Need Diverse Books.

A Quiet Hero
By S.D. Nelson

978-1600604270

A biography of Ira Hayes, a Pima Indian who was one of the six soldiers to raise the
United States flag on Iwo Jima during World War II, an event immortalized by Joe
Rosenthal's Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph.

Growing up on the Gila River Indian Reservation in Arizona, Ira Hayes was a quiet, shy
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https://www.amazon.com/We-Are-Still-Here-American/dp/1623541921/ref=sr_1_2?crid=4DGZIH0EJU2D&keywords=We+are+still+here&qid=1699281336&sprefix=we+are+still+here%2Caps%2C79&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/1621-Look-Thanksgiving-National-Geographic/dp/0792261399/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ZP5CN6GQEPU4&keywords=1621+a+new+look+at+thanksgiving&qid=1699281354&sprefix=1621%3A+a+new+%2Caps%2C72&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Thanku-Poems-Gratitude-Miranda-Paul/dp/1541523636/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2O1X1M719SVG6&keywords=thanku+poems+of+gratitude&qid=1699281370&sprefix=thanku%3A+po%2Caps%2C76&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Quiet-Hero-Ira-Hayes-Story/dp/1600604277/ref=sxts_b2b_sx_reorder_acb_customer?content-id=amzn1.sym.44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce%3Aamzn1.sym.44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce&crid=2L89A5S4Y86Z&cv_ct_cx=quiet+hero&keywords=quiet+hero&pd_rd_i=1600604277&pd_rd_r=82829a5f-d5b7-4a96-90b3-762987bb9f73&pd_rd_w=o2k7v&pd_rd_wg=7CU2I&pf_rd_p=44ecadb3-1930-4ae5-8e7f-c0670e7d86ce&pf_rd_r=M1TQCJNZ6WNJD2288XBY&qid=1699281387&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=a+Quite+hero%2Caps%2C72&sr=1-1-62d64017-76a9-4f2a-8002-d7ec97456eea


boy. He never wanted to be the center of attention, and at school, he felt lonely and out of
place.

By the time Ira was in his late teens, World War II was raging. When the United States
called its men to arms, Ira answered by joining the Marine Corps. He believed it was his
duty to fight honorably for his country, and with his Marine buddies by his side, Ira
finally felt as if he belonged. Eventually they were sent to the tiny Japanese island of Iwo
Jima, where a chance event and an extraordinary photograph catapulted Ira to national
awareness and transformed his life forever.

Filled with all the patriotism and tragedy of wartime and its afteraffects, Quiet Hero is the
story of one person's courage in the face of both military and personal battles. It is a
poignant tribute to Ira Hayes.
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