
Parkland Community Advisory Council 
Thursday, November 16, 2023 

Presidents 
Jennifer Jones 
Desirée Pascal 
 

Vice President 
Catherine 
 

Secretary  
Andrea Scott 

 
Attendees: Melanie St. Hill, Desirée Pascal, Doreen Wynn, Olivia Wynn, Lilianna Schantz 
Krader Pavidan, Marisa Ziegler, Brian Ding, Elsa Hoderewski, Alyssa Avila, Tim Chorones, and 
Michelle Minotti 
 
Student Representation: Olivia Wynn, Lilianna Schantz, Alyssa Avila, and Elsa Hoderewski  
 
School Board Representative: Marisa Ziegler  
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Desiree Pascal at 7:00pm. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
 
Administration: Michelle Minotti and Tim Chrones 
 
 
Presentation: “Project Lead the Way Computer Science” by Tammy Bennick, Brian Ding, 
and Margaret Buell, as well as a dozen or so students currently enrolled in the program. 
 
The Project Lead the Way Computer Science program is designed to equip students with 
valuable skills. “PLTW Computer Science students are technology trailblazers who are 
empowered through transportable skills and prepared to start their career, whether that is in 
computer science or not” (PLTW, 2023).  One of the main objectives is to teach computational 
thinking through many collaborative projects during which time students are forced to think 
outside of the proverbial box. 
 
Implementation of Project Lead the Way Computer Science began in the 2017-2018 school year: 
Year 1 included Computer Science Engineering, AP Computer Science Principles (with new 
course offerings). AP Comp Sci A ran previously, but this was the first time as part of PLTW 
Comp Sci Pathway).  Year 2, which ran during the 2018-2019 school year included the three 
initial classes with the addition of Cybersecurity, completing the program offerings at PHS. 
Completion of the program affords students the opportunity to earn college credit, scholarships, 
as well as the chance to participate in various competitions. 
 
Project Lead the Way is the nation’s leading provider of science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) programs.  Through world-class curriculum, high-quality teacher professional 
development, and outstanding partnerships, PLTW is helping students develop the skills needed 
to succeed in the global economy.  The need for professionals trained in computing and computer 
science far exceeds the availability of these professionals.  Whereas there is an overabundance of 
students graduating with Life Science degrees, there are only enough current graduates to fulfill 



1/3 of the computer and computer science related jobs.  As a matter of fact, computer 
programming jobs are growing at a rate two times the national average!  The highest need are in 
the following specific areas: systems analysis, security, software development, database 
administration, network systems administration, and support specialist. 
  
During the presentation, both students and educators spoke enthusiastically about the 
wonderfully creative and unique opportunities available through the program (including students 
creating their own games and apps). Some students spoke about the initial fear and intimidation 
that may have prevented them from coding courses in the past.  One student, a gifted artist, 
mentioned she will now double major in college to include computer science after initially being 
apprehensive about her success. 
 
The conversation explored some of the challenges of the science, like keeping the computer 
science curriculum content relevant in this face -paced, ever-changing technology world in which 
we live, and affording younger grades the opportunity to code. 
 
Board Update 
School Board Committee Meetings 
November 13, 2023 
Highlights for the Community Advisory Council 
- Cedar Crest College Dual Credit Agreement 
• Once the agreement is approved, students can apply to take courses at Cedar Crest 
College as dual credit with Parkland. 
- Math Specialist 
• The district is looking into two possible math specialist positions, one at each middle school. 
If these positions are added, these teachers would be conducting small group math lessons, 
analyzing data, and providing instructional coaching for teachers on research-based best 
practices in math, among other things. 
- ELL Parent Outreach 
• Parkland English Language Learners and their families are invited to a fall festival 
November 15th from 5:45-7:00 at SMS 
- Buildings and Grounds received an update on the age of our vehicle fleet. 
- Request for MKSD design services at the operations center. 
- Budget Updates 
• Leslie provided an update about the total expenditures and revenue for 24/25 school year, 
the Act 1 index, PSERS, debt service, etc 
Upcoming Meetings 
November Committee Meetings 
AAA Board Committee Meeting – Monday, Dec 11, 2023 at 7:30 a.m. 
B & G Board Committee Meeting – Monday, Dec 11, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. 
P & F Board Committee Meeting – Monday, Dec 11, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 
November Board Meeting 
Board Meeting – Tuesday, Nov 21, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 
Reorganization Meeting – Tuesday, Dec 5, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 
Board Meeting – Tuesday, Dec 19, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 
 



Student Report 
Frozen Junior is going brilliantly!  Second graders from the district came to see it today (11/16), 
and the feedback was overwhelmingly positive. It will run for the public this Friday-Sunday.  
Tickets can be purchased from the website.  The spring musical will run from April 10-14, 2024.  
The spring production will be revealed soon! 
 
Congratulations to the Parkland High School students who will be inducted into the National 
Honor Society for 2023 on 11/20!  For a complete list of inductees, refer to the district website. 
 
There are early dismissals November 20, 21, and 22 for report card conferences.  There will be 
no school from November 23-27 for Thanksgiving break. 
 
Get your Parkland gear!  School store holiday shopping is open December 2nd and 9th from 
10am-1pm. Payment must be made in cash or check. 
 
There is a concert basically every night of the month in December.  Refer to the district website 
for a complete list of concerts happening throughout the district. 
 
 
Old Business None 
 
New Business None 
 
Roundtable None 
 
Motion to Adjourn A motion was called at 8:23pm by Michelle and seconded by Melanie. 


