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**These	
  levels	
  are	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  language	
  proficiency	
  assessment,	
  WIDA	
  MODEL.	
  	
  
	
  
Proficiency	
  Levels:	
  
	
  
1	
  –	
  Entering:	
  Student	
  knows	
  and	
  uses	
  minimal	
  social	
  language	
  and	
  minimal	
  academic	
  
language	
  with	
  visual	
  and	
  graphic	
  support.	
  
	
  
2	
  -­	
  Beginning:	
  Student	
  knows	
  and	
  uses	
  some	
  social	
  English	
  and	
  general	
  academic	
  
language	
  with	
  visual	
  and	
  graphic	
  support.	
  
	
  
3	
  –	
  Developing:	
  Student	
  knows	
  and	
  uses	
  social	
  English	
  and	
  some	
  specific	
  academic	
  
language	
  with	
  visual	
  and	
  graphic	
  support.	
  
	
  
4	
  –	
  Expanding:	
  Student	
  knows	
  and	
  uses	
  social	
  English	
  and	
  some	
  technical	
  academic	
  
language.	
  
	
  
5	
  –	
  Bridging:	
  Student	
  knows	
  and	
  uses	
  social	
  English	
  and	
  academic	
  language	
  working	
  with	
  
grade-­‐level	
  material.	
  
	
  
6	
  –	
  Reaching:	
  Student	
  knows	
  and	
  uses	
  social	
  and	
  academic	
  language	
  at	
  the	
  highest	
  level	
  
measured	
  by	
  this	
  test.	
  
	
  
The	
  following	
  chart	
  shows	
  how	
  most	
  English	
  learners	
  would	
  progress	
  through	
  the	
  
EL	
  courses.	
  

	
  
EL	
  Levels	
   Prerequisites	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Entering	
  (1)	
   	
  

Beginning	
  (2)	
   Entering	
  (1)	
  or	
  	
  
equivalent	
  

Developing	
  (3)	
   Beginning	
  (2)	
  or	
  
equivalent	
  

Expanding	
  (4)	
   Developing	
  (3)	
  or	
  
equivalent	
  

Bridging	
  (5)	
   Expanding	
  (4)	
  or	
  
equivalent	
  

Reaching	
  (6)	
   Bridging	
  (5)	
  or	
  
equivalent	
  

	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  



	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  



Social	
  and	
  Cultural	
  Competence	
  
	
  

By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  level	
  1,	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  expected	
  to:	
  
• demonstrate	
  a	
  beginning	
  awareness	
  and	
  appreciation	
  of	
  cultural	
  diversity;	
  
• demonstrate	
  adaptation	
  to	
  some	
  key	
  teacher	
  expectations	
  and	
  school	
  routines	
  

	
  
By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  level	
  2,	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  expected	
  to:	
  

• demonstrate	
  understanding	
  of	
  and	
  respect	
  for	
  the	
  variety	
  of	
  cultures	
  and	
  
languages;	
  

• demonstrate	
  knowledge	
  of	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  facts	
  about	
  American	
  culture,	
  geography,	
  
and	
  history;	
  

• participate	
  in	
  some	
  school	
  and	
  community	
  activities;	
  
• demonstrate	
  adaptation	
  to	
  school	
  norms,	
  teacher	
  expectations,	
  and	
  classroom	
  

routines.	
  
	
  
By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  level	
  3,	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  expected	
  to:	
  

• use	
  knowledge	
  of	
  American	
  culture	
  and	
  history	
  in	
  school	
  and	
  social	
  situations;	
  
• respond	
  appropriately	
  in	
  most	
  teaching	
  and	
  learning	
  situations.	
  

	
  
By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  level	
  4,	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  expected	
  to:	
  

• demonstrate	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  rights	
  and	
  responsibilities	
  	
  of	
  American	
  citizens;	
  
• demonstrate	
  flexibility	
  as	
  learners	
  in	
  different	
  teaching	
  and	
  learning	
  situations.	
  

	
  
By	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  level	
  5,	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  expected	
  to:	
  

• demonstrate	
  understanding	
  of	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  local,	
  national,	
  and	
  global	
  issues;	
  
• learn	
  effectively	
  in	
  a	
  wide	
  variety	
  of	
  teaching	
  and	
  learning	
  situations.	
  

	
  
	
  

EL	
  Students’	
  Integration	
  Into	
  Mainstream	
  Subject	
  Classrooms	
  
	
  

	
   	
   The	
  successful	
  integration	
  of	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  learning	
  English	
  into	
  the	
  
academic	
  and	
  social	
  life	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  requires	
  all	
  teachers	
  to	
  work	
  together	
  to	
  support	
  
them.	
  Although	
  many	
  students	
  become	
  proficient	
  users	
  of	
  English	
  for	
  most	
  day-­‐to-­‐day	
  
purposes	
  within	
  two	
  years,	
  students	
  may	
  require	
  up	
  to	
  seven	
  years	
  or	
  more	
  to	
  catch	
  up	
  to	
  
native	
  English	
  speakers	
  in	
  their	
  ability	
  to	
  use	
  English	
  for	
  academic	
  purposes.	
  Participation	
  
in	
  EL	
  courses	
  aims	
  to	
  assist	
  English	
  learners	
  to	
  make	
  rapid	
  progress;	
  however,	
  students	
  
who	
  arrive	
  as	
  beginning	
  learners	
  of	
  English	
  in	
  grades	
  9-­‐12	
  may	
  not	
  have	
  enough	
  time	
  to	
  
catch	
  up	
  with	
  their	
  peers	
  by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  grade	
  12.	
  Reading	
  textbooks,	
  participating	
  in	
  
academic	
  discussions,	
  or	
  writing	
  essays	
  or	
  examination	
  answers	
  may	
  be	
  much	
  more	
  
difficult	
  for	
  these	
  students	
  than	
  for	
  native	
  English	
  speakers.	
  Their	
  relatively	
  limited	
  
vocabulary	
  may	
  make	
  reading	
  some	
  textbooks	
  difficult,	
  and	
  in	
  some	
  cases,	
  inexperience	
  
with	
  complex	
  sentence	
  patterns	
  may	
  make	
  it	
  difficult	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  write	
  as	
  fluently	
  as	
  some	
  
of	
  their	
  peers.	
  
	
  
Most	
  students	
  who	
  have	
  completed	
  their	
  EL	
  courses	
  will	
  therefore	
  continue	
  to	
  need	
  
support	
  from	
  their	
  subject	
  teachers	
  to	
  achieve	
  success.	
  



	
  
	
   	
   In	
  some	
  courses,	
  students	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  stages	
  of	
  learning	
  English	
  will	
  need	
  
program	
  adaptations	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  be	
  successful.	
  Appropriate	
  adaptations	
  include:	
  

• modified	
  expectations	
  (i.e.,	
  modification	
  of	
  some	
  or	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  course	
  
expectations);	
  

• a	
  variety	
  of	
  instructional	
  strategies	
  (i.e.,	
  extensive	
  use	
  of	
  visual	
  cues,	
  
graphic	
  organizers,	
  peer	
  tutoring,	
  strategic	
  use	
  of	
  students’	
  first	
  
languages);	
  

• a	
  variety	
  of	
  learning	
  resources	
  (i.e.,	
  use	
  of	
  visual	
  material,	
  simplified	
  
texts,	
  and	
  bilingual	
  dictionaries);	
  

• modified	
  assessment	
  strategies	
  (i.e.,	
  granting	
  of	
  extra	
  time,	
  use	
  of	
  
oral	
  interviews	
  and	
  tasks	
  requiring	
  completion	
  of	
  graphic	
  organizers	
  
and	
  cloze	
  sentences	
  instead	
  of	
  essay	
  questions	
  and	
  other	
  assessment	
  
tasks	
  that	
  depend	
  heavily	
  on	
  proficiency	
  in	
  English).	
  


